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A T  A  G L A N C E  

This issue addresses the items on the agenda of the next 
committee meetings on 3-4 December 2014 and 21-22 
January 2015.  

Amongst others, on 3-4 December 2014, IMCO will consider the 
draft report on 'Cableway installations'; and the draft opinion on 
'Establishment of a European Platform to enhance cooperation in 
the prevention and deterrence of undeclared work'". 

On 21-22 January 2015, IMCO will consider the amendments and 
vote on the two draft reports on Establishment of a European 
Platform to enhance cooperation in the prevention and deterrence 
of undeclared work and the Annual Report on EU Competition 
Policy; as well as receive a presentation by the Latvian Presidency 
of its priorities.  Last but not least, on 22 January, IMCO will hold 
a public hearing from 10.30 to 12.30 on 'Customs infringements 
and sanctions' 

The full Agendas of the next meetings are available on IMCO´s 
webpage. 

 This edition also reports, from the last committee meetings 
of 5 November and 17 November 2014. Amongst others, 
on 5 November,  IMCO considered  the draft opinion on the 
'Annual Report on EU Competition Policy'; received a 
presentation by the Commission of the costs and usefulness of 
export Container Status Messages in Regulation 515/97 on 
'Mutual assistance between the administrative authorities of 
the Member States and cooperation between the latter and the 
Commission, to ensure the correct application of the law on 
customs and agricultural matters'; discussed the draft opinion 
'Protection of undisclosed know-how and business information 
(trade secrets) against their unlawful acquisition, use and 
disclosure'. On 17 November, IMCO received an update on 
trialogues; discussed the draft report on Single Market 
governance within the European Semester 2015; and received 
a presentation by the Commission of the Impact Assessment 
Protection on undisclosed know-how and business information 
(trade secrets) against their unlawful acquisition, use and 
disclosure. 

S E L E C T E D  N E W S  

IMCO HEARING: “Why Europe needs a legal 
framework for customs sanctions” 

IMCO will hold a 
hearing on “Why 
Europe needs a legal 
framework for customs 
sanctions” on 22 
January. 

The hearing will be 
divided in two main 
sessions. The first 
session will focus on 
the 28 Member States’ 

customs sanctioning systems. In particular, the following items 
will be analysed: definition of the legal nature of customs 
sanction; thresholds to distinguish between criminal and non-
criminal infringements and sanctions; requirements to establish 
the economic operator’s liability for the customs infringements; 
the time limits to initiate a customs sanction and procedure; 
definition of the legal persons' liability.  
The second session aims to discuss the impact of the lack of an 
EU legal framework on infringements and sanctions on the 
functioning of the single market and on economic operators. It 
also aims to discuss the best ways to address the issue and 
reduce the amount of infringements in the Customs Union. 

The Hearing will take place on 22 January 2015, from 10h30 to 
12h30 at the EP premises in Brussels, in Altiero Spinelli  building, 
room ASP 3G3. 
 

LINK: Hearing Documents 

 IMCO WORKSHOP: “Building Blocks of the 
Ubiquitous Digital Single Market” 

On 13 November 
2014, IMCO held a 
workshop on 
'Building blocks of 
the Ubiquitous 
Digital Single 
Market'. The Digital 
Single Market 
provides a window 
of opportunity for 
economic growth in 

Europe and new career perspectives for a properly educated 
workforce. To analyse European strengths and weaknesses, 
the tripartite workshop covered some of the most challenging 
upcoming fields for policy makers. The first panel gave a brief 
overview about current market trends in the digital single 
market, including developments in the field of information and 
communications technology, e-commerce, and network 
infrastructure. The second panel focused on the public sector. 
The third panel dealt with key safeguarding blocks for the 
Digital Single Market, including recent topics like net neutrality 
and cyber-security. Industry representatives could present 
their latest gadgets and express their points of view in a 
subsequent roundtable discussion. Finally, Robert Madelin, 
Director General of DG Connect, gave an outline about on-
going work at the European Commission and drafted a 
timeline with related milestones for the next months. 

LINK: Workshop Documents 
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N E X T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(3-4 DECEMBER 2014 AND 21-22 JANUARY 2015) 
Watch the committee meeting live 

Appliances burning gaseous fuels 

The current Directive 2009/142/EC on appliances burning gaseous 
fuels constitutes the legal framework for gas appliances in the EU 
Member States. It aims to provide access to the EU market for 
appliances and fittings in so far the gas safety of these products is 
concerned. The proposal seeks to modernise the Directive and, 
while this does not involve major changes, a number of issues will 
need to be addressed, e.g. alignment with the New Legislative 
Framework. The Commission will present the proposal in IMCO on 
3 December and the IMCO Members will discuss the draft report 
on 24 February with the Rapporteur, Ms Stihler. The final vote in 
IMCO is foreseen on 23 April and negotiations with the Council will 
commence shortly after. 

RAPPORTEUR: Catherine Stihler (S&D)                           Procedure file 

Personal protective equipment (PPE) 

 
The current PPE Directive 89/686/EEC permits the free movement 
of Personal Protective Equipment in Europe while ensuring a high 
level of protection for its users. The proposal is aligned with the 
new legislative framework and seeks to modernise the Directive. 
It is expected that the proposed extension of the product 
coverage and the change of three basic health and safety 
requirements will be carefully assessed by the IMCO Members. 
The Commission will present the proposal on 3 December, after 
which the Rapporteur, Ms Ford, will decide on the following steps 
for the preparation of the IMCO report. 

RAPPORTEUR: Vicky Ford (ECR)                                      Procedure file 

Cableway installations 

During the IMCO Committee meeting of 3 December Mr López-
Istúriz will present his draft report on the proposal for a regulation 
on cableway installations. The rapporteur supports the proposal 
and the change from a directive into a regulation as it will simplify 
the regulatory environment. Special attention is given to 
guarantee the consistency of the text with the new legislative 
framework decision and the alignment package which was 
adopted during the 7th legislature. The rapporteur also proposes 
to include specific market surveillance rules as the negotiations on 
the new market surveillance regulation are still on-going. 
Historical installations, which often have a high level of touristic 
interest, should be excluded from the regulation and member 
states should ensure a high level of protection of health and 
safety through their national legislation. Finally, the rapporteur 
supports the alignment of the conformity assessment procedures 
available for subsystems with those that already exist for safety 
components, as diverging approaches could create market 
distortions and differences of treatment. The deadline for 
amendments is foreseen for 17 December 2014 and the vote in 
committee is set for 17 March 2015. 

RAPPORTEUR: Antonio López-Istúriz White (EPP)        Procedure file 

 
Establishment of a European Platform to enhance 

cooperation in the prevention and deterrence of 
undeclared work 

At its meeting of 3 December, IMCO will discuss Mr de Jong’s 
draft opinion on establishing a European Platform to enhance 
cooperation in the prevention and deterrence of undeclared work. 
In particular, the rapporteur welcomes the establishment of this 
Platform, although he considers it insufficient and therefore 
proposes amendments to make the Platform more effective in its 
tasks and objectives. The rapporteur is convinced that the Platform 
could facilitate joint investigations by Member States. Its concrete 
added value will depend to a large extent on the results achieved 
by this form of operational co-operation. To this end, Mr de Jong 
would be in favour of a close involvement of the social partners in 
the activities of the Platform as well as of the national single 
contact points. Last but not least, the rapporteur considers crucial 
to involve the EP in the process.  
The deadline for amendments is 11 December. Thereafter, the 
vote on the opinion will take place at the IMCO committee meeting 
in January 2015. 
RAPPORTEUR: Dennis De Jong (GUE/NGL)               Procedure file 

Regulatory Fitness and Performance Programme 

(REFIT) 

On 4 December, IMCO will consider the draft opinion by Otmar 
Karas (EPP) to JURI on Regulatory Fitness and Performance 
Programme (REFIT). In the light of IMCO’s broad interest in better 
law-making, this opinion focuses on a number of aspects of REFIT, 
while calling for re-negotiation and updating of the Inter-
Institutional Agreement on Better Law-Making. It reiterates that 
swift and consistent transposition, implementation and 
enforcement of legislation as well as the proposed simplification 
should be ensured and "gold-plating" avoided. It also calls on the 
Commission to include a mandatory SME test in the revised impact 
assessment guidelines, to accompany delegated and implementing 
acts with a mandatory impact assessment, and to consult with 
interested stakeholders, whenever the impact of those acts can be 
expected to be considerable. 

RAPPORTEUR: Othmar Karas (EPP)                                    Procedure file 

Latvian Presidency 
 
On 21 January 2015, 
IMCO will invite the Latvian 
Presidency to present its 
work programme and main 
priorities. The Latvian 
Presidency will take place 
during the first half of 2015. 
It will take over the 
Presidency from Italy and 
pass it to Luxembourg. In 
June 2014, the General 
Affairs Council endorsed the 
18-month programme of 

the Council of the European Union, prepared by the three Italian, 
Latvian and Luxembourg presidencies. The trio working 
programme outlines the following priorities for the next 18 
months:  
 to overcome the economic and financial crisis whilst boosting 

the Union’s growth; 
 to strengthen EU capacity to deliver more jobs and benefit from 

digital opportunities; 
 to safeguard fundamental rights and to play an adequate role in 

a rapidly changing world.  

LINK: Latvian Presidency   
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0124(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4246/OTHMAR_KARAS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=COM(2014)0368&l=en
http://www.es2015.lv/en/
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L A S T  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G S  

(5 NOVEMBER AND 17 NOVEMBER 2014) 

EU Competition Policy – Annual report 

 

The draft opinion on the Commission's annual competition policy 
report was discussed at the IMCO committee meeting on 5 
November. The rapporteur, Kaja Kallas, stressed the importance 
of the strong connection between competition policy and the 
internal market. She also underlined the role of the digital sector, 
while indicating that the reference to individual companies in 
paragraph 2 of the draft opinion could be reworded. Speakers 
underlined the importance of consumer protection in competition 
policy. In this regard, reference was made to the recently-
adopted legislation on competition damages actions, and the 
possible need for a basis for collective claims. Public procurement 
was also raised, with some speakers emphasising the need for 
increased market access for SMEs. 
The deadline for amendments is 4 December. The vote on the 
opinion will take place at the IMCO committee meeting in January. 
The ECON committee is expected to adopt its report later that 
month. 

RAPPORTEUR: Kaja Kallas (ALDE)                                  Procedure file 

Mutual assistance between the administrative 
authorities and between the latter and the 

Commission on customs and agricultural matters  

 

On 5 November, IMCO heard a presentation of the main 
conclusions of the Commission's letter to the Chair of the Customs 
Union Working Party of 4 September which responded to his 
requested clarifications concerning the Commission proposed 
provision for carriers to provide Container Status Messages data 
(CSMs) for containers exiting the EU. While being aware that the 
Parliament adopted its first reading position which did not include 
export CSMs with a very large majority, the Commission 
underlined that export CSMs would involve mostly negligible or 
zero additional costs for carriers, and could facilitate combating 
fraud-related importation of specific goods (e.g. cigarettes). The 
Rapporteur explained that the Parliament's views were still not to 
include export CSMs, and stressed the need to protect data and to 
prevent their misuse. The Chair concluded by underlining that 
there should be strong reasons in trialogue to change views away 
from the Parliament's first reading position. 

RAPPORTEUR  Liisa Jaakonsaari (S&D)                          Procedure file 

 

Directive on the protection of trade secrets 

against unlawful acquisition, use and disclosure 

 

On 17 November, the Commission services (DG MARKT) 
presented to IMCO Members the proposal for a Directive on the 
protection of trade secrets against unlawful acquisition, use and 
disclosure, and the accompanying impact assessment. The proposal 
seeks to improve the protection of trade secret holders in the single 
market, by harmonising Member States' civil laws. This includes 
notably clarifying the basic concepts related to the definition of 
unlawful acquisition of trade secrets, and providing the necessary 
safeguards for the protection of interests of other parties. 
Rapporteur Lara Comi (EPP) stressed the merits of the 
Commission's proposal, especially for SMEs and micro enterprises, 
and set out some areas for possible improvement, such as 
introducing language on the principle of minimum harmonisation. 
Other Members underlined the need to balance the protection of 
trade secrets with the protection of the rights of whistle-blowers 
and employees; the importance of ensuring confidentiality during 
litigation; and the need to extend the prescription period.  

RAPPORTEUR: Lara Comi (EPP)                                 Procedure file 

Single Market governance within the European 
Semester 2015 

 

On 17 November, IMCO considered the draft report by Ildikó Gáll-
Pelcz (EPP) on Single Market governance within the European 
Semester 2015. This report builds on the previous two IMCO 
reports on this subject, drafted by Andreas Schwab (EPP) in 2013 
and Sergio Cofferati (S&D) in 2014, and also on a substantial 
expertise coming from the studies that have been recently 
commissioned by IMCO. The draft report focuses on three main 
areas: (i) the Single Market pillar of the European Semester which 
calls for an analytical tool to measure Single Market integration 
within the European Semester; (ii) the untapped potential of the 
Single Market in key growth areas focussing on the Digital Single 
Market, free movement of goods, services, public procurement and 
the consumer acquis; and (iii) the instruments for the assessment 
of Single Market integration and governance tools which calls for 
improved monitoring and evaluation of the regulatory and economic 
performance of the Single Market. 

RAPPORTEUR: Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz (EPP)                    Draft report (EN) 
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U P - D A T E  O N  I M C O  N E G O T I A T I O N S  

Measures to ensure a high common level of 

network and information security across the 
Union 

Two trialogues on the Directive concerning measures to ensure 
a high common level of network and information security across 
the Union have already taken place. The issues discussed 
included a debate on the scope of the directive (and 
corresponding Annex II), obligations regarding security 
requirements and incident notification and the nature of 
strategic and operation cooperation between Member States in 
particular. While some progress has already been made (in 
particular as regards information society services), the parts 
regarding the scope and cooperation have been referred back to 
the technical level for further discussion.  

The next trialogue has been scheduled for the 9 December, 
during which the institutions involved will attempt to strike an 
agreement on the file in question. 

RAPPORTEUR: Andreas Schwab (EPP)                       Subject file 

 

eCall 

During the 2nd trialogue meeting, held on 11 November 2014, the 
negotiators focused on privacy and data protection, access to 
independent operators and open access platform, extension of eCall 
to other categories of vehicles and date of application. While 
considerable progress was made on most issues negotiated, specific 
aspects of data protection remain subject to further negotiations. 
The next trialogue meeting is scheduled on 2 December 2014. 

RAPPORTEUR: Olga Sehnalová (S&D)                              Subject file 

Mutual assistance on customs and agricultural 
matters 

The 1st informal trialogue, held on 11 November, allowed finding a 
provisional agreement on eight technical issues. The three 
institutions then presented their respective positions on two key 
elements related to the establishment of a Commission directory 
containing data on import, export and transit of goods, and 
Commission direct access to economic operators. The next trialogue 
meeting will take place on 26 November. 

RAPPORTEUR  Liisa Jaakonsaari (S&D)                                Procedure file 

E U R O P E A N  C O M M I S S I O N  

New Structure of the European Commission 

European Commissioners, on 5 November, approved changes to 
the structure of European Commission departments that were 
proposed by Jean-Claude Juncker, the new president.  The most 
important and far-reaching changes affect the former DG 
MARKT with whom, amongst others, IMCO works very closely. 
The larger remnant of that department becomes the core of a 
new department for financial stability, financial services, and 
capital markets union. This department, which will be 
operational from January, will consist of five directorates: 
investment and company reporting; financial markets; 
regulation and prudential supervision of financial institutions; 
financial system surveillance and crisis management; and 
resources and communications.  

 
It will be headed by Jonathan Faull, who is currently the director-
general for the internal market and services. Olivier Guersent will be 
deputy director-general. Pierre Delsaux, who along with Guersent is 
currently a deputy director-general in the internal market and 
services department, will move to the revamped department for 
enterprise and industry (DG ENTR) into which the parts of DG Markt 
that do not deal with financial services are being moved. A 
spokesperson for the Commission said that all of the structural 
changes communicated by Juncker when he announced the 
allocation of portfolios to commissioners had been approved, with 
the exception of two announcements that were revoked after 
consultation with the EP – moving medicines out of the health and 
consumer department, and moving space out of the enterprise 
department. 

LINK: The Commission's Structure 

 
 

I M C O  S E C R E T A R I A T  

W I S H E S  Y O U   

A  M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S !  

 

Stay informed on what's going on in IMCO committee! 

LINKS: IMCO webpage     Newsletters webpage 

J O I N  T H E  " F R I E N D S  O F  I M C O "  N E T W O R K  

If you wish to receive the IMCO newsletter, please subscribe 

To unsubscribe 

Closure date of the current issue:  21 November 2014 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee and are provided for general information 

purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the European 
Parliament. The IMCO Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The IMCO Secretariat does not necessarily endorse 
the view expressed on these websites. 
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