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WORDS FROM THE CHAIR

Alain CADEC
Chair of Committee on Fisheries

Dear Colleagues,

At this week's meeting of the Committee on Fisheries we shall have a hearing on "Fisheries in the 

Outermost Regions". These regions are not very well known but make an integral part of the 

European Union. They are a real strategic asset.

The treaty grants these regions a special status because of their remoteness and their 

geographical constraints. It is indeed essential that the additional costs faced by economic actors 

in these regions were offset. This is an important dimension of European solidarity.

Fishing is a fundamental activity in most of the outermost regions but it is generally small-scale 

fishing, which has little infrastructure. The EU invests in the development of these fisheries through 

the European Maritime Affairs and Fisheries Fund. The funding provided is often used to build 

fishing harbors, modernizing ships and structuring collaboration between different sectors of the 

fisheries industry.

The outermost regions are highly dependent on fishery resources in their exclusive economic 

zones, which are very fragile from an environmental point of view. It is therefore necessary to 

protect those resources in sensitive areas, to ensure a balanced and sustainable exploitation of 

stocks.

These are issues which our committee is very committed to.

Alain CADEC
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ONGOING DOSSIERS

Reports Rapporteur
Type of

procedure
PECH 

Committee vote

Plenary 
session 

vote
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP): landing 
obligation
2013/0436(COD)

Cadec COD 03/12/2014 MAR I 2015

Prohibition on driftnet fisheries
2014/0138(COD)

Briano COD 23-24/02/2015 MAR II 2015

Fishing in the General Fisheries 
Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) 
Agreement area: technical measures
2014/0213(COD)

Mato COD 03/12/2014 JAN I 2015

Multiannual plan for the stocks of cod, 
herring and sprat in the Baltic Sea and the 
fisheries exploiting those stocks
2014/0285(COD)

Walesa COD 30-31/3/2015 APR II 2015

EU/Seychelles Agreement: access for 
fishing vessels flying the flag of the 
Seychelles to waters and marine biological 
resources of Mayotte, under the jurisdiction 
of the EU
2014/0079(NLE)

Cadec NLE 03/12/2014 JAN I 2015

EU/São Tomé and Príncipe Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement: fishing 
opportunities and financial contribution 
2014-2018. Protocol
2014/0115(NLE)

Ferreira NLE 03/12/2014 JAN I 2015

EU/Senegal Sustainable Fisheries 
Partnership Agreement and 
Implementation Protocol
2014/0238(NLE)

Nicolai NLE 21-22/01 FEB I 2015

General Fisheries Commission for the 
Mediterranean: amended Agreement
2014/0274(NLE)

Mato NLE 23-24/2/2015 MAR I 2015

EC/Madagascar Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement: fishing opportunities and 
financial contribution. Protocol
2014/0319(NLE)

Serrao 
Santos

NLE tbc tbc

Opinions Rapporteur
Type of 

procedure
PECH 

Committee vote

Vote 
Commission

au Fond
Labour law: seafarers
2013/0390(COD)

Ni Riada COD 23-24/02/2015
EMPL

24/03/2015
2013 discharge: EU general budget -
European Commission
2014/2075(DEC)

Cadec DEC 23-24/2/2015
CONT

23/03/2015

2013 discharge: Community fisheries 
Control Agency
2014/2115(DEC)

Cadec DEC 23-24/2/2015
CONT

24/03/2015

*Note on procedures:    

COD: Ordinary legislative procedure; CNS: Consultation; INI: Own-Initiative;

NLE: Non-legislative (incl. consent to international agreements); DEC: Discharge; BUD: Budget
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RESEARCH FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT ‘B’:

REQUESTED:

 "Alternative solutions for driftnet fisheries", 
 "The role of regionalisation and management plans. How to implement the provisions of the CFP on MSY and 

discards in a regional context through the new management plans?", 
 "Small scale fisheries and the zero discard target",
 "Future of Almadraba sector. Traditional and sustainable tuna fishing methods in the EU",
 "Pelagic fisheries and the canning industry in Outermost Regions"
 Criteria for allocating access to fishing in the EU
 Fisheries management and the Arctic in the context of climate change
 The landing obligation and its implications on the control of fisheries

PUBLISHED:

 Long-term economic and ecologic impact of larger sustainable aquaculture
 Sea bass stocks and conservation measures in the EU
 IUU fishing and sanctions in the EU
 The conflict between static gear and mobile gear in inshore fisheries
 Deep sea fishing
 The obligation to land all catches - consequences for the Mediterranean
 Characteristics of multi-specific fisheries in the EU
 Best practice on the use of rights based management to reduce discards in mixed fisheries
 Fisheries in Germany (delegation 2014)
 Prospects for the development of tourism activities related to fishing
 Inland fisheries and the CFP
 Infringement procedures and imposed sanctions throughout the EU 
 The use of FADs in tuna fisheries
 The impact of oil and gas drilling accidents on EU fisheries 
 Summary of the implementation of EU Regulation 1967/2006
 Fisheries cooperation with Iceland and Norway
 Compliance of imports of fisheries and aquaculture products with EU legislation
 Women in fisheries: a European perspective
 Global fisheries subsidies 
 Profitability of the EU fishing fleet 
 Fuel subsidies in the EU 
 Data deficient fisheries in EU waters
 Between fisheries and bird conservation: the cormorant conflict
 Fisheries in Ireland/ Canary Islands/Denmark/Japan (delegations 2013)
 An adapted CFP reform for the Mediterranean and the Black Sea (workshop with 3 notes)
 Establishment of fish stock recovery areas
 Application of the system of derogation to the rules of origin of fisheries products in Papua New Guinea and Fuji
 Excess fishing capacity in the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy
 The role of China in world fisheries
 The small-scale coastal fleet in the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy
 Rights-based fisheries management in Iceland 
 Fisheries in Brittany/Iceland/Veneto (delegations 2012)
 Does overfishing promote algal blooms?
 Regime shifts in marine ecosystems (workshop with 4 notes)
 Perspectives for the new European Fisheries Fund
 Characteristics of small-scale coastal fisheries in Europe
 The North Sea brown shrimp fisheries 
 Industrial fisheries in the Baltic Sea
 Fisheries in Portugal/Poland/Bulgaria/Seychelles (delegations 2011)
 Fisheries in the Black Sea
 Interaction of seals and fish stocks (workshop with 4 notes)
 Natura 2000 and the Common Fisheries Policy 
 Real-time closures of fisheries
 Long-term impact of different fishing methods on the ecosystem in the Kattegat and Öresund
 Fisheries in the Basque Country/Sicily/Sweden/Mauritania (delegations 2010)

@ You can access the studies and other documents via this link
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FISHERIES NEWS IN BRIEF

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
News - Press service

Political agreement reached on 2015-2016 
fishing opportunities for deep sea stocks
(10/11/2014) 
Fishing opportunities
Ministers discussed and reached political 
agreement on fishing opportunities for deep
sea stocks for 2015 and 2016. The
agreement concerns the total allowable 
catches (TACs) and quotas for fishing stocks 
such as deep sea sharks, the black 
scabbardfish, roundnose grenadier and 
roughhead grenadier, alfonsinos, red 
seabream and greater forkbeard.
The regulation to put in place the new 
agreement will be adopted at a forthcoming 
Council meeting. It will apply from 1 January 
2015.

Regulation on 2015 fishing opportunities in 

the Baltic Sea

10/11/2014 Press release - 3344th Council 
meeting - AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES -
Brussels, 10 November 2014 (provisional 
version)

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
News - Press service

Aquaculture in Motion 2014
(01/12/2014)
Keynote speech by Lowri Evans at the 
Federation of European Aquaculture 
Producers' Conference, 'Aquaculture in 
Motion 2014', Committee of the Regions. 
Brussels.
Ladies and gentlemen,
It is a great pleasure for me to open the 
FEAP conference of 2014. This conference 
comes at a time of new opportunities.
The Juncker Commission took office one 
month ago. Commissioner Vella has 
responsibility both for maritime affairs and for 
the environment. He has an explicit mandate 
to promote blue growth and green growth – to 
deliver more sustainable jobs in Europe.
This new set-up clarifies even further that 
sustainable aquaculture and protection of the 

environment are two sides of the same coin. 
Aquaculture in Europe is already worth 3.5 
billion Euro, with 85000 jobs – and it has 
substantial growth opportunities if we get the 
investment and marketing climate right.
I know that EU producers have pride and 
confidence in their produce. You know more 
than anyone that fish farming requires clean 
water and that the environment can benefit 
from sustainable aquaculture management.

In April last year we published the EU 
Strategic guidelines which identified the main 
barriers to growth in the sector. The Member 
States are taking up this challenge and we 
will continue to support them in their efforts.
Member States have started to produce their 
detailed national strategic plans for the 
sector. And we are encouraged by the first of 
what we see. The priorities outlined show that 
there is confidence and optimism for 
expansion in the sector over the next 10 
years, and that Member States are ready to 
take the necessary steps to make this 
possible. We are seeing good examples with 
these new initiatives: including setting targets 
for cutting the license waiting time and 
adopting a single aquaculture Law to simplify 
licensing procedures, and to establish a one-
stop-shop for licencing.
Maritime Spatial Planning is also high on the 
agenda for many Member States in their 
strategic plans. The new Directive, which 
came into force in September requires better 
transparency and predictability for planning. 
By removing uncertainty about access to 
suitable space for marine aquaculture, the 
sector will have much greater potential to 
attract investment.
Aquaculture that respects and contributes to 
the environment is also the theme of a set of 
guidelines on aquaculture and the Marine 
Strategy Framework and Water Framework 
Directives that we are aiming to get out as 
soon as we can in 2015. The guidelines will 
support national authorities in the smooth 
application of EU legislation, and ensure that 
its objectives are achieved with as little 
administrative overhead and as little cost as 
possible.

As well as breaking down the administrative 
obstacles to investment and growth, it’s 
important to inform the consumer of the 
benefits of choosing fish Farmed in the EU.
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New rules on clearer product labelling come 
into force in two weeks' time. The mandatory 
information which must, and voluntary 
information which can be given on the label 
will help to better inform the consumer. 
Locally farmed, high quality fish will be easier 
to identify against competing products.
In 2015 we will expand the Farmed in the EU 
communication campaign into schools in 20 
Member States. Through education and first-
hand contact with producers we aim to 
stimulate interest and better inform young 
consumers on the role of aquaculture as a 
sustainable, healthy food source.
2015 will also see us working closely with DG 
Environment, and some producers in this 
room to model the environmental footprint of 
various fish products. This will further help to 
highlight the excellent choice for the 
environment of choosing locally farmed fish.
Let me say a few words on the EU funding 
support and how that is evolving. In the 
research programmes under Horizon2020, 
we are increasing the emphasis on research 
into practical solutions for on-farm problems 
such as parasitic diseases, focusing on both 
finfish and molluscs. Over 40 million euro will 
be allocated to aquaculture research between 
2014 and 2015.
We also need to ensure good follow up of 
projects underway in FP7, like for example 
the ARRINA project. Its main objective is to 
develop alternative aquaculture feeds for 
species farmed in the EU that maintain the 
nutritional properties of fish. The project runs 
until 2016.
FAO studies show that fishmeal inclusion in 
farmed fish diet has already decreased 
substantially over the last decade, and 
suggest that we can expect a further 
reduction in the coming decade (thanks to 
research projects such as ARRINA). Different 
figures are quoted, but it is largely accepted 
that at present it takes roughly 1.4Kg of wild 
feed fish to produce 1Kg of farmed salmon, 
down from 3Kg of feed fish for 1Kg of salmon 
in 2000. It is also important to remember that 
fish convert feed to edible weight more 
efficiently than any other animal. These 
figures are well below the ratios of animal 
derived feed to edible weight gain for the 
farming of chicken, pork, or beef.
And more funding will also be available from 
2015 under the new European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund to support aquaculture. We're 
looking at the draft operational programmes 
from the Member States now to make sure 

that what is proposed on the spending side at 
national level is fully aligned to helping to 
deliver sustainable growth from the sector. 
And again, so far we’re encouraged by what 
we’re seeing.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
The EU will continue to do all it can in putting 
the framework in place to provide the 
business conditions and the support that 
encourage producers to grow.
I call on you to continue to produce with 
confidence, and with pride more excellent 
quality, environmentally friendly, fresh fish 
farmed in the EU.
We need the fish. We need the jobs.

Commission proposes fishing 
opportunities for the Black Sea for 2015
(02/12/2014) 
The Commission has today proposed a cut to 
the annual EU quota for turbot by 15%, to 74 
tonnes, and to keep the EU quota for sprat 
unchanged at 11 475 tonnes. The proposal is 
based on the advice by the Commission's 
Scientific, Technical and Economic 
Committee for Fisheries (STECF). The 
proposal will now be discussed by EU 
ministers at the December Fisheries Council. 

Only two Member States, namely Bulgaria 
and Romania, are concerned by the 
proposals. The EU quota for turbot is divided 
evenly between the two Member States whilst 
for sprat Bulgaria and Romania's national 
quotas are set respectively at 70% and 30 % 
of the total EU quota. 

The Commission is promoting a regional 
approach to fisheries management in the 
Black Sea. Last year, a set of measures 
affecting the turbot fishery were adopted in 
the framework of the General Fisheries 
Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM). 
The work on establishing a management plan 
for turbot in the region will continue in 2015.

Link
TACs and quotas
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New rules on consumer information: List 
of names of sub-areas and divisions for 
North-East Atlantic (FAO fishing areas 27) 
and Mediterranean and Black Sea (FAO 
fishing area 37)
(28/11/2014)
Ahead of the application of the new rules on 
consumer information for fisheries and 
aquaculture products, the names of sub-
areas and divisions for FAO fishing areas 27 
(North-East Atlantic) and 37 (Mediterranean 
and Black Sea) are now available in all EU 
official languages on Fisheries website.
This reference document, compiled in 
consultation with Member States, is planned 
to support producers in the transition phase 
until the new rules on consumer information 
become applicable on 13 December 2014. It 
provides an easily accessible and 
comprehensive overview of the names of the 
sub-areas and divisions for the North-East 
Atlantic and the Mediterranean and Black 
Sea.
For fish caught in these two areas, 
Regulation 1379/2013 on the Common 
Organisation of the Markets requires that 
more detailed information be provided to the 
consumer as compared to fish caught 
elsewhere. Further information on the new 
rules on consumer information can be found 
on our FAQs page.

Links:
Marketing of fishery and aquaculture products

Names of sub-areas and divisions for FAO 
fishing areas 27 (North-East Atlantic) and 37 
(Mediterranean and Black Sea) in all EU 
official languages

Map of fishing areas in the EU

Frequently asked questions

EU – Guinea-Bissau renew sustainable 
fisheries cooperation
(24/11/2014)
Following the restoration of constitutional 
order in Guinea-Bissau, the EU and Guinea-
Bissau have signed a new three-year 
fisheries Protocol under the Sustainable 
Fisheries Partnership Agreement between 
the two parties. EU boats, mostly from Spain, 
Portugal, France, Greece and Italy, will now 
be able to resume fishing in local waters 
following a two year interruption. 

The agreement will allow up to 40 EU vessels 
to operate in Guinea-Bissau waters in return 
for a financial contribution of €9.2m a year by 
the EU. As part of that the EU will invest €3m 
a year to support the development of the local 
fisheries sector by strengthening Guinea-
Bissau's monitoring, control and surveillance 
capacity, encouraging scientific cooperation, 
improving sanitary controls and offering 
support to artisanal fisheries. These actions 
will be programmed and implemented in 
accordance with the priorities expressed by 
Guinea-Bissau and will be consistent with the 
actions supported by the EU through the 
European Development Fund
The new Protocol is good value for the EU 
and will also be a significant boost to the local 
economy and to the development of the 
fisheries sector. Fisheries is an important 
economic activity and source of jobs for 
Guinea Bissau whilst EU boats have an 
interest in fishing tuna, shrimps, cephalopods 
and demersals along the country's coast. As 
with all of the EU's agreements, the 
partnership with Guinea Bissau is based on 
the principles of resource sustainability, good 
governance, and local development. The fight 
against illegal fishing is of particular 
importance to both parties and can only be 
addressed through the cooperation and joint 
approach central to this agreement.
with Member States, EU institutions and other 
stakeholders - will strive to ensure its 
effective implementation which will put the EU 
firmly on the path of a sustainable fishing 
sector and fishing communities,” said Pascal 
Savouret, EFCA Executive Director. Progress
confirmed for Belize, Fiji, Panama, Togo and 
Vanuatu

Important agreement with Norway and 
Faroe Islands for the sustainable fishing 
of mackerel 
(21/11/2014) 
The Commission welcomes that the EU, the 
Faroe Islands and Norway reached 
agreement on 21 November on an 
arrangement on mackerel fisheries for 2015. 
This arrangement, which established the 
quota sharing for 2015, follows up on the five-
year arrangement between the Parties for 
mackerel for the period 2014 to 2018 reached 
in London on 12 March. It was unfortunate 
that during 2014, ICES (International Council 
for the Exploration of the Sea) had been 
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unable to deliver their advice on the basis of 
which the Parties could have developed a 
revised management plan as foreseen in the 
five-year arrangement. However, the Parties 
did agree in the absence of this advice to 
base the TAC (Total Allowable Catch) for 
2015 on the precautionary reference points 
established at the last benchmarking exercise 
on the stock in February 2014. The Parties 
will therefore recommend the adoption of a 
total catch limitation of 1,054,000 tonnes for 
the mackerel fishery in 2015 in the North-East 
Atlantic, noting that ICES confirms this TAC 
level as both sustainable and precautionary.
In line with the five-year arrangement, the 
Parties also set aside a Coastal State and 
NEAFC (North East Atlantic Fisheries 
Commission) reserve equivalent to 15.6% of 
the TAC to provide for new adherents to the 
Arrangement, such as, Iceland.
Commissioner Karmenu Vella said “I very 
much welcome this agreement on mackerel 
for 2015. It builds on the framework 
established last March. The proper 
management of mackerel resources is vital 
for our coastal communities, and for our 
fishing and processing industries in particular. 
It is our joint responsibility to manage this 
resource in a sustainable manner. We look 
forward to the early establishment of a long-
term management strategy in line with the 
ICES advice.”
Mackerel TACs and quotas for 2015
In accordance with the 2014 Mackerel 
Arrangement, the Delegations agreed to the 
following arrangement on the quota shares 
for 2015:
Tonnes
European Union: 519,512
Faroe Islands: 132,814
Norway: 237,250
15.6% reserve: 164,424
TOTAL 1,054,000 

EU and Senegal sign Sustainable 
Fisheries Partnership Agreement 
(20/11/2014) 
Following an eight year hiatus the EU and 
Senegal have today signed a new five-year 
Sustainable Fisheries Partnership 
Agreement. The agreement will allow up to 
38 EU boats to fish in Senegalese waters in 
return for a €8.69m payment by the EU. 
This represents good value for money for 
both parties and, as with all of the EU's 

fishing partnerships, the agreement is based 
on the principles of resource sustainability, 
good governance, and local development. As 
part of the deal the EU will invest €750,000 a 
year into developing the local fisheries sector. 
In particular, support will be directed towards 
improving surveillance, combatting illegal 
fishing, and promoting scientific cooperation. 
Local artisanal fishermen will also directly 
benefit from the conservation and 
rehabilitation of spawning areas and 
vulnerable ecosystems on which their 
livelihoods depend on.
The Senegalese Minister of Fisheries and 
Maritime Economy, Omar Gueye, and the 
European Commissioner for Environment, 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Karmenu 
Vella, will meet this afternoon to stress the 
importance of reactivating this sustainable 
partnership between two of the major fishing 
players in West Africa after eight years 
without agreement. The partnership will 
further strengthen the region's general 
governance of fisheries and its fight against 
illegal fishing.

Latvia ahead of schedule on improving 
fisheries control
(20/11/2014) 
The European Commission has welcomed 
the great strides made by Latvia in 
addressing the shortcomings of its national 
fisheries control system. 
An action plan, drawn up in May 2013, listed 
a set of actions and deadlines to redress the 
issues identified with the system was 
scheduled to be completed by the 2nd 
quarter of 2015. However, thanks to its 
considerable efforts and close cooperation 
with the European Commission, Latvia has 
successfully implemented its action plan. To 
keep up the momentum, the Latvian 
authorities have agreed to go even further in 
their efforts to by working towards additional 
improvements to their control system by 31st 
March 2015.
Ensuring a level playing field for 
fishermen
This action plan is the latest step in a 
structured Commission approach to address 
deficiencies in fisheries control. Without 
effective control and enforcement systems in 
EU countries, the Commission's ambitious 
sustainability goals risk not being achieved 
and the health of Europe's fish stocks may be 
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jeopardised for future generations. An 
effective control system also ensures a level 
playing field for fishermen across Europe - all 
fishermen should play by the same rules. 
Action plans are designed as to address 
systemic organisational problems, while other 
enforcement means are used to deal with 
more isolated issues. The Commission is 
working with Member States individually to 
determine what steps need to be taken to 
reach those standards.
Tangible improvements
Since the adoption of the plan in May 2013 
Latvia has taken a number of steps to 
improve its control system:

 Fisheries control funding has 
increased by 686,400 LVL 
(approximately 976,758 EUR).

 The administrative capacity has by 
31%, including 12 new inspectors' 
posts, and by organising regular 
training for inspectors.

 The technical capacity has been 
strengthened with a 29% increase in 
the number of cars as well as a new 
vessel for marine inspectors.

 The catch data system has been 
restructured and a new IT system 
(Latvian Fisheries Integrated Control 
and Information System) is 
operational.

 Through the development of an IT 
application allowing access to ERS 
and VMS data and their validation, 
fisheries inspectors now have access 
to relevant data. The technical means 
for inspectors to access the data has 
also been improved

 A risk-based work plan with targeted 
inspection benchmarks has been 
adopted and the benchmarks 
achieved

 A risk assessment framework has 
been established, allowing for more 
targeted and efficient inspections. The 
risk assessment team , made up of six 
experts and a head of the Control 
Division, is in charge of risk 
assessment and produces an updated 
monthly list of vessels graded by risk 
level. The point system for 
infringements is being applied and 
accounted for in the risk assessment.

Background
Fisheries rules and control systems are 
agreed at EU level, but implemented and 

carried out by the national authorities and 
inspectors of EU Member States.
To enforce the EU's Common Fisheries 
Policy rules, there is a European control 
system in place, designed to ensure that only 
the allowed quantities of fish are caught, to 
collect the necessary data for managing 
fishing opportunities, and to ensure the rules
are applied to fishermen across the EU in the 
same manner. The system is set out in the 
EU's Control Regulation which entered into 
force on 1 January 2010 and which 
thoroughly modernised the EU's approach to 
fisheries control. It provides for a series of 
new instruments to assist Member States in 
implementing the agreed rules, including 
system auditing and action plans.
Together with the EU's IUU Regulation -
which focuses on combatting illegal fishing in 
particular when entering the EU and ensures 
the legality of imported fisheries products- the 
Control Regulation forms a strong and 
consistent control system that ensures a level 
playing field both for fish caught in EU waters 
and imported fish.

The International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 
2014: Sustainable increase for Bluefin 
tuna quota supported by science
(17/11/2014)
The European Union has welcomed the 
International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 
decision to increase the quota for Eastern 
and Mediterranean Bluefin tuna by just under 
20% a year over the next three years. This 
moderate increase is fully in line with 
scientific advice and comes after several 
years of prudent management following the 
near collapse of the stock.
European Commissioner for Environment, 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Karmenu 
Vella stressed the importance of a 
sustainable increase: "Tough decisions and 
sacrifices had to be made to ensure that the 
Bluefin tuna stock didn’t collapse altogether. 
Today's decision on a gradual and moderate 
increase is in line with scientific advice and 
ensures that the stock's future is not 
jeopardised. At the same time it is a good 
reward to the efforts of the fishermen to 
restore this important stock that will bring 
about significant economic benefits."
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Responsible measures taken on key 
stocks
ICCAT continued to take responsible 
measures based on scientific advice for a 
range of key stocks. For Eastern and 
Mediterranean Bluefin tuna the quota will be 
increased by just under 20% annually over
the next three years subject to an annual 
review as suggested by the EU and in line 
with scientific advice. For Western Bluefin 
tuna, the quota will be increased by 14%for 
the next two years. This is also within 
scientific advice. The EU reminded the other 
Parties to ICCAT that a more consistent 
approach should be applied in the future for 
the management of the eastern and the 
western BFT stock.
Slow progress on sharks
However, little progress was made on sharks 
with the EU's proposal on shark finning once
again rejected. ICCAT did adopt the EU's 
proposal on shortfin mako for better data 
collection, reporting on implementation and 
research and an anticipated stock 
assessment in 2016.
Fight against illegal fishing and better 
science prioritised
On control and enforcement and the fight 
against illegal fishing, key progress was 
made. In particular, ICCAT adopted 
guidelines for the cross-listing of vessels on 
illegal fishing lists of other management 
organisations.
On better science, ICCAT agreed to the EU's 
proposal to implement the tagging 
programme for Atlantic Tropical Tunas. This 
will allow the EU to commit 13,4m EUR from 
developments fund.
Background
ICCAT is an inter-governmental fishery 
organisation responsible for the conservation 
of tunas and tuna-like species in the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Mediterranean composed of 
47 members. The EU is a member and the 
European Commission negotiates on behalf 
of the EU at ICCAT.



THE TRAWLER 12 DECEMBER 2014

MEETINGS OF THE REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCILS

RAC DATE PLACE TYPE Main issues

BSAC 07/01/2015 Brussels Joint WG
COM proposal management plan 
for the Baltic

Pelagic AC 19/02/2015 The Hague ExCom, WGI and II

SWWAC April 2015 (tbc) Bilbao WG I and II

PELAC 08/07/2015 The Netherlands WG I and II

PELAC 09/07/2015 The Netherlands ExCom

PELAC 07/10/2015 Edinburgh (tbc) WG I and II

PELAC 08/10/2015 Edinburgh (tbc) GA and ExCom

Abbreviations:

- NWW RAC: North Western Waters Regional Advisory Council (link)

- PEL RAC: Pelagic Regional Advisory Council (link)

- NS RAC: North Sea Regional Advisory Council (link)

- MED RAC: Regional Advisory Council for the Mediterranean (link)

- SWW RAC: South Western Waters Regional Advisory Council (link)

- LD RAC: Long Distance Fleet Regional Advisory Council (link)

- BS RAC: Baltic Sea Regional Advisory Council (link)

- MIRAC: ICES/RAC meeting

- GA: General Assembly, ExCom: Executive Committee, WG: Working Group, FG: Focus ·Group
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MAIN INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS

NORWAY/COASTAL STATES/NEAFC/RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Date Organisation
Type of 
meeting

Venue

December 2014
01 - 05/12 EU-Norway Annual consultations - 2nd round Bilateral Clonakilty, Ireland
08 - 09/12 EU/Faroe Islands Bilateral Brussels

REGIONAL FISHERIES ORGANISATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS

Date Organisation Type of meeting Venue

December 2014
01 - 05/12 SEAFO Annual Meeting Windhoek, 

Namibia

11 GFCM Regional conference on sustainable 
aquaculture

Bari, Italy

January 2015
20 - 23 UN BBNJ WG New York, 

USA
26 - 28 GFCM Intersessional meeting of the Commission 

on the Amendment of the Rules of 
Procedure and Financial regulations

Rome

29 - 30 GFCM Compliance Committee Rome, Italy
30 - 06 SPRFMO Annual Meeting and subsidiary committees New Zealand 

February 2015
2-6 IOTC Performance review meeting Victoria, 

Seychelles
23 - 27/02 NASCO Intersessional meeting of the West 

Greenland Commission
Greenland

24-26 GFCM 9th session of the Committee on Aquaculture Marrakech, 
Morocco

2-6 SPRFMO The Commission of the South Pacific 
Regional Fisheries Management 
Organisation

Auckland, 
New Zealand

tbd International Commission for 
the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tuna (ICCAT) 

Compliance Committee tbd

March 2015
9 - 11 GFCM 4th meeting of the Working Group on Black 

Sea
Georgia

tbd SIOFA 2nd Session of the Commission Mauritius
tbd International Commission for 

the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tuna (ICCAT)

WG on dialogue between scientists and 
managers

tbd

tbd International Commission for 
the Consservation of Atlantic 
Tuna (ICCAT)

WG on Intergrated Monitoring Measures tbd

April 2015
13 - 15 OECD 115

th 
Session COFI Paris, France

May 2015
04 -06 General Fisheries 

Commission for the 
Mediterranean (GFCM)

Second regional Symposium on Sustainable 
Small Scale Fisheries in the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea

Algeria
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18 - 22 International Commission for 
the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tuna (ICCAT)

WG convention amendment (will require a 
non-paper to be discussed in the Council)

Miami 
(Florida)

tbd IOTC Annual Session tbd

June 2015
01 -05 North Atlantic Salmon 

Commission (NASCO) 
Annual Meeting Canada

tbc UN 25th Meeting of States' Parties to UNCLOS 
(SPLOS)

New York, 
USA

tbc UN 16th Meeting of the United Nations Open-
ended Informal Consultative Process on 
Oceans and the Law of the Sea (ICP)

New York, 
USA

tbd IOTC Technical Committee on Allocation Criteria Maldives (tbc)
tbc IATTC Annual Meeting tbd

July 2015

August 2015

September 2015
21 - 25 Northwest Atlantic Fisheries 

Organisation (NAFO)
Annual Meeting Halifax, 

Canada
tbc United Nations General 

Assembly
Oceans and Law of the Sea Resolution New York, 

USA

October 2015
tbc The Commission for the 

Conservation of Southern 
Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT)

Annual Meeting tbd

tbc Commission for the 
Conservation of Antarctic 
Marine Living Resources  
(CCAMLR) 

Annual Meeting Hobart

tbd OECD 116th Session COFI Paris, France

November 2015
tbc United Nations General 

Assembly
Sustainable Fisheries Resolution New York, 

USA
tbc United Nations General 

Assembly
Oceans and Law of the Sea Resolution New York, 

USA
tbc South East Atlantic Fisheries 

Organisation (SEAFO) 
Annual Meeting tbd

tbc International Commission for 
the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tuna (ICCAT)

Annual Meeting tbd

December 2015
tbc Western & Central Pacific 

Fisheries Commission 
(WCPFC)

Annual Meeting tbd
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FISHERIES PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS

COUNTRY

EXPIRATION 
DATE OF 
CURRENT 

PROTOCOL

JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING NEGOTIATIONS 
FORECAST 2015

SESSIONS

Date Location Date Location

Mauritania 15/12/2014 tbd tbd

Senegal 19/11/2019 Early 2015 Dakar
Guinea Bissau 23/11/2017 Jan/Feb tbd
Greenland 31/12/2015 24-25/11/2014

March 2015
Brussels
Copenhage
n

Spring 2015 tbd

W
E

S
T

 A
F

R
IC

A Cape-Verde 31/08/2014
Ivory Coast 30/06/2018
Gabon 23/07/2016 09-11/12/2014 Libreville 
Liberia No agreement/

protocol in force
São Tomé and 
Principe

23/05/2018

IN
D

IA
N

 O
C

E
A

N

Comoros 31/12/2016 Spring 2015

Madagascar 31/12/2014 beginning of 2015 Antananariv
o

Mauritius 27/01/2017

Mozambique 31/01/2015

Seychelles 17/01/2020

Mayotte 
(Access 
agreement on 
access of 
Seychelles 
flagged vessels 
to the EU )

19/05/2020 February/March 
2015 tbc

tbd

Kenya No Agreement/
Protocol

Tanzania No Agreement/
Protocol

P
A

C
IF

IC

Kiribati 15/09/2015 Spring 2015 tbd

Solomon 
Islands

No protocol in 
force

Micronesia No protocol in 
force

Cook Islands No Agreement/ 
Protocol in place 
yet
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COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

BUREAU

Chair Mr Alain CADEC
1st Vice-Chair Ms Linnéa ENGSTROM 3rd Vice-Chair Mr Werner KUHN 

2nd Vice-Chair Mr Jarosław Leszek WAŁĘSA 4th Vice-Chair Mrs Renata BRIANO 

COORDINATORS

EPP MATO ADROVER Gabriel ECR VAN DALEN Peter

S&D RODUST Ulrike GUE/NGL FERREIRA João
ALDE MARINHO E PINTO  António EFDD FINCH Raymond
Greens/EFA ENGSTROM LInnéa

COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES
FULL MEMBERS

COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES
SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS

AFFRONTE Marco IT EFDD BERGERON Joëlle FR EFDD

AGUILERA GARCÍA Clara Eugenia ES S&D BILBAO BARANDICA Izaskun ES ALDE

BRIANO Renata IT S&D BLANCO LÓPEZ José ES S&D

CADEC Alain FR EPP CHRISTENSEN Ole DK S&D

COBURN David GB EFDD DUNCAN Ian GB ECR

CORBETT Richard GB S&D GIESEKE Jens DE EPP

DODDS Diane ENJ NI GODDYN Sylvie FR NI

ENGSTROM Linnéa SE Greens/EFA GRÓBARCZYK Marek Józef PL ECR

FERREIRA João PT GUE/NGL HAZEKAMP Anja NL GUE/NGL

FINCH Raymond GB EFDD HEUBUCH Maria DE Greens/EFA

HUDGHTON Ian GB Greens/EFA HOOKEM Mike GB EFDD

ITURGAIZ Angulo ES EPP JADOT Yannick FR Greens/EFA

KUHN Werner DE EPP LOPE FONTAGNÉ Verónica ES EPP

LE PEN Jean-Marie FR NI MCAVAN Linda GB S&D

MARINHO E PINTO  António PT ALDE MILLÁN MON Francisco José ES EPP

MATO ADROVER Gabriel ES EPP MONTEIRO DE AGUIAR Cláudia PT EPP

NI RIADA Liadh IE GUE/NGL PAKSAS Rolandas LT EFDD

NICOLAI Norica RO ALDE PITTELLA Gianni IT S&D

RODUST Ulrike DE S&D PLENKOVIĆ Andrej HR EPP

SERNAGIOTTO Remo IT EPP REBEGA Constantin-Laurențiu RO S&D

SERRÃO SANTOS Ricardo PT S&D SASSOLI David-Maria IT S&D

THOMAS Isabelle FR S&D SCHREIJER-PIERIK Annie NL EPP

TOMAŠIĆ Ruža HR ECR SENRA RODRÍGUEZ María Lidia ES GUE/NGL

VAN DALEN Peter NL ECR

WAŁĘSA Jarosław Leszek PL EPP
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NEXT FISHERIES COMMITTEE MEETINGS

2015

 Wednesday, 21 January, 15h00-18h30 
 Thursday, 22 January, 9h00-12h30

 Monday, 23 February, 15h00-18h30
 Tuesday, 24 February, 9h00-12h30
 Tuesday, 24 February, 15h00-18h30

 Monday, 30 March, 15h00-18h30
 Tuesday, 31 March, 9h00-12h30

 Monday, 13 April, 15h00-18h30
 Tuesday, 14 April, 9h00-12h30
 Tuesday, 14 April, 15h00-18h30

 Wednesday, 06 May, 09h00-12h30
 Wednesday, 06 May, 15h00-18h30
 Thursday, 07 May, 09h00-12h30

 Tuesday, 16 June, 15h00-18h30
 Wednesday, 17 June, 9h00-12h30
 Wednesday, 17 June, 15h00-18h30


