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CHAIR'S WELCOME 

The next meeting of the 
ENVI Committee will be 
taking place in Brussels on 3-
4 December 2014 and will be 
addressing a broad range of 
issues. The Committee is 
expected to decide to apply 
the simplified procedure on 
a proposal on scientific 
examination of questions 

relating to food. Members will also vote on the outcome 
of interinstitutional negotiations on monitoring, 
reporting and verification of carbon dioxide emissions 
from maritime transport, as well as on a motion for a 
resolution following an objection to a comitology 
measure on calculation methods and reporting 
requirements under the Fuel Quality Directive. 
Additionally, Members will vote on the adoption of a 
question for oral answer on country of origin labelling for 
meat in processed foods and consider a motion for a 
resolution on the same issue.  

The Committee will also consider a draft report on the 
establishment and operation of a market stability reserve 
for the Union greenhouse gas emission trading system. A 
series of draft opinions on the 2013 discharge for the 
general budget and for budget of agencies falling under 
the remit of ENVI will be discussed. Moreover, the 
Committee will examine a draft opinion on the Annual 
Growth Survey 2015 which will feed into an own-initiative 
report by the ECON Committee, thus providing a 
contribution to the European Semester process. A 
proposal on the limitation of emissions of certain 
pollutants into the air from medium combustion plants 
will be debated as well.  

Mr Bernard Url, Executive Director of EFSA and Mr Geert 
Dancet, Executive Director of ECHA, are invited for their 
annual exchange of views with ENVI Members. A 
discussion will also be held with Commission negotiators 
on the chemicals' chapter of TTIP.  

Finally, in the context of their work on a proposal for a 
new Directive on national emission ceilings for certain 
atmospheric pollutants, Members will take part in a 
public hearing on EU air quality policy: reducing national 
emissions beyond 2020. 

 

Giovanni La Via 

MEETING PREVIEW 

Scientific examination of questions relating to food 

Adoption - simplified procedure (Rule 50(1) – without amendment) 

In the context of the on-going Regulatory Fitness and 
Performance Programme (REFIT) launched in 2012 to 
ensure a simple, clear and predictable regulatory 
framework, the Commission has committed to repeal 
obsolete legislation.  

The proposal repeals 
Directive 93/5/EEC on 
assistance to the 
Commission and 
cooperation by the 
Member States in the 
scientific examination of 
questions relating to 
food. The aim of this Directive initially was to ensure the 
smooth running of the Scientific Committee on Food. In 
2002, however, the scientific tasks entrusted to the 
Scientific Committee on Food were taken over by the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) and Decision 
97/579/EC establishing the Scientific Committee on Food 
was repealed. Directive 93/5/EEC has thus become 
obsolete. 

On 14 May 2014, ENVI coordinators decided to apply the 
simplified procedure, i.e. Rule 50(1) of the Rules of 
Procedure. 

Accordingly, the Chair will propose to approve the 
Commission proposal without amendments. The 
Commission proposal shall be deemed adopted if nobody 
or less than 1/10 of the Members of the ENVI Committee 
object(s). If the Commission proposal is approved, a 
report will be prepared for Plenary.  

Rapporteur: La Via (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Caputo (S&D), Paulsen (ALDE) 

 

Monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon dioxide 
emissions from maritime transport  

Vote on outcome of negotiations with the Council 

The main objective of this 
Regulation is to establish a 
European MRV system for 
CO2 emissions from ships 
as first step of a staged 
approach to reduce these 
emissions. In order to 

reduce the related administrative costs while ensuring 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/oj/1041/1041586/1041586en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/oj/1041/1041586/1041586en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0132(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124851/NICOLA_CAPUTO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4270/MARIT_PAULSEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/mrv_/mrv_en.pdf
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robust results, simple and lean MRV requirements are 
proposed.  

Accordingly the operational features of the proposed 
MRV system: 

- Focus on CO2 as predominant GHG emitted by ships 
and on other climate relevant information such as 
efficiency information to address market barriers for 
the uptake of cost-efficient mitigation measures and 
to align MRV with IMO discussions on efficiency 
standards for existing ships; 

- Calculate annual CO2 emissions based on fuel 
consumption, fuel type and energy efficiency using 
available data from log books, noon reports and 
bunker delivery notes; 

- Use existing structures and bodies of the maritime 
sector, in particular recognised organisations to verify 
emission reports and to issue documents for 
compliance. 

The EP adopted its position in first reading on 16 April 
2014 by 547 votes in favour, 63 against and 45 
abstentions. At its meeting of 24 September 2014, the 
ENVI Committee decided to open interinstitutional 
negotiations with the Council, pursuant to Rule 73 of the 
Rules of Procedure.  

The Committee will be voting on the outcome of 
negotiations between the Italian Presidency and the 
Parliament. 

Rapporteur: Faria (ALDE)   Procedure file   
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Guteland (S&D), Girling (ECR), Juaristi Abaunz 
(GUE/NGL), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Affronte (EFDD) 

 

Fuel Quality Directive - Calculation methods and reporting 
requirements 

Consideration and vote on draft motion for a resolution 

The Chairman received 
two objections to the 
draft Council Directive 
laying down calculation 
methods and reporting 
requirements pursuant 
to Directive 98/70/EC 
relating to the quality of 

petrol and diesel fuels.  

Article 7a(5) of the Fuel Quality Directive empowers the 
Commission to adopt implementing measures 
concerning the mechanism to monitor and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. In particular, the Commission 
has considered:  

- a method for calculating greenhouse gas emissions 
of fuels and other energy from non-biological 
sources;  

- a method for calculating the baseline fossil fuel 
greenhouse gas intensity to be used as a reference 
for measuring compliance with the target;  

- calculation and verification of the greenhouse gas 
intensity of electric energy used in electric vehicles;  

- any rules necessary to give effect to the requirement 
that two or more suppliers from one or more 
Member States are allowed to report their 
greenhouse gas intensity jointly;  

- any other measures necessary for the 
implementation of Article 7a.  

The draft Directive addresses all five elements outlined 
above. The objectors, Bas Eickhout MEP and Gerben-Jan 
Gerbrandy MEP, oppose the draft measure on the 
grounds that it is not compatible with the aim and 
content of the basic instrument due to the methodology 
proposed in the measure being inappropriate for an 
accurate estimation and reporting of the volume, type, 
origin and life cycle greenhouse gas emissions of fuels 
supplied as required by Article 7a of Directive 98/70/EC, 
or for ensuring compliance with the target set out in that 
Article. Furthermore, the methodology does not allow 
for differentiation between the greenhouse gas intensity 
of different feedstocks or for the reporting of actual 
emissions. 

In this particular case, as the Standing Committee failed 
to reach the qualified majority necessary to deliver an 
opinion, in accordance with Article 5a(4) of the 
Comitology Decision (Decision 1999/469/EC as 
amended), the Commission has transmitted to the 
Council a proposal for a Council Directive, which has also 
been forwarded to Parliament at the same time. The 
Parliament has four months from the date of 
transmission to the Council to express any opposition. 

The ENVI committee will hold exchanges of views and 
vote on the Motion for Resolution objecting to the 
measure.  

 

Country of origin-labelling for meat in processed foods 

Vote on question for oral answer and consideration of motion for a 
resolution 

From the Commission's own 
research 90% of consumers want 
to know the origin of meat in 
processed foods.  In the wake of 
the horsemeat scandal there is 
an even more pressing need for 
clear information to consumers 
and more transparency and 
accountability in the food supply chain.    

A their meeting of 12 November 2014, the Coordinators 
decided that the ENVI Committee should adopt an oral 
question to the Commission on the issue of country of 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125101/JOSE+INACIO_FARIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0224(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28126/Christofer_FJELLNER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124991/JYTTE_GUTELAND_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125051/JOSU_JUARISTI+ABAUNZ_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124797/MARCO_AFFRONTE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/fqd_1038700/fqd_1038700en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1035/1035695/1035695en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1035/1035697/1035697en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1035/1035697/1035697en.pdf
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origin labelling for meat in processed foods. The draft 
resolution accompanying the oral question will be 
discussed at this meeting following the vote on the 
question.  

Further to the Commission's report of 17 December 2013 
on the mandatory indication of the country of origin or 
place of provenance for meat used as an ingredient, the 
oral question focuses on the following issues: 

- a possible follow up with legislative proposals, as stated 
in the Food Information to Consumers Regulation; 

- the average price increases which may result from 
labelling the country of origin of meat in processed 
foods; 

- the option of labelling whether the meat is from EU or 
non-EU sources; 

- the voluntary labelling of origin of meat in processed 
foods which is already fairly widespread in some 
European retailers. 

 
Co-sponsors: Willmott (S&D), Girling (ECR), Jäätteenmäki (ALDE), Boylan 

(GUE), Taylor (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 

Establishment and operation of a market stability reserve 
for the Union greenhouse gas emission trading scheme  

Consideration of draft report 

The Commission proposes to 
make structural changes to 
the emissions trading 
system (ETS) to address the 
surplus of emission 
allowances which has been 

building up in the system in recent years. In particular, 
the Commission proposes that a market stability reserve 
would be created from 2021, which is the beginning of 
phase 4 of the ETS. More specifically, the Commission 
proposes that: 
- allowances would be added to the reserve where the 

total surplus exceeds 833 million allowances 
(equivalent to 12% of the total number of allowances 
in circulation in the year x-2,  according to the 
Commission's analysis);  

- 100 million allowances would be released from the 
reserve where the surplus is below 400 million 
allowances. 

The Rapporteur supports in principle the Commission 
proposal, and does not propose amendments to the 
structure and thresholds triggering the reserve. 
Nevertheless in his draft report he proposes a number of  
changes including on the following issues: to place the 
allowances backloaded to 2019 and 2020 (totalling 900 
million) directly into the reserve; provision for the 
Commission to propose at the earliest opportunity, 
appropriate carbon leakage arrangements for the 4th 

phase; and if the total number of allowances  in the 
reserve in year x-1 is higher than 400 million, 30 million 
allowances to be set aside and made available to support 
breakthrough innovation in low-carbon industrial 
technologies and processes. 

The deadline for amendments is 11 December 2014, with a 
vote in ENVI foreseen for 23-24 February 2015. 

Rapporteur: Belet (EPP)     Procedure file  
Shadows: Groote (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Kyllönen 
(GUE/NGL), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Affronte (EFDD)  

 
 

Discharge 2013: EU general budget, European Commission 

Consideration of draft opinions (EC, ECHA, EEA, EMA, EFSA,ECDC)  

Once a year, on the Council’s recommendation, 
Parliament grants discharge to the Commission, other 
institutions and the agencies in respect of 
implementation of the budget for the year n-2, after 
having examined the European Court of Auditors’ annual 
report and the replies from the Commission and the 
other institutions to its questions. The discharge reports 
are drawn up by the CONT committee and shall comprise 
the opinions of the committees concerned. 

The ENVI Discharge Rapporteur recommends to grant 
discharge to the Commission in respect of expenditure in 
the areas of environmental and climate policy, public 
health and food safety for the financial year 2013 as well 
as to all the related Agencies.  
 
The deadline for amendments is 11 December 2014, with a 
vote in ENVI envisaged for 29 January 2015. 
 
Rapporteur: La Via (EPP)    
Shadows: Kadenbach (S&D), Girling (ECR), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Javor 
(Greens/EFA), Konečná  (GUE/NGL), Evi (EFDD) 

 

European Semester for economic policy coordination: 
Annual Growth Survey 2015 

Consideration of draft opinion 

This is the first exchange of 
views on the draft opinion 
prepared by Mr Grammatikakis. 

The opinion will feed into the 
own-initiative report by ECON 
(rapporteur Dariusz Rosati, EPP), 
which provides Parliament's 

input into the first phase of the annual cycle of economic 
policy guidance and surveillance, namely the Spring 
European Council on the Annual Growth Survey (AGS) 
2015. 

The AGS 2015 communication was published by the 
Commission only on 28 November 2014. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35743/Glenis_WILLMOTT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28314/ANNELI_JAATTEENMAKI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124984/Lynn%20BOYLAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/102931/KEITH_TAYLOR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pr/1041/1041318/1041318en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28257/IVO_BELET_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2014/0011(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34728/MATTHIAS_GROOTE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124736/MERJA_KYLLONEN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124797/MARCO_AFFRONTE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1039/1039382/1039382en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/envi/envi_20141203_0900.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1039/1039368/1039368en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1039/1039369/1039369en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1039/1039370/1039370en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/pa/1041/1041484/1041484en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96816/GIOVANNI_LA+VIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97014/Karin_KADENBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/Gerben-Jan_GERBRANDY.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/1041/1041368/1041368en.pdf
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The draft opinion stresses that moving towards a truly 
sustainable economy will contribute to achieving the 
Union’s environmental goals, to giving back the 
European economy its competitive edge and to creating 
quality jobs. It calls on the European Commission to 
incorporate a European strategy for sustainable 
development into the European Semester procedure 
and calls for stronger investments to achieve its Europe 
2020 sustainable growth targets and its 2030 Climate and 
Energy targets. To this end, the new Investment Package 
and national policies coordinated under the European 
Semester procedure should be orientated towards 
investments contributing to sustainable development. 
Further, rapporteur also calls for shifting away from 
fossil fuel subsidies and stresses the importance of 
achieving full implementation of the current waste 
framework and the need to agree on new ambitious 
waste policy at EU level. 

The deadline for amendments is 10 December 2014 and 
the vote in ENVI is scheduled for 29 January 2015. 

Rapporteur: Grammatikakis (S&D)    
Shadows: Melo (EPP), Faria (ALDE) 

 

Limitation of emissions of certain pollutants into the air 
from medium combustion plants 

Exchange of views without document 

This is a first exchange of views 
on the Medium Combustion 
Plants proposal, which is part of 
the “Air Quality package” 
reviewing the EU Air quality 
Policy. 

There are approximately 150,000 
medium combustion plants in the EU, namely 
combustion plants with a rated thermal input between 1 
and 50 MW: they are used for a wide variety of 
applications and are an important source of emissions of 
sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and particulate matter. 
While small combustion plants can be covered by the 
Ecodesign Directive (2009/125/EC), and large combustion 
plants are controlled by the industrial emissions - IPCC 
Directive (2010/75/EU), emissions of air pollutants from 
medium combustion plants are generally not regulated 
at EU level: this proposal therefore puts forward 
provisions for this category. 

The proposal is designed to make a significant 
contribution to reduce pollution of NOx, SO2 and 
particulate matter by setting limit values for new and 
existing installations, together with a simple registration 
scheme, in order to help deliver a significant part of 
Member States' emission reduction obligations and also 
avoid possible trade-offs between air quality and 

increased biomass use, which may otherwise result in 
increased air pollution.  

The consideration of a draft report is envisaged for 23-24 
February 2015, with a vote in ENVI on 13-14 April 2015. 

Rapporteur: Grzyb (EPP)    Procedure file  
Shadows: Paolucci (S&D), Wiśniewska (ECR), Huitema (ALDE), Rodriguez-
Rubio (GUE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 

Exchange of views with Commission negotiators on the 
chemicals chapter of TTIP 

The TTIP negotiations 
began in July 2013 and 
have so far consisted of 
seven negotiation rounds. 
 
The TTIP is expected to 
improve market access 

for the two biggest economies in the world by removing 
any outstanding tariff barriers to trade as well as 
minimising non-tariff ones by regulatory alignment of 
technical regulations, standards and approval 
procedures. The TTIP negotiations will also look at 
opening both markets for services, investment, and 
public procurement. Once fully implemented, the TTIP is 
expected to boost the EU GDP by 0.5% or €120 billion 
annually. 

In its position on chemicals, the Commission states that 
the objective of the negotiations in this field is to reach 
regulatory cooperation/convergence within the limits of 
existing legal frameworks on both sides. Four main 
areas have been identified where higher degree of 
convergence may increase efficiencies and reduce costs: 

a) prioritising chemicals for assessment - the two sides 
have different systems which do not foresee the 
consultation of the authorities on the other side; the 
methods for assessment is another area while there 
is cooperation between EPA and ECHA, that could be 
intensified 

b) alignment in classification and labelling of chemicals 
- international standards already exist which are a 
fusion of previous EU and US ones - the UN GHS 
(Global Harmonised System). The EU CLP Regulation 
effectively implements the UN GHS while the US does 
not use it throughout. Both EU & US could work 
towards agreeing classifications that could become 
basis for a global list of agreed GHS classifications; 

c) co-operation in new and emerging issues - in such 
areas as endocrine disruptors, nanomaterials, mixture 
toxicity, where no horizontal legislation exists yet on 
either side 

d) enhanced information sharing and protection of 
confidential business information (CBI) - work in that 
field could reduce duplication of tests on animals for 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125112/GIORGOS_GRAMMATIKAKIS_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96978/NUNO_MELO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125101/JOSE+INACIO_FARIA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23785/ANDRZEJ_GRZYB_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0442(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124849/MASSIMO_PAOLUCCI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124877/JADWIGA_WISNIEWSKA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/Jan%20HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125033/TERESA_RODRIGUEZ-RUBIO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125033/TERESA_RODRIGUEZ-RUBIO_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743/Mich%25C3%25A8le_RIVASI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
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example, yet it needs to be clarified to what extent 
the CBI definitions on both sides are equivalent; 

 
The Commission also published on 21.11.2014 two papers 
that they presented at the 7th negotiating round - in 
view of increasing transparency of the Commission in the 
negotiating process: 
- Draft outline for provisions on chemicals (Sept 2014); 
- Discussion non-paper "How to put ideas for cooperation 
under TTIP into practice – a few examples" (Sept 2014). 

 

Exchange of views with Bernhard Url (Executive Director 
of EFSA) 

Annual exchange of views  

The visit of Mr Url will serve for the 
annual exchange of views in order to 
present the work plan by the 
European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) since the appointment of its 

new Executive Director General in May 2014. Topics could 
include: 
- Update on key scientific areas in public health 

(zoonoses, animal welfare, bees health, emerging 
risks and urgent advice...) and  regulated substances 
(Bisphenol A, GMOs, pesticides, Dietary Reference 
Values, aspartame and food additives); 

- Recent EFSA's assessment of risk of Ebola 
transmission through food; 

- Evolution of EFSA's role in environmental risk 
assessment, post-marketing monitoring and 
efficacy/benefit assessment; 

- EFSA’s Science Strategy for 2012-2016; 
- Update on EFSA new policy on transparency (part of 

the transparency initiative) 
- Cooperation with Member States and internal 

scientific capacity; 
- EFSA discharge for 2013; 
- Resignation/ replacement of one member of the 

Management Board in 2014. 

 

Exchange of views with Geert Dancet (Executive Director 
of ECHA) 

Annual exchange of views  

The ECHA Executive Director in his annual 
visit presents and discusses with Members 
the recent achievements and challenges 
of the agency in the implementation of 
the Union's chemicals regulations on 
REACH, Classification, Labelling and 
Packaging (CLP), Biocides and Prior 

Informed Consent (PIC), as outlined in the agency's work 
programmes. Focal topics of the visit will include the 
management of the regulatory processes, progress of 
work on safe chemicals and support for businesses to 
meet their obligations under the EU chemicals legislation. 

Public Hearing on EU air quality policy:  Reducing national 
emissions beyond 2020 

Draft programme 

Committee Members 
exchange views with 
experts about the 
future EU air quality 
policy and its 
instruments, notably 
the proposed revision 
of the National 

Emission Ceilings Directive which would establish, in 
particular, new national emission reduction 
commitments for key air pollutants applicable from 2020 
and 2030  and covering SO2, NOx, NMVOC, NH3, fine 
particulate matter and methane. While the proposal 
would bring about major improvements for citizens' 
health and the environment, emission reductions will 
have to be delivered by different economic sectors, 
including industry, transport and agriculture, and thus 
affect a braod range of stakeholders. In addition, 
improvements in air quality can pose specific local 
challenges in certain regions. The hearing will have two 
panels of expert speakers addressing these issues from 
different angles.  
 
Rapporteur: Girling (ECR)       Procedure file  
Shadows: Gardini (EPP), Dance (S&D), Bearder (ALDE), Konečná (GUE), 
Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD) 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/necd_hearing_/necd_hearing_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/envi/dv/necd_hearing_/necd_hearing_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2013/0443(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58758/Elisabetta_GARDINI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124952/SEB_DANCE_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124844/PIERNICOLA_PEDICINI_home.html
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  

Air pollution in Europe comes with a high 
price tag, according to a new report from the 
EEA. While policies have improved air quality 
overall, air pollution is still the main 

environmental health hazard, resulting in high costs for 
health care systems, unhealthy workers and an 
estimated 400,000 premature deaths in Europe in 2011. 
More 

 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

ECDC has mobilised more of its staff to 
support the Commission and the Member 
States in their response to the Ebola 

outbreak. ECDC's rapid risk assessment was updated 
twice to reflect the current risk Ebola poses to the EU 
and to EU citizens in West Africa. The agency has also 
published practical advice and guidance, focusing inter 
alia on the risk to health professionals who may be 
involved in treating Ebola patients. ECDC has published a 
very useful tutorial on this. ECDC also continues to 
monitor all other diseases and health threats for Europe. 
More 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA has published a video to raise 
awareness about the importance of the 
EU CLP Regulation. From 1 June 2015, 
the Classification, Labelling and 

Packaging (CLP) Regulation will be the only legislation to 
apply to the classification and labelling of both 
substances and mixtures. More 

 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  

The European Medicines Agency 
has released a practical guide 
detailing the process for 
requesting access to unpublished 
documents held by the Agency. 
More 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  

EFSA has updated its scientific advice on 
food allergens in a recent opinion on the 
evaluation of allergenic foods and food 

ingredients for labelling purposes. EFSA's Scientific 
Opinion looks in detail at all the allergenic products and 
substances whose presence in food must be indicated on 
labelling, according to EU law.  More  
 
EFSA is also assessing the current situation on the highly 
contagious H5N8 avian influenza A virus in Europe and 
the world- focusing on the possible entry routes of the 
virus into Europe as it has recently been detected in 
Germany, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. The 
European Commission submitted an urgent request to 
EFSA for a scientific report on the topic, which will be 
delivered in early December 2014. More 
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Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia library and you 
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Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
21-22 January 2015, in Brussels 
See also the 2015 meeting dates for future meetings. 
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