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ADOPTION OF DRAFT REPORT

Cross-border exchange of information on
road safety
Ordinary legislative procedure, first reading
Rapporteur: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D; ES)

Almost all of the political groups supported the
Rapporteur's proposal and insisted on the
importance of having this piece of legislation
passed as soon as possible. This was necessary to
comply with the Court of Justice's deadline of 6
May 2015 to have a new directive in place.
Therefore the amendments aimed at changing
the content of the file were not supported, nor
were those which could be interpreted as a re-
nationalisation of the file.

The legislative proposal as amended was
adopted with 36 votes in favour, 5 against and 3
abstentions. The mandate to enter into
negotiations with the Council was also supported
by a broad majority.

VOTE ON DRAFT MOTION FOR REJECTION

of RPS (Classification of serious infringements
in road transport)

The draft motion, presented jointly by the EPP and
the S&D groups, seeking to veto the adoption of
this measure, adopted under the regulatory
procedure with scrutiny, was adopted by the
Committee.

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS

With Commissioner Bulc

This was the first appearance of Commissioner
Bulc in the Committee, following her confirmation
hearing of 20 October 2014. In her speech, the
Commissioner focused on the investment plan
adopted by the Commission last week and, in
particular, its implications for the transport sector.
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Investment needs for the corridors of the TEN-T
network alone are estimated to be more than €75
billion per year. The new European Fund for
Strategic Investment, set up in partnership with
the European Investment Bank (EIB), should offer
additional opportunities to finance those needs,
targeting in particular riskier projects or certain
types of investment having limited access to EU
grants. This would complement the Connecting
Europe Facility (CEF), the Cohesion Fund and EIB
loans. The Christophersen report has identified
transport projects along the TEN-T corridors as
particularly suited for the new European Fund to
which 10% of the budget available for CEF will be
allocated.

The Commissioner also referred to the German
road charging scheme ("Maut") initiative for
passenger cars. Although the Commission will only
have the right to take a formal position on the
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compatibility of the toll with EU law once it is
adopted by the German parliament, she
emphasised that any initiative should be done in
a manner that is entirely respectful of the EU
Treaties, including the non-discrimination
principle.

In the follow-up discussion, Members focused on
the following issues:

 the financing of transport infrastructure;
 the German toll initiative;
 social dumping and enforcement of social

legislation for drivers;
 aviation;
 decarbonisation of transport and the UN

climate change conference (COP21);
 the 4th Railway Package;
 road safety in particular for pedestrians

and cyclists;
 urban mobility; and
 state aid for ports.

Many Members also expressed their dissatisfaction
that transport is not explicitly mentioned in the ten
key policy areas of the Agenda for Jobs, Growth,
Fairness and Democratic Change, presented by
Commission President Juncker.
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PRESENTATIONS

Of the amended 2014 CEF Transport Work
Programmes

Mr Onidi, Director at DG MOVE, presented the
Commission’s draft Joint Implementing Decision
and the procedure concerning the Connecting
Europe Facility (CEF) annual work programmes as
of 2015. Under the EU Financial Regulation, it was
required to carry out an ex-ante assessment of
the new financial instruments provided for in the
CEF Regulation. It was therefore necessary to
amend the original work programme to take this
analysis into account.

Members were concerned about the leverage
effect debt instruments could have, compared to
equity instruments. Many questioned whether big
European infrastructure projects will actually
attract private investment in the long-term.

The Commission confirmed that there will be
€70 million available for transport in 2015 through
these financial instruments and the European
Investment Bank will be in charge of their
implementation. Members wished to know which
types of projects were already in the pipeline.
However the Commission explained that it was
too early to be able to give specific answers and
that it would present the projects to the
Committee in the new year.

The majority of Members also made reference to
the new investment plan put forward by
Commission President Juncker and to the €3.3
billion ear-marked from the CEF. According to Mr
Onidi, a revision of the legal basis of the CEF
Regulation will most probably be necessary in
2015 to take this into account.
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On the implementation report on the
deployment of Intelligent Transport Systems

Ms Kopczynska, Director at DG MOVE, presented
the Commission's report, which is the first of such
reports to be published every three years. It
concerns the progress made in the
implementation of the ITS Directive, including the
financial resources used and needed regarding
the adopted specifications. As the ITS Directive
was among the first to be supplemented with
delegated acts, the report also provides
information on the delegation of powers to the
Commission.

Members asked about integrated ticketing, data
protection, the status of transport in the Digital
Agenda, a harmonised Eurovignette for European
highways and compatibility of intelligent systems.
Many were concerned that legislation cannot
follow the pace of developments in IT matters.
Whereas there was a lot of knowledge as far as
these intelligent solutions were concerned,
European companies still had to test their ideas
outside of Europe, as legislation does not
sufficiently encourage innovation in Europe.

The Commission claimed that almost all priority
actions identified in the ITS Directive already
benefitted from common organisational,
functional and technical specifications. Only two -
the multimodal travel information services and a
system for reserving parking places for trucks –
were missing these specifications. For the former,
the relevant supplementing delegated acts were
being prepared, whereas for the latter, as no
specific interest for a regulatory approach had
been expressed, the Commission decided to put
the specifications for the reservation system on
hold.

A new single European platform for sharing
parking information was also under development.
It recalled that ITS solutions needed a completely

new mindset from users, too. The Commission is
relying on politicians, including Committee
Members, to raise awareness of the new
intelligent transport system approach.

HEARING

On transport accessibility and connectivity in
Central and Eastern Europe

The TRAN Committee invited nine speakers
representing various stakeholders to discuss the
connectivity of Central and Eastern Europe and
to propose ideas for possible improvements.
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Although the assessments and perspectives
differed, the experts agreed that the transport
infrastructure in that part of Europe remained
largely underdeveloped and that more needed
to be done to connect it to the rest of the
European Union network. They also agreed that
access by rail was generally worse than access by
road.

Members' views also diverged on progress made.
Some praised the efforts made by the EU
institutions in adopting new instruments, such as
the Connecting Europe Facility and the TEN-T
Networks. They also congratulated local
authorities for making the best use of available
funds and combining different funding sources.
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Others blamed the governments for not applying
for and implementing enough projects.

Similar divisions were also visible when the
balance between better connectivity and the
sustainability of new projects was discussed.
Members asked about cooperation with third
countries, the role of the region in bottom-up
planning, the role of the TEN-T Coordinators, the
support that the new Juncker Investment Plan
could mean for this region and integrated
ticketing.

A few members underlined the importance of Via
Carpatia as the spine of the whole European
transport network in Central and Eastern Europe,
while others said that only those projects not
harming the environment should be backed and
implemented. This view was supported by experts
who stressed that long term sustainability should
be a priority.

© European Union 2014

NEXT TRAN COMMITTEE MEETING, BRUSSELS

Planned draft agenda - To be confirmed

Monday, 19 January 2014, afternoon
 Announcement of Council's position at 1st reading

on Weights and Dimensions Directive / Leichtfried
 Exchange of views with Mr Doppelbauer -

Executive Director of ERA
 Exchange of views with the Commission, DG

MOVE, on the state of play on aviation agreements

Tuesday, 20 January 2014, morning
 Approval of the agreement on cross-border

exchange of information on road safety related to
traffic offences - vote / Ayala Sender

 Discharge 2013: European Commission and
Agencies - presentation of draft opinions

 Weights and Dimensions Directive - presentation of
the draft recommendation for 2nd reading /
Leichtfried

 Presentation by Italian Minister for Transport, Mr
Lupi, on IT Presidency conclusions

 Presentation by Italian Minister for Tourism, Mr
Franceschini, on IT Presidency conclusions
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Tuesday, 20 January 2014, afternoon
 Presentation by Latvian Minister for Transport on

LV Presidency priorities
 Presentation by Latvian Minister for Tourism on LV

Presidency priorities
 Presentation by the DG MOVE of Commission

Report on the application of Airport Charges
Directive

Meeting room: JAN 6Q2

TRAN MEETINGS 2015, BRUSSELS

Thursday, 29 January, 9h00-12h30
Thursday, 29 January, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 23 February, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 24 February, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 24 February, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 16 March, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 17 March, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 17 March, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 26 March, 9h00-12h30
Thursday, 26 March, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 13 April, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 14 April, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 14 April, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 4 May, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 5 May, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 5 May, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 28 May, 9h00-12h30
Thursday, 28 May, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 15 June, 15h00-18h30

Tuesday, 16 June, 9h00-12h30

Monday, 13 July, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 14 July, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 14 July, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 14 September, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 15 September, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 15 September, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 12 October, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 13 October, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 13 October, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 9 November, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 10 November, 9h00-12h30
Tuesday, 10 November, 15h00-18h30

Thursday, 3 December, 9h00-12h30
Thursday, 3 December, 15h00-18h30

Monday, 21 December, 15h00-18h30
Tuesday, 22 December, 9h00-12h30
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USEFUL LINKS

TRAN website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/TRAN/home.html

Policy Department Studies in the European Parliament:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/studies/searchPerform.do

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters:
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php

European Railway Agency newsletters:
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter/Pages/home.aspx

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters:
http://emsa.europa.eu/emsa-documents/emsa-publications.html

SESAR Joint Undertaking news
http://www.sesarju.eu/news-press/news

Innovation& Networks Executive Agency:
http://inea.ec.europa.eu/

DG MOVE newsletter:
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/newsletter/index_en.htm

Italian Presidency of the Council:
http://italia2014.eu/

Follow us on Twitter

@EP_Transport

For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat:
tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu


