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A new, ambitious EU Action Plan on human rights is needed-letter sent to Federica 

Mogherini 

 

In a letter sent on 12 December to the EU's High Representative Federica Mogherini, 

the Chair of Parliament's Human Rights Subcommittee Elena Valenciano stressed the 

need for the EU to adopt a "new, ambitious and strategically designed Action Plan" on 

human rights remaining equally ambitious in addressing emerging challenges. 

 

"Member States could take real ownership by using the EU strategic framework and the 

Action Plan as their own blueprint to inspire actions by their own governments" said Elena 

Valenciano, adding that Parliament hopes that under the new leadership "the EU will be more 

proactive in guaranteeing greater levels of coherence between its approach to human rights in 

external relations and the way it promotes and safeguards fundamental rights in the EU".  

 

"Migration, freedom of religion, LGBTI rights, business and human rights, violence against 

women and the fight against torture are but a few examples of areas where the EU is leading 

in the international arena but where it still faces internal challenges of its own in various 

respects", says the text of the letter. 

 

You can find in attachment the whole text of the letter sent on 12 December.  

 

Background information 

 

The EU is working on a new Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy, to replace the 

one expiring at the end of 2014. The European Parliament has been a staunch supporter of 

raising EU ambitions in promoting and protecting human rights and also asked for an EU 

Special Representative for human rights very early on. The Subcommittee on Human Rights 

has discussed the EU Action Plan in the framework of the informal Contact Group (the last 

meeting took place on 5 November) with the participation of representatives of the EEAS and 

the European Commission 

 

 


