
POLLUTION	  

Pollution	  is	  a	  big	  deal	  in	  the	  whole	  world	  but	  especially	  in	  my	  local	  area.	  The	  
reason	  I	  say	  this	  is	  because	  in	  my	  local	  area	  the	  beaches	  are	  closed	  to	  
swimming	  as	  there	  is	  sewage	  in	  the	  water	  and	  also	  a	  high	  percentage	  of	  E-‐Coli.	  
I	  would	  try	  to	  change	  this	  big	  problem	  in	  my	  local	  area	  and	  also	  in	  the	  
surrounding	  areas.	  I	  would	  be	  able	  to	  do	  this	  by	  getting	  funds	  to	  clean	  up	  the	  
water	  so	  families	  and	  everyone	  who	  wants	  to	  go	  swimming	  can	  enjoy	  the	  
beach	  all	  year	  round.	  This	  would	  also	  raise	  the	  tourism	  rate	  in	  the	  local	  area	  
which	  will	  boost	  	  the	  economy.	  This	  would	  be	  great	  for	  the	  local	  businesses.	  	  

HEALTHCARE 	  

Healthcare	  is	  a	  very	  important	  talking	  point	  across	  the	  whole	  world	  and	  is	  a	  
major	  talking	  point	  in	  Dublin.	  The	  reason	  for	  this	  is	  the	  overcrowding	  in	  
hospitals.	  Beaumont	  hospital	  in	  Dublin	  is	  a	  great	  example	  of	  overcrowding	  in	  
hospitals.	  I	  have	  personally	  been	  in	  Beaumont	  and	  I	  have	  seen	  sick	  and	  
wounded	  people	  lying	  on	  beds	  in	  the	  corridors	  as	  there	  is	  simply	  just	  not	  
enough	  rooms	  for	  everyone	  in	  the	  hospital.	  I	  would	  fix	  this	  major	  problem	  by	  
getting	  funds	  together	  to	  fund	  a	  brand	  new	  hospital	  or	  even	  just	  to	  extend	  the	  
already	  built	  Beaumont	  hospital.	  I	  feel	  we	  really	  need	  to	  sort	  out	  this	  problem	  
soon	  due	  to	  our	  growing	  population.	  This	  is	  a	  big	  problem	  in	  Dublin	  and	  needs	  
to	  be	  fixed	  quick.	  	  

UNEMPLOYMENT 	  

Unemployment	  is	  a	  big	  problem	  in	  Ireland	  today.	  Since	  the	  recession	  has	  hit	  
Ireland	  the	  Irish	  percentage	  rate	  for	  unemployment	  has	  risen	  dramatically.	  
More	  and	  more	  people	  have	  had	  to	  be	  let	  go	  due	  to	  businesses	  having	  to	  cut	  
staff	  and	  also	  due	  to	  businesses	  having	  to	  shut	  down.	  Unemployment	  leads	  to	  
less	  money	  in	  people's	  hands	  which	  leads	  to	  people	  spending	  less	  money	  
which	  leads	  to	  economy	  in	  the	  country	  to	  drop.	  This	  is	  bad	  for	  any	  country	  as	  it	  
leads	  to	  the	  country	  having	  to	  borrow	  money	  from	  other	  countries.	  
Unemployment	  also	  leads	  to	  people	  not	  being	  able	  to	  pay	  their	  bills	  e.g.	  
mortgage.	  This	  leads	  to	  banks	  repossessing	  houses	  which	  then	  leads	  to	  people	  
becoming	  homeless	  which	  highers	  the	  homelessness	  rate	  in	  Ireland.	  	  
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 Manifesto :   
  
ALCOHOL LEGISLATION 

It is known that Irish people have an outstanding reputation for enjoying alcohol but 
taking in consideration the latest statistics, we see that 6 out of 10 people aged 16 or 
younger admit to having tried alcohol before. The issue is serious and conveys long-term 
effects on health. Thus, a ban on alcohol advertising near playgrounds, schools and 
public transport as well as advertisements for alcohol in sports events, should be put in 
place. Also, a minimum level of alcohol pricing should be set according to its 
concentration etc. This will aim at decreasing the alcohol consumption levels in young 
people. Finally, provision of calorie information should be displayed on all alcoholic 
products as an incentive to decrease the level of consumption. Supermarkets will also be 
required to stock alcoholic beverages away from all the other products.  

 

 

 
CALORIE COUNTS IN TAKE-AWAYS: MANDATORY 

Some restaurants already do this but from now on, all take-away fast food outlets must 
comply with the new regulation. The calorie counts along with the prices will be 
displayed on all menus, leaflets and digital menus in the same font and colour. The 
regulation is much needed after analysing the results of “Health of the Nation’s Survey” 
which showed that 60% of the Irish public is either overweight or obese. I also believe 
that in order to ensure full compliance a schedule for inspection, sampling, monitoring 
and penalties for non-compliances should be set up to ensure the follow-up of the law. 
Leeway should be given to those restaurants who change their menus regularly as this 
would imply extra costs in order to change the calories count to fit the new meal each 
day. In my opinion, this legislation will make consumers more aware of their calories 
intake and health style, assuming that the consumption of these foods will decrease.  



 

 

GETTING PEOPLE BACK TO WORK 

After an almost 7 year recession, when Ireland endured drastic austerity policies, it 
seems that the economy is slowly but gradually getting back on its feet. As a 
consequence of these policies, many people lost their jobs which led to mass 
unemployment and emigration. Thus, the Back To Work Enterprises Allowance ( BTWEA) 
Scheme was set up to encourage people who receive government payments such as 
Social Welfare, Jobseeker’s Allowance/Benefit etc to become self employed and set up 
their own businesses. Monetary incentives will also be given to help fund the staring 
costs but also training periods. I believe that this will create a generation of enthusiastic 
entrepreneurs who will help the economy grow sporadically over the next few years and 
also help to reduce the level of debt.  

 

Irish people need to be shown the truth behind their consumption of unhealthy 
foods and beverages and thus, I will always work hard to make them aware of its 
hazards. I will work on implementing advertising campaigns to show the consequences 
and therefore emphasise the first two legislations mentioned above. 

The employment of people who are currently on Social welfare payments will be a 
long and laborious process but I believe that if we remain motivated, we can succeed.  



 

A Vote for HUSSEY will 
ensure that… 

Education: 
Education is very important to every country in the world. 
If you vote for me I plan to make changes to improve the 
education system. Some changes include: 

Ø Reintroducing languages into primary schools such 
as French, German, Japanese and Spanish. These 
would be basic courses so children have a head start 
going into secondary school.  

Ø Most primary schools don’t teach subjects like art 
that often. I plan to introduce subjects like art, 
music and crafts to all primary schools. 

Ø Over the past couple of years obesity levels have 
risen in Europe and Ireland. Most primary and 
secondary schools teach PE once a week. So I plan 
to make a change to this so there is more focus on 
sports and exercise. I also feel more projects like 
food dudes should be introduced to deal with this 
issue. 

Crime: 
Crime is a serious issue that needs to be addressed in 
Ireland. Due to budget cuts in An Garda Siochana, Crime 
rates have increased in Ireland. If you vote for me I plan to 
decrease the crime rate by: 

Ø Recruiting more Guards. There is a shortage of 
guards and because of this we see local Garda 
stations such as Lusk only being open for 4 hours 
most days between 8 – 10 am and 5 – 7 pm. So 
more Guards would mean more opening hours and 
also if anything happens more guards will be at the 
scene. 

Ø Guards spend too much time on administration 
(paperwork). I propose establishing a new section 
in the Garda Siochana to deal with just 
administration. Thereby freeing up Guards for 
policing duties. 

Ø Drugs are a huge issue in small towns like Rush 
and Lusk. I suggest funding searches and 
investigations that are to be carried out to solve 
drug related cases. 

Healthcare: 
There are quite a few flaws in the Irish Healthcare system. 
If you vote for me I plan to get rid of these flaws by: 

Ø Hospitals such as Beaumont in Dublin don’t have 
beds to care for patients so patients are left in 
trollies in A&E. Therefore I suggest the funding of 
a new hospital in Dublin. 

Ø I plan to start a project that recruits specialists who 
specialize in certain operations etc. This then 
means the specialists could travel to hospitals 
across the country so that patients don’t have to 
travel across the country to get an operation.  

Ø There is a shortage of ambulances in Ireland and 
Dublin especially. In some places there is one 
ambulance for a huge area. I suggest a project that 
involves funding new ambulance crews and 
ambulances. 

 

 

 





 

 

My policies for the European Union- Sadhbh Price 

 
 

 
1. Education 
 
My goal for education is to increase the funding for courses taught through 
Irish or courses about the Irish Language. Irish is our native language but 
unfortunately the majority of us can’t speak it fluently. I want to change this. I 
would also like to endorse scholarships for going to the Gaeltacht as many 
people can’t afford to go. I believe this would increase the number and quality 
of Irish teachers and students alike. My improving our language I believe we 
would grow as a nation and a community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2. Gender Equality 
I believe that the only way to encourage equality is to empower young men 
and women to disregard gender roles through self-confidence and leadership 
courses. I feel that by improving ourselves, to a point where we feel satisfied 
in what we are saying, we can start to reinforce this idea in others. As well as 
this I feel there needs to be more campaigning and legislation for sexual 
abuse and violence against any gender. For example what constitutes sexual 
abuse? By improving people’s self-worth, giving them support and people to 



 

 

look up to I believe we can strive towards gender equality and then branch 
out from there.  

 
 
 

 
3. Homelessness 
Homelessness is something that we often just forget about in Ireland. We’re 
aware that it happens but sometimes it’s just easier to ignore it. The majority 
of people are afraid of the ‘junkies’ on the street as if they’re going to catch a 
disease from them. This needs to be changed. As of now the housing 
authorities don’t need to provide housing to people who are homeless. This is 
absolutely ridiculous especially during cold or rainy weather which we often 
get over here.  
People are focusing on how we could stop homelessness in the future which 
is a step in the right direction but there are homeless people right now that we 
need to look after. We also need to be aware that they aren’t puppies that just 
need a place to sleep and something to eat they’re human beings. We need 
more classes and opportunities for homeless people to find jobs and social 
activities so they don’t resort to alcohol and drugs. We can solve this problem 
and I believe with the support of the government and the people of Ireland we 
can stop this era of homelessness. 



	  

A	  vote	  for	  me	  is	  a	  vote	  
for	  you.	  

Tom	  O’Neill	  
EP	  Candidate	  

	  
Homelessness	  
One	  of	  the	  most	  prevalent	  and	  
worrying	  problems	  in	  the	  Dublin	  
area	  is	  homelessness.	  In	  a	  recent	  
survey	  carried	  out	  in	  the	  area	  it	  was	  
found	  that	  2330	  people	  were	  
‘sleeping	  rough’	  in	  the	  Dublin	  area	  
(Sept	  2015).	  This	  is	  a	  shocking	  figure	  
and	  definetly	  one	  I	  was	  taken	  aback	  
by.	  The	  EU	  defines	  homelessness	  as	  
“beyond	  sleeping	  rough	  homelessness	  
may	  include	  situations	  	  of	  living	  in	  
temporary,	  insecure	  or	  poor-‐quality	  
housing’.	  EU	  policy	  states	  that	  to	  
tackle	  poverty	  these	  measures	  must	  
be	  followed;	  	  

• Adopt	  long	  term,	  housing	  led	  
integrated	  homelessness	  
strategies	  at	  national,	  
regional	  and	  local	  level.	  

• Introduce	  efficient	  policies	  to	  
prevent	  evictions.	  

	  
If	  I	  was	  elected	  to	  the	  European	  
Parliament	  I	  would	  make	  fighting	  for	  
the	  improvement	  of	  this	  issue	  my	  
top	  priority.	  The	  EU	  offer	  a	  Social	  
Investment	  Package	  to	  its	  member	  
states	  to	  encourage	  the	  
aformentioned	  policies	  and	  to	  help	  
begin	  to	  combat	  this	  twenty	  first	  
century	  issue.	  Funding	  for	  these	  
social	  projects	  come	  from	  the	  
European	  Social	  Fund	  (ESF),	  the	  
European	  Regional	  Development	  
Fund	  (ERDF)	  and	  the	  Fund	  For	  
European	  Aid	  to	  the	  Most	  Deprived	  
(FEAD).	  These	  various	  funds	  would	  
be	  my	  targets	  to	  collect	  aid	  and	  to	  
hopefully	  improve	  the	  situation	  in	  
Dublin.	  Once	  this	  funding	  has	  been	  

attained	  the	  EU	  recommend	  these	  
trusted	  and	  effective	  combatants;	  

• Rapid	  re-‐housing	  
• Systematic	  data	  collection,	  

monitoring	  and	  using	  shared	  
definitions	  (ETHOS	  typology)	  

	  
The	  EU	  provides	  guidance	  on	  
confronting	  homelessness	  within	  the	  
Social	  Investment	  Package.	  It	  
explores	  trends	  in	  homelessness,	  
good	  practices	  by	  Member	  States	  
and	  core	  elements	  of	  integrated	  
homelessness	  strategies.	  I	  feel	  that	  
with	  your	  vote	  I	  will	  be	  able	  to	  make	  
a	  significant	  change	  and	  progress	  in	  
this	  pressing	  and	  extremely	  
damaging	  problem	  so	  I	  ask	  you	  to	  
vote	  for	  me	  in	  the	  interest	  of	  our	  city	  
and	  our	  people.	  	  

	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  



	  
Water	  Pollution	  	  
	  
This	  next	  problem	  is	  a	  much	  more	  
local	  issue	  that	  affects	  me	  and	  the	  
small	  community	  of	  Rush	  in	  a	  very	  
big	  way.	  This	  year	  the	  sea	  
surrounding	  the	  peninsula	  of	  Rush	  
was	  deemed	  unfit	  for	  use.	  This	  is	  due	  
to	  the	  high	  level	  of	  pollution	  in	  the	  
water.	  Rush’s	  south	  beach	  is	  one	  of	  
only	  seven	  beaches	  throughout	  the	  
country	  to	  be	  ‘closed’	  by	  EPA	  
(enviromental	  protection	  agency).	  
The	  EU’s	  enviromental	  agency,	  the	  
EEA	  states	  that	  ‘Access	  to	  clean	  
water	  for	  drinking	  and	  sanitary	  
purposes	  is	  a	  precondition	  for	  
human	  health	  and	  well-‐being.’	  This	  	  
ideal	  is	  clearly	  not	  being	  upheld	  in	  
the	  local	  area	  and	  I	  feel	  this	  needs	  to	  
be	  addressed.	  	  If	  elected	  I	  will	  ensure	  
that	  I	  do	  my	  utmost	  to	  bring	  this	  
issue	  to	  the	  attention	  of	  the	  EU	  and	  
try	  to	  see	  the	  problem	  addressed	  
using	  effective	  and	  solid	  techniques	  
recommended	  by	  the	  EU.	  	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Unemployment	  
	  
The	  unemployment	  rate	  in	  the	  
Dublin	  area	  has	  consistently	  
improved	  over	  the	  last	  three	  years	  
and	  is	  now	  at	  8.9%.	  This	  is	  extremely	  
encouraging	  and	  shows	  the	  great	  
ability	  of	  the	  people	  of	  the	  area	  and	  
their	  impressive	  work	  ethic.	  This	  
number	  however	  can	  of	  course	  be	  
improved	  and	  lowered	  further.	  EU	  
policy	  on	  employment	  states	  
‘European	  society	  is	  evolving	  due	  to	  
factors	  such	  as	  technological	  
progress,	  globalisation	  and	  an	  ageing	  
population.	  Crucially,	  it	  was	  also	  
heavily	  impacted	  by	  the	  economic	  
and	  financial	  crisis	  of	  2008	  and	  its	  
fall-‐out’.	  If	  I	  was	  elected	  I	  would	  
make	  it	  one	  of	  priorities	  that	  the	  
Dublin	  area	  would	  see	  and	  reap	  the	  
benefits	  of	  this	  ‘societal	  evolution’	  in	  
the	  local	  area	  in	  terms	  of	  increased	  
employment.	  	  
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