
Hosted by:  National Disability Authority and  
    European Parliament Information  
    Office in Ireland

    An associated event of the Irish  
    Presidency of the Council of the EU

Date:    24th May 2013, 9am to 1pm

Location:  Croke Park Conference Centre,  
    Ash Suite, Cusack Stand

Participation 
in public and 
political life 
for people with 
disabilities
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Content

Article 29 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is 
about the opportunity for people with disabilities to participate in public and political 
life on an equal basis with others. The National Disability Authority and European 
Parliament Information Office in Ireland are jointly hosting a conference on this topic on 
the morning of Friday 24th May 2013. This is an associated event of the Irish Presidency 
of the Council of the EU.  

This conference will focus on current challenges to political participation for people 
with disabilities, including standing for elections, involvement in political parties, and 
voting. Topics include voter education, accessible communications and international 
perspectives. 

The keynote speaker is Rt Hon David Blunkett, MP for Sheffield Brightside and 
Hillsborough, and former UK Government Minister. 
 

Audience
•	 People with disabilities

•	 Public representatives 

•	 Political party staff

•	 Political media and news media

•	 Relevant public and civil servants 

•	 Returning officers and staff

•	 Disability representative organisations, disability service providers

•	 Political activists

•	 Disability rights activists



Speakers and topics
Photo Name Topics

James Barry,  
Dublin City Returning Officer 
 
 
 
 

Voting facilities for people with 
disabilities

Rt Hon David Blunkett,  
MP for Sheffield Brightside  
and Hillsborough

Personal experiences as a candidate, 
politician and Minister – barriers and 
solutions

Dr Ádám Kósa, 
Member of European 
Parliament 
(On video)

Personal experiences across the 
European Union – barriers and solutions

Sr.  Phyllis Lee D.C., 
Vincentian Partnership for 
Social Justice 
 
 
 

Voter education – enabling participation 
in elections for people with intellectual 
disabilities

Mark Mulqueen, 
Head of Communications, 
Houses of the Oireachtas

Accessible communications – best 
practices and practical experiences

Martha Stickings, 
European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights

Comparative analysis of fundamental 
rights of people with intellectual 
disabilities and people with mental 
health conditions across the European 
Union

Panel discussions will include Senator Martin Conway, and Sinead Kane, solicitor.



Accessibility and Transport

Accessibility
The Croke Park Conference Centre is generally accessible for people with disabilities. Entrances 
are level or ramped, and lifts and accessible bathrooms are available at all levels. Accessible 
parking is available by arrangement. If you require any assistance with parking, evacuation or 
other issues, please let us know when booking. 

Transport
The event will take place in the Ash Suite, on the Cusack Stand side of Croke Park. The venue 
is easily reached by train, via Drumcondra Irish Rail station or by bus. There are many bus 
routes within a short distance of Croke Park. For more information, see the Croke Park Public 
Transport Guide.
 
On-site parking is available in the outer Cusack Car Park, located to the rear of the Cusack 
Stand. Access is via St. Joseph’s Avenue, off Clonliffe Road. 

Booking
There is no charge for this event.  

You must reserve your place beforehand using the online booking system at:
 http://tinyurl.com/Conference24-5-13

If you have any accessibility difficulties with the online booking system, please contact
us at jgbyrne@nda.ie or phone 01-6080400 for further assistance.

A light lunch will be provided after the event.

http://crokepark.ie/getmedia/ea7731ea-a7fa-485c-8914-e45c5df10884/CrokePark_Wayfinding-final.pdf
http://crokepark.ie/getmedia/ea7731ea-a7fa-485c-8914-e45c5df10884/CrokePark_Wayfinding-final.pdf

