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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. supports the Commission's adoption of an approach to energy policy based on the 
assumption that economic competitiveness requires a stable and predictable regulatory 
framework respectful of market mechanisms;

2. supports an integrated approach to energy policy, which takes the objectives of security of 
energy supply, competitiveness and environmental sustainability including climate change 
equally into account;

3. stresses that establishing an internal EU market in energy, with the option of extending it 
to include non-member countries, could make a vital contribution to security of supply; 

4. urges Member States not to seek solutions to supposed national interests with regard to the 
security of supply to the detriment of a functioning internal market;

5. stresses the particular importance of effective regulatory structures and the endowment of 
national regulatory and competition authorities with power proportionate to preventing
market dominance and establishing a functioning internal market with a view to ensuring 
affordable energy prices; stresses its support for the Commission's sector inquiries and 
urges the Commission to make full use of all available instruments to deal with breaches 
of competition law;

6. points out that the current tax burden accounts for a large proportion of energy costs and 
stresses therefore that the competitiveness of European industry should be supported by 
the implementation of energy policy objectives - such as improvement of energy 
efficiency or the promotion of renewable energies - and consequently positive incentive 
mechanisms - i.e. "Green Taxes" should be chosen;

7. considers crucial the objective of reducing the EU's dependency on imported oil in order
to mitigate the impact of higher international energy prices on the EU economy and its 
citizens; 

8. calls for the implementation of fair competition rules in the energy sector as a way to 
improve competitiveness; 

9. considers it appropriate that the possible expansion of the regulatory framework must be 
deferred and that, instead, the implementation of existing EC rules in the Member States 
must be accelerated; considers that additional regulatory measures should be considered 
only if the mechanisms envisaged in the existing legislation on the internal market have 
not proved effective in practice;

10. clearly states that it is inappropriate to set up new institutional structures at European 
Union level if this entails the creation of overlapping competences and additional 
bureaucracy, or if the tasks to be tackled by such structures could be carried out by 
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institutions in the Member States or existing networks; encourages the Commission, in 
this context, to play an active part in optimising the potential of such stuctures; 

11. clearly states that it regards technology-oriented, non-discriminatory and increased 
support for research and development relating to the use of competitive environmentally 
friendly technologies as making a vital contribution to ensuring secure energy supplies 
and affordable energy prices;

12. believes that there is an urgent need to improve the investment conditions in respect of 
power plant capacity and energy supply infrastructure by means of simplified and 
streamlined approval procedures and streamlined legal procedures; emphasises, in this 
context, that decentralised energy infrastructure and generation can contribute to improved 
energy supply security and should be promoted in the formulation of energy policy 
strategies;

13. warns against state-controlled restriction of supply caused by discrimination against 
particular energy sources; draws attention to the adverse impact of such course of action 
on security of supply, energy prices and competitiveness;

14. endorses the inclusion of energy policy aims into the formulation of criteria for awarding 
public contracts if it is feasible for the awarding authority, reasonable for the respective 
tender and if it does not represent unfair intervention in competition;

15. states that last winter's failure in the gas energy market of several Member States, has 
already resulted in the relocation of enterprises of energy intensive industries; considers it 
to be necessary in this context to examine opportunities to promote solidarity between 
Member States and to consider dealing with this issue as a priority in order to ensure the 
proper operation of both existing and future interconnectors; notes that for a fully 
functioning market and mutual assistance in the event of supply disruption, particular 
attention to design criteria between Member States is necessary, which may have cost 
implications.
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