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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

A. whereas access for the poor to clean and affordable energy services is a major 
prerequisite to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); and whereas 
low-income countries are particularly affected by soaring oil prices,

B. whereas climate change poses serious threats to poverty reduction in most low-income 
countries, not least because of the rapidly increasing risks from natural hazards, such as 
heavy storms, floods and drought; and whereas industrialised countries have a major 
responsibility for the accumulation of green house gas (GHG) emissions in the 
atmosphere and therefore must take the lead in climate change mitigation but also in 
technical and financial assistance for low-income countries to adapt to climate change,

C. whereas energy security and climate security must go hand in hand and whereas Europe's 
energy and climate security depend to a large extent on the choices made by large 
economies such as China and India; whereas climate change mitigation can only be 
effective if developing countries – in particular large and rapidly growing economies 
such as China and India – are actively involved in efforts to curb GHG emissions,

1. Stresses that economic development is a right for all developing countries; emphasises, 
however, that developing countries do not have to repeat the polluting practices of the 
industrialised countries, and calls therefore for increased attention to be paid to 
technology cooperation and capacity building in the field of sustainable energy and to 
global efficiency standards for energy-using products;

2. Stresses that the European Union must, in connection with the strategy for diversifying its 
energy supply, respect the founding principles underpinning its cooperation and 
development policy: the fight against poverty, transparency, promotion of sustainable 
development and decent work; calls in particular for this approach to be favoured within 
the context of the partnership between the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
countries and the European Union, on the basis of Article 32 of the Cotonou Agreement 
of 23 June 2000;

3. Stresses that a precarious energy and climate security situation is frequently the trigger 
for international crises and conflicts, which have consequences for democracy, human 
rights and poverty;

4. Calls on the Commission and the Council to make access to efficient and renewable
energy technologies a priority within EU development cooperation; calls at the same time 
on partner countries to make sustainable energy a priority within poverty reduction 
strategies;

5. Calls on the Commission and the Council to develop a strategic energy partnership with 
countries such as China, India, South Africa, Brazil and Mexico to financially  assist 
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them in developing sustainable energy strategies and thereby securing their participation 
in climate change mitigation efforts;

6. Stresses that the preconditions for the development of renewable technologies are 
excellent in many developing countries and that the expansion of such technologies 
would be an effective way of meeting the soaring costs of imported oil, reducing the 
negative effects on health and the environment from conventional fuels, but also of 
developing export markets; suggests that support for large-scale ethanol and bio-diesel 
production and other renewable technologies in partner countries – within a framework of 
sustainable management of natural resources - should be a top priority for development 
banks, including the EIB, export-credit agencies, GEF (Global Environment Facility), 
CDM (Clean Development Mechanism) etc;

7. Takes note of the significant potential provided by plants such as elephant grass and 
jethropa for the production of bio-fuels – not least because of the fact that these species 
grow well on marginal lands and need little water – and calls on the Commission, the 
Council and partner countries to support efforts to develop this potential further;

8. Underlines the importance of transparency in the management of extracting industries; 
urges the Commission, the Council and partner countries to promote fiscal transparency 
and good governance in relation to energy revenue management together with democratic 
control of the use of revenue; calls, furthermore, on the Commission and the Member 
States to explicitly and publicly endorse the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative;

9. Stresses that the European Union's dependence on energy imports must not lead to any 
change in its position vis-à-vis the democracy and human rights situation in countries of 
origin and transit.
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