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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the implementation of the Strategy to Combat Poverty and Social Exclusion 
(2003-2006), while insisting that it should be assessed as part of the gender 
mainstreaming approach in order to improve the status of women and to help central and 
local government authorities to take gender equality issues into account when developing 
and implementing their activities;

2. Underlines the fact that it is necessary to provide gender-related data and statistics in 
many areas where there are gender-specific risks and where such data and statistics are
relevant to poverty and social exclusion, in order to help implement the gender 
mainstreaming approach;

3. Calls on the Bulgarian authorities to speed up the introduction of social, educational and 
medical services that will make it possible to combat social exclusion and facilitate the 
effective integration into society of vulnerable groups such as minorities or the disabled; 
urges the competent authorities to take additional measures and actions to improve the 
living conditions of children, the disabled and the mentally disturbed who are living in 
institutions;

4. Stresses that greater efforts should be made to improve the living conditions of the Roma 
population, with due regard for their specific situation and the need to offer them equal 
access to education, training, employment and health;

5. Expects Bulgaria to follow carefully the specific situation of women from minorities, 
especially Roma women, who are subject to two-fold discrimination: on the basis of 
gender and on the basis of belonging to a minority;

6. Calls on the Bulgarian authorities to increase the financial and staffing resources 
available to the new anti-discrimination commission in order to make it fully operational;

7. Points out that Bulgaria has ratified the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption,
which lays down vital safeguards for combating the trafficking of children and gives 
primacy to the rights of the child;

8 .Draws the attention of the Bulgarian authorities to the need to scrupulously respect the 
fundamental rights included in the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption, which is 
included among the criteria for accession to the European Union;

9. Underlines the importance of the role of the social partners in the field of social dialogue 
and the sector of civil society and non-governmental organisations especially with regard 
to the promotion of gender equality and combating all forms of discrimination; calls on 
Bulgarian authorities and on the EU to ensure appropriate financial support for civil 
society structures in general and for NGOs working in the field of gender policy in 
particular;
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10. Underlines the importance of combating social exclusion and calls on Bulgarian 
authorities to adopt appropriate measures for involving women more extensively in the 
labour market while giving them the same access as men to vocational training and 
positions of responsibility, together with measures to reconcile professional and family 
life;

11. Expects to see tangible results as regards combating trafficking in human beings, 
particularly women, and a crackdown on criminal networks; urges the competent national 
authorities to apply existing legal instruments at national and European level with regard 
to investigations, proceedings and victim protection and to step up cooperation with the 
Member States and with competent European and international organisations;

12. Stresses that the adoption of legislation is only the first important step and that it has to be 
followed by the careful implementation thereof.
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