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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

A. whereas children also acquire dignity by their right to education and culture,

B. whereas it is essential to respect and secure respect for children’s rights in all the 
educational, cultural and social contexts in which they grow up,

C. whereas school is not only a place of education but also a place for acquiring practical 
skills and culture,

D. whereas the full exercise of children’s rights is the culmination of a process that enables 
them to develop towards independence and a sense of responsibility,

E. whereas the rights of children with schooling difficulties needs taking into account, 
particularly by establishing teaching methods suited to their needs,

F. whereas there is an urgent need to strengthen measures to encourage the schooling of 
disabled pupils, so as to facilitate their integration into society,

1. Welcomes the strategy for promoting and protecting the rights of the child in EU action, 
which is intended to safeguard effective protection of the rights of the child and preclude 
economic exploitation and any form of abuse, in connection with which the EU has 
committed itself to respecting fundamental rights including the rights of the child;

2. Emphasises that any kind of exclusion, discrimination or violence against children must be 
prevented;

3. Considers it necessary to establish practical projects such as child helplines, which provide 
access to assistance in all official languages free of charge;

4. Considers it necessary to strengthen the European Forum for Children’s Rights, the Web-
supported discussion and working platform, the inter-service group at the Commission, 
and the appointment of a Coordinator for Children’s Rights, so as to improve the situation 
of children throughout the world;

5. Urges the EU to take an active part in promoting awareness and dissemination of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child inside and outside the European Union by the use 
of ‘soft power’;

6. Emphasises that the right to education is a basic requirement for children’s social 
development and must be accessible to all children on the basis of their individual 
capabilities and irrespective of their ethnic and social origin or their family background; 

7. Urges the Member States to set up exchange programmes for teachers and pupils with 
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1 European Parliament position at first reading of 13 December 2006 on the amendment of Council Directive 
89/552/EEC on the coordination of certain provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative action in 

countries outside the European Union, particularly in the Middle East and developing 
countries, and to disseminate and promote children’s rights, drawing attention to the right 
to education and gender equality;

8. Considers that children should have access to education regardless of their status and/or 
their parents’ status; underlines the importance of granting such access to migrant and/or 
refugee children;

9. Draws attention to the aims and targets of the Barcelona Process for equal development 
opportunities for all children and adequate care facilities;

10. Points to the fact that those children who are acting as carers for parents or siblings with 
special needs should be entitled to specific targeted support;

11. Stresses that persons caring professionally for children need continuous high quality 
training, good working conditions and a reasonable salary in order to encourage continuity 
of care and high standards;

12. Points out that there is a need to involve society, particularly parents and teachers, in 
encouraging awareness of children’s rights and fostering their exercise;

13. Draws attention to the exploitation of children and minors in fashion, music, film and 
sport;

14. Calls on the Council and Commission to take measures that constitute suitable protection 
from violence on the Internet and in audio-visual media;

15. Emphasises that the promotion of ‘children’s culture’ by the European Media and Culture 
Programmes must be stepped up and calls on the Council and Commission to use 
innovative projects in child-friendly form to encourage a delight in European culture and 
European languages and stimulate children’s willingness to learn at an early age; also 
underlines the importance of media education to promote more informed use of the 
various media with the introduction of educational content;

16. Supports the creation of a uniform classification and labelling system in the European 
Union for the sale and distribution of audio-visual content and video-games intended for 
minors, so that the European standard serves as a model for countries outside the EU;

17. Emphasises that the Member States need to increase their efforts to protect children who 
are suffering multiple deprivation or who are especially vulnerable, including by measures 
such as providing affordable accessible high quality services; asks that appropriate 
monitoring mechanisms be set up to identify and support children at risk;

18. Calls on the Council and Commission, with regard to the adoption of the new directive for 
audio-visual media services1, to prohibit child pornography and violence against children in 
all audio-visual media services;
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Member States concerning the pursuit of television broadcasting activities (P6_TA(2006)0559.

19. Calls on the Council and the Member States to introduce all necessary measures to protect 
minors from the harmful effects of alcohol and drugs;

20. Calls on the Council and the Member States to combine their resources and projects for 
implementing this strategy;

21. Calls on the Member States, with the support of European programmes, to reduce child 
poverty quickly and substantially and set benchmarks, and at the same time to offer all 
children the same opportunities irrespective of their social origin;

22. Calls on the Council and Member States to determine practical forms for the exchange of 
experience and to devise evaluative criteria in the collection of data on children’s rights 
that will permit objective comparison, while taking account of the heterogeneous 
structures in various Member States;

23. Calls on the Commission and Member States to ensure, when further developing the 
communication strategy on the issue of children’s rights and support for information 
networks for children, that materials are developed which enable children to receive a high 
standard of information, devised specifically for children, in their own locality and through 
personal contact;

24. Points out that the right to medical care for children and young people is essential for their 
healthy development;

25. Points out that educational and cultural areas are places where children must be able to 
exercise their rights in full while respecting their obligations;

26. Insists that school and cultural education prepare children for taking their place in society 
as free and responsible citizens;

27. Points out that culture and education are two essential channels for children’s 
development, strengthening their personality, refining their sensitivity and developing their 
imagination and creativity;

28. Recommends to the Commission and Member States that they pursue their efforts with 
regard to children who fail at school, through the innovation and development of suitable 
teaching methods;

29. Also recommends to the Commission and Member States that they study the specific 
needs of disabled pupils and implement a tailor-made schooling programme to encourage 
their integration into society.
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