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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that most Member States today are lagging behind other developed countries 
regarding investment in new generation communication infrastructures, and stresses that
achieving leadership in broadband and Internet development is crucial for the 
competitiveness and cohesion of the European Union in the international arena, especially 
as regards the development of interactive digital platforms and the provision of new 
services such as e-trade, e-health, e-learning and e-government services;

2. Underlines that the digital dividend provides Europe with unique opportunities to develop 
new services such as mobile television and wireless Internet access and to remain a world 
leader in mobile multimedia technologies whilst bridging the digital divide, providing new 
opportunities for citizens, services, media and cultural diversity throughout the European 
Union;

3. Notes that technological convergence is a reality, offering traditional services new means 
and opportunities; emphasises that access to the parts of the spectrum that have previously 
been reserved for broadcasting can enable the emergence of new services provided that 
the spectrum is managed as efficiently and effectively as possible in order to avoid 
interference with the delivery of high-quality digital broadcasting programmes;

4. Observes that an efficient allocation of the digital dividend may be achieved without 
hampering any of the players that currently hold spectrum licenses in the ultra-high 
frequency band, and that the continuation and expansion of current broadcasting services 
can be effectively achieved, at the same time ensuring that new mobile multimedia and 
broadband wireless access technologies are allocated substantial spectrum resources in the 
ultra-high frequency band to bring new interactive services to European citizens;

5. Is convinced that new multi-play packages, containing innovative technologies and 
services, may soon be offered due to increased technological convergence, and at the same 
time observes that the emergence of those offers crucially depends on the availability of 
valuable spectrum as well as of new interactive technologies enabling seamless 
interoperability, connectivity and coverage, such as mobile multimedia technologies and 
broadband wireless access technologies;

6. Underlines that the digital dividend provides a unique opportunity for the European Union
to develop its role as a world leader in mobile multimedia technologies and at the same 
time to bridge the digital divide with an increased flow of information, knowledge and 
services connecting all European citizens with each other and providing new opportunities 
for media, culture and diversity in all areas of the territory of the European Union;

7. Supports efforts for a coordinated approach to the use of the spectrum in order to ensure 
the optimal use of the digital dividend, allowing broadcasters to continue and further 
develop their current services enabling other new users to benefit from the digital dividend 
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in accordance with international agreements and national policy priorities;

8. Stresses the strategic importance of an environment in the European Union where room 
for innovation, new technologies, new services and new entrants are guaranteed in order 
to enhance European competitiveness and cohesion; underlines that it is crucial to give 
end users freedom of choice as regards products and services in order to achieve the
dynamic development of markets and technologies in the European Union;

9. Stresses that the European Union must benefit from such a unique opportunity as soon as 
possible if it wants to achieve world leadership in new interactive digital platforms and 
realise the 'information society for all', as envisaged in the i2010 strategy, and that such a 
need may require active cooperation between Member States to overcome obstacles 
existing at national level in the efficient (re)allocation of the digital dividend;

10. Emphasises the benefits to Member States of releasing their digital dividends as quickly as 
possible in order to enable European citizens and consumers to take advantage of new, 
innovative and competitive services; notes, in particular, that some countries have already 
switched to digital broadcasting and/or identified their digital dividend;

11. Underlines that Member States may consider technology-neutral auctions for the purpose 
of allocating frequencies that are liberated because of the digital dividend and making 
those frequencies tradable; considers, however, that this procedure should be in full 
compliance with ITU radio regulations, national frequency planning and national policy 
objectives in order to avoid harmful interference between services provided; warns of 
spectrum fragmentation which leads to the sub-optimal use of scarce resources; calls on 
the Commission to ensure that a future coordinated spectrum plan will not create new 
barriers to future innovation;

12. Stresses that the digital dividend provides new opportunities for the national audiovisual 
and media policy objectives; is therefore convinced that decisions on digital dividend 
management should promote general interest objectives linked to audiovisual and media 
policies such as freedom of expression, media pluralism and cultural and linguistic 
diversity;

13. Calls for close cooperation among Member States to achieve an efficient, open and 
competitive internal market by identifying common spectrum bands for the development 
of new pan-European services and for securing sufficient scale for the deployment of new 
network technologies;

14. Considers that in cases of auctions for the purpose of allocating frequencies, the Member 
States should adopt a common approach as regards the conditions and modalities of the 
auctions and the allocation of the generated resources; calls on the Commission to present 
guidelines along those lines.



AD\726545EN.doc 5/5 PE404.780v02-00

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 3.6.2008

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

37
0
9

Members present for the final vote Mariela Velichkova Baeva, Zsolt László Becsey, Pervenche Berès, 
Sharon Bowles, David Casa, Manuel António dos Santos, Jonathan 
Evans, Elisa Ferreira, José Manuel García-Margallo y Marfil, Jean-
Paul Gauzès, Donata Gottardi, Dariusz Maciej Grabowski, Benoît 
Hamon, Karsten Friedrich Hoppenstedt, Sophia in ‘t Veld, Othmar 
Karas, Piia-Noora Kauppi, Wolf Klinz, Christoph Konrad, Guntars 
Krasts, Kurt Joachim Lauk, Janusz Lewandowski, Andrea Losco, 
Astrid Lulling, Florencio Luque Aguilar, Tobias Pflüger, John Purvis, 
Alexander Radwan, Bernhard Rapkay, Dariusz Rosati, Eoin Ryan, 
Antolín Sánchez Presedo, Olle Schmidt, Peter Skinner, Margarita 
Starkevičiūtė, Ivo Strejček, Ieke van den Burg, Cornelis Visser 

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Katerina Batzeli, Dragoş Florin David, Mia De Vits, Harald Ettl, Ján 
Hudacký, Margaritis Schinas, Theodor Dumitru Stolojan

Substitute(s) under Rule 178(2) present 
for the final vote

Edit Bauer


	726545en.doc

