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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Supports the Commission's position that the digital dividend is of fundamental 
importance for the EU's economy, the achievement of the Lisbon process objectives and 
the i2010 strategy;

2. Stresses that the fundamental priority of transition to digital technology is full respect for 
the rights of consumers and measures to increase the diversity and quality of services 
offered; underlines in this connection the need for digital dividend management to ensure 
stable and high quality audiovisual reception free of interference, which should be linked 
with free-to-air and other additional services;

3. Stresses that the size of the digital dividend will vary from one country to another, owing 
to national circumstances and reflecting national media and audiovisual policies; 

4. Is therefore convinced that it is difficult to harmonise the use of the digital dividend at 
European level; any such move should be progressive, voluntary and led by the Member 
States;

5. Stresses however that, in addition to economic considerations, radio frequencies are a 
public resource with a social, cultural and economic value; notes that the digital dividend, 
the scope of which is currently unknown, is, once the transition has been completed, also 
an important instrument in audiovisual and media policies, which should be used to 
effectively promote and help to protect freedom of expression and media pluralism and 
cultural and linguistic diversity, together with the rights of minors;

6. Takes the view that, in view of national diversities, an initiative at European level must 
respect the specific situation and the needs of all;

7. Draws attention to the benefits that the digital dividend can bring to society in terms of 
more, and more diverse, audiovisual media services, including services offering mobile 
reception and high definition quality;

8. Is therefore convinced that decisions on organising, allocating and assigning the digital 
dividend should not be driven solely by concerns about maximising profit, but should 
also protect the rights of current users of audiovisual media services and reflect cultural 
and linguistic diversity;

9. Emphasises therefore that frequencies should be assigned in a transparent manner, taking 
into account all the potential uses for the new spectrum and their benefits to society;

10. Stresses that broadcasters are essential actors in the defence of  pluralistic and democratic 
principles and strongly believes that that the opportunities offered by the digital dividend 
enable public and private broadcasters to provide a much larger number of programmes 
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serving general interest objectives – set out in national legislation – such as the promotion 
of cultural and linguistic diversity;

11. Reiterates that in the interest of European citizens the digital dividend should be managed 
as efficiently and effectively as possible in order to avoid interference with the delivery
of high quality digital TV programmes to an increasing number of citizens and to respect 
consumers' rights and interests and their investment in equipment;

12. Stresses that spectrum policy has to be dynamic and that it should enable broadcasters to 
use future new technology and develop new audiovisual media services which will enable 
them to continue to play an important role in helping to ensure cultural diversity and 
media pluralism, meeting the evolving expectations of the public.
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