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Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 1
Citation 3

– having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, and in 
particular Articles 34 and 36 thereof,

Or. de

Amendment by Milan Cabrnoch

Amendment 2
Citation 4

deleted

Or. cs
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Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 3
Recital A

A. whereas in the Member States social services of general interest (SSGI) constitute the 
European social model, and secure civic peace and (deletion) economic, social and 
territorial cohesion, and are one of the means whereby the Lisbon Strategy objectives 
can be achieved,

Or. de

Amendment by Bernard Lehideux

Amendment 4
Recital A

A. whereas social services of general interest (SSGI) form one of the pillars of the 
European social model, play an essential part in securing (deletion) the European 
Union’s economic, social and territorial cohesion, and are one of the means whereby the 
Lisbon Strategy objectives can be achieved,

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 5
Recital B

B. whereas, moreover, the services in question are mainly provided by social economy 
operators and designed to carry into effect values shared throughout Europe including, 
among others, social justice, equality, solidarity and the development of democracy and 
freedom, and whereas the ultimate purpose of the SSGI is to uphold citizens’ 
fundamental rights and respect for human dignity,

Or. fr

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 6
Recital B

B. whereas, moreover, the services in question are mainly provided by social economy 
operators and designed to carry into effect values shared throughout Europe including, 



AM\629928EN.doc 3/56 PE 378.585v01-00

EN

among others, social justice, equality, solidarity and the development of democracy and 
freedom, and whereas the ultimate purpose of the SSGI is to uphold citizens’ 
fundamental rights and respect for human dignity,

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Castex, Alain Hutchinson

Amendment 7
Recital B

B. whereas, moreover, the services in question are mainly provided by social economy 
operators and designed to carry into effect values shared throughout Europe including, 
among others, social justice, equality, solidarity and the development of democracy and 
freedom, and whereas the ultimate purpose of the SSGI is to uphold citizens’ 
fundamental rights and respect for human dignity,

Or. fr

Amendment by Bernard Lehideux

Amendment 8
Recital B

B. whereas, moreover, the services in question are mainly provided by social economy 
operators and designed to carry into effect values shared throughout Europe including, 
among others, social justice, equality, solidarity and the development of democracy and 
freedom, and whereas the ultimate purpose of the SSGI is to uphold citizens’ 
fundamental rights and respect for human dignity,

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 9
Recital B

B. whereas, moreover, the services in question are designed to carry into effect values 
shared throughout Europe including, among others, social justice, equality, solidarity 
and the development of democracy and freedom, and whereas the ultimate purpose of 
the SSGI is to uphold citizens’ fundamental rights and respect for human dignity; 
whereas  an asymmetry between providers and users of SSGI might exist, as many 
users of SSGI are in a vulnerable position and dependent on the SSGI delivered; 
whereas therefore SSGI should abide to the principle of a rights-based approach,
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Or. en

Amendment by Joel Hasse Ferreira

Amendment 10
Recital B a (new)

Ba. whereas in recent decades the demand for public services from European citizens has 
increased as a result of new needs and expectations on the part of society regarding 
the obligations of public authorities in a welfare state, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 11
Recital B a (new)

Ba. whereas SSGI are playing an increasing role in the European social model as a result 
of changes in demographic and family structures and the need to develop new 
services for the elderly and for child care in particular, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 12
Recital B a (new)

Ba. whereas under Article 136 of the Treaty Community law feels committed to the 
Council of Europe's European Social Charter and hence to the right to health 
protection, social security and welfare,

Or. de

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 13
Recital C

C. whereas SSGI (deletion) generate positive externalities in terms of economic growth, 
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prosperity, employment and social cohesion and whereas these services are often 
delivered by actors of the social economy,

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 14
Recital C a (new)

Ca. whereas SSGI are by character not-for-profit and aim at preserving the human 
dignity,

Or. en

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 15
Recital D

D. whereas SSGI are delivered in a changing environment to which they have to adjust 
constantly in order to maintain high standards of quality and efficiency without being 
subject to competition rules or market mechanisms geared to profit,

Or. el

Amendment by Joel Hasse Ferreira

Amendment 16
Recital D a (new)

Da. whereas European society is currently facing social and economic challenges, such 
as the effects of globalisation, demographic change, technological developments, 
industrial change, immigration and changes in the structure of family and working 
life; whereas SSGI offer invaluable assistance in overcoming these challenges, 

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 17
Recital D a (new)

Da. whereas the upholding of human dignity is a central issue for social services, they 
are by nature directed towards that objective and they are consequently part of a 
more complex context and should not be seen in isolation,

Or. de

Amendment by Patrizia Toia

Amendment 18
Recital D a (new)

Da. whereas in recent years the development of SSIG has been driven to a large extent 
by the new ways in which social activity and production have come to be organised, 
including for example social cooperatives, socially oriented associations, collective-
interest cooperative societies, and, finally, social economy enterprises,

Or. it

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 19
Recital E

E. whereas the availability of essential social services varies considerably from one 
Member State to another; whereas, however, it is necessary to recognise and put into 
practice certain Community services which, precisely because they constitute the 
core of the European social model, should be provided throughout the Union’s 
territory in order to ensure its economic, social and territorial cohesion,

Or. el

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 20
Recital E a (new)

Ea. whereas it needs to be recognized that certain providers of SSGI provide vital 
services to civil society without being mandated by the state,
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Or. en

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 21
Recital F

F. whereas some linguistic ambiguity surrounds certain basic concepts in this area, such 
as ‘public service’, ‘service of general interest’, ‘service of general economic interest’ 
and ‘social service of general interest’, and whereas that ambiguity is reflected in 
recent Community acts, thus contributing to the legal uncertainty prevailing in the 
sector;

Or. el

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 22
Recital F a (new)

Fa. whereas according to the principles set out in the above communication the 
Commission is assuming that all social services may in their essential purpose be 
defined without further consideration as an ‘economic activity’ within the meaning 
of A0rticles 43 and 49 of the Treaty; whereas as a result Article 86(2) of the Treaty 
is not being properly heeded, since social services serve predominantly social 
purposes,

Or. de

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 23
Recital H

deleted

Or. de
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Amendment by Harald Ettl

Amendment 24
Recital H

H. whereas, consequently, there is an urgent need to clarify the concepts in question and 
the legal context in which SSGI operate, and in particular to clarify the principle of 
‘general interest’ and the rules on competition and aid from public funds,

Or. de

Amendment by Bernard Lehideux

Amendment 25
Recital H

H. whereas, consequently, there is an urgent need to clarify the concepts in question and 
the legal framework in which SSGI operate, and in particular to clarify the principle of 
'general interest' and the rules on competition and aid from public funds which may or 
may not apply to them,

Or. fr

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 26
Recital H

H. whereas, consequently, there is an urgent need to clarify the concepts in question and 
the legal framework in which SSGI operate, and in particular to clarify the principle of 
'general interest' and the rules on competition and aid from public funds so as to avoid 
undermining the social character of SSGI,

Or. el

Amendment by Joel Hasse Ferreira

Amendment 27
Recital H a (new)

Ha. whereas any measures to regulate SSGI must take account of the restrictions imposed 
by the subsidiarity principle, which entails  the freedom of national public authorities 
to define, organise and finance SSGI in the manner they consider most appropriate, 
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and by the proportionality principle; whereas, however, at the same time there are 
fundamental shared values at European level which must be respected by everyone 
when it comes to seeking to regulating SSGI, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 28
Recital I a (new)

Ia. whereas, furthermore, social services represent a specific non-profit making services 
sector not subject to the imperatives of the market and competition; whereas it is 
necessary to recognise the existence of cooperative and voluntary sectors where 
operators enjoy a special legal status, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 29
Recital I a (new)

Ia. whereas the Court of Justice of the European Communities has ruled that 
restrictions on freedoms are justified if they serve compelling reasons of the general 
interest and are proportionate; whereas such reasons of general interest include 
maintaining the financial stability of social security systems and safeguarding the 
supply of social services and their quality,

Or. de

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 30
Recital I b (new)

Ib. whereas the organisation of social service activities depends greatly on voluntary 
commitment and the inclusion of donations and this gives such services their 
particular character, and whereas even in the case of charges for social services the 
reciprocity principle cannot be said to apply but these are now, as they always were, 
activities based on society’s principle of solidarity,
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Or. de

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 31
Recital J

J. whereas: the SSGI sector provides employment for an increasing number of people; 
the rate of increase in employment in this sector is higher than the average in other 
sectors of the economy; a large number of women are employed in it; and it contains 
interesting flexible employment models, such as part-time working, ‘flexitime’ and 
voluntary work, which should be encouraged and receive adequate protection under 
employment law, (deletion) 

Or. de

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 32
Recital J

J. whereas: the SSGI sector provides employment for an increasing number of people; 
the rate of increase in employment in this sector is higher than the average in other 
sectors of the economy; a large number of women are employed in it; it contains 
interesting flexible employment models, such as part-time working, 'flexitime' and 
voluntary work, which should be encouraged and receive adequate protection under 
employment law; whereas, on the other hand, the sector also presents alarming 
instances of job insecurity, which should be combated by ensuring that all the 
persons working in the SSGI-sectors receive adequate protection under employment 
law,

Or. en

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 33
Recital J

J. whereas: the SSGI sector provides employment for an increasing number of people; 
the rate of increase in employment in this sector is in some countries higher than the 
average in other sectors of the economy; a large number of women are employed in it; 
it contains interesting flexible employment models, such as part-time working, 
‘flexitime’ and voluntary work, which should be encouraged and receive adequate 
protection under employment law and in terms of social security; whereas, on the 
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other hand, the sector also presents alarming instances of job insecurity, which should 
be avoided,

Or. es

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 34
Recital J

J. whereas: the SSGI sector provides employment for an increasing number of people; the 
rate of increase in employment in this sector is higher than the average in other sectors 
of the economy; a large number of women are employed in it; it contains interesting 
paid and unpaid employment models. The many forms of voluntary work must be 
recognised and more highly valued. Part-time working and flexitime should be 
encouraged and receive adequate protection under employment law; whereas, on the 
other hand, the sector also presents alarming instances of job insecurity, which should 
be avoided, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 35
Recital J

J. whereas: the SSGI sector provides employment for an increasing number of people; the 
rate of increase in employment in this sector is higher than the average in other sectors 
of the economy; a large number of women are employed in it; it contains interesting 
flexible employment models, such as voluntary part-time working, 'flexitime' and 
voluntary work, which should be encouraged and receive adequate protection under 
employment law; whereas, on the other hand, the sector also presents alarming 
instances of job insecurity, which should be avoided and should be resolved by means 
of social dialogue, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Harald Ettl

Amendment 36
Recital J

J. whereas: the SSGI sector provides employment for an increasing number of people; 
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the rate of increase in employment in this sector is higher than the average in other 
sectors of the economy; a large number of women are employed in it; it often contains 
atypical employment conditions, such as part-time working, ‘flexitime’ and in 
addition voluntary work, which should be encouraged and receive adequate protection 
under employment law; whereas, on the other hand, the sector also presents alarming 
instances of job insecurity, which should be avoided,

Or. de

Amendment by Joel Hasse Ferreira

Amendment 37
Recital J a (new)

Ja. whereas social dialogue is a vital means of improving the quality of SSGI and 
whereas the public authorities at all relevant levels, workers' and employers' 
representatives, non-governmental organisations, other representatives of civil 
society and service users themselves must be involved in it, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Joel Hasse Ferreira

Amendment 38
Recital J b (new)

Jb. whereas the international agreements concluded by the Community and the 
obligations deriving therefrom must be compatible with the Community's internal 
rules and policies; whereas the specific characteristics of SSGI must be duly taken 
into account in international trade agreements such as GATS and WTO 
agreements, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Milan Cabrnoch

Amendment 39
Recital K

deleted

Or. cs
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Amendment by Harald Ettl

Amendment 40
Recital K

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 41
Recital K

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 42
Recital K

K. whereas health services, which are excluded from the abovementioned Commission 
communication, are also SSGI, and so share the same characteristics and objectives; 
recognising, however, the special features arising from their complex organisation 
(deletion),

Or. en

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 43
Recital K

K. whereas health services, which are excluded from the abovementioned Commission 
communication, are also SSGI, and so share the same characteristics and objectives; 
recognising, however, the special features arising from their complex organisation and 
the financial burden they place on the Member States’ public authorities which form 
part of broader public health policies,

Or. fr
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Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 44
Recital K

K. whereas health services, which are excluded from the above-mentioned Commission 
communication, are also SSGI, and so share some characteristics and objectives; 
recognising, however, the special features arising from their complex organisation and 
their financial sustainability for the Member States’ public authorities,

Or. es

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 45
Recital K

K. whereas health services, which are excluded from the abovementioned Commission 
communication, are also SSGI, and so share the same characteristics and objectives; 
recognising, however, the special features arising from their complex organisation, 
and the extent of the financial participation of the Member States’ public authorities;

Or. el

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 46
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the Commission initiative, which is linked to the implementation of the 
White Paper on services of general interest and is designed to provide a specific 
conceptual and legal framework for the services in question; (deletion)

Or. en

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 47
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the Commission initiative, which is linked to the implementation of the 
White Paper on services of general interest and is designed to provide a specific 
conceptual and legal framework for such services (deletion); considers, however, that 
the abovementioned Commission communication does not provide sufficient 
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clarification about the classification and definition of SSGI, and defers any decision 
on the legal framework which should apply to them;

Or. de

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 48
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the Commission initiative, which is linked to the implementation of the 
White Paper on services of general interest and is designed to provide a specific 
conceptual and legal framework for the services in question; considers, however, that 
the abovementioned Commission communication does not provide sufficient 
clarification about the classification and definition of SSGI, and defers any decision 
on the legal framework which should apply to them; at the same time expresses its 
regret that, on the basis of the Commission communication, health services are not 
included in SSGI;

Or. el

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 49
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the Commission initiative, which is linked to the implementation of the 
White Paper on services of general interest and is designed to provide a specific 
conceptual and legal framework for the services in question; considers, however, that 
the abovementioned Commission communication does not provide sufficient 
clarification about the classification and definition of SSGI, and welcomes the fact 
that the Commission is deferring any decision on the legal framework which should 
apply to them until the consultation process is completed;

Or. de

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 50
Paragraph 1

1. Takes note of the Commission initiative, which is linked to the implementation of the 
White Paper on services of general interest and is designed to provide a specific 
conceptual and legal framework for the services in question; considers, however, that 
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the abovementioned Commission communication does not provide sufficient 
clarification about the classification and definition of SSGI, and defers any decision 
on the legal framework which should apply to them;

Or. en

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 51
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Vigorously rejects the position of the Commissions' Communication that 'almost all 
services offered in the social field can be considered “economic activities” within 
the meaning of Articles 43 and 49 of the EC Treaty'; warns of the serious 
consequences of such an approach, which would bring a wide range of social 
services of general interest under the scope of the recently adopted Directive on 
services in the internal market, as only 'non-economic services of general interest' 
are not covered by it; insists that the Services Directive should not apply to social 
services;

Or. en

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 52
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Confirms that the Member States can independently define what they mean by 
social services of general interest;

Or. de

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 53
Paragraph 1 b (new)

1b. Points out however that social services of general interest may not be permitted to 
pursue a commercial purpose and must be generally accessible and offered at 
reasonable prices;

Or. de
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Amendment by José Albino Silva Peneda

Amendment 54
Paragraph 2

2. Reaffirms its commitment to modern and high-quality SSGI, which are means of 
giving effect to many of the values embodied in the European project, such as
equality, solidarity, the rule of law and respect for human dignity, as well as and to the 
principles of accessibility, universal service, efficiency, economic management of 
resources, continuity, proximity to service users and transparency, which contribute to 
the implementation of the Community’s tasks as defined in Articles 2 and 3 of the 
Treaty;

Or. pt

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 55
Paragraph 2

2. Reaffirms its commitment to modern and high-quality SSGI based on the values of 
equality, solidarity, rule of law and respect for human dignity, and the principles of 
ensuring fundamental rights for all, accessibility, affordability, universal service, 
quality and efficiency, economic management of resources, continuity, proximity to 
service users and transparency, user participation, sustainable development and high 
quality social and labour standards, which contribute to the implementation of the 
Community’s tasks as defined in Articles 2 and 3 of the Treaty;

Or. en

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 56
Paragraph 2

2. Reaffirms its commitment to modern and high-quality SSGI based on the values of 
equality, solidarity, rule of law and respect for human dignity, and the principles of 
accessibility, universal service, quality, efficiency, economic management of resources, 
continuity, proximity to service users and transparency, which contribute to the 
implementation of the Community’s tasks as defined in Articles 2 and 3 of the Treaty;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 57
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Has considerable doubts, with regard to the subsidiarity principle, as to whether 
provision at EU level for social services of general interest can bring about a real 
improvement for citizens and result in efficient service provision;

Or. de

Amendment by Milan Cabrnoch

Amendment 58
Paragraph 3

deleted

Or. cs

Amendment by Roberto Musacchio

Amendment 59
Paragraph 3

3. Is convinced that SSGI are an appropriate means of strengthening the social dimension 
of the European Union and achieving social sustainability, attaining the objectives 
of the social agenda and addressing challenges such as globalisation, poverty and 
social exclusion, anti-discrimination and gender equality, industrial change, 
technological progress, demographic change, migration and changing social and 
employment patterns, thus contributing to the development of a social Europe;

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 60
Paragraph 3

3. Is convinced that SSGI are amongst others an appropriate means of strengthening the 
social dimension of the Lisbon Strategy, attaining the objectives of the social agenda 
and addressing challenges such as globalisation, industrial change, technological 
progress, demographic change, migration and changing social and employment 
patterns, thus contributing to the development of a social Europe;
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Or. en

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 61
Paragraph 3

3. Is convinced that SSGI are an appropriate means of strengthening the social dimension 
of the Lisbon Strategy, attaining the objectives of the social agenda and addressing 
challenges such as globalisation, economic change, technological progress, 
demographic change, migration and changing social and employment patterns, thus 
contributing to the development of a social Europe; 

Or. es

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 62
Paragraph 3

3. Is convinced that SSGI are an appropriate means of strengthening the social dimension 
of the Lisbon Strategy, attaining the objectives of the social agenda and addressing 
challenges such as globalisation, industrial change, technological progress, 
demographic change, migration and changing social and employment patterns, thus 
contributing not only to the development of a social Europe, but also to the 
international success of the new economic development model;

Or. el

Amendment by Joel Hasse Ferreira

Amendment 63
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Considers that social policy, including the provision of SSGI, is inextricably linked 
with economic policies, whose coordination should be designed to secure high levels 
of growth, prosperity, solidarity and economic, social and territorial cohesion; 

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 64
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Considers that, because they are helping to attain the Lisbon objectives, these services 
cannot be left solely in the hands of the market; the requirements of universality, 
accessibility, quality, non-discrimination and territorial programming cannot be 
spontaneously met by the market and require public intervention by the Member 
States, particularly as regards supply systems and tariff fixing; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Gilles Savary

Amendment 65
Paragraph 4

4. Welcomes the Commission’s recognition of the special nature of the main features 
whereby SSGI can be defined, which distinguish them from other types of services; 
approves the criteria laid down by the Commission for the definition of social services 
of general interest:
– they operate on the basis of the solidarity principle, which is required, in 

particular by the non-selection of risks or the absence, on an individual basis, of 
equivalence between contributions and benefits,

– they are comprehensive and personalised integrating the response to differing 
needs in order to guarantee fundamental human rights and protect the most 
vulnerable,

– they are not for profit and in particular to address the most difficult situations and 
are often part of a historical legacy,

– they include the participation of voluntary workers, expression of citizenship 
capacity,

– they are strongly rooted in (local) cultural traditions. This often finds its 
expression in the proximity between the provider of the service and the beneficiary, 
enabling the taking into account of the specific needs of the latter,

– an asymmetric relationship between providers and beneficiaries that cannot be 
assimilated with a ‘normal’ supplier/consumer relationship and requires the 
participation of a financing third party.

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 66
Paragraph 4

4. Welcomes the Commission’s recognition of the special nature of the main features 
whereby SSGI can be defined, which distinguish them from other types of services; 
considers, however, that the organisational criteria which, according to the 
abovementioned communication, are the distinguishing features of SSGI, cannot be 
accepted except on a provisional and indicative basis, pending the emergence of more 
definitive conclusions from the consultation process which the Commission has 
undertaken to conduct with Member States and SSGI service providers and users; 
underlines the fact that the competent authorities of Member States should be free 
to define what they consider to be services of general economic interest and that 
they should have broad discretion to decide how to organise, regulate and finance 
these services;

Or. en

Amendment by Gilles Savary

Amendment 67
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Points out that, given the wide diversity in the regulation and organisation of social 
services of general interest, European recognition needs to be secured for the concept 
of a non-profit making general interest organisation, namely one which meets the 
criteria set out by the Commission and involving no private appropriation of profits;

Or. fr

Amendment by Roberto Musacchio

Amendment 68
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Underlines the fact that social services of general interest play a key role in the 
prevention of major diseases and that they are linked to the more complex work 
done by healthcare operators; therefore, any separation between social and 
healthcare services should be avoided, whilst their interlinked positive actions 
should be strengthened, thus promoting a more cohesive welfare policy, appropriate 
preventing measures and full better dignity of patients involved;

Or. en
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Amendment by Harald Ettl

Amendment 69
Paragraph 5

5. Confirms that in the case of SSGI, the rules on competition, public aid and the internal 
market must be compatible with public service requirements, and not the other way 
round;

Or. de

Amendment by Gabriele Zimmer

Amendment 70
Paragraph 5

5. Considers that it would be a mistake to adopt an approach to SSGI which sets up a 
false opposition between rules on competition, public aid and the market on the one 
hand, and concepts of public service, general interest and social cohesion on the other; 
considers, on the contrary, that it is necessary to tackle the present legal uncertainty 
in relation to SSGI´s by introducing a chapter on public goods and services of 
general interest into the Treaty, clarifying that public goods, public services, services 
of general interest and the non-profit sector are not subject to the rules on 
competition, state aid, public procurement and the internal market, but form a 
sector which is guided solely by the public interest and which is organised according 
to the principle of subsidiarity within the sole competency of the Members States 
and their respective regional and local authorities to ensure their proper 
functioning;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 71
Paragraph 5

5. Considers that it would be a mistake to adopt an approach to SSGI which sets up a 
false opposition between rules on competition, public aid and the market on the one
hand, and concepts of public service, general interest and social cohesion on the other; 
considers, on the contrary, that it is necessary to reconcile them by promoting positive 
synergies between the economic and social aspects; (deletion)

Or. en
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Amendment by Jacek Protasiewicz

Amendment 72
Paragraph 5

5. Considers that it would be a mistake to adopt an approach to SSGI which sets up a 
false opposition between rules on competition, public aid and the market on the one 
hand, and concepts of public service, general interest and social cohesion on the other; 
considers, on the contrary, that it is necessary to reconcile them by promoting positive 
synergies between the economic and social aspects (deletion);

Or. pl

Amendment by Roberto Musacchio

Amendment 73
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Is convinced that granting the freedom to provide social services of general interest 
as well as the freedom of establishment of the concerned service providers interested 
to provide such services should first comply with and contribute to the 
implementation of the objectives of equal universal access and fair within the 
general requirements as defined by Member States according to the principle of 
subsidiarity;

Or. en

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 74
Paragraph 6

6. Recognises that, in the case of SSGI, there are two contrasting factors which have to 
be reconciled: on the one hand, the principle of subsidiarity which upholds the 
national public authorities’ freedom to define, organise and finance SSGI as they see 
fit, in conjunction with the principle of proportionality, and on the other hand, the 
(deletion) responsibility incumbent on the Community and Member States  for their 
respective areas of competence under the Treaty, and in particular Article 16 thereof, 
and the existence of underlying values and principles which are shared throughout 
Europe and must be respected by all by ensuring that the rules to which SSGI are 
subject uphold human rights and the dignity of the individual;

Or. de
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Amendment by Gabriele Zimmer

Amendment 75
Paragraph 6

6. Recognises that, in the case of SSGI, there are two complementary factors which have 
to be respected: on the one hand, the principle of subsidiarity which upholds the 
national public authorities’ freedom to define, organise and finance SSGI as they see 
fit, (deletion) and on the other hand, the joint responsibility incumbent on the 
Community on services of general economic interest by virtue of the Treaty, and in 
particular Article 16 thereof which states 'that the Community and the Member 
States, each within their respective powers and within the scope of application of 
this Treaty, shall take care that such services operate on the basis of principles and 
conditions which enable them to fulfil their missions', and also the existence of 
underlying values and principles which are shared throughout the European Union
and must be respected by all by ensuring that the rules to which SSGI are subject 
uphold human rights and the dignity of the individual;

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 76
Paragraph 6

6. Recognises that, in the case of SSGI, there are two coexisting principles which must be 
seen as equally important: on the one hand, the principle of subsidiarity which upholds 
the Member States' public authorities’ freedom to define, organise and finance SSGI as 
they see fit, in conjunction with the principle of proportionality, and on the other hand, 
the joint responsibility incumbent on the Community by virtue of the Treaty, and in 
particular Article 16 and Article 86(2) thereof, and the existence of underlying values 
and principles which are shared throughout Europe and must be respected by all by 
ensuring that the rules to which SSGI are subject uphold human rights and the dignity of 
the individual;

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Castex, Alain Hutchinson

Amendment 77
Paragraph 6

6. Recognises that, in the case of SSGI, there are two coexisting principles which must be 
seen as equally important: on the one hand, the principle of subsidiarity which upholds 
the Member States' public authorities’ freedom to define, organise and finance SSGI as 
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they see fit, in conjunction with the principle of proportionality, and on the other hand, 
the joint responsibility incumbent on the Community by virtue of the Treaty, and in 
particular Article 16 and Article 86(2) thereof, and the existence of underlying values 
and principles which are shared throughout Europe and must be respected by all by 
ensuring that the rules to which SSGI are subject uphold human rights and the dignity of 
the individual;

Or. fr

Amendment by Roselyne Bachelot-Narquin

Amendment 78
Paragraph 6

6. Recognises that, in the case of SSGI, there are two coexisting principles which must be 
seen as equally important: on the one hand, the principle of subsidiarity which upholds 
the Member States' public authorities’ freedom to define, organise and finance SSGI as 
they see fit, in conjunction with the principle of proportionality, and on the other hand, 
the joint responsibility incumbent on the Community by virtue of the Treaty, and in 
particular Article 16 and Article 86(2) thereof, and the existence of underlying values 
and principles which are shared throughout Europe and must be respected by all by 
ensuring that the rules to which SSGI are subject uphold human rights and the dignity of 
the individual;

Or. fr

Amendment by Bernard Lehideux

Amendment 79
Paragraph 6

6. Recognises that, in the case of SSGI, there are two coexisting principles which must be 
seen as equally important: on the one hand, the principle of subsidiarity which upholds 
the Member States' public authorities’ freedom to define, organise and finance SSGI as 
they see fit, in conjunction with the principle of proportionality, and on the other hand, 
the joint responsibility incumbent on the Community by virtue of the Treaty, and in 
particular Article 16 and Article 86(2) thereof, and the existence of underlying values 
and principles which are shared throughout Europe and must be respected by all by 
ensuring that the rules to which SSGI are subject uphold human rights and the dignity of 
the individual;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 80
Paragraph 6

6. Recognises that SSGI depend on two factors: on the one hand, the principle of 
subsidiarity which upholds the national public authorities’ freedom to define, organise 
and finance SSGI as they see fit, in conjunction with the principle of proportionality, 
and on the other hand, the joint responsibility incumbent on the Community by virtue of 
the Treaty, and in particular Article 16 thereof, and the existence of underlying values 
and principles which are shared throughout Europe and must be respected by all by 
ensuring that the rules to which SSGI are subject uphold human rights and the dignity of 
the individual;

Or. fr

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 81
Paragraph 6

6. Recognises that, in the case of SSGI, there are two contrasting factors which have to 
be reconciled: on the one hand, the principle of subsidiarity which upholds the 
national public authorities’ freedom to define, organise and finance SSGI (deletion), 
in conjunction with the principle of proportionality, and on the other hand, the joint 
responsibility incumbent on the Community by virtue of the Treaty, and in particular 
Article 16 thereof, and the existence of underlying values and principles which are 
shared throughout Europe and must be respected by all by ensuring that the rules to 
which SSGI are subject uphold human rights and the dignity of the individual;

Or. en

Amendment by Françoise Castex, Alain Hutchinson

Amendment 82
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Considers in this connection that, as it stands,  the definition of social housing given 
in the Commission communication 'social housing, providing housing for 
disadvantaged citizens or socially less advantaged groups' serves to predetermine and 
restrict the mission of social housing, which on the one hand forms part of the 
exclusive competence of the Member States in accordance with the subsidiarity 
principle and, on the other, fails to take account of the wide range of concepts of 
social housing and the tasks entrusted to it in the Member States, which came under 
the principles of the universal right to housing and social mix to which they subscribe 
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under their international commitments;

Or. fr

Amendment by Roselyne Bachelot-Narquin

Amendment 83
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Considers in this connection that, as it stands,  the definition of social housing given 
in the Commission communication 'social housing, providing housing for 
disadvantaged citizens or socially less advantaged groups' serves to predetermine and 
restrict the mission of social housing, which on the one hand forms part of the 
exclusive competence of the Member States in accordance with the subsidiarity 
principle and, on the other, fails to take account of the wide range of concepts of 
social housing and the tasks entrusted to it in the Member States, which came under 
the principles of the universal right to housing and social mix to which they subscribe 
under their international commitments;

Or. fr

Amendment by Bernard Lehideux

Amendment 84
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Considers in this connection that, under the subsidiarity principle,  the definition of 
social housing given in the Commission communication 'social housing, providing 
housing for disadvantaged citizens' impinges on the exclusive competence of the 
Member States for defining SSGI and seeks to overly restrict the mission of social 
housing by failing to take into account the wide range of concepts of social housing 
and the tasks entrusted to it in the Member States;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anne Van Lancker

Amendment 85
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Considers in this connection that the definition of social housing given in the 
Commission’s communication fails to take account of the wide range of contents of 
social housing an the tasks entrusted to it  in the Member States, which come under 
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the principles of the universal right to housing and social mix, to which they 
subscribe under their international commitments; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 86
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Considers in this connection that social housing should not be defined a priori so as 
to take into account the many different concepts of social housing programmes and 
the tasks entrusted to them; draws attention in particular to the importance of 
developing the social mix; in this regard, supports the need to comply with the 
subsidiarity principle;

Or. fr

Amendment by Roselyne Bachelot-Narquin

Amendment 87
Paragraph 6 b (new)

6b. Considers that, by virtue of the subsidiarity principle, it is the responsibility of the 
public authorities to define the general interest tasks they assign to SSGI; however, 
service providers can perform these tasks only if they have been duly mandated 
under contractual obligations laid down by the public authorities; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Thomas Mann

Amendment 88
Paragraph 7

7. Considers however, in view of the particular characteristics of SSGI, which relate to 
the nature of the services, (deletion) the situation of those benefiting from them and
their general-interest mission (deletion), that where conflict arises priority should be 
given to the defence of the general interest, which is the characteristic and principal 
feature of the SSGI;

Or. de
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Amendment by Roberto Musacchio

Amendment 89
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Points out that in defending such general interest at a European level an 
appropriate governance should help to ensure that in the provision of these services, 
Member States shall guarantee the compliance with the following principles:
• equal universal access for everybody;
• full territorial coverage, geographical and social accessibility to reliable high-
quality service at affordable prices and uniform quality standards;
• socially acceptable concessionary charges for disabled persons, low-income groups 
and mechanisms designed to combat social exclusion whichever is the form in 
which the services are delivered;
• measures to avoid regional disparities, ensure legal certainty, transparency and 
compliance with the framework conditions for the provision of services;

Or. en

Amendment by Milan Cabrnoch

Amendment 90
Paragraph 8

deleted

Or. cs

Amendment by Jacek Protasiewicz

Amendment 91
Paragraph 8

deleted

Or. pl



PE 378.585v01-00 30/56 AM\629928EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 92
Paragraph 8

8. Notes with concern, in this connection,  recent attempts to apply to certain SSGI rules 
and principles appropriate to commercial services (deletion), without taking into 
account the factors and principles which distinguish SSGI from those;

Or. en

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 93
Paragraph 8

8. Notes with concern, in this connection, recent attempts to apply to certain non-
commercial SSGI rules and principles appropriate to commercial services and services 
of general economic interest, without taking into account the factors and principles 
which distinguish SSGI from other services;

Or. de

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 94
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Points out that the recent attempts in some Member States to open up certain SSGI 
to competition, with the proper safeguards, have benefited growth and employment 
without undermining the factors and principles that distinguish SSGI from other 
services;

Or. es

Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 95
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Calls on the Commission to remedy this legal uncertainty by proposing a specific 
sectoral directive for SSGI, together with the appropriate legal initiatives as 
provided for in the European Parliament’s resolution on the Commission White 
Paper on services of general interest (2006/2101(INI), which points out that where 
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the right to codecision is stipulated by the Treaty it should be fully exercised by all 
parties concerned in the area of services of general interest and services of general 
economic interest;

Or. fr

Amendment by Milan Cabrnoch

Amendment 96
Paragraph 9

deleted

Or. cs

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 97
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest, 
whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible 
means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate (deletion);

Or. de

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 98
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest, 
whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible 
means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate (deletion);

Or. de
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Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 99
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest, 
whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible 
means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate and providing them with a 
legal framework to serve as a point of reference, in particular by adopting legislative 
instruments (deletion);

Or. it

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 100
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest, 
whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible 
means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate; (deletion)

Or. en

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 101
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest, 
whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible 
means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate (deletion) by adopting the 
requisite instruments (deletion); 

Or. es
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Amendment by Roberto Musacchio

Amendment 102
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest, 
whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible 
means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate and providing them with a 
legal framework outside internal market, state aid, public procurement and 
competition rules to serve as a point of reference (deletion); 

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 103
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest 
(deletion); consequently, calls on the Commission to examine without delay, with a 
view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible means of clarifying the 
legal context in which SSGI operate and providing them with a legal framework to 
serve as a point of reference, in particular by adopting legislative instruments under 
co-decision including, (deletion) a framework directive and appropriate sectoral 
measures for health services, social services and other related areas;

Or. en

Amendment by Bernard Lehideux

Amendment 104
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general economic 
interest, whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to 
examine without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all 
possible means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate and providing 
them with a legal framework to serve as a point of reference, in particular by adopting 
legislative instruments under codecision, including a directive on SSGI;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Roselyne Bachelot-Narquin

Amendment 105
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general economic 
interest, whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to 
examine without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all 
possible means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate and providing 
them with a legal framework to serve as a point of reference, in particular by adopting 
legislative instruments under codecision, including a directive on SSGI;

Or. fr

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 106
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest, 
whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible 
means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate and providing them with a 
legal framework to serve as a point of reference, in particular by adopting legislative 
instruments under codecision, including a directive on SSGI;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anne Van Lancker

Amendment 107
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to social services in the general 
economic interest (deletion); consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible 
means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate and providing them with a 
legal framework to serve as a point of reference, in particular by adopting legislative 
instruments including (deletion) a framework directive;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 108
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest, 
whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, all possible 
means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate and providing them with a 
legal framework to serve as a point of reference, in particular by adopting legislative
instruments including (deletion) a framework directive;

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 109
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation to services in the general interest, 
whether economic or social; consequently, calls on the Commission to examine 
without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and transparency, and better
balance between the nature of services of general interest and the principle of free 
movement of services and goods; calls on the Commission to examine all possible 
means of ensuring total linguistic clarity regarding the basic concepts used in this 
area and respect for diversity, clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate and 
providing them with a legal framework to serve as a point of reference, in particular 
by adopting legislative instruments including, possibly, the future enactment of a 
framework directive;

Or. el

Amendment by Harald Ettl

Amendment 110
Paragraph 9

9. Considers that it is necessary as a matter of urgency to put an end to the legal 
uncertainty which currently exists in relation not only to services in the general 
interest but also to services of general economic interest; consequently, calls on the 
Commission to examine without delay, with a view to ensuring legal certainty and 
transparency, all possible means of clarifying the legal context in which SSGI operate 
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and providing them with a legal framework to serve as a point of reference, in 
particular by adopting legislative instruments including, possibly, a framework 
directive;

Or. de

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 111
Paragraph 9 a (new)

9a. Believes that the latitude allowed to Member States to determine the manner of 
giving effect to the aims and principles of SSGI oriented specifically towards care 
and social integration must extend to the possibility of employing legal instruments 
provided for in national legislation so as to transcend the concept of ‘economic 
activity’ as defined for the purposes of the Treaty;

Or. it

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 112
Paragraph 9 a (new)

9a. Calls on the Commission to promote the social economy sector and to devote a 
communication to this sector, which is a fundamental part of the European social 
model; points to the urgent need to introduce a statute for a European mutual 
society and a European association;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anne Van Lancker

Amendment 113
Paragraph 9 a (new)

9a. Considers that a legal framework for social services of general interest should 
clarify the different methods for the management, functioning, funding and 
regulation of these services and ensure that rules protecting users’ rights, quality 
and assessment are established by the competent authorities of the Member States;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Patrizia Toia

Amendment 114
Paragraph 9 a (new)

9a. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to provide for proper recognition 
of the new forms of SSIG-producing social entrepreneurship and to bring the 
appropriate regulation to bear both on their social aspects and on their 
entrepeneurial aspects and matters related to their presence on the market;

Or. it

Amendment by Milan Cabrnoch

Amendment 115
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to protect and promote the patterns 
of employment frequently found in the social services sector, including female 
employment, flexible working hours, part-time working and use of the voluntary 
sector, while taking care not to encourage fraud and job insecurity and without causing 
any deterioration in the employment conditions of workers in the sector or recourse to 
unqualified or poorly qualified staff; (deletion)

Or. cs

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 116
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to (deletion) promote the patterns of 
employment frequently found in the social services sector, (deletion) flexible working 
hours, part-time working and use of the voluntary sector, while taking care not to 
encourage fraud and job insecurity and without causing any deterioration in the 
employment conditions of workers in the sector or recourse to unqualified or poorly 
qualified staff; also calls on the Commission to include, throughout the consultation 
process and in its report, questions relating to gender mainstreaming;

Or. en
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Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 117
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to protect and promote the patterns 
of employment frequently found in the social services sector, including female 
employment, flexible working hours, part-time working and use of the voluntary 
sector; (deletion) also calls on the Commission to include, throughout the consultation 
process and in its report, questions relating to gender mainstreaming;

Or. de

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 118
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to protect and promote the patterns 
of employment frequently found in the social services sector, including female 
employment, flexible working hours, part-time working and use of the voluntary 
sector not only for the provision of services but also for administrative tasks, while 
taking care not to encourage fraud and job insecurity and without causing any 
deterioration in the employment conditions of workers in the sector or recourse to 
unqualified or poorly qualified staff; also calls on the Commission to include, 
throughout the consultation process and in its report, questions relating to gender 
mainstreaming, and the needs of the disadvantaged and the elderly;

Or. el

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 119
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to protect and promote the patterns 
of employment frequently found in the social services sector, including female 
employment, flexible working hours, part-time working and use of the voluntary 
sector, which, where it exists, must be subject to controls to guarantee the quality of 
service provided, while taking care not to encourage fraud and job insecurity and 
without causing any deterioration in the employment conditions of workers in the 
sector or recourse to unqualified or poorly qualified staff; also calls on the 
Commission to include, throughout the consultation process and in its report, 
questions relating to gender mainstreaming;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 120
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to protect and promote the patterns 
of employment frequently found in the social services sector, including female 
employment, flexible working hours, part-time working and use of the voluntary 
sector, with the aim of improving the employment conditions of workers in the 
sector, to combat fraud and job insecurity without causing any deterioration in the 
employment conditions of workers in the sector or recourse to unqualified or poorly 
qualified staff; also calls on the Commission to include, throughout the consultation 
process and in its report, questions relating to gender mainstreaming;

Or. en

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 121
Paragraph 11

11. Calls on the Commission to develop, in cooperation with the Member States and 
SSGI service providers, a job description that receives general recognition in the 
Member States;

Or. de

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 122
Paragraph 11

11. Calls on the Commission, the Member States and SSGI service providers (deletion) to 
develop vocational training initiatives geared towards adaptation to the working 
environment, with a view to ensuring better quality services and improving working 
and living conditions for workers (deletion); considers also that, in view of the 
changing nature of requirements for social services, the public authorities must ensure 
that workers in the social services have a high level of vocational training;

Or. it
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Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 123
Paragraph 11

11. Calls on the Commission, the Member States and SSGI service providers, in view of 
the stress, specific working patterns (shift work or night work) and dangerous or 
demanding nature of certain activities carried out by the social services, to develop 
lifelong learning initiatives geared to enabling staff to adjust to and cope with 
circumstances of this kind, with a view to ensuring better quality services and 
improving working and living conditions for workers in the sector; considers also that, 
in view of the changing nature of requirements for social services, the public 
authorities must ensure that workers in the social services sector have a high level of 
(deletion) training (academic education and vocational training); 

Or. es

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 124
Paragraph 11

11. Calls on the Commission, the Member States and SSGI service providers, in view of 
the stress, working hours (shift work or night work) and dangerous or demanding 
nature of certain activities carried out by the social services, to develop and improve
vocational training and life-long learning initiatives geared to enabling staff to adjust 
to and cope with circumstances of this kind, with a view to ensuring better quality 
services and improve working and living conditions for workers in the sector; 
considers also that, in view of the changing nature of requirements for social services, 
the public authorities must ensure that workers in the social services have a high level 
of vocational training;

Or. en

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 125
Paragraph 11

11. Calls on the Commission, the Member States and SSGI service providers, in view of 
the stress, working hours (shift work or night work) and dangerous or demanding 
nature of certain activities carried out by the social services, to develop vocational 
training initiatives geared to enabling staff to adjust to and cope with circumstances of 
this kind, with a view to ensuring better quality services and improve working and 
living conditions for workers in the sector; considers also that, in view of the changing 
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nature of requirements for social services, the public authorities must ensure that 
workers in the social services have a high level of vocational training and that social 
dialogue is encouraged in this sector;

Or. fr

Amendment by Harald Ettl

Amendment 126
Paragraph 11

11. Calls on the Commission, the Member States and SSGI service providers, in view of 
the stress, working hours (shift work or night work) and dangerous or demanding 
nature of certain activities carried out by the social services, to develop vocational 
training initiatives geared to enabling staff to adjust to and cope with circumstances of 
this kind, with a view to ensuring better quality services and improve working and 
living conditions for workers in the sector; considers also that, in view of the changing 
nature of requirements for social services, the public authorities must ensure that 
people working in the social services have a high level of vocational training;

Or. de

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 127
Paragraph 11 a (new)

11a. Calls on the Commission, the Member States and SSGI service providers to 
highlight the value of the different types of employment in this sector, in particular 
unpaid employment, and voluntary work, by introducing procedures for the 
recognition of periods of voluntary work and the validation of the non-formal 
learning thereby acquired;

Or. fr

Amendment by Joel Hasse Ferreira

Amendment 128
Paragraph 11 a (new)

11a. Calls on the Commission and Member States to promote pilot measures for 
voluntary periods of European social service, also in the context of transnational 
mobility;
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Or. fr

Amendment by Joel Hasse Ferreira

Amendment 129
Paragraph 11 b (new)

11b. Calls on the Commission and Member States to accord proper recognition of the 
work of volunteers in providing SSGI, particularly in the academic, employment 
and social security sectors;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 130
Paragraph 12

12. Congratulates the Commission on its decision to consult all the actors involved in the 
definition and organisation of SSGI; believes that this dialogue will result in greater 
transparency and better-quality services and help to reinforce the principles and values 
which underpin them; expects that the stakeholder involvement will also be upheld 
when legislative instruments are created;

Or. en

Amendment by Bernard Lehideux

Amendment 131
Paragraph 12

Not applicable to the English version.

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 132
Paragraph 13

13. In order to ensure that General Interest prevails in case of tensions over competition 
rules and to guarantee the provision of high-quality and efficient services calls on 
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the Commission and the Member States to respect the diversity of the methods of 
organising and managing SSGI, of their resources and of the methods of funding these 
services; recommends that Member States and Commission use their public 
procurement capacities to further the values and development of the sector as 
expressively allowed in the Public Procurement Directives 2004/18/EC and  
2004/17/EC; recommends that major efforts should be undertaken by the 
Commission and EU governments at national, regional and local level to use the 
opportunities provided by the revision of the Public Procurement Directives in 2004 
to apply social and environmental clauses to their contracts;

Or. en

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 133
Paragraph 13

13. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to respect the diversity of the 
methods of organising and managing SSGI, of their resources and of the methods of 
funding these services; also calls on the Member States to revert 'reforms' that 
institutionalised market based models of welfare provision with competition and 
obligations for bidding and tendering, and also to stop promoting public-private 
partnerships or externalising social services to the private sector, because these are 
misleading strategies for 'modernising social services'; taking care to promote the 
general interest and ensure the provision of efficient and high-quality services both by 
the public sector and not-for-profit 'third sector' of the social economy is the more 
appropriate strategy for ensuring high quality, integrated and inclusive social 
services;

Or. en

Amendment by Françoise Castex, Alain Hutchinson

Amendment 134
Paragraph 13

13. While taking care to promote the general interest and ensure the provision of 
efficient and high-quality services, calls on the Commission and the Member States 
to respect the diversity of the methods of organising and managing SSGI, of their 
resources and of the methods of funding these services; also calls for the establishment 
of public-private partnerships to provide such services (deletion);

Or. fr
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Amendment by Bernard Lehideux

Amendment 135
Paragraph 13

13. While taking care to promote the general interest and ensure the provision of 
efficient and high-quality services, calls on the Commission and the Member States 
to respect the diversity of the methods of organising and managing SSGI, of their 
resources and of the methods of funding these services; also calls for the establishment 
of public-private partnerships to provide such services (deletion);

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 136
Paragraph 13

13. While taking care to promote the general interest and ensure the provision of 
efficient and high-quality services, calls on the Commission and the Member States 
to respect the diversity of the methods of organising and managing SSGI, of their 
resources and of the methods of funding these services; also calls for the establishment 
of public-private partnerships to provide such services and for non-discrimination;

Or. fr

Amendment by Roberto Musacchio

Amendment 137
Paragraph 13

13. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to respect the diversity of the 
methods of organising and managing SSGI, of their resources and of the methods of 
funding these services; (deletion) while taking care to promote the general interest and 
ensure the provision of efficient and high-quality services;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 138
Paragraph 13

13. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to respect the diversity of the 
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methods of organising and managing SSGI, of their resources and of the methods of 
funding these services; also calls for the establishment of public-private partnerships 
to provide such services and greater transparency between the funding bodies and
service providers, while taking care to promote the general interest and ensure the 
provision of efficient and high-quality services;

Or. el

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 139
Paragraph 13

13. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to respect the diversity of the 
methods of organising and managing SSGI, of their resources and of the methods of 
funding these services; also calls for the establishment of public-private partnerships 
to provide such services, while taking care to promote the general interest and ensure 
the provision of efficient and high-quality services; highlights also the role of pre-
commercial public procurement as a useful tool to drive quality, innovation, 
efficiency and modernisation in this field;

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 140
Paragraph 14

14. Considers that the Member States’ various competent public authorities are free to 
decide whether SSGI should be provided by mutual associations, other forms of social 
organisation or private businesses, in cases where the provision of services by the 
private sector is compatible with the principle of upholding the general interest, but 
considers that public authorities should be able to check at any time that the service 
providers are abiding by the principles and values associated with SSGI and whether 
services are being provided in accordance with them;

Or. en

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 141
Paragraph 14

14. Considers that the Member States’ various competent public authorities are free to 
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decide whether SSGI should be provided by mutual associations, other forms of social 
organisation or private businesses, in cases where the provision of services by the 
private sector is compatible with the principle of upholding the general interest, but 
considers that public authorities should be able to check at any time that the service 
providers are abiding by the principles and values associated with SSGI and whether 
services are being provided in accordance with the requirements that the public 
authorities have laid down by law;

Or. es

Amendment by Bernard Lehideux

Amendment 142
Paragraph 14

14. Considers that the Member States’ various competent public authorities are free to 
decide whether SSGI should be provided by mutual associations, other forms of social 
organisation or private businesses, in cases where the provision of services by the 
private sector is compatible with the principle of upholding the general interest, but 
considers that public authorities should be able to check at any time that the service 
providers are abiding by the principles and values associated with SSGI and whether 
services are being provided in accordance with the requirements specified in advance 
by the public authorities by means of a formal mandate and a licensing system;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anne Van Lancker

Amendment 143
Paragraph 14

14. Considers that the Member States’ various competent public authorities are free to 
decide whether SSGI should be provided by mutual associations, other forms of social 
organisation or private businesses, in cases where the provision of services by the 
private sector is compatible with the principle of upholding the general interest, but 
considers that public authorities should be able to check at any time that the service 
providers are abiding by the principles and values associated with SSGI and whether 
services are being provided in accordance with the requirements specified in advance 
by the public authorities by means of a formal mandate and a licensing system;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 144
Paragraph 14

14. Considers that the Member States’ various competent public authorities are free to 
decide whether SSGI should be provided by mutual associations, other forms of social 
organisation or private businesses, in cases where the provision of services by the 
private sector is compatible with the principle of upholding the general interest, but 
considers that public authorities should be able to check at any time that the service 
providers are abiding by the principles and values associated with SSGI and whether 
services are being provided in accordance with the requirements specified in advance 
by the public authorities by means of a formal mandate and a licensing system;

Or. fr

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 145
Paragraph 14

14. Considers that the Member States’ various competent public authorities are free to 
decide whether SSGI should be provided by mutual associations, other forms of social 
organisation or private businesses, in cases where the provision of services by the 
private sector is compatible with the principle of upholding the general interest, but 
considers that public authorities should be able to check at any time that the service 
providers are abiding by the principles and values associated with SSGI and whether 
services are being provided in accordance with the requirements specified in advance 
by the public authorities providing that these are compatible with the principles of 
proportionality and non-discrimination; 

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 146
Paragraph 14

14. Considers that the Member States’ various competent public authorities are free to 
decide whether SSGI should be provided by mutual associations, other forms of social 
organisation (e.g. associations, cooperatives, foundations, federations, etc.) or private 
businesses, in cases where the provision of services by the private sector is compatible 
with the principle of upholding the general interest, but considers that public 
authorities should be able to check at any time that the service providers are abiding 
by the principles and values associated with SSGI and whether services are being 
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provided in accordance with the requirements specified in advance by the public 
authorities;

Or. fr

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 147
Paragraph 14

14. Considers that the Member States’ various competent public authorities are free to 
decide whether SSGI should be provided by mutual associations, other forms of social 
organisation or private businesses, in cases where the provision of services by the 
private sector is compatible with the principle of upholding the general interest and in 
no way undermining the social character of SSGI, but considers that public 
authorities should be able to check at any time that the service providers are abiding 
by the principles and values associated with SSGI and whether services are being 
provided in accordance with the requirements specified in advance by the public 
authorities;

Or. el

Amendment by José Albino Silva Peneda

Amendment 148
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14a. Maintains that, in keeping with the subsidiarity principle, the authorities concerned 
in the Member States should be allowed to tap alternative sources of funding for 
SSIG, such as sponsorship and corporate social responsibility, and urges the 
Member States to embark on reforms to secure the financial sustainability of 
national welfare systems at a time when society and the labour market are 
changing, not least in terms of population structure and the consequent need for 
greater solidarity between generations;

Or. pt

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 149
Paragraph 15

deleted
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Or. en

Amendment by Gabriele Zimmer

Amendment 150
Paragraph 15

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 151
Paragraph 15

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 152
Paragraph 15

15. Welcomes the involvement of firms, in the context of fulfilling their social 
responsibilities, in the funding, support and delivery of SSGI;

Or. de

Amendment by Harald Ettl

Amendment 153
Paragraph 15

15. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to encourage firms, in the context of 
fulfilling their social responsibilities, to contribute to the funding, support and delivery 
of SSGI and to involve the social partners to a greater extent in developing 
approaches of this kind;

Or. de
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 154
Paragraph 16

16. Notes that, in some Member States, the decentralisation of power to regional or local 
authorities for the purpose of providing SSGI has not been accompanied by the 
allocation of sufficient budget resources to enable them to deliver services of the 
highest standard in terms of quantity and quality; consequently, calls on the Member 
States and third sector undertakings to make every effort, within their social remit,
to ensure that, on the one hand, there is a sufficient geographic spread regarding the 
provision of services and, on the other, that any transfer of powers to regional and 
local authorities for the purpose of delivering SSGI is accompanied by adequate 
budgetary resources;

Or. el

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 155
Paragraph 16 a (new)

16a. Restates that public service compensation does not constitute state aid if the 
obligations are transparent, objective and clearly defined, the compensation is 
calculated in an objective and transparent manner and does not exceed what is 
necessary to cover the cost; whereas Commission and Member States should 
disseminate this information to all actors involved;

Or. en

Amendment by Milan Cabrnoch

Amendment 156
Paragraph 17

deleted

Or. cs
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Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 157
Paragraph 17

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 158
Paragraph 17

17. Calls on the Commission to present a communication on health services in the 
European Union which (deletion) takes account of their specific features as social 
services, the values and common principles underlying such services, the essential 
rules governing their operation and the role of social organisations, health 
professionals and private organisations, and the rights and obligations of patients, 
while leaving each Member State the freedom to lay down precise rules on the way 
the services are organised;

Or. de

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 159
Paragraph 17

17. Calls on the Commission to present a communication on health services in the 
European Union which is based on the assumption they should be regarded as social 
services, takes account of their specific features and examines the need and possibility 
in law of (deletion) a (deletion) proposal for practicable criteria to distinguish 
between commercial and non-commercial social services, which could include the 
values and common principles underlying such services, the essential rules governing 
their operation and the role of social organisations, health professionals and private 
organisations, and the rights and obligations of patients, while leaving each Member 
State the freedom to lay down precise rules on the way the services are organised;

Or. de
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Amendment by Jacek Protasiewicz

Amendment 160
Paragraph 17

17. Calls on the Commission to present a communication on health services in the 
European Union which (deletion) takes account of their specific features and 
examines the need and possibility in law of putting forward a legislative proposal 
which could include the values and common principles underlying such services, the 
essential rules governing their operation and the role of social organisations, health 
professionals and private organisations and businesses, and the rights and obligations 
of patients, while leaving each Member State the freedom to lay down precise rules on 
the way the services are organised;

Or. pl

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 161
Paragraph 17

17. Calls on the Commission to support the position that health services in the European 
Union (deletion) should be regarded as social services, urges the Commission to take
account of their specific features and (deletion) the values and common principles 
underlying such services, the essential rules governing their operation and the role of 
social organisations, health professionals and private organisations, and the rights and 
obligations of patients, while leaving each Member State the freedom to lay down 
precise rules on the way the services are organised;

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 162
Paragraph 17

17. Calls on the Commission to present a communication on health services in the 
European Union based on their role as social services, takes account of their specific 
features and examines the need and possibility in law of putting forward a legislative 
proposal which could include the values and common principles underlying such 
services, the essential rules governing their operation and the role of social 
organisations, health professionals and private organisations, and the rights and 
obligations of patients, while leaving each Member State the freedom to lay down 
precise rules on the way the services are organised;
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Or. en

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 163
Paragraph 17

17. Calls on the Commission to present a communication on health services in the 
European Union which is based on the assumption they should be regarded as social 
services, takes account of their specific features and examines the need for measures 
in the light of the values and common principles underlying such services, the 
essential rules governing their operation and the role of social organisations, health 
professionals and private organisations, and the rights and obligations of patients, 
while leaving each Member State the freedom to lay down precise rules on the way 
the services are organised;

Or. es

Amendment by Joel Hasse Ferreira

Amendment 164
Paragraph 17 a (new)

17a. Calls on the Commission to negotiate an amendment to Article 1, paragraph 3(c), of 
the GATS, so that the concept of general interest can be defined unambiguously and 
in such a way as to exclude SSGI form the scope of that agreement;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 165
Paragraph 17 a (new)

17a. Considers that the services provided for disabled persons (50 million citizens) 
represent a very important element of SSGI, bearing in mind the jobs they account 
for in the European Union and the nature of the social service provided.  In this 
connection, it is the responsibility of the European Union to ensure non-
discrimination by promoting high-quality services by means of a programme to 
exchange and make full use of best practice;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jean Louis Cottigny

Amendment 166
Paragraph 17 b (new)

17b. Calls on the Commission to examine the possibility of setting up an agency for the 
purpose of grading and enhancing the quality of SSGI in Europe;

Or. fr

Amendment by Milan Cabrnoch

Amendment 167
Paragraph 18

deleted

Or. cs

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 168
Paragraph 18

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Iles Braghetto

Amendment 169
Paragraph 18

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Harald Ettl

Amendment 170
Paragraph 18

18. Recommends the establishment of a forum, under the auspices of the European 
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Parliament, which would bring together European social organisations, the European 
social partners and representatives of the Commission and the Council to guide the 
way this process is handled;

Or. de

Amendment by Thomas Mann

Amendment 171
Paragraph 18

18. Recommends the establishment of a forum, under the auspices of the European 
Parliament, which would bring together European social organisations, possibly the 
service companies concerned and representatives of the Commission and the Council 
to guide the way this process is handled;

Or. de

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 172
Paragraph 18

18. Recommends the establishment of a forum, under the auspices of the European 
Parliament, which would bring together European social organisations and 
representatives of the Commission and the Council to guide the way this process is 
handled, without however relieving the Commission of its primary responsibility as 
the holder of a monopoly on legislative initiative.  It is the Commission’s 
responsibility to propose a legislative framework to meet the growing need for 
clarification and legal certainty expressed by actors involved in SSGI;

Or. fr

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 173
Paragraph 19

19. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, (deletion) the 
Commission and national parliaments;

Or. en



PE 378.585v01-00 56/56 AM\629928EN.doc

EN


