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Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 13
Recital 1

(1) Notwithstanding the overall positive
effect of globalisation on growth and jobs in 
the Community, it is opportune to establish a 
European Globalisation adjustment Fund 
(hereinafter referred to as "the EGF"), 
through which the Community would show 
its solidarity towards workers affected by 
redundancies resulting from changes in 
world trade patterns;

(1) Given the effect of globalisation on 
growth and jobs in the Community, it is 
opportune to establish a European 
Globalisation adjustment Fund (hereinafter 
referred to as "the EGF"), through which the 
Community would show its solidarity 
towards workers affected by redundancies 
resulting from changes in world trade 
patterns;

Or. en

Justification

This amendment reformulates recital 1 in a more realistic tone.
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 14
Recital 1

(1) Notwithstanding the overall positive 
effect of globalisation on growth and jobs in 
the Community, it is opportune to establish a 
European Globalisation adjustment Fund 
(hereinafter referred to as "the EGF"), 
through which the Community would show 
its solidarity towards workers affected by 
redundancies resulting from changes in 
world trade patterns;

(1) Notwithstanding the overall positive 
effect of globalisation on growth and jobs in 
the Community, it is opportune to establish a 
European Globalisation adjustment Fund 
(hereinafter referred to as "the EGF"), 
through which the Community would, in an 
equitable manner, show its solidarity 
towards workers affected by redundancies 
resulting from changes in world trade 
patterns;.

Or. el

Justification

It is essential that EGF assistance for European workers be both fair and seen to be fair. 

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 15
Recital 1 a (new)

(1a) The negative effects of globalisation 
should be tackled in the first instance by a 
long-term, sustainable Community strategy 
for trade policy aimed at global high social 
and ecological standards;

Or. en

Justification

Negative employment effects of globalisation should be countered by a pro-active and 
sustainable Community trade policy. The EGF should be a second line instrument.

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 16
Recital 1 a (new)
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(1a) Aid from the Fund must be effective
and adaptable to a constantly fluctuating
and frequently unpredictable market 
situation.

Or. el

Justification

The international and European markets are constantly fluctuating and frequently
unpredictable. The fund must be adaptable to these trends and the needs arising in each case. 

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 17
Recital 1 b (new)

(1b) More extensive monitoring, research 
and reporting by the Commission on an 
ongoing basis is needed to better 
understand the full scope of the off-shoring 
issue, including forecasts of the extent to 
which off-shore competition is already 
affecting EU industries, adequate data 
collection programmes on trends in the 
quantity and sectoral composition of jobs 
that move off-shore, precise analyses of the 
economic costs of off-shoring (including 
the loss of tax revenue and social 
expenditure necessary to support workers 
made redundant), data on the redeployment 
of workers and of their new wage levels, 
and analyses of the wider effects on 
communities.

Or. en

Justification

Early warning previsions and data evaluating the effects of off-shoring are necessary tools to 
develop appropriate Community policy responses.
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Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 18
Recital 2

(2) The EGF should provide specific, one-
off support to facilitate the re-integration 
into employment of workers in areas or 
sectors suffering the shock of serious 
economic disruption.

(2) The EGF should provide specific, one-
off support to facilitate the re-integration 
into employment of workers in areas or 
sectors particularly severely affected by 
structural change as a result of 
globalisation. 

Or. de

Justification

Both the further development of the European internal market and globalisation itself are 
desirable.  Structural changes are necessary and appropriate in connection with the 
completion of the internal market and the globalisation process and will lead to better 
allocation of resources and improved standards of living for society as a whole.  The 
reference to ‘economic disruption’ is not, therefore, appropriate.

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 19
Recital 4

(4) The activities of the EGF should be 
coherent and compatible with the other 
Community policies and comply with its 
acquis.

(4) The activities of the EGF should be 
coherent and compatible with the other 
Community policies and comply with its 
acquis and especially with actions taken 
under the Structural Funds.

Or. en

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 20
Recital 5

(5) An action funded under this Regulation 
should not receive financial assistance from 
the Community financial instruments.

(5) An action funded under this Regulation 
should not receive financial assistance from 
the Community financial instruments. 
However, coordination with existing or 
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planned modernisation and restructuring 
measures in the framework of regional 
development is necessary, albeit that such 
coordination should not result in the 
creation of parallel or additional 
management structures for actions funded 
by the EGF.

Or. en

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 21
Article 1, paragraph 1

1. This Regulation establishes a European 
Globalisation adjustment Fund, hereinafter 
referred to as "the EGF", to enable the 
Community to provide support for workers 
made redundant as a result of major 
structural changes in world trade patterns 
where these redundancies have a significant 
adverse impact on the regional or local 
economy.

1. This Regulation establishes a European 
Globalisation adjustment Fund, hereinafter 
referred to as "the EGF", to enable the 
Community to provide support for workers 
made redundant as a result of major 
structural changes in world trade patterns 
where these redundancies have a significant 
adverse impact on the secondary and 
tertiary sectors of the regional or local 
economy.

Or. en

Justification

For the agricultural sector specific CAP instruments should be used.

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 22
Article 2, introductory phrase

A financial contribution from the EGF shall 
be provided where major structural changes 
in world trade patterns lead to a serious 
economic disruption, notably a massive 
increase of imports into the EU, or a 
progressive decline of the EU market share 
in a given sector or a delocalisation to third 

A financial contribution from the EGF shall 
be provided where major structural changes 
in world trade patterns lead to serious
economic disruption, notably a massive 
increase of imports into the EU, or a sharp
decline in the EU market share in a given 
sector or a delocalisation to third countries, 
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countries, which results in: which results in: 

Or. en

Justification

The EGF should be able to operate for sudden sharp declines of the EU market share 
resulting from the causes mentioned in this article.

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 23
Article 2, introductory phrase

A financial contribution from the EGF shall 
be provided where major structural changes 
in world trade patterns lead to a serious 
economic disruption, notably a massive 
increase of imports into the EU, or a 
progressive decline of the EU market share 
in a given sector or a delocalisation to third 
countries, which results in:

A financial contribution from the EGF shall 
be provided where major structural changes 
in world trade patterns lead to a serious 
economic disruption, notably a massive 
increase of imports into the EU, or a 
progressive decline of the EU market share 
in a given sector or a delocalisation to third 
countries or other EU Member States,
which results in:

Or. el

Justification

Τhis criterion for fund assistance must also take account of internal company relocation
between Member States, which demonstrably occurs so as to avoid injustices arising from
discrimination between those made redundant as a result of relocations inside or outside the
EU, which may be motivated by cheaper workforces or otherwise lower operating costs in the
host country.

Amendment by Šarūnas Birutis

Amendment 24
Article 2, point (a)

(a) at least 1 000 redundancies in an 
enterprise, including workers made 
redundant in its suppliers or downstream 
producers, in a region where unemployment, 
measured at NUTS III level, is higher than 
the EU or national average, 

(a) at least 500 redundancies in an 
enterprise, including workers made 
redundant in its suppliers or downstream 
producers, in a region where unemployment, 
measured at NUTS III level, is higher than 
the EU or national average, 
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Or. en

Justification

The criterion of 1000 redundancies is too restrictive for enterprises in smaller EU Member 
States.

Amendment by Pia Elda Locatelli

Amendment 25
Article 2, point (a)

a) at least 1000 redundancies in an 
enterprise, including workers made 
redundant in its suppliers or downstream 
producers, in a region where unemployment, 
measured at NUTS III level, is higher than 
the EU or national average, 

a) at least 500 redundancies in an enterprise, 
including workers made redundant in its 
suppliers or downstream producers, in a 
region where unemployment, measured at 
NUTS III level, is higher than the EU or 
national average, 

Or. it

Justification

Given the differing size of firms in the various European Union countries, setting 500 
redundancies as the qualifying number is likely to meet the requirements of all the Member 
States of the Union without undermining the principle of equal treatment for all Member 
States.

Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 26
Article 2, point (b)

(b) at least 1000 redundancies, over a period 
of 6 months, in one or more enterprises in a 
sector, measured at NACE 2 level, which 
represents at least 1% of regional 
employment measured at NUTS II level.

(b) at least 500 redundancies, over a period 
of 6 months, in one or more enterprises in a 
sector, measured at NACE 2 level, which 
represents at least 1% of regional 
employment measured at NUTS II level..

Or. de

Justification

To ensure that small and medium-sized firms also have the access to funding to which they 
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are entitled, the critical number of redundancies should be reduced.  It would be very hard to 
satisfy the second criterion, given the situation on the ground in the small Member States, and 
consequently it should be dropped.

Amendment by Šarūnas Birutis

Amendment 27
Article 2, point (b)

(b) at least 1 000 redundancies, over a period 
of 6 months, in one or more enterprises in a 
sector, measured at NACE 2 level, which 
represents at least 1% of regional 
employment measured at NUTS II level.

(b) at least 500 redundancies, over a period 
of 10 months, in one or more enterprises in a 
sector, measured at NACE 2 level, which 
represents at least 1% of regional 
employment measured at NUTS II level.

Or. en

Justification

The criterion of 1000 redundancies is too high to assess the gravity of economic disruption if 
we wish, as the Regulation states, to cover small and medium-sized undertakings which are in 
fact those most affected by trade liberalisation and are the first to suffer the effects of 
structural changes in world trade patterns. The proposed period of six months is too short to 
assess the gravity of economic disruption.

Amendment by Pia Elda Locatelli

Amendment 28
Article 2, point (b)

b) at least 1000 redundancies, over a period 
of 6 months, in one or more enterprises in a 
sector, measured at NACE 2 level, which 
represents at least 1% of regional 
employment measured at NUTS II level.

b) at least 750 redundancies, over a period of 
6 months, in one or more enterprises in a 
sector, measured at NACE 2 level, which 
represents at least 1% of regional 
employment measured at NUTS II level.

Or. it

Justification

Given the differing size of firms in the various European Union countries, setting 500 
redundancies as the qualifying number is likely to meet the requirements of all the Member 
States of the Union without undermining the principle of equal treatment for all Member 
States.
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 29
Article 2, paragraph 1 a (new)

Even where the quantitative criteria
referred to in (a) and (b) above are not met
the Commission may decide that a Member
State is entitled to seek EGF assistance
where duly justified by special 
circumstances within that Member State.

Or. el

Justification

It is important for the regulation to include a discretionary criterion for assessing the
admissibility of applications so that the strictly numerical limits do not constitute a bar to 
EGF assistance where the other stipulated conditions are met. Malta or Cyprus for example 
cannot be made subject to the same quantitative criteria as Germany, the United Kingdom or 
other large Member States since this would effectively confine assistance from the fund to a 
limited number of Member States.

Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 30
Article 3

A financial contribution under this 
Regulation shall be made for actions, as part 
of a coordinated package of personalised 
services designed to re-integrate redundant 
workers into the labour market, including:

A financial contribution under this 
Regulation shall be made for:
1. Actions, as part of a coordinated package 
of personalised services designed to re-
integrate redundant workers into the labour 
market, including:

(a) active labour market measures, such as 
job-search assistance, occupational 
guidance, tailor-made training and re-
training including ICT skills, outplacement 
assistance and entrepreneurship promotion 
or aid for self-employment; 

(a) active labour market measures, such as 
job-search assistance, occupational 
guidance, tailor-made training and re-
training including ICT skills, outplacement 
assistance and entrepreneurship promotion 
or aid for self-employment; 

(b) special in-work time-limited income 
supplements, such as job search allowances, 

(b) special in-work time-limited income 
supplements, such as job search allowances, 
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mobility allowances, income support 
allowances to individuals participating in 
training activities; and temporary wage 
supplements for workers of at least 50 years 
of age who accept to re-enter the labour 
market at a lower wage.

mobility allowances, income support 
allowances to individuals participating in 
training activities, and temporary wage 
supplements for workers of at least 50 years 
of age who accept to re-enter the labour 
market at a lower wage.

1a. The provision of micro-finance and 
measures for social inclusion which 
reinforce the Competitiveness and 
Innovation Programme (CIP) and the Joint 
European Resources for Micro to Medium-
sized Enterprises (JEREMIE) scheme 
operated by the European Investment 
Fund.

Or. en

Justification

Part of the contributions of the EGF should be used to reinforce existing measures aimed at 
facilitating the adaptation to structural change.

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 31
Article 3, point (a)

(a) active labour market measures, such as 
job-search assistance, occupational 
guidance, tailor-made training and re-
training including ICT skills, outplacement 
assistance and entrepreneurship promotion 
or aid for self-employment; 

(a) active labour market measures, such as 
job-search assistance, occupational 
guidance, tailor-made training and re-
training including ICT skills and 
entrepreneurship promotion or aid for self-
employment, including micro-credits;

Or. en

Justification

Outplacement assistance is deleted because it is a specific company tool to soften 
redundancies that should be paid by the employer. An explicit reference to the useful tool of 
micro-credits is added.
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Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 32
Article 3, point (b)

(b) special in-work time-limited income 
supplements, such as job search 
allowances, mobility allowances, income 
support allowances to individuals 
participating in training activities; and 
temporary wage supplements for workers of 
at least 50 years of age who accept to re-
enter the labour market at a lower wage.

deleted

Or. cs

Justification

This provision runs counter to the legal basis of the regulation in that it concerns social 
welfare rather than economic and social cohesion. It also runs counter to the principle of 
subsidiarity in that action taken by the Community in this case would simply replace action 
taken by the Member States and would not provide any added value. Last but not least, it 
makes sense for limited EGF resources to be directed towards the development of the 
company affected and towards increasing the ability of the workers made redundant to enter 
the labour market.

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 33
Article 3, point (b)

(b) special in-work time-limited income 
supplements, such as job search allowances, 
mobility allowances, income support 
allowances to individuals participating in 
training activities; and temporary wage 
supplements for workers of at least 50 years 
of age who accept to re-enter the labour 
market at a lower wage.

(b) special in-work time-limited income 
supplements, such as job search allowances, 
mobility allowances, income support 
allowances to individuals participating in 
training activities.

Or. en

Justification

Deletion of age discrimination contravening Article 13 of the EC Treaty and going beyond 
what is appropriate and necessary to attain the legitimate objective pursued (cf.  judgment of 
the Court of Justice in Case C-144/04).
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 34
Article 5, paragraph 1

1. The Member State shall submit an 
application for a contribution from EGF to 
the Commission within a period of 10 weeks 
from the date on which the conditions set out 
in Article 2 for mobilising the EGF are met

1. The Member State shall submit an 
application for a contribution from EGF to 
the Commission within a period of 12 weeks 
from the date on which the conditions set out 
in Article 2 for mobilising the EGF are met
and in any case from the date of the last 
issue.

Or. el

Justification

It is necessary to extend the deadline so as to give sufficient time for the comprehensive and
analytical information required under Article 5 to be obtained. In any case, the time from
which the deadline is set to run must be made clear.

Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 35
Article 5, paragraph 2, point (a)

(a) A reasoned analysis of the link between 
the redundancies and the major structural 
changes in world trade patterns;
demonstration of the number of 
redundancies; and an explanation of the 
unforeseeable nature of these 
redundancies;

(a) A reasoned analysis of the link between 
the redundancies and the major structural 
changes in world trade patterns and
demonstration of the number of 
redundancies; 

Or. de

Justification

It is very hard to ascertain whether structural changes were foreseeable or not.  Moreover, 
even foreseeable massive structural changes have serious social consequences.
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Amendment by Pia Elda Locatelli

Amendment 36
Article 5, paragraph 5

5. On the basis of the information referred to 
in paragraph 2, the Commission shall assess, 
in co-operation with the Member State, 
whether the conditions for making a 
financial contribution under this Regulation 
are met.

5. On the basis of the information referred to 
in paragraph 2, the Commission shall assess, 
within thirty days of receiving the 
application and in co-operation with the 
Member State, whether the conditions for 
making a financial contribution under this 
Regulation are met.

Or. it

Justification

It is important that the regulation should state the period within which the Commission should 
assess the application for a financial contribution.

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 37
Article 6, paragraph 2

2. Assistance from the EGF shall 
complement actions of the Member States at 
national, regional and local level.

2. Assistance from the EGF shall 
complement actions of the Member States at 
national, regional and local level, including, 
in accordance with paragraph 5, actions 
co-financed by Structural Funds.

Or. en

Justification

Complementarity and co-ordination with actions co-financed by structural funds can enhance 
the coherence of the EGF assistance and other community policies as indicated in recitals 4 
and 5.

Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 38
Article 6, paragraph 5

5. The Member State shall ensure that the 5. The Member State shall ensure that the 
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specific actions receiving a contribution
under the EGF shall not also receive 
assistance from other Community financial 
instruments

specific actions receiving a contribution
under the EGF, with the exception of the 
actions specified in Article 3 point (a), 
shall not also receive assistance from other 
Community financial instruments

Or. de

Justification

See justification to the proposed amendment to Article 3.

Amendment by Claude Turmes

Amendment 39
Article 7

The Commission and the Member States 
shall promote equality between men and 
women, and ensure non-discrimination on 
the basis of sex, race, ethnic origin, religion 
or belief, disability, age or sexual 
orientation in accessing support from the 
EGF.

The Commission and the Member States 
shall ensure that equality between men and 
women and the integration of the gender 
perspective are promoted during the 
various stages of implementation of the 
EGF.

The Commission and the Member States 
shall take appropriate steps to prevent any 
discrimination based on sex, racial or 
ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, 
age or sexual orientation during the 
various stages of implementation of the 
EGF and, in particular, insofar as 
concerns access to it.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment aligns this non-discrimination clause on the formulation of Article 16 of the 
Council Regulation laying down general provisions on the ERDF, the ESF and the Cohesion 
Fund. 

Amendment by Pia Elda Locatelli

Amendment 40
Article 10, paragraph 1
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1. The Commission shall, on the basis of the 
assessment carried out in accordance with 
Article 5(5) particularly taking into account 
the number of redundancies, the proposed 
actions and the estimated costs, determine as 
quickly as possible the amount of financial 
contribution, if any, to be made within the 
limits of the resources available.

1. The Commission shall, on the basis of the 
assessment carried out in accordance with 
Article 5(5) particularly taking into account 
the number of redundancies, the proposed 
actions and the estimated costs, determine 
within thirty days of receiving the 
application submitted by the Member State 
in accordance with Article 5(2) the amount 
of financial contribution, if any, to be made 
within the limits of the resources available.

The amount may not exceed 50% of the total 
of the estimated costs referred to in article 
5.2.(d).

The amount may not exceed 50% of the total 
of the estimated costs referred to in article 
5.2.(d)  for regions covered by the 
competitiveness criterion, or 70% for 
regions covered by the convergence 
criterion.

Or. it

Justification

Given that the fund is supposed to intervene in urgent cases to cope with the consequences of 
globalisation,  the Commission must not take long to decide whether to grant a financial 
contribution.  It is necessary, therefore, for the regulation to state the period within which the 
Commission must reply to applications for assistance from the EGF.  Moreover, in view of the 
differing levels of economic development of the various Member States of the EU, the EGF 
contribution should reflect those variations.

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 41
Article 10, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

The amount may not exceed 50% of the total 
of the estimated costs referred to in article 
5.2.(d).

The amount may not exceed 75% of the total 
of the estimated costs referred to in article 
5.2.(d).

Or. el

Justification

A funding level of 50% is highly restrictive if the original objective behind the creation of the
fund, that is to say effective solidarity with local, regional or national economies exposed to
the harsh impact of globalisation, is to be effectively met.
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 42
Article 20, paragraph 1

On the basis of the first annual report 
provided for in Article 16, the European 
Parliament and the Council may review this 
Regulation, on the basis of a proposal by the 
Commission, to ensure that the solidarity 
objective of the EGF is met and that its 
provisions adequately take into account the 
economic, social and territorial 
characteristics of all Member States.

On the basis of the first annual report 
provided for in Article 16, the European 
Parliament and the Council may review this 
Regulation, on the basis of a proposal by the 
Commission, to ensure that the solidarity 
objective of the EGF is met and that its 
provisions adequately take into account the 
economic, social and territorial 
characteristics of all Member States. Should
it emerge that EGF objectives are not being
met with available annual appropriations
the Commission shall recommend that they
be adjusted.

Or. el

Justification

It is necessary to assess how well the fund is operating in order to establish to what extent the 
available appropriations are adequate to meet the objectives for which it was set up.


