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Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Group

Amendment 1
Citation 4 a (new)

- having regard to the Göteborg European Council of 15 and 16 June 2001 that 
decided to merge the Lisbon strategy with a sustainable development strategy,

Or. en

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 2
Citation 10 a (new)

- having regard to the Council regulation (EC/No 1083/2006) laying down general 
provisions on the European Regional Development Funds1, the European Social 
Fund and the Cohesion Fund and the Community Strategic Guidelines 2007-2013 
(COM(2005)0299),

Or. en

  
1 OJ L 210, 31.7.2006, p. 25.
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Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 3
Citation 14 a (new)

- having regard to the Commission communication on "Putting knowledge into 
practice: A broad-based innovation strategy for the EU" (COM(2006)0502),

Or. en

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 4
Recital 15 a (new)

- having regard to the final report of May 2002 of the group of experts of the BEST 
project on the transfer of small and medium-sized enterprises,

Or. el

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 5
Citation 22 a (new)

- having regard to the i2010 initiative, in particular the i2010 eGovernment Action 
Plan (COM(2006)0173),

Or. en

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 6
Recital Aa (new)

Aa. whereas, in order to ensure long term economic growth, the EU and Member States 
must close the gap that exists between research and market in the European Union,

Or. en
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Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 7
Recital F

F. whereas Member States must continue to tackle challenges linked to social 
demographic change and sustainable social models, and use this opportunity to 
develop innovative processes, services and products,

Or. en

Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Group

Amendment 8
Recital G

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 9
Recital M

ΙΓ. whereas SMEs typically suffer from weak entrepreneurial skills as well as deficiencies 
in the use information and communications technologies, accounting, linguistic 
barriers, production management, business planning, lack of resources and ability to 
reach critical mass

Or. el

Amendment by Dominique Vlasto

Amendment 10
Recital M a (new)

M a. whereas support for intermediary organisations representing enterprises is 
indispensable, given the fundamental nature of their actions as regards information, 
back-up and follow-up for SMEs, in particular for the smallest among them,

Or. fr
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Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Group

Amendment 11
Recital M a (new)

Ma. whereas weak social security coverage is one of the major factor discouraging EU 
citizens to becoming self-employed,

Or. en

Amendment by Dominique Vlasto

Amendment 12
Recital S a (new)

S a. whereas the 23 million SMEs in Europe in fact reflect a very great diversity of 
entrepreneurial situations which must be taken into account in drawing up and 
implementing Community policies, in particular within the framework of NRPs, 
particularly as regards the specificities of micro-enterprises and cottage industries 
which account for over 95% of European SMEs,

Or. fr

Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Group

Amendment 13
Paragraph 1

1. Reminds Member States that the only way to compete successfully in a global market 
is to create an open European Knowledge society based on excellence, fostering 
social innovation and encouraging eco-efficiency;

Or. en

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 14
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Underlines the fact that the only way to have a market for EU's SMEs and industry 
is to close the gap that exists in the EU between research and marketing innovative 
processes, services and products;

Or. en
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Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 15
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. reminds the Commission and the Member States that growth can only be 
guaranteed by reacting to important evolutions in the society as there are: 
demographic changes and aging, energy transition and the environment;

Or. en

Amendment by Dominique Vlasto

Amendment 16
Paragraph 3

3. Highlights the fact that, increasingly, organisational strength will be found not in core 
competencies but, rather, in core ' (deletion) individuals', above all company 
directors, who must be able to receive continuing training under appropriate 
conditions in order to boost their ability to anticipate and manage transformations 
in their environment;

Or. fr

Amendment by Pilar del Castillo Vera, Iles Braghetto

Amendment 17
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Stresses the need to strengthen cooperation, on the one hand, between regions 
facing the same problems and challenges, by encouraging the setting up of networks 
among enterprises located in these regions, and cross-border regions, on the other, 
with the aim of encouraging the development and coordination of policies catering 
for their specific needs;

Or. es

Amendment by Ján Hudacký

Amendment 18
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Urges the European Commission to take action to increase competition of SMEs in 
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the EU internal market by reduction of administrative barriers and state 
interventions while respecting subsidiarity and free market principles in order to 
rise their global competitiveness;

Or. en

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 19
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Underlines the importance of regional development around technological and 
innovative growth centres (the so-called 'clusters') in every Member State;

Or. en

Amendment by Pilar del Castillo Vera, Iles Braghetto

Amendment 20
Paragraph 4 b (new)

4b. Stresses the need to recognise the particular situation and encourage the 
development of industrial clusters and zones, by means of European programmes, 
taking into account their specific characteristics and providing them with adequate 
support;

Or. es

Amendment by Dominique Vlasto

Amendment 21
Paragraph 5

5. Urges the advancement of international economic relations with a view to creating a 
larger free trade area than the European single market; insists in this respect that the 
public procurement agreement currently being renegotiated within the WTO be 
rebalanced; draws the attention of the Commission, in this connection, to the fact 
that our American, Canadian, Korean and Japanese partners have national 
provisions which exclude from the scope of the agreement public contracts which 
they reserve for their SMEs, while on the other hand, these four countries, inter 
alia, are able to tender for public contracts in the 25 Member States of the European 
Union;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 22
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Asks Member States to take away administrative thresholds for cross-border 
cooperation between SME's, industry, research institutes and universities;

Or. en

Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Green/Efa Group

Amendment 23
Paragraph 8

8. Acknowledges that Europe needs a truly integrated energy policy which guarantees 
security of supply, highest level of safety, no risks to health and minimal 
environmental damage;

Or. en

Amendment by Pilar del Castillo Vera, Iles Braghetto

Amendment 24
Paragraph 9

9. Emphasises the need for Member States to reinvigorate knowledge, research and 
innovation; research is a vital prerequisite for successful innovation and economic 
growth; it is important to create a European knowledge society, using lifelong 
learning and Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in order to reduce 
skills-gaps, unemployment;

Or. it

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 25
Paragraph 9

9. Emphasises the need for Member States to reinvigorate knowledge and innovation by 
creating a European knowledge society, using lifelong learning, language training
and Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in order to reduce skills-
gaps, unemployment, thus improving workers' mobility within the EU;
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Or. en

Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Group

Amendment 26
Paragraph 9 a (new)

9a. Supports the widest use of the "Key Competence for Life Long Learning" to meet 
the needs of European learners by ensuring equity and access in particular for 
those groups who need support for their educational potential such as people with 
low basic skills, early school leavers, long-terms unemployed, migrants, and people 
with disabilities;

Or. en

Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Group

Amendment 27
Paragraph 9 b (new)

9b. Considers SMEs to be an essential part of the European economy and that in order 
to exploit their potential in the field of R&D, the EU 7th Framework Programme 
must be streamlined in order to facilitate the participation of smaller research 
bodies by earmarking funding of SMEs and of clusters of small firms and 
laboratories;

Or. en

Amendment by Dominique Vlasto

Amendment 28
Paragraph 10

10. Highlights the need for open innovation models, which are less linear and more 
dynamic and which will bring added value to companies; reminds the Commission 
and Member States of the need to support a broader definition of innovation in 
drawing up and implementing European policies; emphasises that innovation 
involves both technological innovation, with a strengthening of enterprises' high, 
medium and low technology capacities, and the modernisation of activities and 
services, in particular small and micro enterprises, and their modernisation for 
social purposes and job creation; considers also that account must be taken of the 
essential role played by these enterprises in adapting and disseminating existing 
technologies;
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Or. fr

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 29
Paragraph 10

10. Highlights the need for 'open innovation' models, where SMEs and industry innovate 
by co-operation and with government support; these are less linear and more 
dynamic and (deletion) will bring added value to companies;

Or. en

Amendment by Pilar del Castillo Vera, Iles Braghetto

Amendment 30
Paragraph 12

12. Stresses the need for a user friendly Community patent and for improved reciprocity 
between the European, United States' and Japanese patent systems in order to best 
protect European enterprise and ideas in particular promoting their use by SME's;

Or. en

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 31
Paragraph 13

13. Commends the aims of the EU Market Access Strategy and calls for the EU to do 
more to promote its database amongst the SME community and to keep it up-to-date;
recommends Member States, regional and local authorities to create common 'one-
stop information shops' and encouraging internet functions of government services 
(E-government);

Or. en

Amendment by Dominique Vlasto

Amendment 32
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14 a. Urges the Commission and Member States wherever possible to apply the principle 
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'think of the small ones first' based on the European Charter for Small Enterprises 
to enable micro-enterprises and cottage industries in particular fully to realise their 
growth and development potential whether at local level or in export markets;

Or. fr

Amendment by Ján Hudacký

Amendment 33
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14a. Urges the Commission to reform and enlarge the existing EIC network by 
incorporating various business support agencies existing under national networks 
which are able to provide comprehensive and reliable services to SMEs;

Or. en

Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Groups

Amendment 34
Paragraph 15 a (new)

15a. Highlights the need to support women entrepreneurs notably in access to finance 
and entrepreneurial networks;

Or. en

Amendment by Pilar del Castillo Vera, Iles Braghetto

Amendment 35
Paragraph 19

19. Urges Member States to revitalise European businesses by cutting red tape, improving 
the quality of the regulation, reducing the administrative burden, improving the 
participation of SMEs within the consultation process and simplifying tax compliance 
procedures in their favour and streamlining administrative processes and social 
security schemes for workers and employers;

Or. es
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Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Group

Amendment 36
Paragraph 19 a (new)

19a. Considers that eco-innovation can also be stimulated by using the purchasing power 
of public budgets, as the greening of public procurement could help to create a 
critical mass so that environmentally-friendly businesses can enter the market on a 
wider scale, which will benefit European SMEs that are very active in this sector;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 37
Paragraph 20

20. Encourages Member States to offer more support to redress the insufficient number of 
start-ups, by considering and applying appropriate incentives; notes the importance of 
business transfers in maintaining jobs and capital; welcomes the new communication 
on the transfer of businesses: "Implementing the Lisbon Community Programme 
for Growth and Jobs: Transfer of businesses - Continuity through a new 
beginning", linked to the aim of reducing the intrinsic risk associated with 
entrepreneurship, notes that successful business transfers are increasingly 
important given Europe's ageing population which will mean that over a third of 
European entrepreneurs will withdraw in the next ten years; thus invite Member 
States to give equal political attention to start-ups and business transfers;

Or. en

Amendment by Pilar del Castillo Vera, Iles Braghetto

Amendment 38
Paragraph 20

20. Encourages Member States to offer more support to redress the insufficient number of 
start-ups, by considering and applying appropriate incentives and introducing special 
aid arrangements that will encourage growth in terms of size and employment; notes 
the importance of business transfers in maintaining jobs and capital, thus invite 
Member States to give equal political attention to start-ups and business transfers;

Or. es
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 39
Paragraph 20

20. Encourages Member States to offer more support to redress the insufficient number of 
start-ups, by considering and applying appropriate incentives; notes the importance of 
business transfers in maintaining jobs and capital, thus invite Member States to give 
equal political attention to start-ups and business transfers by incorporating practical 
measures in national policies for the implementation of the Lisbon Strategy together 
with a specific timetable;

Or. el

Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Group

Amendment 40
Paragraph 20 a (new)

20a. Stresses the importance of SMEs clusters around technology parks, public 
laboratories or universities that create dynamic environments in Europe, able to 
exploit scientific knowledge and to create knowledge-based jobs;

Or. en

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 41
Paragraph 21

21. Proposes such measures as tax breaks and reduced interest loans for starting new 
businesses and reducing the time and cost of setting up a business; proposes the 
promotion of relevant measures, such as tax incentives and flexible corporate law 
arrangements to facilitate the continuation of enterprises and in particular the 
transfer of family enterprises to third parties or employees;·

Or. el

Amendment by Dominique Vlasto

Amendment 42
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21α. Reaffirms its reservations as regards the incorporation  of the follow-up reports to 
the European Charter for Small Enterprises in the framework of the Lisbon 
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governance cycle and considers that it has not made policy in favour of small 
enterprises more intelligible or coherent; stresses that the NRPs reflect very 
unevenly from one Member State to another, the priority which the Commission 
seeks to give to policies in favour of SMEs; records the importance of  intermediary 
organisations representing SME as privileged partners in monitoring progress and 
calls upon the Commission and Member States to involve them more extensively and 
more completely in drawing up policies in favour of SMEs, in particular for the 
formulation of the NRPs;

Or. fr

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 43
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21α. Calls on the Commission to promote measures to facilitate transfers of enterprises at 
European level, such as the creation of a European databank of potential sellers 
and purchasers, the creation of a European platform for coordinating information-
gathering, exchanges of experience and successful practices in Member States and 
facilitating cross-border cooperation and also the organisation of European 
seminars and fora in this connection;

Or. el

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 44
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a. Calls on the Commission to encourage the exchange of good practice between 
Member States on the setting up of enterprise 'clusters' and on how to improve the 
links between businesses and universities both of which are considered valuable in 
encouraging innovation and enterprise creation;

Or. en

Amendment by Rebecca Harms in name of the Greens/Efa Group

Amendment 45
Paragraph 23

23. Urges Member States to take innovative policy decisions to compensate for both their 
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ageing population and a falling birth rate (deletion);

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 46
Paragraph 25 a (new)

25a. Reminds the Commission and Member States that non-wage costs are one of the 
major obstacles facing one-person enterprises in employing additional workers; 
urges the Commission and Member States to respect the principle of proportionality 
and flexibility when considering EU employment legislation given the high levels of 
unemployment experienced in Europe, particularly by young people;

Or. en

Amendment by Ján Hudacký

Amendment 47
Paragraph 27 a (new)

27a. Encourages MSs to promote PPPs as the most appropriate model for providing 
business support services for SMEs including creation of venture capital funds and 
thus create sufficient leverage effect for greater private sector involvement;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 48
Paragraph 28

28. Urges Member States to improve SME access to public procurement, which represents 
a significant barrier to growth; reminds the Commission and Member States of 
occasional perverse effects of the Public Procurement Directives which have for 
example led to some awarders of public contracts asking for fees from prospective 
suppliers in order to process their tender applications; notes that such fees can be 
crippling for small businesses and calls on the Commission to consider this point 
when producing their guidance document on the implementation of the revised 
Public Procurement Directives later this year;

Or. en
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Amendment by Ján Hudacký

Amendment 49
Paragraph 29

29. Urges the use of fiscal incentives that encourage investment in venture capital, use of 
resources available through the European Investment Fund and the structural 
funds which could contribute to building a domestic risk capital investor base;

Or. en

Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 50
Paragraph 31

31. Urges all Member States to put particular attention to measures for SMEs in their 
NRPs. Success will depend on strong involvement of and consultation with SME 
business organisations to verify their efficiency;

Or. en

Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 51
Paragraph 31 a (new)

31a. Regrets the loss of the concrete dimension as it used to be present in the reporting 
on the European Charter for Small Businesses and urges the Commission to offer 
the possibility to Member States to hold bilateral meetings (including national 
stakeholders) on progress with concrete SME measures in preparation of the 
annual NRP reports;

Or. en

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 52
Paragraph 31 a (new)

31a. Refers to the Commission position, put down in the Cohesion Policy's Strategic 
Guidelines, that a substantial part of the 308 billion Euro Cohesion policy budget 
(2007-2013) should be spent on innovation, entrepreneurship and growth of the 
knowledge economy as the core of regional development;
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Or. en
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