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Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment by Rebecca Harms

Amendment 51
Recital 2

(2) The project to modernise air traffic 
management in Europe, hereinafter called 
the "SESAR project", is the technological 
element of the single European sky. It aims 
to give the Community high-performance air 
traffic control infrastructure which will 
enable the safe and environmentally friendly 
development of air transport, benefiting fully 
from the technological advances of 
programmes such as Galileo.

(2) The project to modernise air traffic 
management in Europe, hereinafter called 
the "SESAR project", is the technological 
element of the single European sky. It aims 
to give the Community high-performance air 
traffic control infrastructure which will 
enable the safe, energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly development of air 
transport, benefiting fully from the 
technological advances of programmes such 
as Galileo. It also aims to integrate both 
aircraft speed management, for reasons of 
energy efficiency, and intensive 
cooperation with weather forecasting 
services, so as to reduce the climate change 
impact of aviation.
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Justification

The higher performance of ATM bears the potential to manage better adapted speed for 
saving kerosene consumption and allows to guide the planes on routes that are, according to 
weather forecast, less sensitive for the building of vapour contrails.

Amendment by Philippe Busquin

Amendment 52
Recital 17

(17) The main task of the Joint Undertaking 
must be to organise and coordinate the 
SESAR project by combining public and 
private sector funding and using external 
technical resources, provided by its 
members, and in particular Eurocontrol’s 
experience.

(17) The main task of the Joint Undertaking 
must be to organise and coordinate the 
SESAR project by combining public and 
private sector funding and using external 
technical resources, provided by its 
members, and in particular Eurocontrol’s 
experience and expertise.

Or. en

Justification

The reference to ESA is premature before the results of the SESAR definition phase on the 
role of space-based systems in the future ATM system. The reference to EUROCONTROL’s 
experience has to be completed by mentioning the 40 years of civil and military expertise of 
this Organisation.

Amendment by Erna Hennicot-Schoepges

Amendment 53
Article 1, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. The "SESAR project" shall consist of 
three phases:
(a) the “definition phase” aims to define 
the technical options and steps to be taken 
and the priorities in the modernisation 
programme as well as the operational 
implementation plans. It began in October 
2005 and is expected to finish in December 
2007, resulting in the ATM Master Plan. 
The ATM Master Plan is to be developed by 
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a consortium of undertakings under the 
supervision of the Eurocontrol;
(b) the “development phase” will start on 1 
January 2008, once the Council has 
endorsed the ATM Master Plan, acting on 
a proposal from the Commission and after 
consulting the European Parliament. The 
development phase will end on 31 
December 2013;
(c) the “deployment phase” will start on 1 
January 2014 and end on 31 December 
2020 and will comprise large-scale 
production and implementation of the new 
ATM infrastructure. The Commission shall 
submit a proposal to the European 
Parliament and the Council, defining:
(i) the transition from the development 
phase to the deployment phase,
(ii) the reimbursement mechanisms which 
shall apply to any body succeeding the 
SESAR Joint Undertaking, and
(iii) the transfer of selected tangible and 
intangible assets to the new body 
succeeding the SESAR Joint Undertaking.

Or. en

Justification

For reasons of better regulation and clarity of responsibility, this Regulation should define 
the phases in terms of a time period and in terms of what ought to be achieved during the 
three phases, while paying attention to the responsibilities of legislators and other bodies 
concerned.

Amendment by Rebecca Harms

Amendment 54
Article 1, paragraph 2, indent 1 a (new)

- integrating aircraft speed management, 
for reasons of energy efficiency, and 
weather forecasting services, so as to 
reduce the impact of aviation on the 
climate;



PE 378.647v02-00 4/9 AM\632157EN.doc

EN

Or. en

Justification

The higher performance of ATM bears the potential to manage better adapted speed for 
saving kerosene consumption and allows to guide the planes on routes that are, according to 
weather forecast, less sensitive for the building of vapour contrails.

Amendment by Rebecca Harms

Amendment 55
Article 4, paragraph 2

2. The Community’s contribution can be 
paid from the budget of the research and 
technological development and the trans-
European networks framework 
programmes.

2. The Community’s contribution should in 
particular be used to integrate the aspects 
addressing energy efficiency and reducing 
the impact of aviation on the climate. It can 
be paid from the budget of the research and 
technological development framework
programmes and the trans-European 
networks.

Or. en

Justification

The higher performance of ATM bears the potential to manage better adapted speed for 
saving kerosene consumption and allows to guide the planes on routes that are, according to 
weather forecast, less sensitive for the building of vapour contrails.

Or. en

Amendment by Philippe Busquin

Amendment 56
Annex, Article 3, paragraph 1, point (a a) (new)

(aa) a representative of the military;

Or. en
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Justification

The representatives of the industry should be nominated by the relevant representative 
organisations at the European level. The representative of the Military should be nominated 
by the relevant representative organisation dealing with ATM at the European level. 

Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 57
Annex, Article 4, paragraph 1

1. The representatives referred to in points 
(a) and (b) of Article 3(1) shall have the 
right to vote.

1. All representatives referred to in Article 
3(1) with the exception of the European 
Space Agency and Eurocontrol shall, in the 
light of paragraph 2, have a weighted vote 
corresponding to their contribution to the 
budget of the SESAR Joint Undertaking.

Or. de

Justification

In order to avoid any possible conflict of interest, the ESA and Eurocontrol should be 
represented on the Administrative Board in a technical and advisory capacity only.

Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 58
Annex, Article 4, paragraph 2

2. The members of the Joint Undertaking 
shall have a number of votes in proportion 
to their contribution to the funds of the 
Joint Undertaking. However, the 
Community and Eurocontrol shall each 
have at least 30% of the total number of 
votes and the air passengers’ representative 
referred to in point (b) of Article 3(1) shall 
have at least 10% of the total number of 
votes.

2. The weighting and the total number of 
votes shall be as follows:

(a) the Community shall have no more than 
25%,
(b) the industry's consultative body shall 
have 25%,
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(c) the EIB shall have 5%,
(d) the other public (or private) 
undertakings or bodies in third countries 
shall have the remaining votes.

Or. de

Justification

The Community should have no more than 25% of the votes in order to ensure that private 
investors are not squeezed out. In order to avoid any possible conflict of interest, the ESA and 
Eurocontrol should be represented on the Administrative Board in a technical and advisory 
capacity only.

Amendment by Philippe Busquin

Amendment 59
Annex, Article 4, paragraph 2

2. The members of the Joint Undertaking 
shall have a number of votes in proportion to 
their contribution to the funds of the Joint 
Undertaking. However, the Community and 
Eurocontrol shall each have at least 30% of 
the total number of votes and the air 
passengers’ representative referred to in 
point (b) of Article 3(1) shall have at least 
10% of the total number of votes.

2. The members of the Joint Undertaking 
shall have a number of votes in proportion to 
their contribution to the funds of the Joint 
Undertaking. However, the Community and 
Eurocontrol shall each have at least 30% of 
the total number of votes and industry 
representatives shall have 25%.

Or. en

Justification

The European Commission and EUROCONTROL are the founding Members which were 
requested to contribute each by one third. The industry was supposed to contribute by one 
third but has not given, at this stage, the guarantee to contribute at that level. 

Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 60
Annex, Article 4, paragraph 3

3. Decisions of the Administrative Board 
shall be adopted by a simple majority of the 

3. Decisions of the Administrative Board 
shall be adopted by a simple majority of the 
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votes cast unless otherwise provided for in 
these statutes.

votes cast unless otherwise provided for in 
these statutes.

Decisions of fundamental importance 
particularly under points (a),(c), (e), (f), 
(g), (i), (k), (l) and (m) of Article 5(1) may 
only be taken in agreement with the 
aviation industry in its capacity as member 
or representative on the industry's 
consultative body.

Or. de

Justification

Since the costs and risks of the future European SESAR air traffic management system must 
be borne chiefly by the aviation industry following completion of the development phase by 
31 December 2013, i.e. during the 'transitional' and subsequent phases, it is necessary to 
ensure that, in the preliminary stages also, the aviation industry is not outvoted on decisions 
of fundamental importance taken by the Administrative Board.

Amendment by Rebecca Harms

Amendment 61
Annex, Article 4, paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. The ATM Master Plan shall be 
communicated and forwarded to the 
European Parliament.

Or. en

Amendment by Philippe Busquin

Amendment 62
Annex, Article 6, paragraph1

1. The Executive Director shall be 
responsible for the day-to-day management 
of the Joint Undertaking and is its legal 
representative. He shall be appointed by the 
Administrative Board on a proposal from the 
European Commission. He shall perform 
his duties with complete independence.

1. The Executive Director shall be appointed 
by the Administrative Board on a proposal 
from the European Commission and 
Eurocontrol. 
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Justification

The proposal should be coordinated by the two founding members- The European 
Commission and EUROCONTROL- which contribute equally.

Amendment by Erna Hennicot-Schoepges

Amendment 63
Annex, Article 8, point (a) and point (b), introductory part

1a. Eurocontrol’s role and contribution 
shall be defined in an agreement with the 
SESAR Joint Undertaking. This agreement 
shall:

a) Eurocontrol shares the results of the 
definition phase with the Joint Undertaking;

a) establish the modalities of the transfer 
and the use of the results of the definition 
phase with the Joint Undertaking;

b) Eurocontrol is given responsibility for 
the following tasks, which result from 
implementing “the plan”, as well as the 
management of the relevant funds:

b) describe Eurocontrol’s tasks and 
responsibilities in the implementation of 
“the ATM Master Plan”, such as:

Or. en

Justification

It seeks to clarify the role and responsibilities of Eurocontrol during the ‘development phase’, 
and it should be considered together with amendment to Annex, Art. 8(1).

Amendment by Britta Thomsen

Amendment 64
Annex, Article 17

The joint undertaking shall own all the 
tangible and intangible assets created or 
transferred to it for the implementation 
phase of the SESAR project.

The joint undertaking shall own all the 
tangible and intangible assets created by the 
SESAR joint undertaking or transferred to it 
for the development phase of the SESAR 
project in accordance with the agreements 
concluded by the SESAR joint undertaking 
with the members. The joint undertaking 
shall give access to the knowledge acquired 
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in connection with the project, especially to 
its members and the EC Member States 
and/or Eurocontrol for their own non-
commercial purposes.

Or. da

Justification

This is an important amendment which deserves careful consideration, since it establishes the 
legal provisions regarding ownership rights. It is important to specify that members of the 
joint undertaking and the EU Member States shall have access to knowledge acquired in 
connection with the project. The SESAR will set the standards for future air traffic 
management technology, programmes and components which will henceforward be adopted
by the European aviation industry and other undertakings in developing their own products. 
It is therefore important to prevent a private undertaking having ownership rights over a 
technology, programme or component essential to the development of a new product. The 
amendment is designed to prevent the formation of a European air traffic management
monopoly.


