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Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Inger Segelström

Amendment 1
Citation 5 a (new)

- having regard to its resolution of 15 February 2007 on the humanitarian situation 
of refugees from Iraq1,

Or. sv

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 2
Citation 6 a (new)

– having regard to its legislative resolution on the amended proposal for a Council 
directive on minimum standards on procedures in Member States for granting and 
withdrawing refugee status of 27 September 20052,

Or. en

  
1 Texts adopted, P6_TA(2007)0056.
2 OJ C 227 E, 21.9.2006, p. 46.
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Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 3
Recital -A (new)

-A. whereas a guaranteed right of asylum is an elemental part of the EU’s legal culture, 
within which international conventions and the Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms must be fully observed and the 
principle of not turning asylum-seekers away must always be upheld;

Or. it

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 4
Recital -A a (new)

-Aa. whereas in recent years - as has already been condemned in a number of European 
Parliament resolutions - the principle of not turning asylum- seekers away has been 
contravened by a number of Member States;

Or. it

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 5
Recital D

D. whereas the instruments adopted thus far in the area of asylum policy have only set
minimum standards, and bearing in mind that the tendency to agree on a minimum 
common denominator must be overcome in order to avoid a race to the bottom, 
lowering the protection and the quality of reception, of procedures, and of 
protection,

Or. en

Amendment by Sarah Ludford

Amendment 6
Recital E

E. whereas in the Hague Programme of 4 and 5 November 2004 the European Council 
called on the Council and the Commission to establish suitable structures involving 
the national asylum services of the Member States, with a view to facilitating practical 
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cooperation, and whereas stepping up this practical cooperation, and exchanges of 
information and details of proven procedures between the Member States, represents 
an important instrument to achieve the goal of a common asylum procedure and a 
uniform status’,

Or. en

Amendment by Sarah Ludford

Amendment 7
Recital F

F. whereas strengthening mutual trust is a cornerstone of the process of establishing a 
common asylum system, and whereas practical and regular cooperation between the 
various administrative levels in the Member States which have similar responsibilities 
is the best method of establishing such trust; whereas strengthening mutual trust also 
requires that practical cooperation between Member States is conducted in a 
transparent manner with public terms of reference and proper reporting functions, 
including oversight by the European Parliament, this being necessary to ensure 
quality and also to increase public confidence in the management of asylum, 
thereby facilitating a less adversarial and more efficient process,

Or. en

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 8
Recital F

F. whereas strengthening mutual trust is a cornerstone of the process of establishing a 
common asylum system, and whereas practical and regular cooperation between the 
various administrative levels in the Member States which have similar responsibilities, 
undertaken in a transparent manner with the right reporting functions, including 
reporting to the European Parliament, is the best method of establishing such trust,

Or. nl

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 9
Recital F a (new)

Fa. whereas despite the increase in the number of wars and of humanitarian tragedies 
the EU has in recent years witnessed a steady decline in the number of requests for 
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asylum, and whereas this has clearly been caused by the difficulties experienced by 
asylum-seekers in their attempts to reach EU Member States;

Or. it

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 10
Recital G

G. emphasising that the effective implementation of asylum policy is contingent on 
efforts to achieve a number of complementary objectives, such as improving the 
quality of decision-making and the prompt and secure processing of applications for 
protection (deletion),

Or. en

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 11
Recital G

G. emphasising that the effective implementation of asylum policy is contingent on 
efforts to achieve a number of complementary objectives, such as improving the 
quality of decision-making, the prompt and secure processing of applications for 
protection and the organisation of information campaigns in countries of origin which 
make clear the scope for legal immigration, the arrangements for securing refugee 
status or humanitarian protection and the consequences both of illegal immigration 
and of denial of refugee status (deletion),

Or. it

Amendment by Javier Moreno Sánchez

Amendment 12
Recital G

G. emphasising that the effective implementation of asylum policy is contingent on efforts to 
achieve a number of complementary objectives, such as improving the quality of 
decision-making, the prompt and secure processing of applications for protection and the 
organisation of information campaigns in countries of origin and transit which make 
clear (deletion) the consequences of illegal immigration, the dangers involved in the 
trafficking of human beings, in particular as regards women and unaccompanied 
minors, the denial of refugee status and the scope for legal migration,

Or. es
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Amendment by Sarah Ludford

Amendment 13
Recital K

K. whereas Parliament brought an action for annulment of Directive 2005/85/EC 
against the Council before the Court of Justice on 8 March 2006 (Case C-133/06); 
whereas Parliament claims that the Court should annul Articles 29(1) and (2) and 
36(3) of the Directive, which deal with the adoption of a common list of safe 
countries of origin and a common list of European safe third countries,

Or. en

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 14
Recital K

K. whereas the Council did not take into account Parliament's opinion when adopting 
Directive 2005/85/EC (deletion),

Or. en

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 15
Recital K

K. whereas Article 29 of Directive 2005/85/EC provides for the drawing-up of a minimum 
common list of third countries regarded as safe countries of origin, (deletion)

Or. nl

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 16
Recital K

K. whereas Article 29 of Directive 2005/85/EC provides for the drawing-up of a 
minimum common list of third countries regarded as safe countries of origin, 
(deletion) 

Or. en
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Amendment by Patrick Gaubert

Amendment 17
Recital K

K. whereas Article 29 of Directive 2005/85/EC provides for the drawing-up of a 
minimum common list of third countries regarded as safe countries of origin, and 
deploring the fact that this list has still not been drawn up, particularly as this is a key 
factor in the introduction of a common asylum system and in prompt status decisions; 
emphasising that the inclusion of a country on that list does mean that asylum 
seekers from that country will automatically be refused asylum, but rather that their 
request is dealt with as a priority,

Or. fr

Amendment by Giusto Catania and Adamos Adamou

Amendment 18
Recital K

K. whereas Article 29 of Directive 2005/85/EC provides for the drawing-up of a 
minimum common list of third countries regarded as safe countries of origin, noting
that this list has still not been drawn up and thus considering it clearly impossible for 
the countries which may be regarded as safe to be identified with absolute certainty,

Or. it

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 19
Recital K

K. whereas Article 29 of Directive 2005/85/EC provides for the drawing-up of a 
minimum common list of third countries regarded as safe countries of origin, noting
that this list has still not been drawn up and thus considering it clearly impossible for 
the countries which may be regarded as safe to be identified with absolute certainty,

Or. it
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Amendment by Sarah Ludford

Amendment 20
Recital L

Deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Giusto Catania and Adamos Adamou

Amendment 21
Recital L

Deleted

Or. it

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 22
Recital L

Deleted

Or. it

Amendment by Javier Moreno Sánchez

Amendment 23
Recital M

M. whereas the Member States must have high-quality information about current dangers 
in countries of origin at their disposal if they are to guarantee reliable and fair 
procedures which guarantee that asylum seekers’ rights are respected,

Or. es
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Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 24
Recital N

N. aware of the technical and political problems which hamper the sharing of sensitive 
information about countries of origin, but firmly convinced that a joint database on 
countries of origin must ultimately be set up and that asylum-seekers and their 
counsellors should have access to the same database,

Or. en

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 25
Recital N

N. aware of the technical and political problems which hamper the sharing of sensitive 
information about countries of origin, but firmly convinced that a joint database on 
countries of origin must ultimately be set up, so that all decision-makers can rely on 
the same information when dealing with an individual application, 

Or. en

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 26
Recital N

N. aware of the technical and political problems which hamper the sharing of sensitive 
information about countries of origin, but firmly convinced that a joint database on 
living conditions and the risk of individual persecution in those countries (deletion) 
must ultimately be set up, so that all Member States can draw on the same information 
when making their decisions,

Or. it

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 27
Recital O

O. whereas if decision-making procedures are to be improved, (deletion) the civil servants 
who take the decisions must have received proper training and possess relevant expertise,

Or. nl
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Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 28
Paragraph -1 (new)

-1. Reaffirms the need for a proactive common EU asylum policy, based on the 
obligation to admit asylum seekers and on the respect of the principle of non-
refoulement as well as on a robust strategy on regional protection, including 
through Regional Protection Programmes; recalls, in this respect, the fundamental 
role of a strong Common Foreign and Security Policy, promoting and safeguarding 
democracy and fundamental rights;

Or. en

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 29
Paragraph -1 (new)

-1. Considers a guaranteed right of asylum to be an elemental part of the EU’s legal 
culture, within which international conventions and the Convention for the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms must be fully observed 
and the principle of not turning asylum-seekers away must always be upheld;

Or. it

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 30
Paragraph 1

1. Emphasises once again that the ultimate objective of introducing a common asylum 
system must be to ensure a high quality of protection, of assessment of individual 
asylum claims, and of procedures resulting in duly substantiated and fair decisions; 
points out that improvement in the quality of decision making must ensure that those 
in need of protection may enter the EU safely and have their claims properly 
processed, and ensure strict adherence to standards of international human rights 
and refugee law, in particular to the principle of non-refoulement;

Or. en
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Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 31
Paragraph 3

3. Calls on the Commission to work to bring about the introduction in all Member States 
of a uniform procedure which makes for prompter and more effective decision-
making, in order to ensure that refugee status is granted as quickly as possible to all 
those who are entitled to it;

Or. it

Amendment by Javier Moreno Sánchez

Amendment 32
Paragraph 3

3. Calls on the Commission and the Council to work to bring about the introduction in 
all Member States of a uniform procedure which makes for prompter and more 
effective decision-making;

Or. es

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 33
Paragraph 3

3. Calls on the Council and Commission to work to bring about the introduction in all 
Member States of a uniform procedure which makes for prompter and more effective 
decision-making;

Or. nl

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 34
Paragraph 3

3. Calls on the Commission to work to bring about the introduction in all Member States 
of a single procedure which makes for fair and (deletion) effective decision-making;

Or. en



AM\656408EN.doc 11/27 PE 386.375v01-00

EN

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 35
Paragraph 4

4. Points out, with regard to the conditions and procedures for granting international 
protection and, in particular, subsidiary protection, that as long as asylum-related legal 
provisions are based on minimum standards differences between the Member States 
will continue to exist (deletion);

Or. en

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 36
Paragraph 4

4. Points out, with regard to the conditions and procedures for granting international protection 
and, in particular, subsidiary protection, that as long as asylum-related legal provisions are 
based on minimum standards and on the lowest common denominator, differences between 
the Member States will continue to exist and 'asylum shopping' will remain a factor;

Or. nl

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 37
Paragraph 6

6. (deletion) Awaits with interest the Commission's assessment of the Dublin II 
Regulation and its possible review in order to relieve the disproportionate burden 
carried by those Member States at the external frontiers of the EU;

Or. en

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 38
Paragraph 6

6. Takes the view that one of the improvements to be made to the European asylum 
system should consist of better burden-sharing among the Member States (so as to 
avoid overloading countries of first call - such as Malta - with an administrative 
burden which they are unable to deal with promptly), and already awaits with interest 
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the Commission’s assessment of the Dublin II regulation and any proposals it may 
make in this area with a view to ensuring that asylum-seekers are not required to 
wait so many months (often in appalling detention conditions) before their case is 
considered;

Or. it

Amendment by Inger Segelström

Amendment 39
Paragraph 6

6. Takes the view that one of the improvements to be made to the European asylum 
system should consist of better burden sharing among the Member States, as called 
for, inter alia, in its resolution of 15 February 2007 on the humanitarian situation 
of refugees from Iraq, and already awaits with interest the Commission's assessment 
of the Dublin II regulation and any proposals it may make in this area;

Or. sv

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 40
Paragraph 6

6. Takes the view that one of the improvements to be made to the European asylum 
system should consist of better burden sharing among the Member States, and looks 
forward to proposals for introducing a burden-sharing procedure which will make 
the solidarity principle binding;

Or. nl

Amendment by Javier Moreno Sánchez

Amendment 41
Paragraph 6

6. Takes the view that one of the improvements to be made to the European asylum 
system should be to foster increased solidarity amongst the Member States, and 
already awaits with interest the Commission’s assessment of the Dublin II regulation 
and any proposals it may make in this area;

Or. es
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Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler et Claude Moraes

Amendment 42
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Believes that one of the instruments for guaranteeing better-managed entry into the 
EU of persons in need of international protection should consist of a Community-
wide system of resettlement, based on respect for individual wishes and the 
voluntary participation of all Member States in the system, whereby such persons 
would be transferred from a first host country to a Member State, where they would 
be guaranteed protection and have prospects of integration and autonomy, with the 
UNHCR taking part in selecting and forwarding specific cases; 

Or. en

Amendment by Sarah Ludford

Amendment 43
Paragraph 7

7. Considers that due note should be taken of the fact that civil servants and judges
responsible for decisions granting refugee status must have proper training. believes 
such training must include guidance on interview techniques, working with 
vulnerable and traumatised applicants, researching and assessing country of origin 
information, assessing credibility, international refugee and human rights law and 
drafting decisions, and should be developed in close cooperation with the UNHCR, 
non-governmental organisations and independent academic experts; if of the 
opinion that training of decision-makers should be mandatory and continuous and 
should include refresher training for experienced staff; considers that the initiative 
on the development of a European Asylum Curriculum as it stands now has the 
potential of creating a high standard for the training of decision-makers throughout 
the EU;

Or. en

Amendment by Hubert Pirker

Amendment 44
Paragraph 7

7. Considers that due note should be taken of the fact that civil servants responsible for 
decisions granting refugee status must have proper training on the basis of a 
European curriculum;

Or. de
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Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 45
Paragraph 7

7. Considers that due note should be taken of the fact that civil servants responsible for 
decisions granting refugee status must have proper training, with the possibility of 
obligatory qualifications or an obligatory level of qualification being introduced; 

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 46
Paragraph 8

8. Calls for information campaigns to be carried out in countries of destination with a 
view to raising awareness and acceptance of a common European asylum policy 
and the need for the providing of international protection for refugees;

Or. en

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 47
Paragraph 8

8. Calls for information campaigns to be carried out in countries of origin with a view to 
informing those interested about asylum procedures in the EU and possible 
channels of legal migration;

Or. en

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 48
Paragraph 8

8. Calls for information campaigns to be carried out in countries of origin with a view to 
making clear to potential asylum seekers both the risks inherent in illegal immigration 
and the consequences of denial of refugee status and the scope for legal migration; 
(deletion)

Or. nl
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Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 49
Paragraph 8

8. Calls for information campaigns to be carried out in countries of origin with a view to 
making clear to potential asylum seekers the scope for legal immigration, the 
arrangements for securing refugee status or humanitarian protection, the risks 
inherent in illegal immigration and the consequences of denial of refugee status 
(deletion); the objective should be to increase the EU’s capacity to absorb refugees, 
to ensure that potential economic immigrants complete asylum procedures properly, 
to prevent the tragic deaths of immigrants who perish whilst attempting to cross 
borders, and to reduce the number of unjustified asylum applications and illegal 
border crossings;

Or. it

Amendment by Javier Moreno Sánchez

Amendment 50
Paragraph 8

8. Calls for information campaigns to be carried out in countries of origin and transit
with a view to making clear to potential asylum seekers (deletion) the risks inherent in 
illegal immigration, the consequences of denial of refugee status and the scope for 
legal migration (the objective should be to reduce the number of unjustified asylum 
applications), and the dangers involved in the trafficking of human beings, in 
particular as regards women and unaccompanied minors, and illegal border 
crossings;

Or. es

Amendment by Patrick Gaubert

Amendment 51
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to carry out information campaigns 
(deletion) in countries of origin with a view to making clear to potential asylum 
seekers both the risks inherent in illegal immigration and the consequences of denial 
of refugee status and the scope for legal migration; the objective should be to reduce 
the number of unjustified asylum applications and illegal border crossings;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Martine Roure

Amendment 52
Paragraph 8

(Does not affect the English version.)

Or. fr

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 53
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Calls upon the Commission and the Member States to suspend all funding for the 
construction of detention centres for asylum-seekers outside EU territory or in 
countries applying to join the EU;

Or. it

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 54
Paragraph 9

9. Calls for measures applicable to persons who have not been granted refugee status or whose 
refugee status has been revoked to be implemented fairly and in accordance with the 
fundamental rights due to every individual; draws attention, in this connection, to the need 
to establish a European repatriation procedure;

Or. nl

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 55
Paragraph 9

9. Calls for measures applicable to persons who have not been granted refugee status or 
whose refugee status has been revoked, once judicial remedies have been exhausted, to 
be implemented (deletion) fairly in full respect of the principle of non-refoulement 
and human dignity and in respect of the asylum procedures;

Or. en
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Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 56
Paragraph 9

9. Calls for measures applicable to persons who have not been granted refugee status or 
whose refugee status has been revoked to be implemented quickly and fairly, once 
reasons for the decision have been given and appeal procedures have run their 
course;

Or. it

Amendment by Luciana Sbarbati

Amendment 57
Paragraph 9

9. Calls for measures applicable to persons who have not been granted refugee status or 
whose refugee status has been revoked to be implemented quickly and fairly -
although asylum-seekers’ rights must not be infringed in any repatriation operation 
and countries of origin must abide by international human-rights conventions;

Or. it

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 58
Paragraph 9 a (new)

9a. Calls for the measures applicable to persons who have been granted refugee status 
or humanitarian protection to be implemented quickly and fairly, in order that 
decent living conditions, effective integration into social and political life and 
shared active involvement in decisions taken by the host community may be 
fostered;

Or. it

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 59
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission to guarantee that a joint database on country of origin 
information is accurate, transparent, up-to-date and publicly accessible; recognises 
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that country of origin information is a particularly important element in the 
assessment of asylum applications and that the principle of equality of arms 
requires that asylum-seekers and their legal counsellors have access to the same 
country of origin information as the decision-making bodies;

Or. en

Amendment by Sarah Ludford

Amendment 60
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission to overcome as quickly as possible the technical and 
political problems involved in introducing a joint database containing information 
about countries of origin; hopes that a pragmatic solution can be found to the problem 
of multilingualism; calls on the Commission to guarantee that a joint database on 
country of origin information is accurate, transparent, up-to-date and publicly 
accessible; recognises that country of origin information is a particularly important 
element in the assessment of asylum applications and that the principle of equality 
of arms requires that asylum-seekers and their legal counsellors have access to the 
same country of origin information as the decision-making bodies;

Or. en

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 61
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission to overcome as quickly as possible the technical and 
political problems involved in introducing a joint database containing information 
about countries of origin; considers that an EU database should work as an open 
system where information on countries of origin is transparent, up-to-date, public 
and approved by an expert panel; insists that asylum seekers and their legal 
counsellors must have access to the same country of origin information as the 
decision-making bodies; hopes that a pragmatic solution can be found to the problem 
of multilingualism;

Or. en
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Amendment by Patrick Gaubert

Amendment 62
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission to overcome as quickly as possible the technical and 
political problems involved in introducing a joint database containing information 
about countries of origin, so that the Member States can have access to the same 
information in order to take their decisions; hopes that a pragmatic solution can be 
found to the problem of multilingualism;

Or. fr

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 63
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Commission to overcome as quickly as possible the technical and 
political problems involved in introducing a joint database containing information 
about living conditions and the risk of individual persecution in the countries of 
origin; hopes that a pragmatic solution can be found to the problem of 
multilingualism;

Or. it

Amendment by Inger Segelström

Amendment 64
Paragraph 10 a (new)

10a. Recalls its resolution of 14 February 2007 on the alleged use of European countries 
by the CIA for the transportation and illegal detention of prisoners1, whose purpose 
is, inter alia, to consider ways of preventing any repetition of the abuses and 
violations perpetrated in connection with measures against terrorism; stresses its 
position that terrorism must be fought by legal means and be defeated within the 
framework of international and national law; considers, in particular, that there 
should never be any compromise with regard to the issue of protecting human rights 
and fundamental freedoms; takes the view that respect for human rights must 
always have priority, so that suspected terrorists have their cases examined and 
judged by means of a correct judicial procedure; observes that this principle should 
particularly be complied with in respect of new asylum cases, which are now dealt 
with in the Member States;

Or. sv

  
1 Texts adopted, P6_TA(2007)0032.
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Amendment by Inger Segelström

Amendment 65
Paragraph 10 b (new)

10b. Reiterates its call upon the Council, in accordance with the European Parliament's 
resolutions of 6 July 20061 and 14 February 20072 on the alleged use of European 
countries by the CIA for the transportation and illegal detention of prisoners, to 
adopt a common position to adopt a common position ruling out the acceptance of 
mere diplomatic assurances from third countries as a basis for any legal extradition 
provision, where there are substantial grounds for believing that individuals would 
be in danger of being subjected to torture or ill-treatment;

Or. sv

Amendment by Sarah Ludford

Amendment 66
Paragraph 11

11. Calls upon the Commission to suspend any efforts to draw up a list of safe countries 
of origin until the Court of Justice has issued its judgment on the action for 
annulment of the provisions relating to the adoption of a minimum common list of 
third countries regarded as safe countries of origin and the common list of 
European safe third countries in Directive 2005/85/EC brought by the European 
Parliament;

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 67
Paragraph 11

11. Calls upon the Commission to suspend any efforts to draw up a list of safe countries 
of origin until the Court of Justice has issued its judgment on the action for 
annulment of the provisions relating to the adoption of a minimum common list of 
third countries regarded as safe countries of origin and the common list of 
European safe third countries in Directive 2005/85/EC brought by the European 
Parliament;

Or. en

  
1 Texts adopted, P6_TA(2006)0316.
2 Texts adopted, P6_TA(2007)0032.
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Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 68
Paragraph 11

11. Urges the Commission to suspend efforts to draw up a list of safe countries of origin 
pursuant to the provisions of Article 29 of the Directive on asylum procedures, as 
long as a judgment of the Court of Justice on this matter is still pending; points out 
that it may only accept a common European list of safe third countries of origin that 
has been adopted under the co-decision procedure and that respects the main 
provisions on this matter as laid down in its legislative resolution of 27 September 
2005 on the amended proposal for a Council directive on minimum standards on 
procedures in Member States for granting and withdrawing refugee status1; points 
out, furthermore, that the safe third country concept does not exempt Member States 
from their obligations under international law, in particular the provisions laid down 
in the Geneva Convention concerning the principle of non-refoulement and the 
individual assessment of every single application for asylum;

Or. en

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 69
Paragraph 11

11. Wishes to know more about the Commission's efforts, pursuant to the provisions of Article 
29 of the directive on asylum procedures, to establish a list of safe countries (deletion);

Or. nl

Amendment by Giusto Catania and Adamos Adamou

Amendment 70
Paragraph 11

11. Welcomes the Commission’s efforts pursuant to the provisions of Article 29 of the 
directive on asylum procedures, notes the impossibility of drawing up a list of safe 
countries of origin, and calls on the Council to take immediate decisions in this 
respect;

Or. it

  
1 OJ C 227 E, 21.9.2006, p. 46.
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Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 71
Paragraph 11

11. Welcomes the Commission’s efforts pursuant to the provisions of Article 29 of the 
directive on asylum procedures, notes the impossibility of drawing up a list of safe 
countries of origin, and calls on the Council to take immediate decisions in this 
respect;

Or. it

Amendment by Sarah Ludford

Amendment 72
Paragraph 12

12. Takes the view that the idea of a European Support Office should be explored 
further and calls on the Commission to include necessary guarantees for its 
transparency and accountability;

Or. en

Amendment by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert

Amendment 73
Paragraph 12

12. (Deletion) calls on the Commission, (deletion) in the report it will submit in early 
2008 concerning progress with the first phase of activities, to indicate whether a 
'European support agency' is really considered necessary, stating the advantages, 
disadvantages and additional costs involved;

Or. nl

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 74
Paragraph 12

12. Takes the view that coordinating activities in connection with practical cooperation on 
asylum-related matters must remain the responsibility of the Commission, which must 
be provided with resources appropriate to that task; takes the view that the idea of a 
European Support Office should be explored further and calls on the Commission 
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to include necessary guarantees for its transparency and accountability;

Or. en

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 75
Paragraph 12

12. Takes the view that coordinating activities in connection with practical cooperation on 
asylum-related matters should remain the task of the Commission, which must be 
provided with resources appropriate to that task; calls on the Commission to explore 
further the idea of a European Support Office and calls on the Commission to 
include guarantees for its transparency and accountability;

Or. en

Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 76
Paragraph 12 a (new)

12a. Considers it unacceptable that asylum-seekers should be held in conditions which 
deprive them of their individual freedom and stresses the need for asylum-seekers to 
be accommodated during the asylum procedure in facilities other than detention 
centres for illegal immigrants;

Or. it

Amendment by Javier Moreno Sánchez

Amendment 77
Paragraph 13

13. Calls on the Member States to cooperate with the UNHCR and (deletion) to carry out 
a ‘Quality Initiative’ exercise and publish the results of that initiative, so as to 
familiarise people with and encourage the use of best practices with regard to the 
processing of applications for international protection;

Or. es
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Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 78
Paragraph 13

13. Calls on the Member States to cooperate with the UNHCR and (deletion) to carry out 
a 'Quality Initiative' exercise and publish the results of that initiative, so as to 
familiarise people with and encourage the use of best practices with regard to the 
processing of applications for international protection;

Or. it

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 79
Paragraph 13

13. Calls on the Member States to cooperate fully with the UNHCR, and to provide it 
with the appropriate support including additional and coordinated funding, and, 
taking their cue from the United Kingdom and Austria, to carry out a 'Quality 
Initiative' exercise and publish the results of that initiative, so as to familiarise people 
with and encourage the use of best practices with regard to the processing of 
applications for international protection;

Or. en

Amendment by Luciana Sbarbati

Amendment 80
Paragraph 14

14. Welcomes the measures planned by the Commission to provide support (including 
financial support) for Member States, in order to ensure that their geographical 
location does not unfairly disadvantage them in the management of immigration 
and the protection of refugees, since applications for asylum call for suitable 
structures and swift procedures to be implemented by means including the sending 
of teams of experts;

Or. it
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Amendment by Giusto Catania

Amendment 81
Paragraph 14

14. Welcomes the measures planned by the Commission to support those Member States 
which are under severe pressure, so that they can cope with problems relating to the 
reception of asylum seekers and the assessment of asylum applications; welcomes, in 
particular and above all, the proposal to send teams of experts and considers that a 
further step forward must be taken by allowing derogations from the Dublin II 
Regulation;

Or. it

Amendment by Patrick Gaubert

Amendment 82
Paragraph 14

14. Welcomes the measures planned by the Commission to support those Member States 
which are under severe pressure, so that they can cope with problems relating to the 
reception of asylum seekers and the assessment of asylum applications; welcomes, in 
particular and above all, the proposal to send teams of experts, which could be 
coordinated by the Frontex Agency;

Or. fr

Amendment by Hubert Pirker

Amendment 83
Paragraph 14

14. Welcomes the measures planned by the Commission to support those Member States 
which are under severe pressure, so that they can cope with problems relating to the 
reception of asylum seekers and the assessment of asylum applications; welcomes, in 
particular and above all, the proposal to send teams of experts comprising experts 
from different Member States;

Or. de
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Amendment by Patrick Gaubert

Amendment 84
Paragraph 15 a (new)

15a. Encourages the Commission to make it easier to access financial instruments such 
as the European Refugee Fund and the ARGO Programme so as to enable Member 
States to obtain funding swiftly in an emergency;

Or. fr

Amendment by Martine Roure, Wolfgang Kreissl-Dörfler and Claude Moraes

Amendment 85
Paragraph 16

16. Points out that the body of Community law created in the area of asylum policy must be 
uniformly interpreted and applied throughout the Union; takes the view that 
harmonisation in the area of asylum policy will be facilitated and speeded up if the 
Court of Justice of the European Communities can in future be consulted by courts 
other than national courts of final instance, as is currently the case; calls on the Council, 
therefore, to restore to the Court of Justice its full powers in the area of preliminary 
rulings granted to it in pursuant Title IV of the EC Treaty; welcomes the Court of 
Justice1 Discussion Paper on the treatment of questions referred for a preliminary 
ruling concerning the area of freedom, security and justice and encourages 
discussion on the need for a procedure that is adapted to the specific nature of cases 
in the field of asylum and immigration;

Or. en

Amendment by Sarah Ludford

Amendment 86
Paragraph 16 a (new)

16a. Supports the position of the Commission in its Communication of 28 June 2006 on 
the adaptation of the provisions of Title IV EC Treaty relating to the jurisdiction of 
the Court of Justice with a view to ensuring more effective judicial protection 
(COM(2006)0346); reminds the Council that according to Article 67(2) of the EC 
Treaty, the Council is under an obligation to take a decision with a view to adapting 
the provisions concerning the jurisdiction of the Court of Justice at the end of the 
transitional period of five years following the entry into force of the Treaty of 
Amsterdam; calls upon the Council to adopt as soon as possible the draft Council 
decision adapting the provisions concerning the Court of Justice in the fields 

  
1 Council Document 13272/06.



AM\656408EN.doc 27/27 PE 386.375v01-00

EN

covered by Title IV of the EC Treaty; expresses at the same time its concern about 
the length of the preliminary ruling procedure before the Court, whereas in asylum 
cases a preliminary ruling of the Court of Justice on interpretation or validity of 
Community instruments may be urgent in view of imminent expulsion measures for 
instance; welcomes the Court of Justice Discussion Paper on the treatment of 
questions referred for a preliminary ruling concerning the area of freedom, security 
and justice as a basis for discussion to tackle this problem;

Or. en


