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Amendment by Michael Cashman

Amendment 9
Recital 3 a (new)

(3a) Police intelligence indicates increasing 
criminal activity involving converted 
weapons within the Community, and an 
increase in cross-border smuggling of 
convertible weapons for the purposes of 
conversion into firearms that expel a shot, 
bullet or projectile by the action of an 
explosive, and it is therefore essential to 
ensure that such convertible weapons are 
brought within the definition of 'firearm' in 
this Directive.
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Or. en

Justification

Police report the growing problem of converted weapons, particularly in the context of some 
Member States introducing tougher controls on traditional firearms. This problem is clearly 
trans-European, involving the smuggling of convertible weapons legally available in some 
Member States, to other Member States for the purposes of conversion.

Amendment by Véronique Mathieu

Amendment 10
Recital 5

(5) Furthermore, the Protocol establishes an 
obligation to mark weapons at the time of 
manufacture, and at the time of transfer from 
government stocks to permanent civilian 
use, whereas Directive 91/477 refers only 
indirectly to the marking obligation.

(5) Furthermore, the Protocol establishes an 
obligation to mark weapons at the time of 
manufacture, and at the time of transfer from 
government stocks to permanent civilian 
use, whereas Directive 91/477 refers only 
indirectly to the marking obligation. Given 
that the Convention of 1 July 1969 on
Reciprocal Recognition of Proofmarks on 
Small Arms includes all the requuirements 
of the Protocol, the application of the
Convention to the European Union as a 
whole should be envisaged.

Or. fr

Justification

The Convention on Reciprocal Recognition of Proofmarks on Small Arms is in force in a 
large number of EU Member States, thus providing a marking and control system, which 
includes all the guarantees and requirements set out in the UN Protocol.

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud

Amendment 11
Recital 6

(6) Moreover, the period during which the 
registers containing information on the 
weapons are kept must be increased to at 
least ten years, as specified by the Protocol.

(6) Moreover, measures relating to the 
maintenance of of information by Member 
States should go beyond the provisions of 
the Protocol by providing for the 
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establishment at national level of a 
computerised central register and 
extending the minimum period for 
maintenance of information to twenty 
years. Access by police and judicial 
authorities to the information contained in 
the central register must be subject to 
compliance with Article 8 of the
Convention for the Protection of Human 
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

Or. fr

Justification

It is important to ensure that access to the information contained in this central register is 
subject to rules guaranteeing respect for private and family life.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro, Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg and Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 12
Recital 6

(6) Moreover, the period during which the 
registers containing information on the 
weapons are kept must be increased to at 
least ten years, as specified by the Protocol.

(6) Moreover, while the Protocol provides 
that the period during which the registers 
containing information on the weapons are 
kept must be increased to at least ten years, 
it is necessary to prolong this period up to 
at least 20 years in order to allow a proper 
tracing of firearms. It is also necessary that 
Member States keep a computerised and 
centralised data filing system in which each 
firearm is attributed a unique identification 
number and in which the name and 
address of every successive owner is 
mentioned.

Or. en

Justification

The Protocol provides for the maintenance of information "for not less than ten years", but a 
10-year period is inadequate given the very long lifespan of firearms. Therefore the 
information should be kept for at least 20 years. Furthermore, the Protocol provides that the 
maintenance of information is the responsibility of public authorities. Appropriate tracing of 
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firearms requires centralised registration systems monitoring the weapon rather than the 
person. Automation of registers is imperative in the 21st Century.

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud

Amendment 13
Recital 6 a (new)

(6a) To facilitate the tracing of firearms 
and effectively combat the illicit 
manufacturing and trafficking of firearms, 
their parts, components and ammunition, 
steps should also be taken to imrpove the 
exchange of information between Member 
States.

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud

Amendment 14
Recital 6 b (new)

(6b) The maintenance and exchange of 
information are subject to compliance with 
Directive 95/46/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council, of 
24 October 1995, on the protection of 
individuals with regard to the processing of 
personal data and on the free movement of 
such data.
1 OJ L 281, 23.11.1995, p. 31.

Or. fr

Justification

It is important to emphasise the need to comply with the framework directive on the 
protection of personal data.
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Amendment by Véronique Mathieu

Amendment 15
Recital 9 a (new)

(9a) Member States should be encouraged 
to envisage a new classification of arm 
categories should this prove beneficial to 
the functioning of the internal market.

Or. fr

Amendment by Véronique Mathieu 

Amendment 16
Recital 9 b (new)

(9b) The Commission should as soon as 
possible draw up a cost-benefit study of the 
impact which a reduction in the number of 
categories of arms would have on the 
functioning of the internal market.

Or. fr

Amendment by Michael Cashman

Amendment 17
Recital 9 a (new)

(9a) The European firearms pass should be 
regarded as the primary document needed 
by hunters and marksmen to transfer a 
firearm to another Member State. Any 
supplementary requirements established by 
a Member State regarding the transfer to 
that Member State of a firearm by a hunter 
or marksman should be justified by, and 
proportionate to, legitimate public policy 
aims for the protection of public safety.

Or. en

Justification

Regarding the circulation of hunters and marksmen, Member States can only require 
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documents other than the European Firearms Pass when it is strictly justified by legitimate 
public policy aims of a Member State concerning the protection of public safety, and where 
the requirements are proportionate to such aims.

Amendment by Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg, Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 18
Recital 9 a (new)

(9a) Due to the special nature of the activity 
of dealers and brokers, a strict control over 
this activity is necessary, in particular to 
verify the professional abilities and 
integrity of the dealers and brokers.

Or. en

Justification

Until now, pursuit of the activity of dealer has not been properly regulated, unlike many other 
professions, although it is a very specific activity that requires strict controls. Therefore, it is 
desirable that dealers and brokers provide evidence of their professional

Amendment by Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg, Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 19
Recital 9 b (new)

(9b) In order to reduce the risks of violent 
deaths and injuries due to small arms, the 
acquisition of firearms through means of 
distance communication, for example via 
the internet, should be subject to all the 
requirements provided in this Directive, 
there should be, except for persons holding 
a valid authorisation, a cooling-off period 
between the moment when the client orders 
the firearm and the moment when the 
firearm is delivered, and Member States 
should lay down detailed arrangements 
regarding the interdiction of the acquisition 
of firearms by persons formerly convicted 
of a serious criminal offence by a final 
court judgment.
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Or. en

Justification

The acquisition of firearms through distance communication should be subject to appropriate 
control. Furthermore, a cooling-off period, as applied for example in certain US States such 
as California, would contribute to avoiding the perpetration of crimes under temporary state 
of mental disorder. The acquisition of firearms by persons convicted of serious criminal 
offences is dangerous.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro, Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg, Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 20
Recital 9 c (new)

(9c) The European Firearms Pass 
functions in a satisfactory way in principle 
and should be regarded as the only 
document needed by hunters and 
marksmen to transfer a firearm to another 
Member State.

Or. en

Justification

As mentioned in the Commission's 2000 report and in view of a proper functioning of the 
internal market, Member States should not be allowed to require documents or fees other 
than the European Firearms Pass regarding the circulation of hunters and marksmen.

Amendment by Michael Cashman

Amendment 21
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(-1) Article 1(1) is replaced by the 
following:
'For the purposes of this Directive, 
'firearm' shall mean any portable barrelled 
weapon that expels, is designed to expel or 
may be converted to expel a shot, bullet or 
projectile by the action of an explosive, 
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unless it meets the definition but is 
excluded for one of the reasons listed in 
section III of Annex I. Firearms are 
classified in section II of Annex I'.

Or. en

Justification

The definition of a firearm is consistent with the Protocol. However, the definition should 
acknowledge the increase in the use of converted weapons in criminal activity across Europe, 
and the increase in cross-border smuggling of convertible weapons, including since the 
signing of the Protocol in 2001. The definition of 'readily convertible' used in the Protocol is 
weak, and risks differing interpretation across Member States, and therefore opens potential 
loopholes in the control of weapons used in criminal activities for criminal exploitation. 
Police also cite increasingly advanced techniques used by criminals in order to convert 
weapons, and therefore weapons may be used for conversion that are not considered 'readily 
convertible'. Furthermore the definition should be consistent with the exclusion of deactivated 
firearms, antique weapons and some other firearms mentioned in Annex 1, section III of the 
Directive.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro, Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg and Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 22
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(-1) In Article 1, the following paragraph
1a shall be inserted:
"1a. For the purposes of this Directive, 
'antique weapon' shall mean either a 
weapon manufactured before 1900, or any 
weapon manufactured after that defined as 
an antique weapon by a Member State 
according to technical criteria."

Or. en

Justification

A definition of "antique weapon" is needed for legal certainty reasons because these weapons 
are not covered by this Directive. On the other hand, other definitions by Member States 
should be allowed provided they are based on technical criteria.



AM\660564EN.doc 9/33 PE 386.662v01-00

EN

Amendment by Edith Mastenbroek

Amendment 23
ARTICLE 1 POINT -1 (new)

Article 1, paragraph 2 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1) Article 1(2) is replaced by the following:
'2.For the purposes of this Directive 
'dealer' shall mean any natural person 
whose trade or business consists wholly or 
partly in the manufacture, trade, or 
providing a platform for that purpose, 
exchange, hiring out, repair or conversion 
of firearms.'

Or. en

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud

Amendment 24
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 1, paragraph 4 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

4. For the purposes of this Directive, “illicit 
trafficking” shall mean the acquisition, sale, 
delivery, movement or transfer of firearms, 
their parts and components and ammunition 
from or across the territory of one Member
State to that of another Member State if any 
one of the Member States concerned does 
not authorise it in accordance with the terms 
of this Directive or if the firearms are not 
marked in accordance with Article 4(1).

2b. For the purposes of this Directive, “illicit 
trafficking” shall mean the acquisition, sale, 
delivery, movement or transfer of firearms, 
their parts and components and ammunition 
from or across the territory of any State to 
that of a Member State if any one of the 
Member States concerned does not authorise 
it in accordance with the terms of this 
Directive or if the firearms are not marked in 
accordance with Article 4(1).

Or. fr

Justification

The definition of 'illicit trafficking' should also cover cases where the firearms, parts, 
components and ammunition concerned come from third countries.
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Amendment by Alexander Alvaro, Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg and Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 25
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 1, paragraph 4 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

4. For the purposes of this Directive, “illicit 
trafficking” shall mean the acquisition, sale, 
delivery, movement or transfer of firearms, 
their parts and components and ammunition 
from or across the territory of one Member
State to that of another Member State if any 
one of the Member States concerned does 
not authorise it in accordance with the terms 
of this Directive or if the firearms are not 
marked in accordance with Article 4(1).

2b. For the purposes of this Directive, “illicit 
trafficking” shall mean the acquisition, sale, 
delivery, movement, transfer of firearms, 
their parts and components and ammunition 
in violation of this Directive to the territory 
of a Member State if any one of the Member 
States concerned does not authorise it in 
accordance with the terms of this Directive 
or if the firearms, their parts and 
components and ammunition are not 
registered in accordance with Article 4(3) 
or not marked in accordance with Article 
4(1). The acquisition, sale, delivery, 
movement or transfer of firearms shall 
however not be considered illicit trafficking 
for the sole reason that they are not marked 
in accordance with Article 4(1) if they were 
manufactured or transferred from 
government stocks to permanent civilian 
use before ...*, provided that the marking 
meets the relevant requirements applicable 
before that date.
_____________
* [Date of transposition of this Directive by 
the Member States]

Or. en

Justification

The absence of registration should be included as a requisite of illicit trafficking. The 
insertion of the words "in violation of this Directive" will allow legal certainty by defining as 
an illicit trafficking any trafficking that is not in compliance with all the provisions of the 
Directive, and ensure that all firearms present on the EU territory are equally treated. 
However, transactions with firearms meeting current marking standards should not be 
considered illicit if they concern firearms manufactured or transferred before the date for 
transposition of this Directive.
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Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud

Amendment 26
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1 A (NEW)

Article 1, paragraph 4 (directive 91/477/EEC)

(1a) Article 1(4) is replaced by the 
following: 
"The 'European firearms pass' is a 
document which is issued on request by the 
authorities of a Member State to a person 
lawfully entering into possession of and 
using a firearm. It shall be valid for a 
maximum period of five years. The period 
of validity may be extended. It shall contain 
the information set out in Annex II. The 
'European firearms pass' is a non-
transferable document, on which shall be 
entered the firearm or firearms possessed 
and used by the holder of the pass. The 
pass must always be in the possession of the 
person using the firearm. Changes in the 
possession or characteristics of the 
firearms shall be indicated on the pass, as 
well as the loss or theft of the firearm.
Failure to produce this European firearms 
pass during customs or police checks is not 
in itself an act punishable by a prison 
sentence."

Or. fr

Justification

While failure to produce the European pass during a check may be punished, it should not 
lead to the imprisonment of the person in question.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro

Amendment 27
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1 A (new)

Article 2, paragraph 2 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(1a) In Article 2, the following paragraph 
shall be added:
"This Directive shall apply to distance 
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selling."

Or. en

Justification

It should be made sure that trade via the internet for example is covered by the provisions of 
this directive.

Amendment by Roberta Angelilli, Guido Podestà and Stefano Zappalà

Amendment 28
ARTICOLO 1, PUNTO 2, Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

“1. For the purpose of identifying and 
tracing each firearm, the Member States, at 
the time of manufacture of each firearm, 
either require unique marking providing the 
name of the manufacturer, the country or 
place of manufacture and the serial number, 
or maintain any alternative unique user-
friendly marking with simple geometric 
symbols in combination with a number or 
alphanumeric code, permitting ready 
identification by all States of the country of 
manufacture..”

“1. For the purpose of identifying and 
tracing each assembled firearm, the Member 
States, at the time of manufacture of each 
firearm, either require unique marking 
including the name or mark of the 
producer, the country or place of 
manufacture and the serial number, for 
example as laid down in the Convention of 
1 July 1969 on Reciprocal Recognition of 
Proofmarks on Small Arms, or maintain 
any alternative unique user-friendly marking 
with simple geometric symbols in 
combination with a number or alphanumeric 
code, permitting ready identification by all 
States of the country of manufacture.”

Or. it

Justification

Attualmente tutti i Paesi maggiori produttori europei di armi destinate al mercato civile 
hanno sottoscritto la Convenzione CIP, cosicché si può ritenere che la quasi totalità delle 
armi civili presenti sul territorio dell’Unione Europea sia marcata in tale modo. È comunque 
necessario costituire un sistema unico di marcatura che permetta l’identificazione e la 
tracciatura delle armi presenti all’interno dell’Unione, coerentemente con il disposto dell’art. 
8 del Protocollo. Il sistema proposto dà la possibilità agli Stati membri di predisporre un 
sistema di marcatura unico autonomo, che comprenda tuttavia gli elementi previsti dal 
Protocollo e che sia omogeneo rispetto agli standard e ai criteri definiti dalla Convenzione 
CIP. L’articolo 11 paragrafo 2 del testo in vigore richiede per il trasferimento 
infracomunitario delle armi da fuoco che esse siano state punzonate da un banco di prova 
riconosciuto, ai sensi della Convenzione CIP. Da ultimo, è da preferire la più precisa dizione 
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“produttore” anziché “fabbricante”, al fine di rendere omogenea la disposizione con il 
diritto comunitario derivato sulla qualità dei prodotti e la difesa del consumatore (Direttive 
85/374/CEE, 92/59 CEE e 2001/95/CE e successive modificazioni e integrazioni). In tal senso 
la dizione “produttore”, relativa al primo immissore sul mercato, è idonea a comprendere 
anche l’importatore in via definitiva.

Amendment by Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg and Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 29
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 2 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2. At least in respect of categories A and B, 
each Member State shall make the pursuit of 
the activity of dealer within its territory 
conditional upon authorisation on the basis 
of at least a check on the private and 
professional integrity of the dealer. In the 
case of a legal person, the check shall be on 
the person who directs the undertaking. In 
respect of categories C and D, each 
Member State which does not make the 
pursuit of the activity of dealer conditional 
upon authorisation shall make such activity 
subject to a declaration..

2. Each Member State shall make the 
pursuit of the activity of dealer and of the 
activity of broker within its territory 
conditional upon authorisation on the basis 
of at least a check on the private and 
professional integrity and abilities of the 
dealer and of the broker. In the case of a 
legal person, the check shall be on the 
person who directs the undertaking.

Or. en

Justification

The Commission proposal indicates that brokering activities should be regulated in a similar 
way than dealers. Until now, pursuit of the activity of dealer has not been properly regulated,
unlike many other professions, although it is a very specific activity that requires strict
controls. Therefore it is desirable that dealers and brokers provide evidence of their
professional competence.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro

Amendment 30
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 2 (Directive 91/477/EEC)
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2. At least in respect of categories A and B, 
each Member State shall make the pursuit of 
the activity of dealer within its territory 
conditional upon authorisation on the basis 
of at least a check on the private and 
professional integrity of the dealer. In the 
case of a legal person, the check shall be on 
the person who directs the undertaking. In 
respect of categories C and D, each 
Member State which does not make the 
pursuit of the activity of dealer conditional 
upon authorisation shall make such activity 
subject to a declaration.

2. Each Member State shall make the pursuit 
of the activity of dealer within its territory 
conditional upon authorisation on the basis 
of at least a check on the private and 
professional integrity of the dealer. In the 
case of a legal person, the check shall be on 
the person who directs the undertaking. 

Or. en

Justification

The reference to categories C and D needs to be deleted in this Article following the proposal 
to have only two categories.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro, Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg and Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 31
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 3 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

3. Dealers shall be required to keep a 
register in which information concerning 
all firearms classified in category A, B or C 
received or disposed of by them shall be 
recorded, including such particulars as 
enable the weapon to be identified, in 
particular the type, make, model, calibre 
and serial number thereof and the names 
and addresses of the person acquiring the 
weapon. The dealer shall conserve the 
register for a period of five years, even after 
he has ceased his activity. Each Member 
State shall ensure the maintenance of this 
information for not less than ten years.

3. Each Member State shall ensure the 
maintenance of a computerised and 
centralised data filing system, in which 
each firearm subject to this Directive is 
attributed a unique identification number.
The filing system shall record and maintain 
for not less than 20 years each firearm's 
type, make, model, calibre, year of 
manufacture and serial number, the name 
and address of the manufacturer and 
former and current owner of the firearm, 
any trade or transfer, exchange, hiring out, 
repair or conversion of the firearm. The 
filing system shall also contain information 
enabling tracing of parts, components and 
ammunition.
Each dealer and broker shall be required to 
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record and maintain throughout his period 
of activity a register documenting all 
occurrences to be recorded in the 
centralised data filing system referred to in 
subparagraph 1 in which the dealer or 
broker has taken part. Upon cessation of 
activities, the dealer or broker shall deliver 
the register to the national authority 
responsible for the registration provided for 
in subparagraph 1.

Or. en

Justification

The Protocol provides that the maintenance of information is the responsibility of public 
authorities. Appropriate tracing of firearms requires centralised registration systems. The 
year of manufacture is an important piece of information for the tracing of firearms. 
Computerised registration is imperative in the 21st century. The 10-year period mentioned as 
a minimum in the UN Protocol is too short given the very long lifespan of firearms. Therefore 
the information should be kept for at least 20 years.

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud

Amendment 32
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 3 (Directive 91/477/CEE)

3. Dealers shall be required to keep a 
register in which information concerning all 
firearms classified in category A, B or C
received or disposed of by them shall be 
recorded, including such particulars as 
enable the weapon to be identified, in 
particular the type, make, model, calibre and 
serial number thereof and the names and 
addresses of the person acquiring the 
weapon. The dealer shall conserve the 
register for a period of five years, even after 
he has ceased his activity. Each Member 
State shall ensure the maintenance of this 
information for not less than ten years.

3. Dealers shall be required to keep a 
register in which information concerning all 
firearms received or disposed of by them 
shall be recorded, as well as such particulars 
as enable the weapon to be identified, in 
particular the type, make, model, calibre and 
serial number thereof and the names and 
addresses of the person acquiring the 
weapon. The dealer shall conserve the 
register for a period of five years, even after 
he has ceased his activity. Each Member 
State shall ensure the maintenance of the 
aforementioned information in a centralised 
and computerised registration system for 
not less than ten years.

Or. fr
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Justification

The existence in each Member State of a centralised and computerised registration system 
would facilitate information tracing and exchanges. Moreover, in view of a firearm's lifetime, 
the period for maintenance of information, which is ten years in the proposal for a directive, 
should be extended to twenty years. 

Amendment by Adamos Adamou

Amendment 33
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 A (new)

Article 5 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(2a) Article 5 is amended as follows:
"Without prejudice to Article 3, Member 
States shall allow the acquisition and 
possession of firearms classified in 
category B only by persons who have good 
cause and who:
a) are 18 years old or more, except for 
target shooting, but who are not in any 
eventunder 16 years old and within a 
licensed training centre, under the 
supervision and guidance of a qualified 
trainer, for competition or training 
purposes 
b) are not likely to be a danger to 
themselves, to public order or to public 
safety".

Or. en

Amendment by Roberta Angelilli, Guido Podestà and Stefano Zappalà

Amendment 34
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 A (new)

Article 5 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(2a) Article 5 is amended as follows:
"Without prejudice to Article 3, Member 
States shall allow the acquisition and 
possession of firearms classified in 
category B only by persons who have good 
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cause and who:
(a) are 18 years old or more, except for 
hunting or target shooting;
(b) are not likely to be a danger to 
themselves, to public order or to public 
safety.
Without prejudice to Article 3, Member 
States shall allow the possession of 
firearms only by persons who have no 
previous conviction for a serious criminal 
offence (e.g. murder, robbery, etc.).
Member States may withdraw authorization 
for possession of the firearm if any of the 
conditions in point (b) of the first 
paragraph is no longer satisfied.
Member States may not prohibit persons 
resident within their territories from 
possessing a weapon acquired in another 
Member State unless they prohibit the 
acquisition of the same weapon within their 
own territories."

Or. it

Justification

The fact of having committed a serious crime is the only criterion for establishing that an 
individual would pose a danger to society if he were allowed to hold firearms.

Amendment by Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg and Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 35
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 B (new)

Article 6 (Directive 91/477/EEC) 

(2b) In Article 6, the following two
paragraphs are added:
"The acquisition of firearms, their parts 
and components and of ammunition 
through means of distance communication, 
as defined in Article 2 of Directive 97/7/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 20 May 1997 on the protection 
of consumers in respect of distance 
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contracts1, shall be fully subject to the 
provisions of this Directive.
Except for persons holding a valid 
authorisation, Member States shall make 
the acquisition of a firearm subject to a 
cooling-off period of at least 15 working 
days between the date of purchase of the 
firearm and the date of its delivery.".
_____________
1 OJ L 144, 4.6.1997, p. 19.

Or. en

Justification

The acquisition of firearms through distance communication does not allow appropriate 
control. Furthermore, a cooling-off period, as applied for example in certain US States such 
as California, would contribute to avoiding the perpetration of crimes under a temporary 
state of mental disorder.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro

Amendment 36
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 B (new)

Article 7 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2b. Article 7 is replaced by the following:
'1. No one may acquire a firearm classified 
in category B within the territory of a 
Member State unless that Member State 
has so authorised him.
No such authorisation may be given to a 
resident of another Member State without 
the latter's prior agreement.
2. Every seller, dealer or private person 
shall inform the authorities of the Member 
State in which it takes place of every 
transfer or handing over of a firearm 
classified in category B, giving the 
particulars by which the firearm and the 
person acquiring it may be identified. If the 
person acquiring such a firearm is a 
resident of another Member State, that 
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other Member State shall be informed of 
the acquisition by the Member State in 
which it took place and by the person 
acquiring the firearm.
3. If a Member State prohibits the 
acquisition and possession within its 
territory of a firearm classified in category 
B, it shall so inform the other Member 
States, which shall expressly include a 
statement to that effect on any European 
firearms pass they issue for such a firearm, 
pursuant to Article 12(2).
4. No one may be in possession of a firearm 
classified in category B within the territory 
of a Member State unless that Member 
State has so authorised him. If he is a 
resident of another Member State, that 
other Member State shall be informed 
accordingly.
5. An authorisation to acquire and an 
authorisation to possess a firearm classified 
in category B may take the form of a single 
administrative decision.' 

Or. en

Justification

The transfer of paragraphs from Article 8 to Article 7 of the Directive is a consequence of 
Amendment 8.

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud

Amendment 37
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 A (NEW)

Article 7, paragraph 3 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(2a) In Article 7, the following new 
paragraph is added after paragraph 3:
"3a. This article shall not apply in the 
event of acquisition and possession of a 
firearm by a person holding a valid hunting 
or target shooting licence, provided the 
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firearm concerned is suited to the intended 
use."

Or. fr

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro

Amendment 38
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 A (new)

Article 7, paragraph 2 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC) 

(2a) In Article 7, the following paragraph 
shall be inserted before the last paragraph:
"2a.The authorisation to acquire and 
possess a firearm shall be granted 
automatically to the holders of a valid 
hunting or sport-shooting permit or 
licence."

Or. en

Justification

This amendment is intended to limit the consequences of the deletion of categories C and D 
for hunters and sport-shooters.

Amendment by Roberta Angelilli, Guido Podestà and Stefano Zappalà

Amendment 39
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 B (new)

Article 7, paragraph 3 (Directive 91/477/EEC) 

(2b) Article 7 is amended as follows:
(a) Paragraph 3 is replaced by the 
following:
"3. An authorisation to acquire and an 
authorisation to possess a firearm shall 
normally take the form of a single 
administrative decision."
b) The following paragraphs are added:
"3a. Member States may grant persons in 
respect of whom it has been established 
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that they still satisfy the conditions for the 
granting of firearm authorisations a 
multiannual licence for the acquisition and 
possession of all firearms subject to 
authorisation, without prejudice to the 
obligation to notify the competent 
authorities of transfers, the periodic 
verification that they continue to satisfy the 
conditions and the maximum limits for 
possession laid down in the respective 
national laws.
3b. Member States may establish simplified 
arrangements for the acquisition and 
possession of arms of a limited offensive 
capacity.”

Or. it

Justification

L’unificazione dei provvedimenti di autorizzazione all’acquisizione e alla detenzione è logica, 
essendo l’acquisizione di norma finalizzata alla detenzione. La previsione di una licenza 
pluriennale valida all’acquisizione e alla detenzione delle armi soggette ad autorizzazione 
serve ad evitare inutili procedimenti a soggetti (tiratori sportivi agonisti, istruttori di tiro, 
collezionisti, operatori della sicurezza pubblici e privati) che hanno la necessità di acquisire 
e detenere nel tempo numerose armi diverse. In tali casi la concessione di autorizzazioni 
specifiche è un’inutile moltiplicazione di procedimenti sovrapponibili. Le legislazioni 
nazionali devono comunque prevedere la rapida comunicazione alle autorità competenti dei 
trasferimenti di arma, anche se, in effetti, tutti i trasferimenti di arma devono essere 
comunque registrati dagli armieri. È inoltre evidente che la permanenza dei requisiti 
necessari deve essere periodicamente controllata, anche in coincidenza col rinnovo. La 
possibilità di un regime semplificato per le armi a modesta capacità offensiva deriva 
dall’impossibilità di equiparare alle armi comuni oggetti di effettiva scarsa pericolosità, 
come, ad esempio, armi da fuoco da difesa non letali, in grado di lanciare unicamente 
proiettili in gomma o liquidi urticanti.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro

Amendment 40
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 B (new)

Article 9, paragraph 1, introductory part (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(2b) In Article 9, paragraph 1, the 
introductory part is replaced by the 
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following:
"1. The handing-over of a firearm to a 
person who is not resident in the Member 
State in question shall be permitted, subject 
to compliance with the obligations laid 
down in Articles 5, 6 and 7:"

Or. en

Justification

The reference to categories C and D needs to be deleted in this Article following the proposal 
to have only two categories. The reference to Article 8 needs to be deleted in this Article 
following the proposal to delete Article 8.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro, Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg and Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 41
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 C (new)

Article 12, paragraph 2 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(2c) Article 12, paragraph 2 is amended as 
follows:
(a) The first subparagraph is replaced by 
the following:
"2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, hunters 
and marksmen may without prior 
authorization be in possession of one or 
more firearms during a journey through 
two or more Member States with a view to 
engaging in their activities, provided that 
they are in possession of a European 
firearms pass listing such firearm or 
firearms. No other document than the 
European firearms pass shall be required 
by Member States to that end. Member 
States may not make acceptance of a 
European firearms pass conditional upon 
any additional registration requirement or 
the payment of any fee or charge."
b) The second subparagraph is replaced by 
the following:
"However, this derogation shall not apply 
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to journeys to a Member State which 
prohibits the acquisition and possession of 
the firearm in question; in that case, an 
express statement to that effect shall be 
entered on the European firearms pass."

Or. en

Justification

As mentioned in the Commission's 2000 report and in view of a proper functioning of the 
internal market, Member States should not be allowed to require documents or fees other 
than the European firearms pass regarding the circulation of hunters and marksmen.

Amendment by Michael Cashman

Amendment 42
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 C (new)

Article 12, paragraph 2 ( Directive 91/477/ECC)

(2c) Article 12, paragraph 2  is amended as 
follows:
a) The first subparagraph is replaced by the 
following:
"2.Notwithstanding paragraph 1, hunters 
and marksmen may without prior 
authorization be in possession of one or 
more firearms during a journey through 
two or more Member States with a view to 
engaging in their activities, provided that 
they are in possession of a European 
firearms pass listing such firearm or 
firearms and provided that they are able to 
substantiate the reasons for their journey. 
Member States may only require  
documentation additional to the European 
firearms pass where such requirements are
justified by, and proportionate to, legitimate 
public policy aims for the protection of 
public safety. Where a Member State has 
established additional requirements it shall 
notify the other Member States and the 
information shall be notified on the 
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European firearms pass."
b) The second subparagraph is replaced by 
the following:
"However, this derogation shall not apply 
to journeys to a Member State which 
prohibits the acquisition and possession of 
the firearm in question; in that case, an 
express statement to that effect shall be 
entered on the European firearms pass."

Or. en

Justification

Regarding the circulation of hunters and marksmen, Member States can only require 
documents other than the European Firearms Pass when it is strictly justified by legitimate 
public policy aims of a Member State concerning the protection of public safety, and where 
the requirements are proportionate to such aims.

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro, Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg, Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 43
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 D (new)

Article 13, paragraphs 2 and 3 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(2d) Article 13 is amended as follows:
a) Paragraph 2 is replaced by the 
following:
"2. All information that Member States 
receive by way of the procedures laid down 
in Article 11 for transfers of firearms and 
in Article 7 for the acquisition and 
possession of firearms by non-residents 
shall be communicated, not later than the 
time of the relevant transfers, to the 
Member States of destination and, where 
appropriate, not later than the time of 
transfer to the Member States of transit."
b) Paragraph 3 is replaced by the 
following: 
"3. Member States shall on a regular basis 
exchange information relating to marking 
systems and techniques, the number of 
authorised dealers and brokers, transfers of 
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firearms, their parts and components and 
ammunition, national legislation and 
practices, existing stocks on their 
territories, confiscated firearms and 
deactivation methods and techniques. 
Member States shall also, in accordance 
with the European Convention on Mutual 
Assistance in Criminal Matters of 1959 and 
any later instrument wholly or partially 
amending, replacing or supplementing that 
Convention, exchange information on 
persons having been found guilty of illicit 
trafficking or illicit manufacturing as 
defined in this Directive. The Commission 
shall set up, by [...]* at the latest, a contact 
group for the exchange of information for 
the purposes of applying this Article, and 
for the cooperation regarding the tracing of 
illicit firearms, their parts and components 
and ammunition. Each Member State shall 
inform the other Member States and the 
Commission of the national authorities 
responsible for transmitting and receiving 
information and for complying with the 
obligations set out in Article 11(4). The 
Commission, acting in accordance with 
paragraph 4, shall take the appropriate 
measures for the purpose of applying this 
paragraph."

Or. en

Justification

The 1st part of this amendment is consistent with the new proposed classification of firearms. 
The 2nd and 3rd part are consistent with the proposals included in the Commission's 2000 
report, which emphasised the need for increased cooperation between Member States. The 
91/477/EEC Directive mentions the establishment of information networks without defining 
the format of this information exchange. The 2000 Report envisages the creation of a contact 
group for this purpose.

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud

Amendment 44
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 B (new)
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Article 13, paragraph 3 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(2b) Article 13(3) is replaced y the 
following:
"3. Member States shall establish networks 
for the exchange, on a regular basis, of all 
information at their disposal.
The Commission shall establish, no later 
than one year after the entry into force of 
this Directive, a contact group for the 
exchange of information for the purpose of 
applying this article.
Each Member State shall inform the other 
Member States and the Commission of the 
authorities responsible for forwarding and 
receiving the information and applying the 
formality under Article 11(4)."

Or. fr

Amendment by Roberta Angelilli, Guido Podestà and Stefano Zappalà

Amendment 45
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3

Article 16, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2, introductory phrase (Directive 91/477/EEC)

The Member States shall, in accordance with 
this Directive, establish as criminal offences
the following conduct, when committed 
intentionally:

(Does not affect English version.)

Or. it

Justification

(Does not affect English version.)

Amendment by Roberta Angelilli, Guido Podestà and Stefano Zappalà

Amendment 46
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3

Article 16, paragraph 1 a (Directive 91/477/EEC)

1a. The intra-Community transfer of 
firearms in contravention of the provisions 
on the European firearms pass shall not 
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constitute a criminal offence.

Or. it

Justification

This is to ensure that legitimate holders of firearms are not treated as criminals if, when 
entering another Member State, they are unable to produce the European firearms pass while 
having all the other necessary documents.

Amendment by Véronique Mathieu

Amendment 47
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3

Article 16, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

The Member States shall, in accordance with 
this Directive, establish as criminal offences 
the following conduct, when committed 
intentionally:

The Member States shall, in accordance with 
this Directive, establish as criminal offences 
the following conduct, when committed 
intentionally in collaboration with an 
international organised crime organisation:

– illicit manufacturing of firearms, their 
parts and components and ammunition;

– illicit manufacturing of firearms, their 
parts and components and ammunition;

– illicit trafficking of firearms, their parts 
and components and ammunition;

– illicit trafficking of firearms, their parts 
and components and ammunition;

– falsifying or illicitly obliterating, removing 
or altering the markings on firearms required 
by Article 4(1).

– falsifying or illicitly obliterating, removing 
or altering the markings on firearms required 
by Article 4(1).

To be considered as criminal offences for
the purposes of this Directive, such 
behaviour must have an extra-Community 
connotation.

Or. fr

Amendment by Ewa Klamt

Amendment 48
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3, SUBPARAGRAPH 3

Article 16, paragraph 1, subparagraph 3 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

Such attempts, or participation as an Organising, directing, aiding, abetting, 
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accomplice in the latter shall also be
considered as criminal offences, when
committed intentionally.

facilitating or counselling the commission 
of an offence as defined by this Article shall 
be considered as a criminal offence, when
committed intentionally and an organised 
criminal group is involved.

Or. en

Justification

This wording is taken from the UN Protocol, which forms the basis of the Directive, and is 
intended to clarify the provision. The UN Protocol, which supplements the UN Convention 
against Trans-national Organized Crime and “shall be interpreted together with the 
Convention” (Article 1 of the Protocol), requires to establish as criminal offence the illicit 
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, but only “where those offences are 
transnational in nature and involve an organized criminal group” (Article 4.1 of the 
Protocol).

Amendment by Alexander Alvaro

Amendment 49
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3, SUBPARAGRAPH 3 A (new)

Article 16, paragraph 1, subparagraph 3 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

The failure to carry a European firearms 
pass shall not be subject to a custodial 
sentence.

Or. en

Justification

This addition is to prevent lawful owners of weapons risking prison if they travel to another 
Member State and are unable to present a European firearms pass but are in possession of all 
other necessary documents.

Amendment by Michael Cashman

Amendment 50
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3 A(new)

Article 17 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(3a). Article 17 is replaced by the following:
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"Within five years from the date of 
transposition of this Directive into national 
law, and every fifth year thereafter, the 
Commission shall submit a report to the 
European Parliament and to the Council 
on the situation resulting from the 
application of this Directive, accompanied, 
if appropriate, by proposals. 
The Commission shall undertake a study 
on the marketing of replica weapons within 
the European Community and report on 
this to the European Parliament and to the 
Council by [...]* at the latest.
____________
* One year after the date of entry into force 
of this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

In line with better regulation the requirement for reporting included in Directive 91/477/EEC 
should be updated and made regular. In addition the Commission should conduct a study on 
the complex issue of replica weapons and their marketing, including their sale on the internet, 
within the European Community.

Amendment by Roberta Angelilli, Guido Podestà and Stefano Zappalà

Amendment 51
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, LETTER -A (new)

Annex I, point II, letter A (Directive 91/477/EEC)

(-a) Point II(A) is replaced by the 
following:
A. Any object which falls into one of the 
following categories, unless it meets the 
definition but is excluded for one of the 
reasons listed in section III:
Category A - Prohibited firearms 
1. Explosive military missiles and 
launchers
2. Automatic firearms
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3. Firearms disguised as other objects
4. Ammunition with penetrating, explosive 
or incendiary projectiles, and the projectiles 
for such ammunition
5. Pistol and revolver ammunition with 
expanding projectiles and the projectiles 
for such ammunition, except in the case of 
weapons for hunting or for target shooting, 
for persons entitled to use them
Category B - Firearms subject to 
authorization 
1. Semi-automatic or repeating short 
firearms
2. Single-shot short firearms with centre-
fire percussion
3. Single-shot short firearms with rimfire 
percussion whose overall length is less than 
28 cm
4. Semi-automatic long firearms whose 
magazine and chamber can together hold 
more than three rounds
5. Semi-automatic long firearms whose 
magazine and chamber cannot together 
hold more than three rounds, where the 
loading device is removable or where it is 
not certain that the weapon cannot be 
converted, with ordinary tools, into a 
weapon whose magazine and chamber can 
together hold more than three rounds
6. Repeating and semi-automatic long 
firearms with smooth-bore barrels not 
exceeding 60 cm in length
7. Semi-automatic firearms for civilian use 
which resemble weapons with automatic 
mechanisms
8. Repeating long firearms other than those 
listed in category B, point 6
9. Long firearms with single-shot rifled 
barrels
10. Semi-automatic long firearms other 
than those in category B, points 4 to 7
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11. Single-shot short firearms with rimfire 
percussion whose overall length is not less 
than 28 cm
12. Single-shot long firearms with smooth-
bore barrels
Member States which currently have a 

different breakdown into categories may 
retain that classification system. 

Or. it

Justification

On the basis of the principle of subsidiarity and given the existence of different customs and 
traditions in the various countries, Member States are asked to choose to classify legal 
firearms in two categories and, where different categories currently exist, are authorised to 
retain them.

Amendment by Michael Cashman

Amendment 52
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, POINT B (new)

Annex I, Point III(b) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

4b) Annex I point III (b) is replaced by the 
following:
(b) are designed for alarm, signalling, life-
saving, animal slaughter or harpoon 
fishing or for industrial or technical 
purposes provided that they can be used for 
the stated purpose only and do not have the 
appearance of a rifle, gun, pistol, revolver 
or other traditional firearm;

Or. en

Justification

While the definition of firearms may be amended to include convertible weapons, some such 
firearms could be excluded under the wording in Annex III (b) in Directive 91/477/EEC. 
Weapons that are replica firearms or given the appearance of a "traditional" firearm should 
not be excluded from the definition of firearm given their use as converted weapons in 
criminal activities.
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Amendment by Alexander Alvaro, Kathalijne Maria Buitenweg and Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 53
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4 A (new)

Annex I, point (f) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

4a) In Annex II, point (f) is amended as 
follows:
a) Paragraphs 1 and 2 are replaced by the 
following:
"The right to travel to another Member 
State with one or more of the firearms 
mentioned in this pass shall be subject to 
one or more prior corresponding 
authorisations from the Member State 
visited. This or these authorisations shall 
be recorded on the pass.
The prior authorisation referred to above is 
not in principle necessary in order to travel 
with a firearm with a view to engaging in 
hunting or for the purpose of taking part in 
target shooting, on condition that the 
traveler is in possession of the firearms 
pass and can establish the reason for the 
journey."
b) Paragraph 3 is replaced by the 
following:
"Where a Member State has informed the 
other Member States that the possession of 
certain firearms in Category B is 
prohibited, the following statement shall be 
added:"
c) Paragraph 5 is deleted.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment is consistent with the new proposed classification of firearms.
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Amendment by Michael Cashman

Amendment 54
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4 A (new)

Annex I, point (f) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

4a) In Annex II, point (f) is amended as 
follows:
a) Paragraph 1 is replaced by the 
following:
"The right to travel to another Member 
State with one or more of the firearms 
mentioned in this pass shall be subject to 
one or more prior corresponding 
authorisations from the Member State 
visited. This or these authorisations shall 
be recorded on the pass. 
b) Paragraph 2 is deleted.
c) Paragraph 3 is replaced by the 
following:
"Where a Member State has informed the 
other Member States that the possession of 
certain firearms in Category B is 
prohibited, the following statement shall be 
added:"
c) Paragraph 5 is deleted.
d) After the final paragraph the following 
paragraph shall be added:
"Where a Member State has informed the 
other Member States that it maintains  
requirements additional to the European 
firearms pass in the interest of legitimate 
public safety aims, such requirements shall 
be notified on the firearms pass."

Or. en

Justification

This amendment is consistent with the new proposed classification of firearms, and ensures 
certainty for hunters and marksmen using the European firearms pass.


