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Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 42
RECITAL 3 A (new)

(3a) Police intelligence indicates increasing 
criminal activity involving converted 
weapons within the European Community, 
and an increase in cross-border smuggling 
of convertible weapons for the purposes of 
conversion into firearms that expel a shot, 
bullet or projectile by the action of an 
explosive, and it is therefore essential to 
ensure such convertible weapons are 
brought under the definition of firearm in 
this Directive.

Or. en
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Justification

Police report the growing problem of converted weapons, particularly in the context of some 
Member States introducing tougher controls on traditional firearms. This problem is clearly 
trans-European, involving the smuggling of convertible weapons legally available in some 
Member States, to other Member States for the purposes of conversion.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Roberta Angelilli, Michl 
Ebner

Amendment 43
RECITAL 7

(7) It must also be specified that brokering 
activities, as mentioned in Article 15 of the 
Protocol, fall within the definition of dealer
given by the Directive.

(7) .(Translators note: Does not affect 
English version)

Or. it

Justification

(Translators note: Does not affect English version)

Or. it

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 44
RECITAL 9 A (new)

(9a) Due to the special nature of the activity 
of dealers, strict control over this activity is 
necessary, in particular to verify the 
professional abilities of the individuals in 
question.

Or. it

Justification

Activities relating to the arms sector are subject to control and authorisation, which must 
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include checks on the professional abilities of those involved. There are no brokers involved 
in the market in arms for civilian use. The financial activities of all entrepreneurs are subject 
to control by the relevant police departments, and there does not seem to be any reason for 
producers of weapons for the civilian market to be subject to financial checks other than 
those already applying in general.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti

Amendment 45
RECITAL 9 B (new)

(9b) The acquisition of firearms by private 
individuals through means of distant 
communication, for example via the 
Internet, should be subject to the rules laid 
down in this directive.  Member States 
should lay down detailed arrangements 
regarding the prohibition on the 
acquisition of firearms by persons 
previously convicted of serious and violent 
crimes against the person by a final court 
judgment.

Or. it

Justification

The acquisition of firearms through distant communications by private individuals should be 
subject to stringent control, and any such acquisition should be subject to the rules laid down 
by the directive. In view of the harmonisation of the Member States' respective rules on the 
acquisition and possession of firearms, the acquisition of firearms by individuals who have 
been convicted of serious offences against the person should be prohibited.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 46
RECITAL 9 C (new)

(9c) The European Firearms Pass should 
be the only document holders of the pass 
need to transfer firearms to another 
Member State henceforward.
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Or. it

Justification

As mentioned in the Commission's 2000 report and to enable the internal market to function 
properly, Member States should not be able to require the production of any documents other 
than the European Firearms Pass or the payment of any fees to enable hunters and marksmen 
to circulate within the EU. It is not appropriate for the legislation to contain an assessment of 
the way the Firearms Pass has performed, a matter which should be dealt with when the 
policy is assessed.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Roberta Angelilli, Michl 
Ebner

Amendment 47
RECITAL 9 D (new)

(9d) In order to facilitate the tracing of 
firearms and to efficiently combat illicit 
trafficking and manufacturing of firearms, 
their essential parts and complete rounds of 
ammunition, it is necessary to improve the 
exchange of information between Member 
States.

Or. it

Justification

It is essential for the Member States to exchange detailed information in order to combat 
illicit manufacturing and trafficking in firearm.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Roberta Angelilli, Michl 
Ebner

Amendment 48
RECITAL 9 E (new)

(9e) Several Member States have recently 
simplified the way they classify firearms by 
switching from four categories to the 
following two: prohibited firearms and 
firearms subject to authorisation. The 
Member States should fall into line with 
this simplified classification, although 
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countries which currently divide firearms 
in to a different set of categories may, in 
accordance with the principle of 
subsidiarity maintain their existing 
classification and authorisation systems.

Or. it

Justification

The Member States' respective special features and traditions must be respected in line with 
the principle of subsidiarity, which is always upheld in the EU's policies.

Amendment by Michl Ebner, Alexander Radwan

Amendment 49
RECITAL 9 F (new)

(9f) The conditions for obtaining the 
European Firearms Pass and the length of 
its validity should be the same in all 
Member States, and applicants should not 
be charged for it in addition to the cost of 
the national firearms pass.

Or. de

Justification

The purpose of the European Firearms Pass is to help the European internal market to 
function effectively and European citizens to exercise their freedoms more easily. Therefore it 
should not be subject to conditions, particularly of a financial and bureaucratic nature, that 
significantly affect the acquisition or exercise of these freedoms and thus the functioning of 
the internal market. And unjustified and wide variations between the Member States with 
regard to such conditions are incompatible with the principle of equal treatment

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 50
RECITAL 9 G (new)

(9a) The European Firearms Pass should 
be regarded as the primary document 
needed by hunters and marksmen to 
transfer a firearm to another Member 
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State. Any supplementary requirements 
established by a Member State regarding 
the transfer to that Member State of a 
firearm by a hunter or marksmen must be 
justified by, and proportionate to, legitimate 
public policy aims concerning the 
protection of public safety.

Or. en

Justification

Regarding the circulation of hunters and marksmen, Member States can only require 
documents other than the European Firearms Pass when it is strictly justified by legitimate 
public policy aims of a Member State concerning the protection of public safety, and where 
the requirements are proportionate to such aims.

Amendment by Michl Ebner, Paul Rübig, Alexander Radwan

Amendment 51
RECITAL 9 H (new)

(9h) The European Firearms Pass 
functions and should be regarded as the 
only document needed by hunters,
marksmen and cultural and historical 
shooting associations to transfer an 
authorised firearm and its ammunition to 
another Member State.
This provision shall not affect any relevant 
existing bilateral agreements.

Or. de

Justification

For the sake of smooth operation of the internal market, hunters and marksmen should be 
allowed to travel to another Member State with the European Firearms Pass alone.  
Moreover, in keeping with the European idea, cultural and historical shooting associations 
should be able to take part in cross-border cultural exchange.  
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Amendment by Michl Ebner, Paul Rübig, Alexander Radwan

Amendment 52
RECITAL 9 I (new)

(9i) For the activities of cultural and 
historical institutions and associations 
which deal with and use ‘historical’ 
weapons, efforts should be made to achieve 
mutual recognition of national documents 
for the cross-border transfer and use of 
weapons and ammunition of this type, as 
provided for example in the bilateral 
agreement between Germany and Austria 
of 28 June 20021 . 
1 Agreement between the Republic of Austria and 
the Federal Republic of Germany on the mutual 
recognition of documents for the carrying of 
firearms and ammunition by members of traditional 
shooting associations and marksmen, concluded in 
Berlin on 28 June 2002 (Bundesgesetzblatt für die 
Republik Österreich (Part III) ,13 May 2004). 

Or. de

Justification

To preserve and maintain cultural diversity and  historic tradition in the European Union, 
cultural and historical institutions and associations should as far as possible be enabled to 
handle and use ‘historical’ weapons for these purposes. This solution has already been 
successfully put into practice in the above agreement between the Republic of Austria and the 
Federal Republic of Germany on the mutual recognition  of documents for the carrying of 
firearms and ammunition and, contrary to many fears, has not resulted in the uncontrolled or 
even dangerous use of ‘historical’ weapons.  

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 53
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1) In Article 1, paragraph 1 shall be 
replaced by the following:
"1. For the purposes of this Directive, 
'firearm' shall mean any portable barrelled 
weapon that expels, is designed to expel or 
may be converted to expel a shot, bullet or 
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projectile by the action of an explosive, 
unless it meets the definition but is 
excluded for one of the reasons listed in 
Annex I section III. Firearms are classified 
in section II of Annex I."

Or. en

Justification

The definition of a firearm is consistent with the Protocol but must acknowledge the increase 
in use of converted weapons in criminal activity in Europe, and the increase in cross-border 
smuggling of convertible weapons, including since the signing of the Protocol. The definition 
of 'readily convertible' used in the Protocol risks differing interpretation in different Member 
States and therefore potential loopholes for criminal exploitation. Increasingly advanced 
techniques used by criminals in order to convert weapons involve weapons not considered 
'readily convertible'.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Michl Ebner

Amendment 54
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 A (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1a) In Article 1, paragraph 1 is replaced 
by the following:
'1. For the purposes of this directive, 
'firearm' shall mean any portable barrelled 
weapons that expels or is designed to expel 
a bullet or projectile by the action of an 
explosive, unless it meets the definition but 
is excluded for one of the reasons listed in 
Annex I, Section III. Firearms are 
classified in Section II of Annex 1.'

Or. it

Justification

The definition of a firearm is based on the Protocol. However, concern that the definition 
should be consistent with the exclusion of deactivated firearms, antique weapons and some 
other firearms mentioned in Annex I, Section III of he Directive would appear to be 
misplaced.
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Amendment by Lasse Lehtinen

Amendment 55
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 B (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1b) In Article 1, the following paragraph 
1a shall be inserted:

"1a. For the purposes of this Directive, 
"tracing" shall mean the systematic 
tracking of firearms and, where possible, 
their parts and components and 
ammunition from manufacturer to 
purchaser for the purpose of assisting the 
competent authorities of States in detecting, 
investigating and analysing illicit 
manufacturing and illicit trafficking."

Or. en

Justification

This definition of tracing is mentioned in the Protocol and should be included in the Directive 
for reasons of legal certainty.

Amendment by Lasse Lehtinen

Amendment 56
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 C (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 b (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1c) In Article 1, the following paragraph 
1b shall be inserted:

"1b. For the purposes of this Directive, 
'ammunition' shall mean the complete 
round or its components, including 
cartridge cases, primers, propellant powder, 
bullets or projectiles, that are used in a 
firearm, provided that those components 
are themselves subject to authorization in 
the respective State."

Or. en
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Justification

This definition of ammunition is mentioned in the Protocol and should be included in the 
Directive for reasons of legal certainty.

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 57
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 D (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 c (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1d) In Article 1, the following paragraph 
1c shall be inserted:

"1c. For the purposes of the Directive, 
'antique weapon' shall mean either any 
weapon manufactured before 1900, or any 
newer weapon defined as an antique 
weapon by a Member State according to 
technical criteria. The relevant technical 
criteria shall meet at least the standards 
determined in accordance with Article 
13(4)."

Or. en

Justification

A definition of "antique weapon" is needed for legal certainty reasons because these weapons 
are not covered by this Directive

Amendment by Michl Ebner, Alexander Radwan

Amendment 58
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 E (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 d (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1e) In Article 1, the following paragraph 
1d shall be inserted:
"1d. For the purposes of the Directive, 
'historical weapon' shall mean any weapon 
or weapon part manufactured before 1899, 
and defined as ‘historical’ under national 
law.



AM\664124EN.doc 11/42 PE 388.493v01-00

EN

This definition shall also include all 
weapons together with their components 
and ammunition that are older than Second 
World War models and have been adapted
so that they cannot fire live ammunition."

Or. de

Justification

Under existing agreements (Schengen Agreement and UN Protocol), ‘historical’ weapons 
date from before 1899.  However there are cultural and historical institutions in Europe that, 
when carrying out their activities which seek to preserve cultural diversity in Europe, also use 
inoperable weapons that were introduced after 1899. As these weapons can only be used for 
cultural and historical purposes of this kind, the date in the definition of ‘historical weapons’ 
should be extended. 

Amendment by Michl Ebner, Paul Rübig, Alexander Radwan

Amendment 59
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 F (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 e (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1f) In Article 1, the following paragraph 
1e shall be inserted:
"1e. For the purposes of the Directive, 
'historical weapon' shall mean models that 
are older than Second World War models, 
including models from the following 
categories:
- repeating long firearms with barrels not 
exceeding 60 cm in length;
- other repeating long firearms;
- long firearms with single-shot rifled 
barrels;
- long firearms with single-shot smooth-
bore barrels."

Or. de



PE 388.493v01-00 12/42 AM\664124EN.doc

EN

Justification

The topic of ‘historical’ weapons is particularly important for historical shooting 
associations in Germany, Austria and northern Italy.  Historical shooting associations 
represent a cross-border tradition reflecting the European spirit.  Therefore it is essential to 
include historical weapons in the directive.  

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 60
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 G (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 f (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1 g) In Article 1, the following paragraph 
is inserted:
"1f. For the purposes of this directive 
'ammunition' shall mean the complete 
round or its components, including 
cartridge cases, primers, propellant powder, 
bullets or projectiles used in firearms, 
provided that these components themselves 
are subject to authorisation in the Member 
States concerned.'

Or. it

Justification

The proposed definition is completely consistent with that contained in the Protocol. 
Ammunition components, which are mostly inert, should only be treated on the same basis as 
complete rounds of ammunition where they are so treated in the relevant national legislation. 

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 61
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 H (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 e (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1h) In Article 1, the following paragraph 
is inserted:
'1e. For the purposes of this directive, 
'parts and components of firearms' shall 
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mean any essential element specifically 
designed and peculiarly constructed for a 
firearm and essential to its operation, 
including a barrel, stock or frame, limber  
or cylinder, slide or bascule or any device 
designed or adapted to diminish the sound 
caused by firing a firearm.'

Or. it

Justification

To be regarded as part of a weapon, a component should not just be essential to its operation, 
but also should be specially designed for that purpose, in other words it should not be 
possible for it to be used for another purpose or confused with a component of a different 
mechanical device: it must be unique and distinctive.

Amendment by Charlotte Cederschiöld

Amendment 62
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 I (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 f (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1i) For the purposes of this Directive, 
'ammunition' shall mean a unit comprising 
cartridge case, primer, bullet and 
propellant

Or. sv

Justification

It makes sense that a weapons directive should include a definition of ammunition. However, 
the components of the ammunition have no value in themselves and do not present any risk; 
consequently it is the ammunition as a whole which is relevant in this context.

Amendment by Charlotte Cederschiöld

Amendment 63
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 J (new)

Article 1, paragraph 1 g (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1j) In Article 1, the following paragraph 
1g shall be inserted: 
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"For the purposes of this Directive, ‘arms 
broker’ shall mean any natural or legal 
person who, in the context of his economic 
activities, creates the necessary conditions 
for the conclusion of contracts for the 
manufacture, trade, exchange, hiring out, 
repair or conversion of firearms, parts of 
firearms and ammunition". 

Or. sv

Justification

In order to remain consistent with Article 1(2) of the directive, and to prevent its being 
applied to private individuals who, for example, exchange weapons for hobby purposes, a 
paragraph on arms brokers should be added including a reference to economic activities. 

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 64
ARTICLE 1, POINT -1 K (new)

Article 1, paragraph 2 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-1k) In Article 1, the following paragraph 
2 is replaced by the following:
'2. For the purposes of this directive 
'dealer' shall mean any natural or legal 
person whose trade or business consists 
wholly or partly in the manufacture, trade, 
exchange, hiring out, repair or conversion 
of firearms, their essential parts and 
complete rounds of ammunition'.

Or. it

Justification

(Translator's note: the first part of the amendment and of the justification does not affect the 
English version)

Extends the definition given in the directive to include parts of weapons (a concept which also 
comprises 'components' as laid down in the Protocol) and complete rounds of ammunition.
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Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Michl Ebner

Amendment 65
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 1, paragraph 3 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

1) 1) In Article 1, after paragraph 2, the 
following two paragraphs shall be added:

1) In Article 1, after paragraph 2, the 
following paragraph shall be inserted:

3. For the purposes of this Directive, “illicit 
manufacturing” shall mean the 
manufacturing or assembly of firearms, their 
parts and components or ammunition:"

3. For the purposes of this Directive, “illicit 
manufacturing” shall mean the 
manufacturing or assembly in violation of 
this Directive of firearms, their essential 
parts or complete rounds of ammunition, 
including those comprising parts and 
components imported from third 
countries."

Or. it

Justification

Directive 91/477EEC should establish a single standard against which the lawful nature of 
the manufacturing of arms, their essential components and complete rounds of ammunition 
can be determined inside the Union.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 66
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 1, paragraph 4 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

4. For the purposes of this Directive, “illicit 
trafficking” shall mean the acquisition, sale, 
delivery, movement or transfer of firearms, 
their parts and components and ammunition 
from or across the territory of one Member
State to that of another Member State if any 
one of the Member States concerned does 
not authorise it in accordance with the terms 
of this Directive or if the firearms are not 
marked in accordance with Article 4(1).

4. For the purposes of this Directive, “illicit 
trafficking” shall mean the acquisition, sale, 
delivery, movement, transfer of firearms, 
their essential parts and complete rounds of
ammunition in violation of this Directive
from or across the territory of any State to 
that of a Member State if any one of the 
Member States concerned does not authorise 
it in accordance with the terms of this 
Directive or if the firearms are not marked in 
accordance with Article 4(1) The 
acquisition, sale, delivery, movement or 
transfer of firearms shall however not be 
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considered illicit trafficking if they were 
transferred from government stocks to 
permanent civilian use provided they are 
marked as prescribed in Article 4(1) with 
reference to the proof marking of small 
arms.

Or. it

Justification

Following the entry into force of this directive, any firearm which is manufactured or placed 
on the market in the Member States will have to be marked in accordance with the provisions 
of the directive.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 67
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 1, paragraph 4 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

"4a. For the purpose of this directive 
'tracing' shall mean the systematic tracking 
of firearms and, where possible their 
essential parts and of complete rounds of 
ammunition, from manufacturer to 
purchaser, for the purpose of detecting and 
analysing illicit manufacturing and illicit 
trafficking and, possibly investigating them 
more effectively."

Or. it

Justification

It must be possible for firearms to be traced as a matter of course. Essential weapon parts 
and complete rounds of ammunition should be traceable, 'where possible', as stated in the 
Protocol. It is not possible to trace non-essential weapon parts and incomplete rounds of  
ammunition (or rather components of ammunition) except in the case of non-inert components 
(propellants) which, being explosives, are already subject to authorisation.
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Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti

Amendment 68
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 1, paragraph 4 b (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

"4 b. For the purposes of the directive, 
'antique weapon' shall mean any weapon 
manufactured before 1899, including 
replicas, and any more recent weapon 
defined as antique under the relevant 
national legislation'.

Or. it

Justification

Justification

Point (a) of the first paragraph of Article 3 of the Protocol enables antique firearms and their 
replicas to be defined in accordance with domestic law as they fall outside the scope of the 
Treaty. The definition of technical rules for the clarification of such weapons seems to 
undermine the regulatory powers assigned to the States. The Protocol which the proposal 
seeks to carry into effect specifically sets a cut-off date of 1899, whereas the date given in the 
proposal, 1870, would result in many weapons of purely historical interest being classified as 
modern firearms.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 69
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 1, paragraph 4 c (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

'4 c. A natural or legal person who carries 
out brokering activities involving the 
transfer of arms, their essential parts or 
complete  rounds of ammunition shall be 
subject to the same system of authorisation 
as dealers. Agents and representatives 
operating in the name or on behalf of 
authorised dealers on the basis of standard 
contracts conferring a mandate may not be 
regarded as 'brokers' for the purpose of 
implementing this directive'.
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Or. it

Justification

The concept of 'broker' is foreign to the market in arms for civilian use, and instead relates to 
the trade in arms which fall outside the scope of this directive. Agents or representatives
operating on behalf of producers or importers of arms for civilian use on the basis of 
standard contracts should not be regarded as falling within the definition of broker.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 70
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 2, paragraph 2 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

'2a. This directive shall also apply to 
essential parts of firearms and complete 
rounds of ammunition, including those 
imported from third countries.'

Or. it

Justification

The regulatory system for weapons should also apply to their essential and distinctive parts, 
and to the complete rounds of ammunition designed for them. The term 'components' is 
dropped as it is covered by the term 'parts'.

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 71
ARTICLE 1, POINT 1

Article 2, paragraph 2 b (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

"2b. This Directive shall apply to distance 
selling"

Or. en

Justification

Acquisition of firearms through distance selling, in particular via the internet, should be 
covered by the same rules than direct acquisition
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Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 72
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

1. For the purpose of identifying and tracing 
each firearm, the Member States, at the time 
of manufacture of each firearm, either 
require unique marking providing the name 
of the manufacturer, the country or place of 
manufacture and the serial number, or 
maintain any alternative unique user-friendly 
marking with simple geometric symbols in 
combination with a number or alphanumeric 
code, permitting ready identification by all 
States of the country of manufacture. 

1. For the purpose of identifying and tracing 
each firearm and parts and components, the 
Member States shall, at the time of 
manufacture of each firearm and of the 
parts and components, either require unique 
marking providing the name of the 
manufacturer, the country or place of 
manufacture and the serial number, for 
example as laid down in the Convention of 
1 July 1969 on Reciprocical Recognition of 
Proofmarks on Small Arms, or maintain 
any alternative unique user-friendly marking
with a number or alphanumeric code, 
permitting ready identification by all States 
of the country of manufacture. The marking 
shall be affixed on an essential or 
structural part of the firearm, the 
destruction of which would render the 
firearm unusable.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment is consistent with the explicit inclusion of parts and components in the 
Directive. Serial number includes the year of manufacture. The marking system laid down in 
the 1969 Convention on proofmarks should be mentioned as a reference for all Member 
States. It is essential that the marking is affixed on essential or structural part of the firearm 
where the component's destruction would render the weapon permanently inoperable and 
incapable or reactivation, such as the frame and/or receiver. This clause would make it more 
difficult for marking to be removed and would improve the tracing.

Amendment by Lasse Lehtinen

Amendment 73
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

1. For the purpose of identifying and tracing 1. For the purpose of identifying and tracing 
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each firearm, the Member States, at the time 
of manufacture of each firearm, either 
require unique marking providing the name 
of the manufacturer, the country or place of
manufacture and the serial number, or 
maintain any alternative unique user-
friendly marking with simple geometric 
symbols in combination with a number or 
alphanumeric code, permitting ready 
identification by all States of the country of 
manufacture.

each assembled firearm, the Member States, 
at the time of manufacture of each firearms, 
either require unique marking providing the 
name of the manufacturer, the weapon’s 
serial number, the Country or the place of 
manufacture and the year of manufacture 
(if not part of the serial number), in 
accordance with the standards and 
criterion of the Convention of 1 July 1969 
on the Reciprocal Recognition of Proof 
marks on Small arms (CIP), or maintain 
any alternative unique user-friendly 
marking in combination with a number, 
permitting ready identification by all States 
of the country of manufacture. The 
marking shall be affixed on an essential or 
structural part of the firearm, the 
destruction of which would render the 
firearm unusable.

Or. en

Justification

The marking of the smallest unit of ammunition package providing the name of the 
manufacturer, the identification number, the calibre and the type of ammunition and the 
quantity of the ammunition in the package are requested from the CIP rules (decision 15 – 7, 
art. 49) that is followed from all the European manufacturers of ammunitions.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 74
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

11. For the purpose of identifying and 
tracing each firearm, the Member States, at 
the time of manufacture of each firearm, 
either require unique marking providing the 
name of the manufacturer, the country or 
place of manufacture and the serial number, 
or maintain any alternative unique user-
friendly marking with simple geometric 
symbols in combination with a number or 
alphanumeric code, permitting ready 

1. For the purpose of identifying and tracing 
each assembled firearm, the Member States, 
at the time of manufacture of each firearm, 
either require unique marking including the 
name or trademark of the producer, the 
country or place of manufacture ,the serial 
number and the year of manufacture (if not 
part of the serial number), for example as 
specified in the Convention of 1 July 1969 
on the reciprocal recognition of proof 
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identification by all States of the country of 
manufacture.

Furthermore, the Member States shall 
ensure, at the time of transfer of a firearm 
from government stocks to permanent 
civilian use, the appropriate unique 
marking permitting identification by States 
of the transferring country

marks on small arms, or maintain any 
alternative unique user-friendly marking 
with simple geometric symbols in 
combination with a number or alphanumeric 
code, permitting ready identification by all 
States of the country of manufacture. The 
marking shall be affixed on an essential or 
structural part of the firearm, the 
destruction of which would render the 
firearm inoperable.

Or. it

Justification

The governments of the main European countries manufacturing arms for civilian use have 
now signed up to the CIP (Permanent International Commission for firearms testing) 
Convention and apply a uniform marking system to almost all arms for civilian use present on 
EU territory, which enables weapons to be identified and traced. The CIP system covers the 
points included in the Protocol. It is preferable to use the more precise expression 'producer' 
instead of manufacturer' when referring to the person who first places the item on the market, 
who might also be the final importer.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Roberta Angelilli, Michl 
Ebner

Amendment 75
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 3 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

3. Dealers shall be required to keep a 
register in which information concerning 
all firearms classified in category A, B or C 
received or disposed of by them shall be 
recorded, including such particulars as 
enable the weapon to be identified, in 
particular the type, make, model, calibre 
and serial number thereof and the names 
and addresses of the person acquiring the 
weapon. The dealer shall conserve the 
register for a period of five years, even after 
he has ceased his activity. Each Member 
State shall ensure the maintenance of this 
information for not less than ten years
.

3. Each Member State shall ensure the 
maintenance, for not less than 20 years, of 
a computerised and centralised data filing 
system, in which each firearm subject to 
this directive is registered together with its 
unique marking.  Dealers, throughout their 
period of activity, shall be required to 
maintain, for a period of 20 years, a 
register in which all firearms covered by 
the directive which are received or disposed 
of by them shall be recorded, together with 
such particulars as enable the weapon to be 
identified and traced, in particular the type, 
make, model, calibre and serial number 
thereof and the names and addresses of the 
persons supplying and acquiring the 
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weapon. Upon cessation of activities, the 
dealer shall deliver the register to the 
national authority responsible for the 
marking referred to in the first 
subparagraph of paragraph 1.

Or. it

Justification

The aim is to ensure the legality, transparency and completeness of the records kept by the 
Member States and that those operating in the sector keep accurate and timely records to 
ensure that every arm produced can be traced.

Amendment by Lasse Lehtinen

Amendment 76
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

1a. For the purpose of tracing ammunition, 
Member States shall require the marking of 
every single elementary package of 
complete ammunition, providing the name 
of the manufacturer, the identification 
batch (lot) number, the calibre and the type 
of ammunition, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Convention of 1 July 1969 
on the Reciprocal Recognition of Proof 
marks on Small arms (CIP).

Or. en

Justification

The marking of the smallest unit of ammunition package providing the name of the 
manufacturer, the identification number, the calibre and the type of ammunition and the 
quantity of the ammunition in the package are requested from the CIP rules (decision 15 – 7, 
art. 49) that is followed from all the European manufacturers of ammunitions.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 77
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2
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Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 b (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

1b. For the purposes of tracing 
ammunition, Member States shall require 
every smallest packaging unit of complete 
rounds of ammunition to be marked with 
the name of the manufacturer, the batch 
identification number, the calibre and type 
of ammunition, for example as specified in 
the Convention of 1 July 10690 on the 
reciprocal recognition of proof marks on 
small arms.

Or. it

Justification

The CIP rules (Decision XV-7 Article 4) which are followed by all European ammunition 
producers, require the smallest packaging units ammunition to be marked with the name and 
trademark of the producer, the type of ammunition, the class of munitions, the calibre, the 
batch number and the quantity of cartridges contained in the package.

Amendment by Othmar Karas

Amendment 78
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 2 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2a) With the exception of dealers and 
brokers, the Member States shall impose a 
cooling-off period of at least three working 
days between purchase of a category C or D 
firearm and its delivery.  A cooling-off 
period shall not be required if the 
purchaser is licensed to possess a Category 
B firearm or has a hunting permit or if it is 
proven that the firearm will be exported 
immediately. 

Or. de

Justification

The provision of a cooling-off period is intended to counter any spur-of-the-moment decision 
to use a firearm in a criminal act.  For this purpose, a cooling-off period of three working 
days seems sufficient.  In addition, a cooling-off period seems necessary only for category C 
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and D firearms, as people wishing to acquire a category A or B firearm will already have 
undergone integrity checks by the authorities.  In cases where a cooling-off period is not 
required, this should be on the principle that integrity checks have already been carried out 
on the people concerned.   

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Lasse Lehtinen, Michl Ebner

Amendment 79
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2

Article 4, paragraph 3, subparagraph 1 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

Member States shall ensure that all 
firearms found on their territory are 
marked and registered in compliance with 
this directive, or deactivated. Any firearms 
imported form a third country must be 
market in compliance with this directive.

Or. it

Justification

All firearms found on EU territory must be properly marked, including imported firearms if 
they are not marked at the place of origin. The marking must be placed on an essential 
structural part of the weapon, so that destroying the marking would make the weapon 
inoperable.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 80
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 A (new)

Article 5 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2 a. Article 5 is amended as follows:

a) In paragraph 1, the following point is 
inserted after (b):
'b a) have not been found guilty of 
intentionally committing a serious criminal 
offence by a final court judgment; the 
Member States shall lay down the detailed 
rules governing the application of this 
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requirement, including in particular the 
types of offence concerned, the minimum 
sentence and the minimum rehabilitation 
period that must elapse before the person 
concerned may once again be authorised to 
acquire or possess small firearms.'

b) Paragraph 3 is replaced by the 
following:
'Member States may withdraw 
authorisation of  possession of the firearm 
if any of the conditions on the basis of 
which it was granted are no longer 
satisfied.'

Or. it

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

The derogation of the age limit for the acquisition and possession of firearms for hunting or 
target shooting activities is essential and should be maintained, to encourage young people to 
take part in target shooting and related sports. The criterion of commission of an offence 
against the person with intent is the only one that should be used to ascertain whether a 
person is a potential danger to society and so should be prohibited  form possessing firearms.

Amendment by Véronique Mathieu

Amendment 81
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 B (new)

Article 5 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2b. Article 5 is replaced by the following:
"Without prejudice to Article 3, Member 
States shall allow the acquisition and 
possession of firearms  only by persons who 
have good cause and who: 
(a) are 18 years old or more, except for 
hunting or target shooting; 
(b) are not likely to be a danger to 
themselves, to public order or to public 
safety; for weapons in categories C and D, 
this condition can be fulfilled at the time of 
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purchase by presenting a hunting permit, 
target shooting licence, extract from 
criminal record or other official document 
issued by the competent authorities. 
Member States may withdraw authorisation 
for possession of the firearm if any of the 
conditions in point (b) of the first 
paragraph is no longer satisfied. 
Member States may not prohibit persons 
resident within their territories from 
possessing a weapon acquired in another 
Member State unless they prohibit the 
acquisition of the same weapon within their 
own territories."

Or. fr

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

Registered hunters and marksmen have already undergone all the procedures and checks 
(examinations, tests, criminal record, etc) to ensure that they do not present any danger to 
public order or safety.  The official permit or licence issued to them by the competent 
authorities, which usually has to be renewed each year, can therefore be considered as 
equivalent to an individual authorisation. The period of time required to obtain a permit or 
licence would also be a guarantee against an impulsive decision to buy a firearm.  

Amendment by André Brie, Marco Rizzo

Amendment 82
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 C (new)

Article 5 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2c) Article 5 is replaced by the following
Without prejudice to Article 3, Member 

States shall allow the acquisition and 
possession of firearms classified in 
category B only by persons who have good 
cause and who:
a) are 18 years old or more, except for 
target shooting, but who are in no case 
under 16 years old and within a licensed 
training centre, under the supervision and 
guidance of a qualified trainer, for 
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competition or training purposes. 
b) are not likely to be a danger to 
themselves, to public order or to public 
safety.

Or. en

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 83
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 E (new)

Article 5, paragraph 1, point (a) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2e) Article 5, paragraph 1, point (a) is 
replaced by the following:
"(a) are 18 years old or more, except for 
hunting and target shooting, provided that 
persons less than 18 years of age are under 
the supervision and guidance of a qualified 
trainer or within a licensed training 
centre"

Or. en

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

For security reasons, exceptions to the age limit for hunting or target shooting should be 
dependent on persons concerned being under the supervision of qualified trainers

Amendment by Lasse Lehtinen

Amendment 84
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 F (new)

Article 6, paragraph 1 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2f) In Article 6, the following paragraph 1a 
shall be added:

"1a. Except with respect to dealers and
brokers, Member States shall strictly 
control the acquisition of firearms, their 
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parts and components and of ammunition 
through means of distance communication, 
as defined in Article 2 of Directive 97/7/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 20 May 1997 on the protection 
of consumers in respect of distance 
contracts1."
___________

1 OJ L 144, 4.6.1997, p. 19.

Or. en

Justification

The acquisition of firearms through distance communication shall be strictly controlled by the 
Member States. 

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Roberta Angelilli, Michl 
Ebner

Amendment 85
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 G (new)

Article 6, paragraph 1 b (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2g)  In Article 6, the following paragraph is 
added:
'Member States shall strictly control the 
acquisition of firearms, their essential parts 
and complete rounds of ammunition by 
means of distant communication. Dealers 
or brokers carrying out activities in the 
arms market shall comply with the same 
rules as those regulating their normal 
activities.'

Or. it

Justification

The acquisition of firearms through distance communication should be subject to appropriate 
control so that transfers of arms can be properly monitored. Since acquisitions of firearms 
are subject to a regulatory system, the so-called 'cooling off' period seems completely 
unnecessary.
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Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach

Amendment 86
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 H (new)

Article 7 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2h) Article 7 is replaced by the following:
'1. No one may acquire a firearm classified 
in category B within the territory of a 
Member State unless that Member State 
has so authorised him.
No such authorisation may be given to a 
resident of another Member State without 
the latter's prior agreement. 
2. Every seller, dealer or private person 
shall inform the authorities of the Member 
State in which it takes place of every 
transfer or handing over of a firearm 
classified in category B, giving the 
particulars by which the firearm and the 
person acquiring it may be identified. If the 
person acquiring such a firearm is a 
resident of another Member State, that 
other Member State shall be informed of 
the acquisition by the Member State in 
which it took place and by the person 
acquiring the firearm.
3. If a Member State prohibits the 
acquisition and possession within its 
territory of a firearm classified in category 
B, it shall so inform the other Member 
States, which shall expressly include a 
statement to that effect on any European 
firearms pass they issue for such a firearm, 
pursuant to Article 12 (2).
4. No one may be in possession of a firearm 
classified in category B within the territory 
of a Member State unless that Member 
State has so authorised him. If he is a 
resident of another Member State, that 
other Member State shall be informed 
accordingly.
5. An authorisation to acquire and an 
authorisation to possess a firearm classified 
in category B may take the form of a single 
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administrative decision.
6. Member States may grant persons in 
respect of whom it has been established 
that they still satisfy the conditions for the 
granting of firearm authorisations a 
multiannual licence for the acquisition and 
possession of all firearms subject to 
authorisation, without prejudice to the 
obligation to notify the competent 
authorities of transfers, the periodic 
verification that they continue to satisfy the 
conditions and the maximum limits for 
possession laid down in the respective 
national laws.
7. Member States shall adopt rules to 
ensure that those recognised under 
national law as hunters, marksmen or 
collectors and holding authorizations 
under national law for firearms owned in 
the former categories C or D, do not need 
to reapply for authorisation for the 
firearms concerned due to the abolishment 
of those categories. Such hunters, 
marksmen or collectors owning firearms in 
the former category C on the basis of a 
declaration only, or holding firearms in the 
former category D without any form of 
authorisation or declaration, shall not be 
required to seek authorisation due to the 
abolishment of those categories, but 
any subsequent transfer of such weapons 
shall be subject to the transferee obtaining 
or having authorisation. These derogations 
shall apply for a period of ten years after 
the date of entry into force of this 
Directive."

Or. en

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

Persons who satisfy the conditions for firearms authorisation should be granted a 
multiannual licence in order to avoid useless authorisation procedures. Furthermore, during 
a transitional period, hunters, marksmen or collectors owning firearms of former categories 
C or D should not be required to seek authorisation due to the proposed abolishment of these 
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categories

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 87
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 I (new)

Article 7, paragraph 3 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2i) In Article 7, paragraph 3 is replaced by 
the following:
3. Authorisations to acquire and possess 
firearms shall generally involve a single 
administrative procedure.

Or. it

Justification

Merging authorisation procedures for the acquisition and possession of firearms is logical, 
given that the purpose of acquisition is normally possession.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 88
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 J (new)

Article 10(Directive 91/477/EEC)

2j) Article 10 is replaced by the following:
'The rules covering the acquisition and 
possession of complete rounds of 
ammunition capable of being used shall be 
identical to the rules covering the 
possession of the firearms for which  
ammunition is intended.'

Or. it

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

Complete rounds of ammunition, the only type capable of being used, should be subject to the 
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same regulatory system as the weapons which they are intended for. Inert components such as 
deactivated ammunition or replicas without active components should not be treated in the 
same way as complete rounds of ammunition. Propellants, meanwhile, being explosive, are 
subject to specific regulatory systems in all Union countries.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Roberta Angelilli, Michl 
Ebner

Amendment 89
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 K (new)

Article 12, paragraph 2 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2k) The first subparagraph of Article 12,  
paragraph 2 is replaced by the following:
"Notwithstanding paragraph 1, hunters, in 
the case of category C and D firearms, and 
marksmen, in the case of category B, C and 
D firearms, may without prior 
authorisation be in possession of one or 
more such arms during a journey though 
two or more Member States with a view to 
engaging in their activities, provided that 
they are in possession of a European 
firearms pass listing the specified firearm 
or firearms and provided that they are able 
to substantiate the reasons for their 
journey, in particular by producing an 
invitation.  No other document than the 
European firearms pass shall be required 
by Member States to that end.  Member 
States may not make acceptance of a 
European firearms pass conditional upon 
any additional registration requirement or 
the payment of any fee or charge."

Or. it

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

The directive aims to enable hunters and marksmen to circulate as freely as possible within 
the European Union.  Imposing any further administrative requirements or fees in addition to 
the European firearms pass would undermine that principle by creating new barriers between 
areas inside the Community territory in violation of the Treaties of Rome.
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Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 90
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 L (new)

Article 12, paragraph 2 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2l) Article 12, paragraph 2 is amended as 
follows:
a) The first subparagraph is replaced by the 
following:
"Notwithstanding paragraph 1, hunters 
and marksmen may without prior 
authorization be in possession of one or 
more firearms during a journey through 
two or more Member States with a view to 
engaging in their activities, provided that 
they are in possession of a European 
firearms pass listing such firearm or 
firearms and provided that they are able to 
substantiate the reasons for their journey. 
Member States may only require additional 
documentation to the European firearms 
pass where such requirements are justified 
by, and proportionate to, legitimate public 
policy aims concerning the protection of 
public safety. Where a Member State has 
established additional requirements it shall 
notify other Member States and the 
information shall be notified on the 
European firearms pass."
b) The second subparagraph is replaced by 
the following:
"However, this derogation shall not apply 
to journeys to a Member State which 
prohibits the acquisition and possession of 
the firearm in question; in that case, an 
express statement to that effect shall be 
entered on the European firearms pass."

Or. en
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(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

Regarding the circulation of hunters and marksmen, Member States can only require 
documents other than the European Firearms Pass when it is strictly justified by legitimate 
public policy aims of a Member State concerning the protection of public safety, and where 
the requirements are proportionate to such aims.

Amendment by Othmar Karas

Amendment 91
ARTICLE 1, POINT 2 M (new)

Article 13 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

2m) Article 13 is amended as follows:
a) Paragraph 3 is replaced by the 
following:
"3. Member States shall on a regular basis 
exchange information relating to marking 
systems and techniques, the number of 
authorised dealers and brokers, transfers of 
firearms, their parts and components and 
ammunition, national legislation and 
practices and deactivation methods and 
techniques. The Commission shall set up, 
by [...]* at the latest, a contact group for the 
exchange of information for the purposes 
of applying this article, and for the 
cooperation regarding the tracing of illicit 
firearms, their parts and components and 
ammunition. Each Member State shall 
inform the other Member States and the 
Commission of the national authorities 
responsible for gathering and transmitting 
information and for complying with the 
obligations set out in Article 11(4). The 
Commission, acting in accordance with 
paragraph 4, shall take the appropriate 
measures for the purpose of applying this 
paragraph."

b) After paragraph 3 the following 
paragraph is added:
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"4. The Commission shall take the 
appropriate measures under Article 1(7) in 
accordance with the regulatory procedure 
with scrutiny provided for in Article 5a 
paragraphs 1 to 4 and Article 7 and as 
defined in Article 8 of Decision 
1999/468/EC as amended by Decision 
2006/512/EC.
The Commission shall take the appropriate 
measures under paragraph 3 of this article 
in accordance with Articles 3 and 7 and as 
defined in Article 8 of Decision 
1999/468/EC as amended by Decision 
2006/512/EC."
* Two years after entry into force of this Directive.

Or. de

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

The Commission report in 2000 on the implementation of Directive 91/477/EEC envisages the 
Commission setting up a contact group.  This group also provides a suitable forum for 
discussion on creating common guidelines for the deactivation of firearms.  In comparison to 
the comitology procedure, there should be a more rapid and targeted way of reaching a 
common accord between the Member States on deactivating firearms.

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 92
ARTICLE 1, POINT 3 A (new)

Article 17 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

3a) Article 17 is replaced by the following:
"Within five years from the date of 
transposition of this Directive into national 
law, and every fifth year thereafter, the 
Commission shall submit a report to the 
European Parliament and to the Council 
on the situation resulting from the 
application of this Directive, accompanied, 
if appropriate, by proposals.
The Commission shall undertake a study 
on the marketing of replica weapons within 
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the European Community and report on 
this to the European Parliament and to the 
Council by [...]* at the latest.
* One year after the date of entry into force 
of this Directive."

Or. en

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

In line with better regulation the requirement for reporting included in Directive 91/477/EEC 
should be updated and made regular. In addition the Commission should conduct a study on 
the complex issue of replica weapons and their marketing, including their sale on the internet, 
within the European Community.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 93
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, POINT (-A) (new)

Annex I, part II, letter A, point 5 (Directive 91/477/EEC)

-a) In Annex I, part II, section A, point 5 is 
replaced by the following:
“5. Pistol and revolver ammunition with 
expanding projectiles and the projectiles 
for such ammunition, except in the case of 
weapons for hunting or for recreational 
shooting, for persons entitled to use them. ”

Or. it

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

The expression 'recreational shooting' is more accurate and appropriate than 'target 
shooting', as it includes all gun sports, including those which do not involve shooting at 
targets.
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Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 94
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, POINT (B)

Annex I, part III, paragraph 1 a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

b) The following paragraph is inserted after 
the first paragraph:

b) In part III, the following paragraph is 
inserted after the first paragraph:

"The Member States shall make 
arrangements for the deactivation measures 
set out under (a) to be verified by a 
competent authority, to ensure that the 
modifications made to a firearm render it 
permanently inoperable. The Member States 
shall provide, in the context of this 
verification, for the issue of a certificate or 
record attesting to the deactivation of the 
firearm or a clearly visible mark to that 
effect stamped on the firearm."

"The Member States shall make 
arrangements for the deactivation measures 
set out under (a) to be verified by a 
competent authority, to ensure that the 
modifications made to a firearm render it 
irreversibly inoperable. The Member States 
shall provide, in the context of this 
verification, for the issue of a certificate or 
record attesting to the deactivation of the 
firearm or a clearly visible mark to that 
effect stamped on the firearm. The 
Commission shall issue common 
guidelines, in accordance with the 
regulatory oversight procedure, on 
deactivation standards and techniques to 
ensure that deactivated firearms are 
permanently inoperable..”

Or. it

Justification

(Translator's note: the first part of the amendment and of the justification does not affect the 
English version.)

The requirement that firearms must be deactivated irreversibly requires compliance with of 
uniform technical standards.

Amendment by Othmar Karas

Amendment 95
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, POINT (B)

Annex I, part III, paragraph 1 b (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

“The Member States shall make 
arrangements for the deactivation measures 
set out under (a) to be verified by a 

“The Member States shall make 
arrangements for the deactivation measures 
set out under (a) to be verified by a 
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competent authority, to ensure that the 
modifications made to a firearm render it 
permanently inoperable. The Member States 
shall provide, in the context of this 
verification, for the issue of a certificate or 
record attesting to the deactivation of the 
firearm or a clearly visible mark to that 
effect stamped on the firearm”.

competent authority, to ensure that the 
modifications made to a firearm render it 
permanently inoperable. The Member States 
shall provide, in the context of this 
verification, for the issue of a certificate or 
record attesting to the deactivation of the 
firearm or a clearly visible mark to that
effect stamped on the firearm. The 
Commission shall set up a contact group to 
devise common guidelines for deactivation 
standards and techniques to ensure that 
deactivated firearms are permanently 
inoperable."

Or. de

Justification

The Commission report in 2000 on the implementation of Directive 91/477/EEC envisages the 
Commission setting up a contact group.  This group also provides a suitable platform for 
reflection on creating common guidelines for the deactivation of firearms.  In comparison to 
the comitology procedure, there should be a more rapid and targeted way of reaching a 
common accord between the Member States on deactivating firearms.

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 96
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, POINT (B A) (new)

Annex I, part III, point (b) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

ba) Annex I, part III, point (b) is replaced 
by the following:
"(b) are designed for alarm, signalling, 
life-saving, animal slaughter or harpoon
fishing or for industrial or technical 
purposes provided that they can be used for 
the stated purpose only and do not have the 
appearance of a rifle, gun, pistol, revolver 
or other traditional firearm;"

Or. en
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(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

While the definition of firearms may be amended to include convertible weapons, some such 
firearms could be excluded under the wording in Annex III (b) in Directive 91/477/EEC. 
Weapons that are replica firearms or given the appearance of a "traditional" firearm should 
not be excluded from the definition of firearm given their use as converted weapons in 
criminal activities.

Amendment by Guido Podestà, Stefano Zappalà, Sergio Berlato, Lapo Pistelli, Roberta 
Angelilli, Nicola Zingaretti, Michl Ebner

Amendment 97
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, POINT (B B) (new)

Annex I, part IV, point (b) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

bb) In point IV, point b) is replace by the 
following:
b) “long firearm” means a firearm with a 
barrel exceeding 30 cm, or whose overall 
length exceeds 60 cm;

Or. it

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

Although the wording of point a) in Annex 1 point 4 seems fairly clear, nevertheless the 
failure to specifically define long firearms in point b) has created certain difficulties of 
interpretation; the misguided practice has arisen of regarding as 'short firearms' firearms 
whose overall length is less than 60 cm but which have a barrel whose total length exceeds 30 
cm.  The proposed wording is clearer, therefore, and would avoid conflicting interpretations.

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 98
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, POINT (B C) (new)
Annex II, point (f) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

bc) In Annex II, point (f) is amended as 
follows:
a) Paragraph 1 is replaced by the 
following:
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"The right to travel to another Member 
State with one or more of the firearms 
mentioned in this pass shall be subject to 
one or more prior corresponding 
authorizations from the Member State 
visited. This or these authorizations shall 
be recorded on the pass." 
b) Paragraph 2 is deleted.
c) Paragraph 3 is replaced by the 
following:
"Where a Member State has informed the 
other Member States that the possession of 
certain firearms in Category B is 
prohibited, the following statement shall be 
added:"
d) Paragraph 5 is deleted.
e) After the final paragraph the following 
paragraph shall be added:
"Where a Member State has informed the 
other Member States that it maintains 
additional requirements to the European 
firearms pass in the interest of legitimate 
public safety aims, such requirements shall 
be notified on the firearms pass."

Or. en

(Wording similar to the Directive)

Justification

This amendment is consistent with the new proposed classification of firearms, and ensures 
certainty for hunters and marksmen using the European firearms pass.

Amendment by Charlotte Cederschiöld

Amendment 99
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, POINT (B D) (new)
Annex II, point (f) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

bd)  In Annex II, point (f) is amended as 
follows:
a) Paragraphs 1 and 2 are replaced by the 
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following:
"The right to travel to another Member 
State with one or more of the firearms 
mentioned in this pass shall be subject to 
one or more prior corresponding 
authorizations from the Member State 
visited. This or these authorizations shall 
be recorded on the pass.

The prior authorization referred to above is 
not necessary in order to travel with a 
firearm with a view to engaging in hunting 
or for the purpose of taking part in target 
shooting, on condition that the traveller is 
in possession of the firearms pass and can 
establish the reason for the journey.”

b) Paragraph 3 is replaced by the 
following:
"Where a Member State has informed the 
other Member States that the possession of 
certain firearms in Category B is 
prohibited, the following statement shall be 
added:”

c) Paragraph 5 is deleted.

Or. sv

Justification

Corresponds to the rapporteur’s wording, but omitting the words "in principle” in point (a). 
The firearms pass should be the only document needed when crossing borders, and the words 
"in principle" open up the possibility of a discretionary interpretation of the legislation.

Amendment by Michl Ebner, Paul Rübig, Alexander Radwan

Amendment 100
ARTICLE 1, POINT 4, POINT (B E) (new)

Annex II, point (f) a (new) (Directive 91/477/EEC)

be) In Annex II, the following point is 
added:
"fa. This pass shall allow members of 
cultural and historical shooting 
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associations to travel to another Member 
State with the weapon specified in the pass 
and its ammunition. Members of such 
associations must be registered with a 
regional or national federation in their 
home country."

Or. de

Justification

The only agreement on ‘historical’ weapons is the 2002 Agreement between the Republic of 
Austria and the Federal Republic of Germany on the mutual recognition of documents for the 
carrying of firearms and ammunition by members of traditional shooting associations and 
marksmen, which makes it possible to transfer weapons between the two countries. There is 
no such agreement in Italy, so that it would not be possible to hold events organised jointly by 
German, Austrian and northern Italian historical shooting associations on Italian territory.


