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Proposal for a recommendation

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 1
Citation 9 a (new)

- having regard to the final declaration of the 4th European Conference on Craft and 
Small Enterprises, which took place in Stuttgart on 16 and 17 April 2007,

Or. fr

Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 2
Citation 9 b (new)

- having regard to its resolution of 23 May 2007 on the impact and consequences of 
the exclusion of health services from the Directive on services in the internal 
market,

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 3
Recital A

A. whereas the Single Market has been a major achievement without precedent in the 
European context, delivering wider choice and lower prices to consumers, creating 
a competitive and dynamic environment for business and enabling ideas and 
experience to be exchanged among European cultures,

Or. en

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 4
Recital A

A. whereas a regulated Single Market can contribute to European integration, (deletion)
economic prosperity and job creation, can benefit consumers and is very important 
with a view to fulfilling the aims of the Lisbon Strategy,

Or. en

Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 5
Recital B

B. whereas the Single Market and its four building blocks – the free movement of 
goods, services, people and capital – have been a decisive step forward in European 
integration,

Or. en

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 6
Recital B

B. whereas the Lisbon Strategy has highlighted the social cohesion objective and 
assumes greater integration of the social and environmental dimensions into the EU’s 
sector-specific policies,

Or. en
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Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 7
Recital C

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 8
Recital C

C. whereas the Lisbon Strategy will lead to structural reforms in the Member States and 
to the opening of markets, but will also increase the need for legislation on fair 
competition, on social and territorial cohesion and on environmental protection,

Or. en

Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 9
Recital C a (new)

Ca. whereas Directive 2006/123/EC on services in the internal market makes significant 
progress towards completing the market in services possible;

Or. fr

Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 10
Recital C a (new)

Ca. whereas the euro has brought transparency, efficiency and ease of access to the 
Single Market,

Or. en
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Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 11
Recital C b (new)

Cb. whereas there are still overt and hidden protectionist attitudes in Member States' 
administrations,

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 12
Recital D

D. whereas there are still many barriers to the implementation of the four fundamental 
freedoms in the Treaty, namely the free movement of people, goods, services and 
capital; whereas it is essential to improve the functioning of the Single Market and to 
concentrate efforts on a barrier-free internal market,

Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 13
Recital D a (new)

Da. whereas there is a need to work towards implementing a dynamic, global and 
flexible approach to the internal market in order to gain the support of our fellow-
citizens, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 14
Recital E

deleted

Or. de



AM\669470EN.doc 5/26 PE 390.449v01-00

EN

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 15
Recital E

E. whereas there is a need to complete the market regulation of network industries, such 
as transport, telecommunications, postal services and energy transport,

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 16
Recital E

E. whereas there is a need to complete the opening of network industries, such as
transport, telecommunications, postal services and energy transport, which are, by 
definition, intended to connect businesses and private individuals; whereas, in terms 
of their development and opening, they are therefore the best means of completing 
the internal market as part of a responsible market economy,  

Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 17
Recital F a (new)

Fa. having regard to the lack of innovation in the European Union by comparison with 
its main competitors,

Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 18
Recital G 

G. whereas the single market is the most efficient tool to address the challenges of 
globalisation, by enabling the European economy to be more competitive and 
dynamic,

Or. en
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Amendment by Andreas Schwab

Amendment 19
Recital H

H. whereas the internal market is constantly changing owing to external developments, 
and whereas internal market policy must therefore always take new developments 
such as EU enlargement and social and technological developments into account,

Or. de

Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 20
Recital H

H. whereas the Commission must take full account of EU enlargement when 
implementing its policies, in particular the Internal Market policy, as well as of the 
impact of those policies in the new Member States,

Or. fr

Amendment by Andreas Schwab

Amendment 21
Recital I (new)

I. whereas the fundamental freedoms of the internal market have still not been 
developed to the full in some areas, and whereas this represents a breach of EU law,

Or. de

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 22
Paragraph 1

1. Takes note of the Commission’s work on the review of the Single Market and 
highlights the importance of including all stakeholders in that process;

Or. en
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Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 23
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the Commission's active role and forward-looking vision for the Single 
Market and its work on the review of the Single Market and highlights the importance 
of including all stakeholders in that process;

Or. en

Amendment by Gary Titley

Amendment 24
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the Commission’s work on the review of the Single Market and highlights 
the importance of including all stakeholders, including civil society organisations 
representing vulnerable groups, in that process;

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 25
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Wishes the Single Market Review to be the occasion for demonstrating to the 
European public all the benefits that they can gain from the effective 
implementation of the internal market; issues an appeal to the Commission and the 
Member States to close the gap between the potential and the reality of the internal
market;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 26
Paragraph 1 b (new)

1b. Stresses the importance of ensuring that all members of the public benefit from the 
internal market; takes the view that some vulnerable groups do not have full access 



PE 390.449v01-00 8/26 AM\669470EN.doc

EN

to it, and points out that Declaration 22 annexed to the Treaty of Amsterdam
provides that the institutions of the Community must take account of the needs of 
persons with a disability in drawing up measures referred to in Article 95 of the 
EC Treaty;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon, Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 27
Paragraph 2

2. Hopes that working relations with the national parliaments may be strengthened so 
that the issues and benefits of the Internal Market become clearer to the national 
representatives of citizens in the Member States; highlights in this regard the 
constructive dialogue between the national parliaments and the European 
Parliament through annual meetings on the Lisbon Agenda as a good example of 
cooperation which could be built upon in the future; 

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 28
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Stresses the overriding need to put into effect the content of the final declaration of 
the 4th European Conference on Craft and Small Enterprises, given the essential 
role of such businesses in the European economy; calls, therefore, for these 
conclusions to be taken into account in the framing and implementation of 
Community policies, in particular in the context of the Single Market Review and 
the review of policy on SMEs;

Or. fr

Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 29
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Calls on the Commission to supplement its assessment of the contribution made by 
the internal market with an in-depth analysis of the social and environmental 
impact of its achievements;
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Or. fr

Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 30
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Regrets that Member States do not feel enough ownership of the Single Market on a 
practical level;

Or. en

Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 31
Paragraph 2 c (new)

2c. Recognises that in a Single Market delivering quality of life, environmental and 
consumer protection concerns need to be taken into account;

Or. en

Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 32
Paragraph 2 d (new)

2d. Regrets that markets, especially in fields such as energy, rail transport, postal 
services and telecommunications, remain strongholds of nationalistic industrial 
policies;

Or. en

Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 33
Paragraph 3

3. Holds the view that new policy initiatives should be more driven by an analysis of the 
impact they have on various markets, economic sectors and the environment;

Or. en
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Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 34
Paragraph 3

3. Holds the view that new policy initiatives should be more driven by an analysis of the 
problems specific to each economic sector, and in particular should be accompanied 
by an assessment of the social consequences of the planned measures;

Or. de

Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 35
Paragraph 4

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Andreas Schwab

Amendment 36
Article 4

4. Reiterates – given that social cohesion and peace constitute an essential prerequisite
for the functioning of the internal market – the importance of boosting citizens’ 
confidence by improving the supply of training and promoting equal opportunities 
and awareness of protection of health and the environment while respecting European 
cultural diversity; (deletion)

Or. en

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 37
Paragraph 4

4. Reiterates – given that social and territorial cohesion is one of the essential 
components of the internal market – the importance of boosting citizens’ confidence 
by promoting social and environmental objectives common to the Member States, 
such as quality jobs, equality of opportunity, and protection of health and the 
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environment while respecting European cultural diversity; calls on the Commission to 
ensure that Europe performs its protective function in these areas and to avoid 
regulatory competition between the Member States;

Or. en

Amendment by Gary Titley

Amendment 38
Paragraph 4

4. Reiterates – given that social cohesion is one of the essential components of the 
internal market – the importance of boosting citizens’ confidence by promoting social 
objectives common to the Member States, such as quality jobs, equality of 
opportunity, non-discrimination and access for disabled people, and protection of 
health and the environment while respecting European cultural diversity; calls on the 
Commission to ensure that Europe performs its protective function in these areas and 
to avoid regulatory competition between the Member States;

Or. en

Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 39
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Stresses that only social cohesion, combined with consistent consumer protection, 
can lead to an improved perception, by the public, of the benefits of the 
achievements of the European internal market;

Or. de

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 40
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Stresses the importance of encouraging the free movement of workers within the 
internal market; points out that the mobility of workers inside the Union's borders is 
a major positive element promoting the competitiveness of businesses, and that it 
stimulates innovation by means of exchanges of expertise and increased 
competition;

Or. fr



PE 390.449v01-00 12/26 AM\669470EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 41
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses that a good Single Market policy is fundamental to the stimulation of 
innovation through increased competition and to a business-friendly environment (of 
special importance to SMEs), while promoting the social and environmental 
objectives of the European Union;

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 42
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses that a good Single Market policy is fundamental to the stimulation of 
innovation through increased competition and to a business-friendly environment (of 
special importance to SMEs); calls on the Commission and the Member States, in 
particular, to implement practical measures designed to support the innovative 
potential of small and craft businesses, especially by defining tools for financing 
innovation which are adapted to the specific characteristics of such businesses;

Or. fr

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 43
Paragraph 6

6. Urges the Commission to adopt a global strategy concerning intellectual property 
rights (deletion) as a tool to support innovation, promote Europe’s industrial capacity 
and encourage its growth; highlights the importance of establishing a Community 
Patent and a judicial system in which the CJEC would be the court of last instance; 
notes the Commission Communication of 3 April on improving the patent system in 
Europe;

Or. en
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Amendment by Jacques Toubon, Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 44
Paragraph 6

6. Urges the Commission to adopt a global strategy concerning intellectual property 
rights and to strengthen the protection of those rights as a tool to support innovation, 
promote Europe’s industrial capacity and encourage its growth; highlights the 
importance of establishing a Community Patent and a high-quality, cost-effective, 
innovation-friendly judicial system for European patents respecting the competence 
of the ECJ; notes the Commission Communication of 3 April on improving the patent 
system in Europe; 

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 45
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Considers that an effective competition policy will help build consumer confidence,
ensuring citizens benefit from more choice, lower prices and higher quality; calls on 
the Commission to explore how better to integrate competition policy measures into 
wider Single Market policy;

Or. en

Amendment by Andreas Schwab

Amendment 46
Paragraph 8

8. Holds the view that tackling climate change and ensuring sustainable development are 
of paramount importance, and can be achieved only with a balanced energy mix, and 
that a Single Market policy promoting sustainable and competitive energy is vital to 
those ends; welcomes the conclusions of the European Spring Summit 2007; regrets, 
however, that insufficient emphasis was placed on the potential contribution of nuclear 
power;

Or. de
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Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 47
Paragraph 8

8. Holds the view that tackling climate change and ensuring sustainable development are 
of paramount importance and that a Single Market policy promoting sustainable and 
competitive energy is vital to those ends; welcomes the conclusions of the European 
Spring Summit 2007; (deletion)

Or. de

Amendment by Wolfgang Bulfon

Amendment 48
Paragraph 8

8. Holds the view that tackling climate change and ensuring sustainable development are 
of paramount importance and that a Single Market policy promoting sustainable and 
competitive energy is vital to those ends; welcomes the conclusions of the European 
Spring Summit 2007; (deletion)

Or. de

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 49
Paragraph 8

8. Holds the view that tackling climate change and ensuring sustainable development are 
of paramount importance and that a Single Market policy promoting sustainable and 
competitive energy is vital to those ends; welcomes the conclusions of the European 
Spring Summit 2007; stresses that, in its written declaration on establishing a green 
hydrogen economy and a third industrial revolution in Europe, Parliament called 
on the EU institutions to pursue a 20% increase in energy efficiency by 2020, reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 30% by 2020 (compared to 1990 levels) and produce 
33% of electricity and 25% of overall energy from renewable energy sources by 
2020;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 50
Paragraph 9

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 51
Paragraph 9

9. Welcomes the Commission initiatives seeking to identify, at an initial stage, common 
principles on Services of General Interest and to clarify ambiguities in the fields of 
health services and social services of General Interest in the Internal Market ; 
considers that strong and modern services of general interest are necessary in order 
to achieve public-interest objectives, such as social and territorial cohesion, 
environmental protection and cultural diversity; recalls that, according to the 
Treaty, services of general economic interest are subject to the Treaty rules only 'in 
so far as the application of such rules does not obstruct the performance, in law or 
in fact, of the particular tasks assigned to them'; welcomes the fact that the 
European Commission, in its 2004 White Paper, recognised that 'the effective 
performance of a general interest task prevails, in case of tension, over the 
application of Treaty rules'; considers that a EU horizontal legal framework would 
be the most appropriate way to bring legal certainty regarding the elaboration of 
common criteria and of common objectives for services of general economic 
interest, such as universal access, territorial and social cohesion, quality, continuity, 
equality, security, safety, consumers’ and users’ rights, transparency, citizens’ 
democratic participation and sustainable development;

Or. en

Amendment by Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 52
Paragraph 9

9. Welcomes the Commission initiatives seeking to identify, at an initial stage, common 
principles in respect of state aid and public procurement rules applicable to Services 
of General Interest and to clarify ambiguities in the fields of health services and social 
services of General Interest in the Internal Market; 

Or. en
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Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 53
Paragraph 10

10. (Deletion) Welcomes (deletion) the Commission’s Green Paper on the review of the 
consumer acquis; notes that the current minimum harmonisation clauses in the eight 
directives covered by the review are a source of legal uncertainty for businesses and 
consumers; considers, therefore, without wishing to predict the result of the 
consultation, that the mixed option approach, with a horizontal instrument, is the most 
appropriate with a view to strengthening consumer confidence;;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 54
Paragraph 10 a (new)

10a. Points out that only 6% of consumers make use of cross-border electronic 
commerce in goods; stresses, therefore, the importance of increasing consumer 
confidence in cross-border purchases by putting an end to the fragmentation of the 
internal market in the digital environment; to that end, encourages the Commission 
to provide support for an appropriate framework for the development of electronic 
commerce, to create a more favourable economic environment, to improve the 
quality of legislation, and to strengthen consumers' rights and the situation of small 
businessmen on markets;

Or. fr

Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 55
Paragraph 10

10. Stresses the need to make consumer law more effective, in order to increase
consumer confidence in cross-border purchases; welcomes, therefore, the 
Commission’s Green Paper on the review of the consumer acquis; notes that the 
current minimum harmonisation clauses are a source of legal uncertainty for 
businesses and consumers; considers, therefore, without wishing to predict the result 
of the consultation, that the mixed option approach, with a horizontal instrument, is 
the most appropriate with a view to strengthening consumer confidence;;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 56
Paragraph 10 a (new)

10a. Stresses that neither consumers nor service providers are always able to determine 
which legal regime is applicable to each aspect of their activities; calls, therefore, on 
the Commission to propose a clarification of the interaction between private 
international law instruments and internal market instruments with a view to 
leaving no doubt as to when home or host country legislation or regulation applies 
and to leave no gaps in the liability regime applicable to service providers;

Or. en

Amendment by Gary Titley

Amendment 57
Paragraph 10 a (new)

10a. Calls for standardisation at all sectorial levels, with the aim of improving
accessibility for disabled people, the elderly and children; stresses the importance 
that this process has had in areas such as urban buses, lifts, electrical appliances 
and ICT in extending the benefits of the internal market to vulnerable citizens and 
in creating greater certainty and preventing the creation of barriers for industry in 
the European Union;

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 58
Paragraph 11

11. Stresses that public contracts must be awarded in a fair and transparent manner, 
observing public procurement rules, and that they may also help promote innovation 
and technological development and help respond to environmental and social 
concerns, including accessibility for disabled people; calls on the Commission to 
encourage the Member States to promote access for SMEs to public procurement 
contracts;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 59
Paragraph 11

11. Stresses that public contracts must be awarded in a fair and transparent manner, 
observing public procurement rules, and that they may also help promote innovation 
and technological development; calls on the Commission to encourage Member 
States to improve access for SMEs to public procurement contracts and to apply pre-
commercial procurement to improve the innovative capacity of the single market;

Or. en

Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 60
Paragraph 12

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 61
Paragraph 12

12. Holds the view that the free movement of goods is vital for the efficiency of the Single 
Market; points out that 25% of the goods manufactured in the European Union are 
still not covered by harmonisation measures; welcomes, therefore, the Commission 
initiative to improve the functioning of the Internal Market in that field; calls on the 
Member States to make full use of mutual recognition to ensure the exercise of this 
fundamental freedom in the interest of consumers and businesses;

Or. fr

Amendment by Andreas Schwab

Amendment 62
Paragraph 12

12. Regrets the fact that the principle of mutual recognition, which is very 
unbureaucratic and complies with the subsidiarity principle, and the basic 
application of which among Member States is a prerequisite for cooperation within 
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the European Union based on trust, is taken into account or applied adequately in 
many areas; regards this as a breach of the basic idea of European integration; calls 
on the Member States to contribute to the improved application of this principle;

Or. de

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 63
Paragraph 13

13. Holds the view that informal networks, such as Solvit and the European Consumer 
Centres Network (ECC-Net), are an important complement to the formal and legal 
tools available to citizens and enterprises; welcomes the initiative to establish the 
Internal Market information network (IMI - Internal Market Information system);
calls for more publicity and staff resources to be made available, in order to make 
these networks fully effective;

Or. fr

Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 64
Paragraph 13

13. Holds the view that informal networks, such as Solvit and the European Consumer 
Centres Network (ECC-Net), are an important complement to the formal and legal 
tools available to citizens and enterprises; welcomes the initiative to establish the 
Internal Market information network (IMI); calls on the Commission to improve its 
information strategy so that the public and businesses know that these networks 
exist; 

Or. de

Amendment by Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 65
Paragraph 14

14. Welcomes the Commission initiatives to reduce the administrative burdens for 
businesses and urges that further such efforts be made to improve access to the Single 
Market without reducing the necessary protection for citizens, consumers and 
employees;
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Or. en

Amendment by Alexander Stubb

Amendment 66
Paragraph 15

15. Stresses that harmonisation and mutual recognition are complementary elements with 
their respective advantages in building the Single Market, and that a right balance in 
using these methods needs to be found; welcomes the Commission's proposal within 
the goods package for legislation defining procedures to implement the principle of
mutual recognition in its full potential;

Or. en

Amendment by Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 67
Paragraph 15

15. Stresses that mutual recognition is an important aspect of the internal market which does 
not prevent the approximation of legislation where appropriate;

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon, Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 68
Paragraph 16

16. Stresses, however, that the 21st century Single Market must operate within a set of 
necessary and proportionate rules; believes greater harmonisation may be necessary in 
certain areas, in particular retail financial services (including means of payment) and 
taxation; welcomes the Commission green paper on retail financial services and, 
while recognising the local nature of retail financial services, urges the Commission 
to promote further the steps already taken and being taken to create the conditions 
for a single market in which consumers and suppliers can choose to participate; is 
of the opinion that to this end greater consumer testing of possible initiatives should 
always be undertaken; urges the Commission (deletion) to push ahead with its 
proposals concerning a common consolidated corporate tax base;

Or. en
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Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 69
Paragraph 16

16. Stresses, however, that the 21st century Single Market must operate within a set of 
necessary and proportionate rules; insists, therefore, on the pursuit of harmonisation in 
key areas such as the services sector, in particular retail financial services (including 
means of payment) and taxation; urges the Commission, on this last point, to push 
ahead with its proposals concerning a common consolidated corporate tax base;

Or. en

Amendment by Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 70
Paragraph 17

17. Emphasises that 'better' is not necessarily 'less' regulation; urges the Commission to 
consider new initiatives in order to improve the functioning and integration of the 
internal market and to consolidate and simplify legislation; 

Or. en

Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 71
Paragraph 17

17. Emphasises that 'better' is not necessarily 'less' regulation; urges the Commission to 
propose new rules in order to improve the functioning and integration of the internal 
market and to consolidate and simplify legislation;

Or. de

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 72
Paragraph 17

17. Emphasises that 'better' is not just 'less' regulation; urges the Commission to propose 
new rules, where they prove to be necessary, in order to improve the functioning and 
integration of the internal market and to consolidate and simplify legislation;
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Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 73
Paragraph 17 a (new)

17a. Considers that the Commission's consultation procedures must be more transparent 
and targeted in order to encourage all stakeholders, and in particular SMEs, to 
participate;

Or. fr

Amendment by Gary Titley

Amendment 74
Paragraph 18

18. Holds the view that Commission impact studies, including social impact studies, need 
to be more consistent and take account of all stakeholder views, including those 
groups of vulnerable consumers such as disabled people, the elderly and children;
welcomes, therefore, the establishment of the Commission’s impact assessment board 
and asks the Commission for the board’s opinions to be made public; calls for more 
impact assessments to be carried out by the European Parliament in support of its 
proposals;

Or. en

Amendment by Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 75
Paragraph 18 a (new)

18a. Calls on the Commission to incorporate an 'Internal Market Test' into the better 
regulation mechanisms, as advocated by the European Parliament, to ensure that 
regulators always take into account the implications of their actions on the four 
freedoms within the single market; 

Or. en
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Amendment by Evelyne Gebhardt

Amendment 76
Paragraph 20

20. Shares the Commission’s view that co-regulation and self-regulation can be tools 
which may complement legislative initiatives in some areas, while respecting the 
legislator's prerogatives;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 77
Paragraph 20

20. Shares the Commission’s view that co-regulation and self-regulation are tools which 
may complement legislative initiatives in some areas; also stresses the effectiveness 
of closer cooperation in some areas, making it possible to move towards 
harmonisation on a voluntary basis;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 78
Paragraph 21

21. Holds that inadequate transposition is one of the major barriers to the completion of 
the internal market and that the Member States are responsible for improving 
transposition and implementation of new EU legislation; welcomes the improvement 
in national transposition and the new aim of the European Spring Summit gradually to 
reduce the ‘target’ transposition deficit to 1%; calls on the Member States to avoid the 
pitfall of national over-regulation (gold-plating);

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 79
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a. Stresses the importance of strengthening and improving administrative cooperation 
between the relevant authorities in the Member States which are responsible for the 
internal market;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 80
Paragraph 22

22. Regrets the fact that some Member States are taking measures to protect their 
national markets; emphasises the importance of achieving a level playing field in the 
Internal Market; stresses that a well-functioning Single Market constitutes a 
competitive advantage for Europe in the face of globalisation;

Or. fr

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 81
Paragraph 22

22. Emphasises the importance of achieving a level playing field in the Internal Market; 
stresses that a well-functioning Single Market constitutes an asset for Europe in the 
face of globalisation;

Or. en
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Amendment by Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 82
Paragraph 23

23. Calls on the Commission, when framing internal policies, systematically to evaluate and 
take into consideration similar policies implemented by the EU’s major partners (US, 
Russia, China, India, Brazil, Japan, etc.) with a view to improving the European 
Union’s competitiveness and removing barriers to global trade;

Or. en

Amendment by Jacques Toubon

Amendment 83
Paragraph 25 

25. Holds the view that the European Union will only be able to thrive in a global 
economy if it matches and even improves on the innovation capacity of its trading 
partners; insist on the fact that the European Union needs specific measures to 
make the single market more innovative; furthermore, calls on the European Union
to position itself as an entity with regard to future trends in the global economy so as 
to ensure the efficiency of the European Union's trade defence and sustainable 
competitiveness; is of the opinion that the Transatlantic Internal Market could be 
one of the appropriate instruments to achieve this;

Or. en

Amendment by Pierre Jonckheer, Heide Rühle

Amendment 84
Paragraph 25 

25. Recommends that the Commission exercise caution in any reform of the EU’s 
regulatory safeguard clauses against unchecked globalisation; stresses that the EU’s 
existing trade defence instruments are effective and vital to sustainable development  
and jobs in a fast-changing world economy and that this reform process should 
involve reciprocal concessions with a view to concluding the WTO’s Doha Round 
negotiations;

Or. en
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Amendment by Malcolm Harbour

Amendment 85
Paragraph 25 

25. Takes note of the Commission’s initiative to engage in a comprehensive review of 
the European Union’s trade defence instruments; stresses that effective trade defence 
instruments can be effective and vital to competitiveness, growth and jobs in a fast-
changing world economy; recalls that the European Union should also continue to 
maintain the leadership it has shown in the past in improving and strengthening 
discipline at the WTO level;

Or. en


