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supporting research and development performing SMEs undertaken by several Member States

Proposal for a decision (COM(2007)0514 – C6-0281/2007 – 2007/0188(COD))

Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment by Paul Rübig, Lena Ek, David Hammerstein

Amendment 12
Recital 10 a (new)

(10a) The activities aimed at contributing to
the Eurostars Joint Programme consist 
primarily in R&D activities driven by one 
or more R&D performing SME(s) 
established in the participating Member 
States and the other participating countries.
For each project selected following a call 
for proposals, the R&D performing SME(s) 
should collectively execute at least 50% of 
the overall R&D activities within that
project.

Or. en

Justification

Too many R&D performing SMEs are excluded with a fixed limit of 50 % contribution 
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mentioned in the articles. By mentioning the goal of 50% in the recitals, the High Level 
Group is urged to prefer SMEs with a contribution of at least 50% but should also be allowed 
to make exceptions for more market based SMEs.

Amendment by Dragoş Florin David

Amendment 13
Recital 20

(20) In order to efficiently implement the 
Eurostars Joint Programme, the dedicated 
implementation structure should grant 
financial support to third parties 
participating in the Eurostars Joint 
Programme selected following calls for 
proposals.

(20) In order to efficiently implement the 
Eurostars Joint Programme, the dedicated 
implementation structure should grant 
financial support to third parties 
participating in the Eurostars Joint 
Programme selected following calls for 
proposals, classified in order of submission 
of eligible projects.

Or. ro

Justification

The Eurostars program should work in a transparent and non-bureaucratic way, which is to 
achieve with a lump sum or a flat rate payment.

Amendment by Gunnar Hökmark

Amendment 14
Recital 27 a (new)

(27a) Monitoring of the implementation of 
the Eurostars Joint Programme must be 
cost-effective and must not impose an 
unnecessary burden on small and medium-
sized enterprises participating in the 
programme. The requirements imposed 
must be clear and relevant and so framed 
that the individual undertakings can easily, 
on the basis of their activities, answer the 
questions put to them. 

Or. sv
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Amendment by Dragoş Florin David

Amendment 15
Recital 27 a (new)

(27a) The Commission should set up a data 
base containing the results of the projects 
and continue to make this information 
available for a period of at least two years.

Or. ro

Justification

It is important to set up a European research and innovation data base.

Amendment by Gunnar Hökmark

Amendment 16
Article 13, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. If the evaluation referred to in 
paragraph 2 shows that the support criteria 
are so strict that not enough proposals are 
being granted support, the Commission and 
the dedicated implementation structure 
shall amend the general agreement 
provided for in Article 4 and alter these 
criteria. The simplification of regulation 
decided with reference to undertakings' 
administrative burdens must also apply in 
the Commission's contacts with the 
interested parties relating to these 
questions.

Or. sv

Amendment by Pia Elda Locatelli

Amendment 17
Annex I, section II Activities, point 2
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(2) executed for their core part by the R&D 
performing SME(s), which should 
contribute for at least 50% of the costs 
related to R&D within the project. Minor 
subcontracting may be accounted for, if 
necessary for the project. 

(2) executed for their core part by the R&D 
performing SME(s). For each project, the 
R&D performing SME(s) should
collectively execute at least 50% of the
overall R&D activities within the project. 
Minor subcontracting may be accounted for, 
if necessary for the project. 

Or. en

Justification

The Eurostars Joint Programme is targeting R&D performing SMEs. It will financially 
support projects initiated and driven by such SMEs. Within FP7, there are already specific 
actions for SMEs with little or no research capacities, under "research for the benefit of 
SMEs" in the Capacities Specific Programme. A main requirement within Eurostars is 
therefore that the participating R&D performing SMEs should be able to carry out the major 
part of the R&D work themselves, but of course in collaboration with other partners, which 
can be other SMEs, large enterprises, research institutions or universities. It is important to 
note that it is the group of participation R&D performing SMEs which should collectively 
participate in at least 50% of R&D effort within the project, and not each individual SME
participant.

Amendment by Paul Rübig, Lena Ek, David Hammerstein

Amendment 18
Annex I, section II Activities, point 2

(2) executed for their core part by the R&D 
performing SME(s), which should 
contribute for at least 50% of the costs 
related to R&D within the project. Minor 
subcontracting may be accounted for, if 
necessary for the project. 

(2) executed for their core part by the R&D 
performing SME(s). Minor subcontracting 
may be accounted for, if necessary for the 
project.

Or. en

Justification

Too many R&D performing SMEs are excluded with a fixed limit of 50 % contribution. By 
mentioning the goal of 50% in the recitals, the High Level Group is urged to prefer SMEs 
with a contribution of at least 50% but should also be allowed to make exceptions for more 
market based SMEs.
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Amendment by Paul Rübig

Amendment 19
Annex I, section IV Programme implementation, paragraph 1 a (new)

The dedicated implementation structure 
shall take appropriate measures to give 
recognition to the Community contribution
to the Eurostars Joint Programme both in 
the programme generally and in individual 
projects, including the use of a Community
logo in all published material relating to 
the Eurostars Joint Programme.

Or. en

Justification

 The contribution of the European Union should be made visible.
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