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Amendment by Erna Hennicot-Schoepges

Amendment 31
Recital 4 a (new)

(4a) From a regulatory perspective, 
legislation relating to mobile satellite 
services (MSS) adopted before the 
telecommunications package is revised 
would be problematic and it should 
therefore be adopted only as a strictly 
exceptional arrangement.

Or. en

Amendment by Angelika Niebler

Amendment 32
Recital 12

(12) Moreover, the successful launch of such (12) Moreover, the successful launch of such 
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services requires coordination of regulatory 
action by Member States. Differences in 
national selection procedures could still 
create fragmentation of the internal market 
due to the divergent implementation of 
selection criteria, including the weighting of 
the criteria, or different timescales of the 
selection procedures. This would result in a 
patchwork of successful applicants selected 
in contradiction with the pan-European 
nature of these mobile satellite services. 
Selection of different mobile satellite 
operators by different Member States could 
imply complex harmful interference 
situations or could even mean that a selected 
operator is prevented from providing a pan-
European service, for instance where 
different radio frequencies are assigned to 
the operator in different Member States. 
Therefore, harmonisation of the selection 
criteria should be supplemented by the 
establishment of a common selection 
mechanism that would provide a coordinated 
selection outcome for all Member States.

services requires coordination of regulatory 
action by Member States. Differences in 
national selection procedures could still 
create fragmentation of the internal market 
due to the divergent implementation of 
selection criteria, including the weighting of 
the criteria, or different timescales of the 
selection procedures. This would result in a 
patchwork of successful applicants selected 
in contradiction with the pan-European 
nature of these mobile satellite services. 
Selection of different mobile satellite 
operators by different Member States could 
imply complex harmful interference 
situations or could even mean that a selected 
operator is prevented from providing a pan-
European service, for instance where 
different radio frequencies are assigned to 
the operator in different Member States. 
Therefore, harmonisation of the selection 
criteria should be supplemented by the 
establishment of a common selection 
mechanism that would provide a coordinated 
selection outcome for all Member States.
With regard to the powers of the Member 
States to safeguard and promote cultural 
diversity and media pluralism in 
broadcasting it should be ensured that the 
application of national law on the media 
and on media concentration remains 
unaffected by the coordinated selection 
decision.

Or. de

Justification

It should be made clear in the legal text that the powers of the Member States with regard to 
the application of national law on the media and on media concentration will remain 
unaffected by the selection decision.

Amendment by Anni Podimata

Amendment 33
Article 1, paragraph 1
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1. The purpose of this Decision is to create a 
Community procedure for the common 
selection of operators of mobile satellite 
systems as well as to lay down provisions 
for the coordinated authorisation by Member 
States of the selected operators to use radio 
spectrum for the operation of mobile satellite 
systems, in order to facilitate the 
development of a competitive internal 
market for mobile satellite services in the 
Community.

1. The purpose of this Decision is to create a 
Community procedure for the common 
selection of operators of mobile satellite 
systems as well as to lay down provisions 
for the coordinated authorisation by all  
Member States of the selected operators to 
use radio spectrum for the operation of 
mobile satellite systems, in order to facilitate 
the development of a competitive internal 
market for mobile satellite services 
throughout the Community and in order to 
ensure geographic coverage of all the 
Member States.

Or. fr

Justification

The pan-European nature of the proposed mobile satellite services should be emphasised.

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 34
Article 1, paragraph 1

1. The purpose of this Decision is to create a 
Community procedure for the common 
selection of operators of mobile satellite 
systems as well as to lay down provisions 
for the coordinated authorisation by Member 
States of the selected operators to use radio 
spectrum for the operation of mobile satellite 
systems, in order to facilitate the 
development of a competitive internal 
market for mobile satellite services in the 
Community.

1. The purpose of this Decision is to create a 
Community procedure for the common 
selection of operators of mobile satellite 
systems as well as to lay down provisions 
for the coordinated authorisation by all 
Member States of the selected operators to 
use radio spectrum for the operation of 
mobile satellite systems, in order to facilitate 
the development of a competitive internal 
market for mobile satellite services across 
the Community.

Or. en

Justification

Since eventually all Member States will grant a licence.
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Amendment by Atanas Paparizov

Amendment 35
Article 1, paragraph 1

1. The purpose of this Decision is to create a 
Community procedure for the common 
selection of operators of mobile satellite 
systems as well as to lay down provisions 
for the coordinated authorisation by Member 
States of the selected operators to use radio 
spectrum for the operation of mobile satellite 
systems, in order to facilitate the 
development of a competitive internal 
market for mobile satellite services in the 
Community.

1. The purpose of this Decision is to create a 
Community procedure for the common 
selection of operators of mobile satellite 
systems as well as to lay down provisions 
for the coordinated authorisation by Member 
States of the selected operators to use radio 
spectrum for the operation of mobile satellite 
systems, in order to facilitate the 
development of a competitive internal 
market for mobile satellite services in all 
Member States.

Or. en

Justification

The pan-European nature of the proposed mobile satellite services should be emphasised in 
such a way to be clear that all Member States would be covered.

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 36
Article 1, paragraph 3

3. The selected operators of mobile satellite 
systems shall be authorised by Member
States in accordance with the provisions laid 
down in Title III.

3. The selected operators of mobile satellite 
systems shall be authorised by all Member 
States in accordance with the provisions laid 
down in Title III.

Or. en

Justification

Since eventually all Member States will grant a licence.
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Amendment by Anni Podimata

Amendment 37
Article 1, paragraph 3

3. The selected operators of mobile satellite 
systems shall be authorised by Member 
States in accordance with the provisions laid 
down in Title III.

3. The selected operators of mobile satellite 
systems shall be authorised by all Member 
States in accordance with the provisions laid 
down in Title III.

Or. fr

Justification

The pan-European nature of the proposed mobile satellite services should be emphasised.

Amendment by Anni Podimata

Amendment 38
Article 3, paragraph 1

1. A comparative selection procedure shall 
be organised by the Commission for the 
selection of operators of mobile satellite 
systems. The Commission shall be assisted 
by the Communications Committee in 
accordance with Article 10.

1. A comparative selection procedure shall 
be organised by the Commission for the 
selection of operators of mobile satellite 
systems, with the aim of providing services 
ensuring geographic coverage of all 
Member States of the European Union. The 
Commission shall be assisted by the 
Communications Committee in accordance 
with Article 10.

Or. fr

Justification

The pan-European nature of the proposed mobile satellite services should be emphasised.

Amendment by Anni Podimata

Amendment 39
Article 3, paragraph 2

2. The procedure shall aim to bring the 2. The procedure shall aim to bring the 
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2 GHz frequency band into use without 
undue delay while allowing applicants a fair 
and non-discriminatory opportunity to 
participate in the comparative selection 
procedure.

2 GHz frequency band into use without 
undue delay while allowing applicants a fair 
and non-discriminatory opportunity to 
participate in the comparative selection 
procedure; by the same token, that 
procedure must take place with due regard 
for the principles of transparency and 
independence in relation to the applicants.

Or. fr

Justification

In addition to the fair and non-discriminatory conditions for participating in the comparative 
selection procedure to be used for candidates, it is important to stress that the procedure must 
take place, as well, with due regard for the principles of transparency and independence in 
relation to the applicants.

Amendment by Jean-Pierre Audy

Amendment 40
Article 3, paragraph 3

3. The Commission shall define, in 
accordance with the procedure referred to in 
Article 10(2):

3. The Commission shall define, in 
accordance with the procedure referred to in 
Article 10(2):

(a) the frequency bands;
(b) the amount of spectrum to be assigned to 
the selected applicants;

(a) the amount of spectrum to be assigned to 
the selected applicants, which shall be no 
more than 15 MHz for Earth to space and 
15 MHz for space to Earth assigned to any 
one applicant;

(c) detailed requirements of the comparative 
selection procedure;

(b) detailed requirements of the comparative 
selection procedure;

(d) the particulars and documents to be 
included in applications;

(c) the particulars and documents to be 
included in applications;

(e) the conditions under which information 
about applications can be disclosed.

(d) the conditions under which information 
about applications can be disclosed.

The call for applications and any detailed 
requirements defined pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be published in the Official 
Journal of the European Union.

The call for applications and any detailed 
requirements defined pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be published in the Official 
Journal of the European Union.
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Or. en

Justification

The frequency bands are already defined at article 1.5. This point a) is therefore useless.

Amendment by Atanas Paparizov

Amendment 41
Article 4, paragraph 1, point (b) 

(b) applications shall identify the amount of 
radio spectrum requested and shall include 

(b) applications shall identify the amount of 
radio spectrum requested and shall include:

statements and evidence concerning the 
required milestones and the selection criteria 

(i) statements and evidence concerning the 
required milestones and the selection criteria 

(ii) a commitment on the part of the 
applicant to provide MSS in at least part of 
the territory of every Member State from 
the commencement of the service;
(iii) a commitment on the part of the 
applicant to provide MSS in at least 80% of 
the aggregate land area of the Member 
States from the commencement of the 
service;
(iv) a schedule for providing MSS in all the 
territory of  all the Member States and to at 
least 50 % of the population of each 
Member State.

as well as any other particulars and 
documents.

(v) any other particulars and documents.

Or. en

Justification

As the consumer and competitive benefits, the pan-European coverage and the public interest 
services are the key objectives of the Decision there should be some minimum requirements 
about the content of the applications to be submitted, clearly stating that the afore-mentioned 
objectives are met. The requirement about 80% of partial coverage of the Member States’ 
territories and 50 % coverage of the population of each particular Member State is 
introduced in order to have sufficient guarantee that no Member State would be left behind.
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Amendment by Erna Hennicot-Schoepges

Amendment 42
Article 4, paragraph 1, point (b a) (new)

(ba) applications shall also include a 
detailed analysis of the proposed system 
and, for each Member State, of the ITU 
coordination issues with respect to filings 
for satellite networks submitted to the ITU 
by third countries up to the date of 
publication of the call for applications.

Or. en

Justification

Candidates might offer to cover large parts of the EU territory, but if they are not relying on 
a high priority filing, they may be unable to coordinate with third country satellite systems in 
all or part of the declared coverage zone. It is therefore important to take into account only 
those coverage zones where candidates have a serious chance to really deploy their service in 
accordance with ITU Radio Regulations. A detailed analysis is needed in order to take into 
account only those territories where there is a high probability that services will really be 
offered.

Amendment by Catherine Trautmann, Jean-Pierre Audy, Erna Hennicot-Schoepges, Paul 
Rübig, Pilar del Castillo Vera, Dominique Vlasto, Dieter-Lebrecht Koch, Robert Goebbels

Amendment 43
Article 4, paragraph 1, point (b a) (new)

(ba) Furthermore, applications shall 
include a commitment on the part of the 
applicant to ensure that the system 
proposed will provide service in at least 
60% of the aggregate land area of the 
Member States lying within Europe.

Or. en
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Amendment by Catherine Trautmann, Jean-Pierre Audy, Erna Hennicot-Schoepges, Paul 
Rübig, Pilar del Castillo Vera, Dominique Vlasto, Dieter-Lebrecht Koch, Robert Goebbels

Amendment 44
Article 5, paragraph 1

1. Within 40 working days following 
publication of the list of admissible 
applicants, the Commission shall assess 
whether applicants have demonstrated the 
required level of technical and commercial 
development of their respective mobile 
satellite systems. Such assessment shall rely 
on the completion of a number of the
milestones listed in the Annex to this 
Decision. These milestones will be further 
defined by the Commission in accordance 
with the procedure referred to in Article 
10(2). Credibility and viability of the 
proposed mobile satellite systems shall be 
taken into account throughout this selection 
phase.

1. Within 40 working days following 
publication of the list of admissible 
applicants, the Commission shall assess 
whether applicants have demonstrated the 
required level of technical and commercial 
development of their respective mobile 
satellite systems. Such assessment shall rely 
on the satisfactory completion of milestones 
one to five as set out in the Annex to this 
Decision. . Credibility of applicants and 
viability of the proposed mobile satellite 
systems shall be taken into account 
throughout this selection phase.

Or. en

Justification

Candidates providing objective requirements shall be allowed to participate in the first 
selection phase on a fair and non-discriminatory basis. 

Milestones one to five are the initial steps of a satellite investment, therefore enabling public 
authorities to assess the real commitment of applicants with credible projects.

Initial service area coverage of the proposed mobile satellite systems should be set at a 
sufficient level, therefore leveraging the coverage capacity of such systems, while ensuring 
that the initial step does not risk discouraging needed investments by candidate operators.

Amendment by Atanas Paparizov

Amendment 45
Article 5, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Applicants shall fulfil the following 
minimum requirements:
(a) pan-European geographic coverage:
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The proposed system provides coverage in 
at least 80% of the aggregate land area of 
the Member States lying within Europe at 
the time of commencement of the service;
(b) public policy objective: 
The proposed system includes:

 the provision of one or more vital public 
interest services (such as public protection, 
disaster relief) that contribute to the 
protection of the health, safety or security 
of citizens of the Union,

 the provision of two-way (interactive) 
high-speed data services in the Member 
States with a broadband penetration below 
the EU average calculated on the basis of 
the data available no later than six months 
before the submission of the application.

Or. en

Justification

Consumer and competitive benefits, pan-European coverage and public interest services are 
the key objectives of the Decision. They therefore need to be included as first phase selection 
criteria to ensure that they are fulfilled even in the absence of any second phase of selection.

As mentioned in recitals 2, 3 and 5 of the Proposal, these services could in particular improve 
coverage of rural areas in the Community, thus bridging the digital divide in terms of 
geography, contributing to the competitiveness of European information and communication 
technology industries in line with the objectives of the Lisbon strategy. Therefore, there 
should be a measurable criterion on the bridging the digital divide in terms of geography. In 
this respect the introduction of a requirement for provision of MSS in those Member States 
with a broadband penetration bellow the EU average, based on the available data not later 
than 6 months before the submission of the application, is proposed.

Amendment by Anni Podimata

Amendment 46
Article 5, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Applicants must fulfil the following 
minimum requirements:
(a) consumer and competitive benefits:
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The proposed system shall provide at least 
two of the following: one-way multimedia 
and data services; basic interactive low-
speed voice data services; high-speed two-
way (interactive) data services and 
multimedia services; 
(b) pan-European geographic coverage:
The aim of the proposed system shall be to 
provide mobile satellite services ensuring 
geographic coverage of all Member States 
of the European Union. In accordance with 
current circumstances, however, the 
proposed system must provide mobile 
satellite services ensuring geographic 
coverage of at least 70% of the territory of 
the Member States of the European Union 
when the service is established, and must 
undertake, as soon as the service is 
established, to ensure geographic coverage 
of all Member States of the European 
Union within not more than seven years;
(c) public policy objectives:
The proposed system shall include the 
provision of one or more vital public 
interest services (such as civil protection 
and disaster relief) which contribute to the 
protection of the health, safety or security 
of citizens of the Union.

Or. fr

Justification

Les critères de sélection minimum doivent  être  inclus au titre de critères de sélection 
pendant la première étape, afin de faire en sorte qu'ils soient atteints même en l'absence d'une 
deuxième étape de sélection, car ils constituent tous des objectifs clés de la décision. Il s'agit 
de la prise en considération des services d'intérêt public, des avantages concurrentiels, des 
intérêts des consommateurs européens ainsi que du respect du droit  pour tous les citoyens de 
l'UE de bénéficier des services mobiles par satellite, sans aucune exception, ni
discrimination, indépendamment du lieu de leur situation géographique au sein de tous les 
Etats membres de l'UE. C'est pourquoi, il est primordial d'assurer la couverture 
géographique paneuropéenne (100%) dans un délai maximum de 7 ans dès la mise en place 
du service, tout en prenant en considération également la particularité des zones rurales et 
moins développées ainsi que celle des îles ce qui contribuera ainsi  à leur développement 
économique .
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Amendment by Erna Hennicot-Schoepges

Amendment 47
Article 6, paragraph 1, introductory part

1. If the combined demand for radio 
spectrum requested by eligible applicants 
identified in the first selection phase exceeds 
the amount of radio spectrum available, 
identified pursuant to Article 3(3), the 
Commission shall select eligible applicants 
according to the following further criteria:

1. If the combined demand for radio 
spectrum requested by eligible applicants 
identified in the first selection phase exceeds 
the amount of radio spectrum available, 
identified pursuant to Article 3(3), the 
Commission shall select eligible applicants 
according to the following further criteria
taking into consideration, inter alia, the 
initial information provided by the 
candidate pursuant to Article 4(1)(ba):

Or. en

Justification

Candidates might offer to cover large parts of the EU territory, but if they are not relying on 
a high priority filing, they may be unable to coordinate with third country satellite systems in 
all or part of the declared coverage zone. It is therefore important to take into account only 
those coverage zones where candidates have a serious chance to really deploy their service in 
accordance with ITU Radio Regulations. A detailed analysis is needed in order to take into 
account only those territories where there is a high probability that services will really be 
offered.

Amendment by Angelika Niebler

Amendment 48
Article 6, paragraph 1, point (a)

(a) consumer and competitive benefits; (a) consumer and competitive benefits, e.g. 
with regard to infrastructure competition 
and fair and open access to platforms;

Or. de

Justification

Criteria such as the protection and promotion of cultural diversity and of media pluralism 
must also be taken into account in the selection decision. 
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 49
Article 6, paragraph 1, point (b)

(b) spectrum efficiency; b) spectrum efficiency (20% weighting):
This criterion concerns the spectrum 
efficiency of applicant's proposed system. 
The criterion comprises two sub-criteria:

 the total amount of spectrum required to 
achieve the level of service that is to be 
provided, in terms of the number of users 
and the area served, as well as the 
criticality of the service to be provided for 
public safety, the quality, reliability and 
cost of the service to be provided;

 data stream capacity;

Or. en

Justification

The above-mentioned critical factors have to be taken into account in order to ensure an 
efficient and balanced use of spectrum for different kind of services (multimedia, public safety 
services etc).

Amendment by Catherine Trautmann, Pilar del Castillo Vera, Jean-Pierre Audy, Erna 
Hennicot-Schoepges, Paul Rübig, Dominique Vlasto

Amendment 50
Article 6, paragraph 1, point (b)

(b) spectrum efficiency; (b) spectrum efficiency (20% weighting):

This criterion concerns the efficiency of the 
applicant's proposed system.  The criterion 
comprises two sub-criteria:

 the total amount of spectrum required
and the number of potential users;

 the data stream capacity;

Or. en
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Justification

In order to achieve spectrum efficiency, it is important to calculate the ratio between 
spectrum required for a given system and the expected result. The number of subscribers or 
potential users, is objectively quantifiable and the most neutral parameter to measure the 
expected result for spectrum efficiency.

Amendment by Angelika Niebler

Amendment 51
Article 6, paragraph 1, point (d)

(d) public policy objectives. (d) public policy objectives, including the 
promotion of public interest objectives such 
as the protection and promotion of cultural 
diversity and of media pluralism.

Or. de

Justification

Criteria such as the protection and promotion of cultural diversity and of media pluralism 
must also be taken into account in the selection decision. 

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 52
Article 6, paragraph 1, point (c)

(c) pan-EU geographic coverage; (c) pan-European geographic coverage 
(40% weighting):
This criterion concerns the geographic 
area to which services are provided by the 
applicant's proposed system. The criterion 
comprises three sub-criteria:

 coverage of all Member States;

 the provision of the service within each 
Member State to at least 50% of the 
population and in least 60% of the land 
area;

 the degree of geographical coverage 
(DGC ) of the aggregate land area of the 
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Member States lying within Europe at the 
time of commencement of the services, the 
threshold being 80% DGC;

Or. en

Justification

All Member States should be covered by MSS, since MSS could play an important role in 
bridging the digital gap in terms of geography (including rural and remote areas) across the 
EU and an effective pan-European coverage is technically feasible according to the 
operators. Strengthening the internal market and contributing towards territorial cohesion is 
vital. The proposed coverage area of the services to be provided by an applicant is thus an 
important characteristic which should be taken into account in an appropriate manner during 
the selection procedure.

Amendment by Atanas Paparizov

Amendment 53
Article 6, paragraph 1, point (c)

(c) pan-EU geographic coverage; (c) pan-European geographic coverage 
(40% weighting):
This criterion concerns the geographic 
area to which services are provided by the 
applicant's proposed system, that is to say 
he degree of geographical coverage (DGC ) 
of the aggregate land area of the Member 
States lying within Europe at the time of 
commencement of the services, the 
threshold being 90% DGC.

Or. en

Justification

The second selection phase procedure is organised if the request for developing MSS exceed 
the spectrum available. In this respect higher requirements to the prospective MSS operators 
should be introduced in order to guarantee in a maximum degree the interest of the EU 
citizens.

Amendment by Catherine Trautmann, Jean-Pierre Audy, Erna Hennicot-Schoepges, Paul 
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Rübig, Pilar del Castillo Vera, Dominique Vlasto, Dieter-Lebrecht Koch, Robert Goebbels

Amendment 54
Article 6, paragraph 1, point (c)

(c) pan-EU geographic coverage; (c) pan-EU geographic coverage (40% 
weighting):
This criterion concerns the geographic 
area to which services are provided by the 
applicant's proposed system. The criterion 
comprises two sub-criteria:

 the number of Member States in which at 
least 50% of the population is within the 
area to which services are provided;

 the degree of geographical coverage 
(DGC) of the aggregated land area of the 
Member States lying within Europe at the 
time of commencement of the services, with 
the objective of providing pan-European 
coverage in due time;

Or. en

Justification

Coverage is one of the key advantages of hybrid satellite terrestrial systems versus pure 
terrestrial systems. In order to ensure that a maximum number of European citizens benefit 
from mobile satellite services, it is important to give the coverage criteria significant 
weighting [40%].

The selection procedure will be based on the proposed criteria including pan-EU geographic 
coverage, thus ensuring that candidates put forward the best coverage possible.

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 55
Article 6, paragraph 1, point (d)

(d) public policy objectives. d) public policy objectives (20%):

This criterion concerns the extent to which 
the applicant's proposed system contributes 
to achieving certain public policy objectives 
not addressed by the criteria set out in 
points (a) to (c). The criterion comprises 
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three sub-criteria:

 the provision of vital public interest 
services (such as public protection, disaster 
relief) that contribute to the protection of 
the health, safety or security of citizens of 
the Union;

 the integrity and security of system;

 the ability of the proposed system to 
bridge the digital divide between regions.

Or. en

Justification

MSS could play an important role in bridging the digital gap in terms of geography 
(including rural and remote areas), strengthening the internal market and contributing 
towards territorial cohesion.

Amendment by Atanas Paparizov

Amendment 56
Article 6, paragraph 1, point (d)

(d) public policy objectives. d) public policy objectives (20%):
This criterion concerns the extent to which 
the applicant's proposed system contributes 
to achieving certain public policy objectives 
not addressed by the criteria set out in 
points (a) to (c). The criterion comprises 
three sub-criteria:

 the provision of vital public interest 
services (such as public protection and 
disaster relief) that contribute to the 
protection of the health, safety or security 
of citizens of the Union;

 the provision of two way (interactive) 
high speed data services in the Member 
States with a broadband penetration below 
the EU average calculated on the basis of 
the data available no later than 6 months 
before the submission of the application 

 the integrity and security of system.
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Or. en

Justification

Consumer and competitive benefits, pan-European coverage and public interest services are 
the key objectives of the Decision. They therefore need to be included as first phase selection 
criteria to ensure that they are fulfilled even in the absence of any second phase of selection. 

As mentioned in recitals 2, 3 and 5 of the Proposal, these services could in particular improve 
coverage of rural areas in the Community, thus bridging the digital divide in terms of 
geography, contributing to the competitiveness of European information and communication 
technology industries in line with the objectives of the Lisbon strategy. Therefore, there 
should be a measurable criterion on the bridging the digital divide in terms of geography. In 
this respect the introduction of a requirement for provision of MSS in those Member States 
with a broadband penetration bellow the EU average, based on the available data not later 
than 6 months before the submission of the application, is proposed.

Amendment by Atanas Paparizov

Amendment 57
Article 7, paragraph 1

1. Member States to be covered by the 
system of the selected applicant shall ensure 
that their competent authorities grant to such
applicant any right to use the specific radio 
frequency identified in the Commission 
decision adopted pursuant to Article 5(2) or 
Article 6(3) and any authorisation necessary 
for the operation of a mobile satellite 
system. The Commission decision shall set 
the time limit in which the rights and 
authorisations shall be granted.

1. The Member States shall ensure that their 
competent authorities grant to the selected 
applicant any right to use the specific radio 
frequency identified in the Commission 
decision adopted pursuant to Article 5(2) or 
Article 6(3) and any authorisations required 
by their national law necessary for the 
operation of a mobile satellite system.

Or. en

Justification

If the national law of some of the Member States do not require issuing authorisations for the 
operation of a mobile satellite system, they should not be requested to do so, as this would 
cause additional administrative burden.
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 58
Article 7, paragraph 1

1. Member States to be covered by the 
system of the selected applicant shall ensure 
that their competent authorities grant to such 
applicant any right to use the specific radio 
frequency identified in the Commission 
decision adopted pursuant to Article 5(2) or 
Article 6(3) and any authorisation necessary 
for the operation of a mobile satellite 
system. The Commission decision shall set 
the time limit in which the rights and 
authorisations shall be granted.

1. All Member States shall ensure that their 
competent authorities grant to any of the 
selected applicants any right to use the 
specific radio frequency identified in the 
Commission decision adopted pursuant to 
Article 5(2) or Article 6(3) and any 
authorisation necessary for the operation of a 
mobile satellite system. The Commission 
decision shall set the time limit in which the 
rights and authorisations shall be granted.

Or. en

Justification

Since eventually all Member States will grant a licence.

Amendment by Mary Honeyball

Amendment 59
Article 7, paragraph 2, point (b)

(b) applicants shall meet the milestones 
identified in the Annex to this Decision 
according to the deadlines defined by the 
Commission in accordance with the 
procedure referred to in Article 10(2);

(b) applicants shall meet milestones six to 
nine set out in the Annex to this Decision 
within 22 months of the decision on the 
selection of applicants; failure to meet these 
milestones in this timeframe shall enable 
the Commission to withdraw the 
authorisation and select another applicant 
in accordance with the procedure referred to 
in Title II.

Or. en

Justification

Spectrum is scarce and should be quickly allocated to another applicant if the original 
applicant is unable to use it. If an applicant becomes insolvent or unable to launch a satellite 
and provide a commercial service, it is vital that the spectrum can quickly be re-allocated to 
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another provider in order to gain maximum usage of the spectrum.

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis

Amendment 60
Article 7, paragraph 2, point (d)

(d) applicants shall provide to competent 
authorities of Member States an annual 
report detailing the status of development of 
a mobile satellite system;

(d) applicants shall provide to competent 
authorities of all Member States an annual 
report detailing the status of development of 
a mobile satellite system;

Or. en

Justification

Since eventually all Member States will grant a licence.

Amendment by Catherine Trautmann, Jean-Pierre Audy, Erna Hennicot-Schoepges, Paul 
Rübig, Pilar del Castillo Vera, Dominique Vlasto, Dieter-Lebrecht Koch, Robert Goebbels

Amendment 61
Article 7, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Member States are free to grant rights 
of use for the frequency sub-bands 
concerned for the time and to the extent 
that they are not within the service area of 
the selected applicants, in accordance with 
Decision 2007/98/EC.

Or. en

Justification

As long as some spectrum is not used by the selected applicants in a given Member State, the 
latter should be in a position to optimize spectrum usage by allowing other candidate 
services.



AM\708042EN.doc 21/22 PE400.683v02-00

EN

Amendment by Mary Honeyball

Amendment 62
Article 9, paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. If an applicant becomes insolvent or is 
otherwise unable to meet the common 
conditions provided for in Article 7(2), and 
is unable to demonstrate a viable plan to 
meet these conditions within 30 days, the 
Commission may withdraw its 
authorisation and shall grant  it to another 
applicant in accordance with Title II.

Or. en

Justification

The procedures for dealing with the failure of an MSS operator need to be improved. In the 
event of the failure of an applicant to launch services, procedures for re-allocating spectrum 
should be streamlined. Spectrum is scarce and should be re-allocated to another applicant if 
the original applicant becomes unable to use it.

Amendment by Mary Honeyball

Amendment 63
Article 9, paragraph 3 b (new)

3b. The Commission shall review any 
proposed merger or takeover of any 
applicant by another where this would 
result in more than 15 MHz for Earth to 
space (upstream) and 15 MHz for space to 
Earth (downstream) being assigned to the 
combined operator. The Commission may 
limit authorisation for a single (merged) 
operator to 15 MHz upstream and 15 MHz 
downstream where the grant of a more 
extensive authorisation would significantly 
reduce competition.

Or. en
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Justification

In order to promote competition several independent operators should be selected and 
maintained. The Commission should investigate any subsequent mergers or takeovers 
between applicants after authorisation is granted. If necessary the Commission should be 
able to revoke authorisation where a merger or takeover would be anti-competitive.  This 
would prevent one applicant from becoming the sole operator of MSS.  This amendment is in 
line with the Rapporteur's Amendment 4.

Amendment by Mary Honeyball

Amendment 64
Annex, Milestones, point 3

3. Completion of the Critical Design Review 3. Completion of the Critical Design Review

The Critical Design Review is the stage in
the spacecraft implementation process at 
which the design and development phase 
ends and the manufacturing phase starts.
The applicant shall provide clear evidence 
of the completion, not later than 90 
working days after the submission of the 
application, of the Critical Design Review 
in accordance with the construction 
milestones indicated in the satellite 
manufacturing agreement. The relevant 
document shall be signed by the satellite 
manufacturing company and shall indicate 
the date of the completion of the Critical 
Design Review.

Or. en

Justification

The Critical Design Review requires a substantial amount of work. New applicants that do 
not currently have satellite manufacturing agreements in place have to invest considerable 
sums to complete this process. Realistically the CDR process cannot start until the MSS 
Decision is agreed. Typically a CDR process will take six months to complete from the start 
of a contract between the operator of a system and the satellite manufacturer.
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