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Amendment 114
Werner Langen

Draft legislative resolution
First citation of the legal basis

Draft legislative resolution Amendment

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Article 175(1) thereof and Article 95
thereof,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Article 95 thereof and Article 175(1) 
thereof,

Or. de

Justification

Greater weight should be placed on Article 95 than on Article 175(1) as a legal basis, and 
should therefore be cited first. At the same time, however, it needs to be stressed that a double 
legal basis is appropriate for this directive.

Amendment 115
Umberto Guidoni

Proposal for a directive
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) The increased use of energy from 
renewable sources constitutes an important 
part of the package of measures needed to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
comply with the Kyoto Protocol to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, and with further 
European and international greenhouse gas 
emission reduction commitments beyond 
2012. It also has an important part to play 
in promoting security of energy supply, 
promoting technological development and 
providing opportunities for employment 
and regional development, especially in 
rural areas.

(1) The increased use of energy from 
renewable sources, together with energy 
savings, constitutes an important part of 
the package of measures needed to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and comply with 
the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, and with further European and 
international greenhouse gas emission
reduction commitments beyond 2012. It 
also has an important part to play in 
promoting security of energy supply, 
promoting technological development and 
providing opportunities for employment 
and regional development, especially in 
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rural areas.

Or. it

Amendment 116
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Proposal for a directive
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) The increased use of energy from 
renewable sources constitutes an important 
part of the package of measures needed to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
comply with the Kyoto Protocol to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, and with further 
European and international greenhouse gas 
emission reduction commitments beyond 
2012. It also has an important part to play 
in promoting security of energy supply, 
promoting technological development and 
providing opportunities for employment 
and regional development, especially in 
rural areas. 

(1) The increased sustainable use of 
energy from renewable sources constitutes 
an important part of the package of 
measures needed to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and comply with the Kyoto 
Protocol to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, and with 
further European and international 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
commitments beyond 2012. It also has an 
important part to play in promoting 
security of energy supply, promoting 
technological development and providing 
opportunities for employment and regional 
development, especially in rural areas.

Or. en

Justification

Energy from renewable sources is not per definition sustainable.

Amendment 117
Anni Podimata

Proposal for a directive
Recital 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) The increased use of energy from 
renewable sources constitutes an important 

(1) The increased use of energy from 
renewable sources constitutes an important 
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part of the package of measures needed to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
comply with the Kyoto Protocol to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, and with further 
European and international greenhouse gas 
emission reduction commitments beyond 
2012. It also has an important part to play 
in promoting security of energy supply, 
promoting technological development and 
providing opportunities for employment 
and regional development, especially in 
rural areas. 

part of the package of measures needed to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
comply with the Kyoto Protocol to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, and with further 
European and international greenhouse gas 
emission reduction commitments beyond 
2012. It also has an important part to play 
in promoting security of energy supply, 
promoting technological development and 
innovation and providing opportunities for 
employment and regional development, 
especially in rural and isolated areas.

Or. en

Justification

We must take into account the potential that also exist in isolated areas (mountain and island 
regions).

Amendment 118
Gunnar Hökmark

Proposal for a directive
Recital 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1a) As stated in the Commission’s 
working document (SEC(2008)0057),
support schemes should be granted as 
part of a Member State's efforts to offer 
environmental protection. Because energy 
and climate issues are closely linked, the 
Member States should be given incentives 
to support environmentally-friendly 
energy production which does not 
contribute to increased greenhouse gas 
emissions. As part of this effort, and to 
guarantee the achievement of the Member 
States’ overall goals, the Member States 
should strive to ensure that energy 
sources which do not contribute to 
increased CO2 emissions are not treated 
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less favourably for tax purposes.

Or. sv

Justification

Economic incentives are an important means of bringing a solution to climate policy issues 
closer. The Member States should be encouraged to support energy production which does 
not contribute to increased greenhouse gas emissions. From a climate point of view, state 
support schemes giving less favourable treatment to energy sources which do not contribute 
to increased greenhouse gas emissions are distinctly unhelpful. Distorting forms of state aid 
can hinder the development of a future sustainable system if they discriminate against 
solutions which yield specially large benefits in terms of CO2 reduction.

Amendment 119
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1a) In the light of the European 
Parliament resolution of 24 October 2007 
on conventional energy sources and 
energy technology, short and medium 
term decisions on the use of nuclear 
power should also be able to have a direct 
influence on climatic goals and contribute 
to the EU aims being realistically 
achieved, analysed and taken into 
account. The 2007 Fourth Assessment 
Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), which states that 
nuclear energy is currently one of the 
crucial key technologies which are 
commercially available and could bring 
about a perceptible reduction in CO2 
emissions, should also be cited in this 
connection.

Or. de
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Justification

In order to achieve the ambitious EU climate change objectives, all low-CO2 energy sources 
need to be taken into account, including nuclear power.

Amendment 120
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) In particular, increased use of biofuels 
for transport is one of the most effective 
tools by which the Community can reduce 
its dependence on imported oil – where 
the security of supply problem is most 
acute - and influence the fuel market for 
transport.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

In order to save the climate on earth, a real transport policy to reduce greenhouse gases 
emissions as well as an alternative mode of transport must be developed and implemented 
before hoping that an end-of-the-pipe technology such as biomass for transport fuels will 
deliver the reduction needed.

Amendment 121
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) In particular, increased use of biofuels 
for transport is one of the most effective 
tools by which the Community can reduce 
its dependence on imported oil – where the 
security of supply problem is most acute -
and influence the fuel market for transport.

(2) In particular, increased technological 
improvements, incentives for the 
expansion and use of public transport, use 
of energy efficiency technologies and use 
of energy from renewable sources in 
transport are some of the most effective 
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tools by which the Community can reduce 
its dependence on imported oil in the 
transport sector – where the security of 
supply problem is most acute - and 
influence the fuel market for transport.

Or. en

Justification

Transport represents 30% of total energy consumption in the EU with dependency on petrol 
reaching 98%. It is not surprising therefore that it is the second largest polluter of 
greenhouse gas emissions in the EU. Hence, the EU should concentrate on increasing the use 
of energy form renewable sources, technological improvements and reducing traffic by 
transferring individual use to using public transport.

Amendment 122
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) In particular, increased use of biofuels 
for transport is one of the most effective 
tools by which the Community can reduce 
its dependence on imported oil – where the 
security of supply problem is most acute -
and influence the fuel market for 
transport.

(2) In addition to energy efficiency 
improvements, increased use of energy 
from biomass, biofuels and other 
renewable sources in the transport sector 
are some of the most effective tools by 
which the Community can reduce its 
dependence on imported oil – where the 
security of supply problem is most acute -
and lead the sector towards a sustainable 
pathway.

Or. en
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Amendment 123
Umberto Guidoni

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) In particular, increased use of biofuels 
for transport is one of the most effective
tools by which the Community can reduce 
its dependence on imported oil – where the 
security of supply problem is most acute -
and influence the fuel market for transport.

(2) In particular, increased use of biofuels 
for transport is one of the tools by which 
the Community can reduce its dependence 
on imported oil – where the security of 
supply problem is most acute - and 
influence the fuel market for transport.

Or. it

Amendment 124
Britta Thomsen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) In particular, increased use of biofuels
for transport is one of the most effective 
tools by which the Community can reduce 
its dependence on imported oil – where the 
security of supply problem is most acute -
and influence the fuel market for transport.

(2) In particular, increased use of 
renewable energies for transport is one of 
the most effective tools by which the 
Community can reduce its dependence on 
imported oil – where the security of supply 
problem is most acute - and influence the 
fuel market for transport.

Or. en

Justification

Renewable energy in transport is more than biofuels. Electromobility, biogas and hydrogen 
from renewable sources should be included.
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Amendment 125
Pilar Ayuso

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2a) The Commission Communication of 
7 November 2001 on alternative fuels for 
road transportation and on a set of 
measures to promote the use of biofuels 
set as a target for the EU to replace 20% 
of diesel and gasoline fuels with 
alternative fuels in the road transport 
sector by 2020. The Commission should 
consider proposing a separate initiative to 
promote the penetration of clean and 
alternative road transport fuels such as 
synthetic fuels made of natural gas in 
addition to renewable energy in order to 
efficiently complement this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

This proposal focuses solely on the promotion of renewables and biofuels, although other 
alternative road transport fuels can also critically contribute to achieve the objectives of 
sustainability, security of supply and competitiveness. Considering renewables for transport
are now tackled as part of this Directive, it is therefore necessary to reformulate the targets 
for other alternative fuels in a separate initiative.

Amendment 126
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2a) Nuclear energy can also make a 
contribution to strengthening security of 
supply and bringing about a perceptible 
reduction in CO2. By 2020, 60% of the 
EU’s electricity could come from carbon-
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free (nuclear and renewable) sources.

Or. de

Justification

Nuclear energy is just as well suited as renewables to reduce carbon emissions in the EU. At 
the same time it permits greater independence from gas and oil supplies, which is essential 
for an economically strong Europe.

Amendment 127
Erna Hennicot-Schoepges

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 
should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make rational investment decisions in the 
renewable energy sector.

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources would be appropriate, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 
should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make rational investment decisions in the 
renewable energy sector. While the 
arguments in favour of the 20% target for 
the overall share of energy from 
renewable sources have grown 
considerably stronger, the 10% target for 
renewable energy in transport is 
increasingly being questioned.

Or. en
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Amendment 128
Eija-Riitta Korhola

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory 
targets should provide the business 
community with the long term stability it 
needs to make rational investment 
decisions in the renewable energy sector.

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport could be achievable 
objectives, provided that there are new 
innovations and technological break 
throughs, sustainability concerns are 
resolved and a realistic timeframe is set. 
Any mandatory targets should provide the 
business community with the long term 
stability it needs to make rational 
investment decisions in the renewable 
energy sector.

Or. en

Justification

Increase in the overall share of energy from the renewable sources is urgently needed, but we 
must avoid rushing into setting mandatory targets that can not be met sustainable within the 
given timeframe.

Amendment 129
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 
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should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make rational investment decisions in the 
renewable energy sector.

should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make sustainable investments in the 
renewable energy sector which are capable 
of reducing dependence on imported fossil 
fuels and boosting the use of new energy 
technologies.

Or. de

Justification

The European Union has the capacity to develop far-reaching innovations in the field of 
renewable energy, resulting in greater independence and smaller climate impact.

Amendment 130
Robert Goebbels

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 
should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make rational investment decisions in the 
renewable energy sector.

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 
should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make rational investment decisions in the 
renewable energy sector. Investments in 
low CO2 energy sources should also be 
encouraged.

Or. fr

Justification

The European Council, the International Energy Agency and the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change all argue that it is not sufficient to invest solely in renewable energy. There 
also needs to be a basis for investments in low CO2 energy sources, even if these decisions are 
a matter of subsidiarity.
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Amendment 131
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 
should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make rational investment decisions in the 
renewable energy sector. 

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 
should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make rational investment decisions in the 
renewable energy sector. These targets 
exist in the context of the 20% 
improvement in energy efficiency by 2020 
set out in the Commission 
Communication of 19 October 2006 
entitled "Action Plan for Energy 
Efficiency: Realising the Potential", 
which was endorsed by the Brussels 
European Council of March 2007 and by 
the European Parliament in its resolution 
of 31 January 2008 on an Action Plan for 
Energy Efficiency: Realising the 
Potential1.
________________________
1Texts adopted, P6_TA(2008)0033.

Or. en

Justification

Because the Renewable Energy target is a percentage target it is essential to consider it 
alongside measures to reduce total energy demand.
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Amendment 132
Umberto Guidoni

Proposal for a directive
Recital 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 10% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 
should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make rational investment decisions in the 
renewable energy sector.

(4) The Renewable Energy Roadmap 
demonstrated that a 20% target for the 
overall share of energy from renewable 
sources and a 5% target for renewable 
energy in transport would be appropriate 
and achievable objectives, and that a 
framework that includes mandatory targets 
should provide the business community 
with the long term stability it needs to 
make rational investment decisions in the 
renewable energy sector.

Or. it

Amendment 133
Nikolaos Vakalis

Proposal for a directive
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) The Brussels European Council of 
March 2007 reaffirmed the Community's 
commitment to the Community-wide 
development of renewable energies beyond 
2010. It endorsed a mandatory target of a 
20% share of renewable energies in overall 
Community energy consumption by 2020 
and a mandatory 10% minimum target to 
be achieved by all Member States for the 
share of biofuels in transport petrol and 
diesel consumption by 2020, to be 
introduced in a cost-effective way. It stated 
that the binding character of the biofuel 
target is appropriate subject to production 
being sustainable, second-generation 
biofuels becoming commercially available 

(5) The Brussels European Council of 
March 2007 reaffirmed the Community's 
commitment to the Community-wide 
development of renewable energies beyond 
2010. It endorsed a mandatory target of a 
20% share of renewable energies in overall 
Community energy consumption by 2020 
and a mandatory 10% minimum target to 
be achieved by all Member States for the 
share of biofuels in transport petrol and 
diesel consumption by 2020, to be 
introduced in a cost-effective way. It stated 
that the binding character of the biofuel 
target is appropriate only when subject to 
production being sustainable, second-
generation biofuels becoming 
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and Directive 98/70/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 13 
October 1998 relating to the quality of 
petrol and diesel fuels and amending 
Council Directive 93/12/EEC being 
amended to allow for adequate levels of 
blending. 

commercially available and Directive 
98/70/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 13 October 1998 relating 
to the quality of petrol and diesel fuels and 
amending Council Directive 93/12/EEC 
being amended to allow for adequate levels 
of blending. Given the most recent 
evidence which shows a connection 
between increased use of biofuels on the 
one hand, and a worldwide increase in 
environmental and ecological threats and 
endangerment of food security on the 
other, it seems appropriate that until 2015 
Member States initially pursue a 
mandatory target for biofuels of less than 
10%. On the basis of an evaluation, 
Member States should decide whether to 
increase  this initial target between 2015 
and 2020.

Or. en

Justification

There is rising concern about the negative impact of a very rapid and unsustainable 
development of biofuels on the environment as well as about the social impact of such 
development in Europe and worldwide. In light of the precautionary principle one should be 
more prudent with setting mandatory targets. In any case, also the European Council of 
March 2007 has asked for a 10% target only under the condition that sustainable production 
is ensured, which is scientifically and politically questioned today.

Amendment 134
Britta Thomsen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5) The Brussels European Council of 
March 2007 reaffirmed the Community's 
commitment to the Community-wide 
development of renewable energies beyond 
2010. It endorsed a mandatory target of a 
20% share of renewable energies in overall 

(5) The Brussels European Council of 
March 2007 reaffirmed the Community's 
commitment to the Community-wide 
development of renewable energies beyond 
2010. It endorsed a mandatory target of a 
20% share of renewable energies in overall 
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Community energy consumption by 2020 
and a mandatory 10% minimum target to 
be achieved by all Member States for the 
share of biofuels in transport petrol and 
diesel consumption by 2020, to be 
introduced in a cost-effective way. It stated 
that the binding character of the biofuel 
target is appropriate subject to production 
being sustainable, second-generation 
biofuels becoming commercially available 
and Directive 98/70/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 13 
October 1998 relating to the quality of 
petrol and diesel fuels and amending 
Council Directive 93/12/EEC being 
amended to allow for adequate levels of 
blending. 

Community energy consumption by 2020 
and a mandatory 10% minimum target to 
be achieved by all Member States for the 
share of renewable energy in transport by 
2020, to be introduced in a cost-effective 
way. It stated that the binding character of 
the biofuel target is appropriate subject to 
production being sustainable, second-
generation biofuels becoming 
commercially available and Directive 
98/70/EC of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 13 October 1998 relating 
to the quality of petrol and diesel fuels and 
amending Council Directive 93/12/EEC 
being amended to allow for adequate levels 
of blending. 

Or. en

Amendment 135
Hannes Swoboda

Proposal for a directive
Recital 5 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(5a) In the meantime a more 
comprehensive evaluation of the 
sustainability of biofuel production has 
shown that a 10% target may be too high 
to be achieved by 2020. Therefore on the 
basis of knowledge and experience 7% 
would seem to be more appropriate.

Or. en

Justification

The 10% aim of biofuels might have a negative impact on nutrition and other essential fields 
therefore a 7% aim is more realistic and refers more to sustainability criteria.
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Amendment 136
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a 
target is binding until a future event takes 
place is thus not appropriate. In a 
statement to the minutes of the Council of 
15 February 2007, the Commission 
therefore stated that it did not consider 
that the binding nature of the target 
should be deferred until second 
generation biofuels became commercially 
available. 

deleted

Or. en

Justification

The Commission's interpretation must not interfere with the European Council decision. 
Furthermore, since the Spring Council of 2007, there has been evidence that second 
generation agrofuels will not be commercially available by 2020 and might not even fulfil the 
sustainability criteria as requested by the same 2007 Spring Council conclusions.

Amendment 137
Eija-Riitta Korhola

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a 
target is binding until a future event takes 
place is thus not appropriate. In a 
statement to the minutes of the Council of 
15 February 2007, the Commission 
therefore stated that it did not consider 

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
However, the many unknowns with 
regard to renewable energy sources and 
biofuel production today call for a more 
cautious approach than the one hitherto 
envisaged. The 20% and 10% binding 
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that the binding nature of the target 
should be deferred until second 
generation biofuels became commercially 
available.

targets should therefore be reconsidered.

Or. en

Justification

Builds on the ENVI draftsman's amendment 4. Increase in the overall share of energy from 
the renewable sources is urgently needed, but we must avoid rushing into setting mandatory 
targets that can not be met sustainably within the given timeframe.

Amendment 138
Erna Hennicot-Schoepges

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a 
target is binding until a future event takes 
place is thus not appropriate. In a 
statement to the minutes of the Council of 
15 February 2007, the Commission 
therefore stated that it did not consider 
that the binding nature of the target 
should be deferred until second 
generation biofuels became commercially 
available.

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors.
However, the many unknowns with 
regard to biofuel production today calls 
for a more cautious approach than the 
one hitherto envisaged. The 10% binding 
target should therefore be reconsidered.

Or. en
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Amendment 139
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a target 
is binding until a future event takes place is 
thus not appropriate. In a statement to the 
minutes of the Council of 15 February 
2007, the Commission therefore stated 
that it did not consider that the binding 
nature of the target should be deferred 
until second generation biofuels became 
commercially available. 

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a target 
is binding until a future event takes place is 
in principle thus not appropriate. The 
binding character of the target could be 
postponed if the target cannot be met in a 
sustainable way.

Or. en

Justification

When the renewables target cannot be met in a sustainable way, thus by using only 
sustainable renewable sources, it is better to postpone the goal than to turn to unsustainable 
renewable sources. 

Amendment 140
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a target 
is binding until a future event takes place is 
thus not appropriate. In a statement to the 
minutes of the Council of 15 February 
2007, the Commission therefore stated that 
it did not consider that the binding nature 
of the target should be deferred until 
second generation biofuels became 

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors and to 
encourage the continuous development of 
technologies which generate energy from 
all types of renewable sources. Deferring a 
decision about whether a target is binding 
until a future event takes place is thus not 
appropriate. In a statement to the minutes 
of the Council of 15 February 2007, the 
Commission therefore stated that it did not 
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commercially available. consider that the binding nature of the 
target should be deferred until second 
generation biofuels became commercially 
available. 

Or. en

Amendment 141
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a target 
is binding until a future event takes place is 
thus not appropriate. In a statement to the 
minutes of the Council of 15 February 
2007, the Commission therefore stated that 
it did not consider that the binding nature 
of the target should be deferred until 
second generation biofuels became 
commercially available. 

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a target 
is binding until a future event takes place is 
thus not appropriate. In a statement to the 
minutes of the Council of 15 February 
2007, the Commission therefore stated that 
it did not consider that the binding nature 
of the target should be deferred until 
second generation biofuels became 
commercially available. In this connection 
there should be more support for 
promoting the development of second-
generation biofuels, such as Biomass to 
Liquid (BTL), which not only permit 
greater  greenhouse gas savings but also 
engender benefits in terms of other 
environmental effects.

Or. de

Justification

Second-generation biofuels should be given more support in order to enhance their efficiency 
in the coming years.
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Amendment 142
Britta Thomsen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a target 
is binding until a future event takes place is 
thus not appropriate. In a statement to the 
minutes of the Council of 15 February 
2007, the Commission therefore stated that 
it did not consider that the binding nature 
of the target should be deferred until 
second generation biofuels became 
commercially available. 

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a target 
is binding until a future event takes place is 
thus not appropriate. In a statement to the 
minutes of the Council of 15 February 
2007, the Commission therefore stated that 
it did not consider that the binding nature 
of the target should be deferred until 
second generation biofuels became 
commercially available, however in this 
context, more support should be given to 
stimulating the development of biofuels, 
which have greater greenhouse gas 
emission savings.

Or. en

Amendment 143
Herbert Reul

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a target 
is binding until a future event takes place is 
thus not appropriate. In a statement to the 
minutes of the Council of 15 February 
2007, the Commission therefore stated that 
it did not consider that the binding nature 
of the target should be deferred until 
second generation biofuels became 
commercially available. 

(6) The main purpose of binding targets is 
to provide certainty for investors. 
Deferring a decision about whether a target 
is binding until a future event takes place is 
thus not appropriate. In a statement to the 
minutes of the Council of 15 February 
2007, the Commission therefore stated that 
it did not consider that the binding nature 
of the target should be deferred until 
second generation biofuels became 
commercially available. However, the 
current debate on the competition between 
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crops for biofuels and crops for food 
production suggests that the binding 
nature of targets in the case of biofuels 
should be regularly examined. 
Comprehensive and stringent 
sustainability requirements and the rapid 
introduction of second-generation 
biofuels should therefore form a central 
plank of European policy.

Or. de

Justification

A heated debate is currently under way both in the scientific world and in the press 
concerning the competition which biofuels represent for food security. This debate has not yet 
reached a conclusion. The question of the binding nature of targets should therefore be kept 
open until reliable results are available or until second-generation biofuels or biomass are 
ready for general market release.

Amendment 144
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6a) It will be incumbent upon Member 
States to make significant improvements 
in energy efficiency in all sectors in order 
to more easily achieve their renewable 
energy targets, which are expressed as a 
percentage of final energy consumption. 
The need for energy efficiency in the 
transport sector is imperative because a 
binding percentage target for renewable 
energy is likely to become increasingly 
difficult to achieve sustainably if overall 
demand for energy for transport 
continues to rise. Therefore the 
mandatory 10% minimum target to be 
achieved by all Member States should be
(i) defined as that share of final energy 
consumed in transport which is to be 
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achieved from renewable sources, not 
from biofuels alone;
(ii) imposed in conjunction with a 
mandatory improvement in  energy 
efficiency in the transport sector of 20% 
by 2020.

Or. en

Justification

It will be very difficult to reach sustainably the 10% target for transport if the total amount of 
energy consumed in transport continues to rise. By making the indicative energy efficiency 
target of 20% by 2020 into a binding target for the transport sector, a reduction in energy 
demand in the transport sector will be achieved and therefore the quantitative requirement of 
the 10% target will be less.

Amendment 145
Nikolaos Vakalis

Proposal for a directive
Recital 6 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6a. Within the framework of this 
Directive, it is vital that each Member 
State employs the most efficient and 
effective support scheme to facilitate the 
achievement of the renewable energy 
targets, taking into account the specific 
characteristics of the electricity market 
within that Member State.

Or. en
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Amendment 146
Mechtild Rothe, Britta Thomsen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) The European Parliament, in its 
Resolution on the Roadmap for Renewable 
Energy in Europe, has called on the 
Commission to present by the end of 2007 
a proposal for a renewable energy 
legislative framework, referring to the 
importance of setting targets for the shares 
of energy from renewable sources at 
Community and Member State level. 

(7) The European Parliament, in its 
Resolution of 25 September 2007 on the 
Roadmap for Renewable Energy in 
Europe1, has called on the Commission to 
present by the end of 2007 a proposal for a 
renewable energy legislative framework, 
referring to the importance of setting 
binding targets for the shares of energy 
from renewable sources in electricity, 
transport and heating and cooling as well 
as binding targets at Community and 
Member State level.
__________________________
1 Texts adopted, P6_TA(2007)0406.

Or. en

Justification

The European Parliament under the INI report of MEP Britta Thomsen on the road map for 
renewable energy in Europe (EP resolution P6-TA(2007)0406 of 25 September 2007) was 
urging as well for clear and binding targets for the three different sectors.

Amendment 147
Nikolaos Vakalis

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and 10% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy in the European 
Union's consumption in 2020.
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European Union's consumption in 2020.

Or. en

Justification

Besides serious concerns about the negative impacts of unsustainable development of 
biofuels, what is important is that each Member State reaches its national target and that the 
EU as a whole reaches the 20% energy consumption from renewable sources. How much out 
of this 20% would be the share of the transport sector is of secondary importance.

Amendment 148
Eija-Riitta Korhola

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and a 10% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 
European Union's consumption in 2020.

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
indicative targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and a 10% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 
European Union's consumption in 2020.

Or. en

Justification

Increase in the overall share of energy from the renewable sources is urgently needed, but we 
must avoid rushing into setting mandatory targets that can not be met sustainably within the 
given timeframe.
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Amendment 149
Hannes Swoboda

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and a 10% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 
European Union's consumption in 2020.

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament and the recent serious 
discussions on this issue, it is appropriate 
to establish mandatory targets for an 
overall 20% share of renewable energy and 
a 7% share of renewable energy in 
transport in the European Union's 
consumption in 2020.

Or. en

Justification

The 10% aim of biofuels might have a negative impact on nutrition and other essential fields 
therefore a 7% aim is more realistic and refers more to sustainability criteria.

Amendment 150
Erna Hennicot-Schoepges

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and a 10% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 
European Union's consumption in 2020.

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and an 8% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 
European Union's consumption in 2020. 
Those targets – as well as the overall 
policy framework, not least the 
methodology for calculating greenhouse 
gas savings – should be subject to regular 
reviews.
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Or. en

Amendment 151
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and a 10% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 
European Union's consumption in 2020.

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and a 10% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 
European Union's consumption in 2020 in 
conjunction with a mandatory 
improvement in energyefficiency  in the 
transport sector of 20% by 2020.

Or. en

Justification

Because the Renewable Energy target is a percentage target it is essential to consider it 
alongside measures to reduce total energy demand.

Amendment 152
Dorette Corbey

Proposal for a directive
Recital 8

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and a 10% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 
European Union's consumption in 2020. 

8) In the light of the positions taken by the 
Commission, the Council and the European 
Parliament, it is appropriate to establish 
mandatory targets for an overall 20% share 
of renewable energy and a 10% share of 
renewable energy in transport in the 
European Union's consumption in 2020. 
However, the European Environment 
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Agency, FAO and other scientific and 
international organisations have voiced 
justified concerns about the negative 
impact that the 10% target will have on 
the environment and food prices. In order 
to address these concerns, at least 30% of 
the target for renewable energy in 
transport should be met by using 
electricity, hydrogen or energy from
ligno-cellulosic biomass or algae.

Or. en

Justification

The 10% target for renewable energy in the transport sector can be achieved by using energy 
sources such as biomass, electricity or hydrogen. In a perfect market the choice between 
technologies can be left to the market parties. However, the market tends to pick the options 
that have the fastest return on investments. In order to promote promising options such as 
electricity and hydrogen, subtargets are necessary. Moreover, a widespread concern exists 
about the target, the EEA for example advised in a recent report to keep the consumption of 
so called first generation biofuels below 10 percent.

Amendment 153
Umberto Guidoni

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) Member States' starting points, 
renewable energy potentials and energy 
mixes vary. It is therefore necessary to 
translate the overall 20% target into 
individual targets for each Member State, 
with due regard to a fair and adequate 
allocation taking account of different 
national starting points and potentials, 
including the existing level of renewable 
energies and energy mix. It is appropriate 
to do this by sharing the required total 
increase in the use of energy from 
renewable sources between Member States 
on the basis of an equal increase in each 

(9) Member States' starting points, 
renewable energy potentials and energy 
mixes vary. It is therefore necessary to 
translate the overall 20% target into 
individual targets for each Member State, 
with due regard for a fair and adequate 
allocation taking account of different 
national starting points and potentials, 
including the existing level of renewable 
energies and energy mix, as well as the 
level of energy efficiency achieved. It is 
appropriate to do this by sharing the 
required total increase in the use of energy 
from renewable sources between Member 
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Member State's share weighted by their 
Gross Domestic Product, modulated to 
reflect national starting points, and by 
accounting in terms of final energy 
consumption.

States on the basis of an equal increase in 
each Member State's share weighted by 
their Gross Domestic Product, modulated 
to reflect national starting points, and by 
accounting in terms of final energy 
consumption.

Or. it

Amendment 154
Herbert Reul

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) Member States' starting points, 
renewable energy potentials and energy 
mixes vary. It is therefore necessary to 
translate the overall 20% target into 
individual targets for each Member State, 
with due regard to a fair and adequate 
allocation taking account of different 
national starting points and potentials, 
including the existing level of renewable 
energies and energy mix. It is appropriate 
to do this by sharing the required total 
increase in the use of energy from 
renewable sources between Member States 
on the basis of an equal increase in each 
Member State's share weighted by their 
Gross Domestic Product, modulated to 
reflect national starting points, and by 
accounting in terms of final energy 
consumption.

(9) Member States' starting points, 
renewable energy potentials and energy 
mixes vary. It is therefore necessary to 
translate the overall 20% target into 
individual targets for each Member State, 
with due regard to a fair and adequate 
allocation taking account of different 
national starting points and potentials, 
including the existing level of renewable 
energies and energy mix. It is appropriate 
to do this by sharing the required total 
increase in the use of energy from 
renewable sources between Member States 
on the basis of an equal increase in each 
Member State's share weighted by their 
Gross Domestic Product, modulated to 
reflect national starting points, and by 
accounting in terms of primary energy 
consumption. Such accounting must give 
due consideration to efforts already made.

Or. de

Justification

Only by using primary energy consumption as an accounting basis is it possible to do justice 
to the level of transformation achieved. Moreover, some Member States have already made 
considerable efforts, which should be taken into account.
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Amendment 155
Robert Goebbels

Proposal for a directive
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) Member States' starting points, 
renewable energy potentials and energy 
mixes vary. It is therefore necessary to 
translate the overall 20% target into 
individual targets for each Member State, 
with due regard to a fair and adequate 
allocation taking account of different 
national starting points and potentials, 
including the existing level of renewable 
energies and energy mix. It is appropriate 
to do this by sharing the required total 
increase in the use of energy from 
renewable sources between Member States 
on the basis of an equal increase in each 
Member State's share weighted by their 
Gross Domestic Product, modulated to 
reflect national starting points, and by 
accounting in terms of final energy 
consumption..

(9) Member States' starting points, 
renewable energy potentials and energy 
mixes vary. It is therefore necessary to 
translate the overall 20% target into 
individual targets for each Member State, 
with due regard to a fair and adequate 
allocation taking account of different 
national starting points and potentials, 
including the existing level of renewable 
energies and energy mix. It is appropriate 
to do this by sharing the required total 
increase in the use of energy from 
renewable sources between Member States 
on the basis of an equal increase in each 
Member State's share weighted by their 
Gross National Product, modulated to 
reflect national starting points, and by 
accounting in terms of final energy 
consumption.

Or. fr

Justification

Gross domestic product measures annual flows, but not the final destination of those flows. It 
does not take account of the wealth stocks of each country. If the Commission wanted to base 
country efforts on the solidarity principle, a more objective basis would be per capita GNP.  
Moreover, the gross national product used for the calculation of the Union’s own resources is 
obtained by deducting from GDP the primary resources payable by resident units to non-
resident units and adding the primary income receivable from the rest of the world.
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Amendment 156
Nikolaos Vakalis

Proposal for a directive
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
10% target for renewable energy in 
transport to be set at the same level for 
each Member State in order to ensure 
consistency in transport fuel 
specifications and availability. Because 
transport fuels are traded easily, Member 
States with low endowments of the 
relevant resources will easily be able to 
obtain renewable transport fuels from 
elsewhere. While it would technically be 
possible for the Community to meet its 
biofuel target solely from domestic 
production, it is both likely and desirable 
that the target will in fact be met through 
a combination of domestic production and 
imports. To this end, the Commission 
should monitor the supply of the 
Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade 
negotiations as well as environmental, 
cost, energy security and other 
considerations. 

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Besides serious concerns about the negative impacts of unsustainable development of 
biofuels, what is important is that each Member State reaches its national target and that the 
EU as a whole reaches the 20% energy consumption from renewable sources. How much out 
of this 20% would be the share of the transport sector is of secondary importance.
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Amendment 157
Umberto Guidoni

Proposal for a directive
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
10% target for renewable energy in 
transport to be set at the same level for 
each Member State in order to ensure 
consistency in transport fuel specifications 
and availability. Because transport fuels 
are traded easily, Member States with low 
endowments of the relevant resources will 
easily be able to obtain renewable transport 
fuels from elsewhere. While it would 
technically be possible for the Community 
to meet its biofuel target solely from 
domestic production, it is both likely and 
desirable that the target will in fact be met 
through a combination of domestic 
production and imports. To this end, the 
Commission should monitor the supply of 
the Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant 
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations 
as well as environmental, cost, energy 
security and other considerations. 

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
5% target for renewable energy in transport 
to be set at the same level for each Member 
State in order to ensure consistency in 
transport fuel specifications and 
availability. Because transport fuels are 
traded easily, Member States with low 
endowments of the relevant resources will 
easily be able to obtain renewable transport 
fuels from elsewhere. While it would 
technically be possible for the Community 
to meet its biofuel target solely from 
domestic production, it is both likely and 
desirable that the target will in fact be met 
through a combination of domestic 
production and imports. To this end, the 
Commission should monitor the supply of 
the Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant 
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations 
as well as environmental, cost, energy 
security and other considerations. 

Or. it

Amendment 158
Hannes Swoboda

Proposal for a directive
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
10% target for renewable energy in 

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
7% target for renewable energy in transport 
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transport to be set at the same level for 
each Member State in order to ensure 
consistency in transport fuel specifications 
and availability. Because transport fuels 
are traded easily, Member States with low 
endowments of the relevant resources will 
easily be able to obtain renewable transport 
fuels from elsewhere. While it would 
technically be possible for the Community 
to meet its biofuel target solely from 
domestic production, it is both likely and 
desirable that the target will in fact be met 
through a combination of domestic 
production and imports. To this end, the 
Commission should monitor the supply of
the Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant 
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations 
as well as environmental, cost, energy 
security and other considerations. 

to be set at the same level for each Member 
State in order to ensure consistency in 
transport fuel specifications and 
availability. Because transport fuels are 
traded easily, Member States with low 
endowments of the relevant resources will 
easily be able to obtain renewable transport 
fuels from elsewhere. While it would 
technically be possible for the Community 
to meet its biofuel target solely from 
domestic production, it is both likely and 
desirable that the target will in fact be met 
through a combination of domestic 
production and imports. To this end, the 
Commission should monitor the supply of 
the Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant 
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations 
as well as environmental, cost, energy 
security and other considerations. 

Or. en

Justification

The 10% aim of biofuels might have a negative impact on nutrition and other essential fields 
therefore a 7% aim is more realistic and refers more to sustainability criteria.

Amendment 159
Robert Goebbels

Proposal for a directive
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
10% target for renewable energy in 
transport to be set at the same level for 
each Member State in order to ensure 
consistency in transport fuel specifications 
and availability. Because transport fuels 

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
10% target for renewable energy in 
transport to be set at the same level for 
each Member State in order to ensure 
consistency in transport fuel specifications 
and availability. Because transport fuels 
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are traded easily, Member States with low 
endowments of the relevant resources will 
easily be able to obtain renewable transport 
fuels from elsewhere. While it would 
technically be possible for the Community 
to meet its biofuel target solely from 
domestic production, it is both likely and 
desirable that the target will in fact be met 
through a combination of domestic 
production and imports. To this end, the 
Commission should monitor the supply of 
the Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant 
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations 
as well as environmental, cost, energy 
security and other considerations. 

are traded easily, Member States with low 
endowments of the relevant resources will 
easily be able to obtain renewable transport 
fuels from elsewhere. While it would 
technically be possible for the Community 
to meet its biofuel target solely from 
domestic production, it is both likely and 
desirable that the target will in fact be met 
through a combination of domestic 
production and imports. To this end, the 
Commission should monitor the supply of 
the Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant 
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations 
as well as environmental, social, cost, 
energy security and other considerations. 

Or. fr

Justification

The social impact of environmental measures must always be taken into consideration.

Amendment 160
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
10% target for renewable energy in 
transport to be set at the same level for 
each Member State in order to ensure 
consistency in transport fuel specifications 
and availability. Because transport fuels 
are traded easily, Member States with low 
endowments of the relevant resources will 
easily be able to obtain renewable transport 
fuels from elsewhere. While it would 
technically be possible for the Community 

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
10% target for renewable energy in 
transport, in conjunction with a 
mandatory 20% improvement in energy 
efficiency in transport, to be set at the 
same level for each Member State in order 
to ensure consistency in transport fuel 
specifications and availability. Because 
transport fuels are traded easily, Member 
States with low endowments of the 
relevant resources will easily be able to 
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to meet its biofuel target solely from 
domestic production, it is both likely and 
desirable that the target will in fact be met 
through a combination of domestic 
production and imports. To this end, the 
Commission should monitor the supply of 
the Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant 
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations 
as well as environmental, cost, energy 
security and other considerations. 

obtain renewable transport fuels from 
elsewhere. While it would technically be 
possible for the Community to meet its 
biofuel target solely from domestic 
production, it is both likely and desirable 
that the target will in fact be met through a 
combination of domestic production and 
imports. To this end, the Commission 
should monitor the supply of the 
Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant 
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations 
as well as environmental, cost, energy 
security and other considerations.

Or. en

Justification

Because the Renewable Energy target is a percentage target it is essential to consider it 
alongside measures to reduce total energy demand.

Amendment 161
Mechtild Rothe, Britta Thomsen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
10% target for renewable energy in 
transport to be set at the same level for 
each Member State in order to ensure 
consistency in transport fuel specifications 
and availability. Because transport fuels 
are traded easily, Member States with low 
endowments of the relevant resources will 
easily be able to obtain renewable transport 
fuels from elsewhere. While it would 
technically be possible for the Community 
to meet its biofuel target solely from 

(10) By contrast, it is appropriate for the 
10% target for renewable energy in 
transport to be set at the same level for 
each Member State in order to ensure 
consistency in transport fuel specifications 
and availability. Because transport fuels 
are traded easily, Member States with low 
endowments of the relevant resources will 
easily be able to obtain renewable transport 
fuels from elsewhere. While it would 
technically be possible for the Community 
to meet its target for renewable energy in 
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domestic production, it is both likely and 
desirable that the target will in fact be met 
through a combination of domestic 
production and imports. To this end, the 
Commission should monitor the supply of 
the Community market for biofuels, and 
should, as appropriate, propose relevant 
measures to achieve a balanced approach 
between domestic production and imports, 
taking into account the development of 
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations 
as well as environmental, cost, energy 
security and other considerations.

transport solely from domestic production, 
it is both likely and desirable that the target 
will in fact be met through a combination 
of domestic production and imports. To 
this end, the Commission should monitor 
the supply of the Community market for 
biofuels, and should, as appropriate, 
propose relevant measures to achieve a 
balanced approach between domestic 
production and imports, taking into 
account the development of multilateral 
and bilateral trade negotiations as well as 
environmental, cost, energy security,
greenhouse gas savings and other 
considerations.

Or. en

Justification

The Directive sets a 10% target for energy from renewable sources in the transport sector by 
2020. Therefore, this Recital must be changed accordingly to make it consistent. While 
monitoring the market for biofuels, the Commission should as well take into consideration 
greenhouse gas savings.

Amendment 162
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 10 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10a) Member States should aim to 
diversify the renewable energy mix in 
each transport sector. The Commission 
should present a report to the European 
Parliament and to the Council by June 1, 
2015 outlining the potential for increasing 
the use of renewable energy in each 
transport sector.

Or. en
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Justification

The potential for renewable energy from transport exists in all sectors, not only road 
transport, and needs to be developed.

Amendment 163
Britta Thomsen, Anni Podimata

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards a an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national
action plan including sectoral targets, while 
having in mind that there are different uses 
of biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new biomass resources. 

(11) To ensure that the mandatory overall 
targets are achieved, Member States should 
work towards mandatory minimum 
interim targets tracing a path towards the 
achievement of their final mandatory
targets. They should establish a renewable 
energy action plan including information 
on joint target agreements, reference 
statistics, mandatory national final and 
interim targets as well as sectoral targets. 
In addition, they should set out their 
measures to achieve these targets, while 
having in mind that there are different uses 
of biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new biomass resources. 
Assessments concerning the expected 
contribution of each renewable energy 
technology and a strategic environmental 
assessment should be included.

Or. en

Amendment 164
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should comply 
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towards an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets, while 
having in mind that there are different uses 
of biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new biomass resources.

with mandatory interim targets towards 
the achievement of their 2020 targets, and 
should establish a national renewable 
energy action plan (RAP) including 
sectoral targets, while having in mind that 
there are different uses of biomass and 
therefore it is essential to mobilise new 
biomass resources.

Or. en

Justification

In order to ensure that the EC target of 20% share of renewable energy by 2020 will be met, 
it is necessary that, along with the overall individual target for each Member State, interim 
targets are also adopted. These targets should be binding on Member States. The European 
Commission should be responsible for monitoring compliance and taking action in case of 
failure, including the imposition of a direct penalty.

Amendment 165
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards a an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets, while 
having in mind that there are different uses 
of biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new biomass resources. 

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
according to a binding trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets and a 
mandatory 20%improvement in energy 
efficiency  for transport, while having in 
mind that there are different uses of 
biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new biomass resources. 

Or. en

Justification

Because the Renewable Energy target is a percentage target it is essential to consider it 
alongside measures to reduce total energy demand. Binding interim targets are necessary to 
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ensure that early progress on the development of renewables is made.

Amendment 166
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards a an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets, while 
having in mind that there are different uses 
of biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new biomass resources.

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards a an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets, while
having in mind that there are different uses 
of biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new and sustainable biomass 
resources. The Member States should take 
account of existing energy-efficient 
conventional energy equipment in the 
heating and cooling sector, and should 
consider combining this with a gradual 
introduction of renewable energy sources 
such as thermic solar energy and liquid 
biofuels.

Or. de

Justification

It is not enough to make the mobilisation of new biomass resources the sole basic criterion, 
since such resources must also be sustainable in order to ensure sufficient security of 
innovation and planning. EU policy should also consider the potential of highly energy-
efficient existing heating and cooling systems, so as to permit the gradual and cost-effective 
introduction of renewables for heating and cooling.
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Amendment 167
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards a an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets, while 
having in mind that there are different uses 
of biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new biomass resources.

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards a an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets, while 
having in mind that there are different uses 
of renewable energies and therefore it is 
essential to mobilise new renewable
resources. It is essential to ensure that 
Member States put in place cost effective 
policies and measures in order to 
minimise cost to customers and society.

Or. en

Justification

The Directive is not just about biomass, also about other renewable sources like wind-, solar-
, and hydropower. Customers should not have to pay much more for green energy than for 
energy from conventional sources.

Amendment 168
Gunnar Hökmark

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards a an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets, while 
having in mind that there are different 
uses of biomass and therefore it is 

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards a an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets.
Because environmental and climate issues 
are closely linked, the Member States 
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essential to mobilise new biomass 
resources.

should be given incentives to support 
environmentally-friendly energy 
production which does not contribute to 
increased greenhouse gas emissions. In 
order to come closer to resolving climate 
problems, it is important to stress that 
climate-neutral energy sources should not 
be given less favourable treatment for tax 
purposes than other energy sources.

Or. sv

Amendment 169
Mia De Vits, Philippe Busquin

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets, while 
having in mind that there are different uses 
of biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new biomass resources.

(11) To ensure that the overall targets are 
achieved, Member States should work 
towards an indicative trajectory tracing a 
path towards the achievement of their 
targets, and should establish a national 
action plan including sectoral targets, while 
having in mind that there are different uses 
of biomass and therefore it is essential to 
mobilise new biomass resources. Member 
States should consider the use of existing 
energy-efficient conventional energy 
equipment in the heating and cooling 
sector combined with the gradual 
introduction of renewable energy sources, 
via thermal solar energy and bioliquids.

Or. en

Justification

EU policies should consider the potential of existing very high efficiency heating systems to 
allow the gradual and cost-effective penetration of renewable energies for heating.
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Amendment 170
Gunnar Hökmark

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11a) Underlines that the incentives used 
to increase the use of renewable energy 
sources should be CO2 related taxation 
and not state subsidies. The starting point 
must be that renewable energy sources 
compete on equal terms, in order for them 
to develop in the most competitive way. It 
is the responsibility of the European 
Commission to ensure that state aid rules 
are respected.

Or. en

Amendment 171
Françoise Grossetête

Proposal for a directive
Recital 11 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11a) It is essential to ensure that Member 
States put in place cost-effective policies 
and measures in order to minimise the 
cost to energy consumers and society.

Or. fr

Justification

Renewable energy policies must be cost effective.
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Amendment 172
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) To permit the benefits of 
technological advance and economies of 
scale to be reaped, the indicative trajectory
should take into account the possibility of a 
more rapid growth in the use of energy 
from renewable sources in later years. In 
this way, special attention can be given to 
sectors that disproportionately suffer from 
the absence of technological advance and 
economies of scale and therefore remain 
under-developed, but which in future could 
significantly contribute to reaching the 
targets for 2020.

(12) To permit the benefits of 
technological advance and economies of 
scale to be reaped, the mandatory interim 
targets should take into account the 
possibility of a more rapid growth in the 
use of energy from renewable sources in 
later years. In this way, special attention 
can be given to sectors that 
disproportionately suffer from the absence 
of technological advance and economies of 
scale and therefore remain under-
developed, but which in future could 
significantly contribute to reaching the 
targets for 2020.

Or. en

Justification

In order to ensure that the EC target of 20% share of renewable energy by 2020 will be met, 
it is necessary that, along with the overall individual target for each Member State, interim 
targets are also adopted. These targets should be binding on Member States. The European 
Commission should be responsible for monitoring compliance and taking action in case of 
failure, including the imposition of a direct penalty.

Amendment 173
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) To permit the benefits of 
technological advance and economies of 
scale to be reaped, the indicative trajectory
should take into account the possibility of a 
more rapid growth in the use of energy 

(12) To permit the benefits of 
technological advance and economies of 
scale to be reaped, these binding
trajectories should take into account the 
possibility of a more rapid growth in the 
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from renewable sources in later years. In 
this way, special attention can be given to 
sectors that disproportionately suffer from 
the absence of technological advance and 
economies of scale and therefore remain 
under-developed, but which in future could 
significantly contribute to reaching the 
targets for 2020.

use of energy from renewable sources in 
later years. In this way, special attention 
can be given to sectors that 
disproportionately suffer from the absence 
of technological advance and economies of 
scale and therefore remain under-
developed, but which in future could 
significantly contribute to reaching the 
targets for 2020.

Or. en

Justification

Binding interim targets are necessary to ensure that early progress on the development of 
renewables is made.

Amendment 174
Mechtild Rothe, Britta Thomsen, Anni Podimata

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12) To permit the benefits of 
technological advance and economies of 
scale to be reaped, the indicative trajectory
should take into account the possibility of a 
more rapid growth in the use of energy 
from renewable sources in later years. In 
this way, special attention can be given to 
sectors that disproportionately suffer from 
the absence of technological advance and 
economies of scale and therefore remain 
under-developed, but which in future could 
significantly contribute to reaching the 
targets for 2020.

(12) To permit the benefits of 
technological advance and economies of 
scale to be reaped, the mandatory 
minimum interim targets should take into 
account the possibility of a more rapid 
growth in the use of energy from 
renewable sources in later years. In this 
way, special attention can be given to 
sectors that disproportionately suffer from 
the absence of technological advance and 
economies of scale and therefore remain 
under-developed, but which in future could 
significantly contribute to reaching the 
targets for 2020.

Or. en

Justification

To ensure that Member States are truly progressing and not leaving decisions till the year 
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2020 the trajectory has to be binding and seen as a minimum level of ambition.

Amendment 175
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12a) To ensure that the Member States 
comply with the objectives pursued by this 
Directive, and particularly with the 
mandatory interim and final targets, as 
well as the overall EC target of 20% by 
2020, and also to provide incentives for
Member States to go beyond those targets, 
this Directive should introduce a direct 
penalty mechanism. Penalties should be 
imposed by the European Commission 
against Member States which fail to meet 
their targets. The revenue from such 
penalties should be used to finance a 
specific fund (assigned revenue), in 
accordance with Council Regulation (EC, 
Euratom) No 1605/2002 of 25 June 2002 
on the Financial Regulation applicable to 
the general budget of the European 
Communities1. 
_____________________________
1OJ L 248, 16.9.2002, p. 1.

Or. en

Justification

The European Community has long been regulating the common market and imposing, in this 
context, production quotas and levies largely burdening Member States. Since quotas are now 
becoming tools of environmental policy, financial penalties should be adopted here to provide 
Member States with incentives to invest in renewable energy, while the revenue from the 
penalties may further be used to boost the development of renewable energy in the European 
Union.
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Amendment 176
Anni Podimata

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12a) To further increase the use of 
energy from renewable sources it is 
necessary to create a truly functioning 
energy market, the external costs of 
energy production and consumption need 
to be properly attributed to the different 
energy sources. If all social, 
environmental and health care costs are 
properly take into account, energy from 
most of the renewable sources available 
today is already fully cost competitive and 
often cheaper than energy from 
conventional sources. Support systems for 
energies from renewable sources 
therefore constitute political instruments 
to compensate for the lack of 
internalization of external costs and for 
competitive disadvantages in distorted 
energy markets.

Or. en

Justification

It is important to make a reference about external costs of conventional energy in comparison 
to renewable energies.

Amendment 177
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12a) The Community and Member States 
should dedicate a significant amount of 
financial resources to the research and 
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development of renewable energy 
technologies, including out of the 
revenues from the Emissions Trading 
Scheme. The European Institute of 
Technology should give high priority to 
the research and development of 
renewable energy technologies.

Or. en

Amendment 178
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12 b (new) 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12b) Concerning the establishment of a 
penalty mechanism, the European 
Commission should be empowered to 
adopt the necessary implementing 
measures. These measures should be 
adopted by the end of 2010 at the latest; 
they should specify the methods of 
calculation and collection of penalties and 
set out detailed provisions for the 
administrative handling of the penalties 
and the establishment of the fund, where 
the relevant revenues should be allocated, 
as well as the management and use of the 
fund to support renewable energy projects 
in Member States which have exceeded 
their targets, and generally to enhance 
and strengthen the research, production 
and use of renewable energies and 
increased energy efficiency in the 
European Union.  Since those measures 
are of general scope and are designed to 
amend non-essential elements of the 
Directive by supplementing it with new 
non-essential elements, they must be 
adopted in accordance with the regulatory 
procedure with scrutiny provided for in 
Article 5a of Council Decision 
1999/468/EC of 28 June 1999 laying 
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down the procedures for the exercise of 
implementing powers conferred on the 
Commission1. The Commission should 
also be empowered to amend the 
monitoring and reporting requirements in 
light of the experience drawn from the 
application of the Directive.
1 OJ L 184 , 17/07/1999 P. 0023 - 0026.

Or. en

Justification

The European Commission should adopt the necessary implementing measures (under the 
regulatory procedure with scrutiny), in order to set out how the sums collected under the 
direct penalty mechanism will be handled and managed, so as to promote investments in 
renewable energy, by giving appropriate incentives to the Member States.

Amendment 179
Anni Podimata

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12b) Public support for electricity from 
renewable energy sources is based on the 
assumption that, in the long run, it can 
compete with conventionally produced 
electricity. Such support will be necessary 
to reach the Community's objectives with 
regard to its expansion, in particular for 
as long as electricity prices in the internal 
market do not reflect the full social and 
environmental costs and benefits of 
energy sources used. The Community 
Guidelines and policies for State aid for 
environmental protection should take full 
account of the need to internalise all 
external costs of electricity until fair 
competition has been achieved.

Or. en
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Justification

In the context of the electricity market, the Commission's interest in revising the Community 
Guidelines for State aid for environmental protection must be to create fair competition for 
all energy sources. Electricity from fossil sources and nuclear energy are still being sold at 
prices which do not reflect the real costs.

Amendment 180
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12c) The penalty should be calculated on 
the basis of the Member State's shortfall 
of MWh of renewable energy compared 
with its mandatory interim target, and 
should be set at an appropriate level to 
provide a strong incentive for Member 
States to invest in renewable energy, with 
a view to complying with, and even 
exceeding,  national targets.

Or. en

Justification

The assessment method and the price of the penalty should be such as to ensure that Member 
States have a real and strong incentive to invest in renewable energy, in order to comply with, 
and even go beyond, their targets- instead of finding in the penalty a cheap solution for 
evading their obligations. According to current economic considerations, 90 Euros per 
missed MWh of renewable energy would be an appropriate basis for calculating the penalty, 
in view of the abovementioned aims.
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Amendment 181
Anni Podimata

Proposal for a directive
Recital 12 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(12c) When favouring the development of 
a market for renewable energy sources, it 
is necessary to take into account the 
positive impact on regional and local 
development opportunities, export 
prospects, social cohesion and 
employment opportunities, especially as 
concerns small and medium-sized 
undertakings as well as independent 
power producers.

Or. en

Amendment 182
Herbert Reul

Proposal for a directive
Recital 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13) The path should take 2005 as its 
starting point because that is the latest 
year for which reliable data on national 
renewable energy shares are available.

deleted

Or. de

Justification

The goal which counts is 20%. How and when the Member States achieve this goal must be 
left up to them. A 2005 starting point would also fail to take account of the many efforts made 
by Member States between 1990 and 2005.
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Amendment 183
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 13

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13) The path should take 2005 as its 
starting point because that is the latest year 
for which reliable data on national 
renewable energy shares are available.

(13) The path should take 2005 as its 
starting point because that is the latest year 
for which reliable data on national 
renewable energy shares are available and 
is the baseline for the '20% by 2020' 
energy efficiency target.

Or. en

Justification

Because the Renewable Energy target is a percentage target it is essential to consider it 
alongside measures to reduce total energy demand.

Amendment 184
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 13 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13a) It is necessary to set unambiguous 
definitions of renewable energy sources. 
Only those covered specifically by the 
precise category of renewable energies in 
Eurostat and the IPCC should be 
considered by this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

Only true renewable energies will have to be considered in this Directive.
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Amendment 185
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 13 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13a) Member States may wish to 
encourage local and regional authorities 
to set targets in excess of national targets 
and to involve local and regional 
authorities in the drawing up of national 
action plans and in the raising of 
awareness of the benefits of renewable 
energy.

Or. en

Justification

Implementation of the Renewable Energy Directive will involve many actions at local and 
regional level so local and regional authorities should be integrated as much as possible into 
planning and execution of national plans.

Amendment 186
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 13 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(13b) Peat should not be considered as a 
renewable energy.

Or. en

Justification

Peat is considered as a separate category under the IPCC. According to the IPCC, peat is not 
a renewable energy and greenhouse gases emissions from peat must be reported by Parties as 
part of the fossil fuels emissions.



PE407.890v01-00 54/103 AM\728452EN.doc

EN

Amendment 187
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 14

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(14) It is necessary to set unambiguous 
rules for calculating the share of energy 
from renewable sources.

(14) It is necessary to set transparent and
unambiguous rules for calculating the share 
of energy from renewable sources.

Or. en

Amendment 188
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) In calculating the contribution of 
hydropower, the effects of climatic 
variation should be smoothed through the 
use of a normalisation rule.

(15) In calculating the contribution of 
hydropower and wind power, the effects of 
climatic variation should be smoothed 
through the use of a normalisation rule.

Or. en

Justification

Like hydropower, windpower is also dependent on weather conditions. A normalisation rule 
needs to be introduced for wind as well.

Amendment 189
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) In calculating the contribution of 
hydropower, the effects of climatic 

(15) In calculating the contribution of 
hydropower and wind power, the effects of 
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variation should be smoothed through the 
use of a normalisation rule.

climatic variation should be smoothed 
through the use of a normalisation rule.

Or. en

Justification

Wind power, like hydropower, is subject to climatic variation.

Amendment 190
Britta Thomsen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) In calculating the contribution of 
hydropower, the effects of climatic 
variation should be smoothed through the 
use of a normalisation rule.

(15) In calculating the contribution of 
hydropower and wind power, the effects of 
climatic variation should be smoothed 
through the use of a normalisation rule.

Or. en

Justification

Wind power production is highly fluctuating due to climatic variation, and should for this 
reason also be subject to the normalisation rule.

Amendment 191
Nikolaos Vakalis

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the air 
to transfer the thermal energy to a useful 
temperature level, need electricity to 
function. Heat pumps using ambient heat 

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or groundwater, 
and heat pumps using ambient heat from 
surface water or air to transfer the thermal 
energy to a useful temperature level, need 
some energy input (typically electricity) to 
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from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 
energy coming from heat pumps using 
ambient heat from the air that meet the 
minimum requirements of the coefficient 
of performance established in 
Commission Decision 2007/742/EC, in 
accordance with Regulation (EC) No 
1980/2000 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 17 July 2000 on a 
revised Community eco-label award 
scheme, should be taken into account for 
the purpose of measuring compliance 
with the targets established by this 
Directive.

function. Thermal energy generated by 
heating or cooling systems using 
geothermal energy from the ground or 
water should be taken into account after 
having deduced the non-renewables final 
energy input required to operate the 
systems.

Or. en

Justification

A consistent nomenclature in the area of geothermal energy, provided by the European 
Geothermal Energy Council, should be used in order to avoid confusion.

Heat pumps using geothermal resources from the ground or groundwater need some energy 
input (typically in form of electricity) to function, like all other energy systems. In order to 
address the total amount of produced renewable and useful heat, the final energy input has to 
be deduced from the shallow geothermal heating and cooling production.

Amendment 192
Paul Rübig

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the 
air to transfer the thermal energy to a 
useful temperature level, need electricity 
to function. Heat pumps using ambient 
heat from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 

(16) Heat pumps using aerothermal, 
geothermal or hydrothermal energy as 
heat source should be taken into account 
for the purpose of measuring compliance 
with the targets established by this 
Directive.
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energy coming from heat pumps using 
ambient heat from the air that meet the 
minimum requirements of the coefficient 
of performance established in 
Commission Decision 2007/742/EC, in 
accordance with Regulation (EC) No 
1980/2000 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 17 July 2000 on a 
revised Community eco-label award 
scheme, should be taken into account for 
the purpose of measuring compliance with 
the targets established by this Directive. 

Or. en

Justification

Heat pumps are able to provide heating or cooling by using renewable thermal energy from 
air, water or ground sources. Heat pumps need auxiliary energy to function. Electricity is not 
the only energy source to drive heat pumps. It can also be driven by other energy sources 
such as gas. All technologies should be treated on a same level. To do this, technology 
descriptive requirements should be avoided. Additionally, the calculation of the renewable 
share shall be based on Article 5.

Amendment 193
Jan Březina

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the 
air to transfer the thermal energy to a 
useful temperature level, need electricity 
to function. Heat pumps using ambient 
heat from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 
energy coming from heat pumps using 
ambient heat from the air that meet the 
minimum requirements of the coefficient 
of performance established in 

(16) Heat pumps using aerothermal, 
geothermal or hydrothermal energy as 
heat source should be taken into account 
for the purpose of measuring compliance 
with the targets established by this 
Directive.
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Commission Decision 2007/742/EC, in 
accordance with Regulation (EC) No 
1980/2000 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 17 July 2000 on a 
revised Community eco-label award 
scheme should be taken into account for 
the purpose of measuring compliance with 
the targets established by this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

Heat pumps are able to provide heating or cooling by using renewable thermal energy from 
air, water or ground sources. Heat pumps need auxiliary energy to function. Electricity is not 
the only energy source to drive heat pumps. It can also be driven by other energy sources 
such as gas. All technologies should be treated on a same level. To do this, technology 
descriptive requirements should be avoided. Additionally, the calculation of the renewable 
share shall be based on Article 5.

Amendment 194
Philippe Busquin

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the air 
to transfer the thermal energy to a useful 
temperature level, need electricity to 
function. Heat pumps using ambient heat 
from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 
energy coming from heat pumps using 
ambient heat from the air that meet the 
minimum requirements of the coefficient 
of performance established in 
Commission Decision 2007/742/EC, in 
accordance with Regulation (EC) No 
1980/2000 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 17 July 2000 on a 

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or groundwater, 
and heat pumps using ambient heat from 
surface water or air to transfer the thermal 
energy to a useful temperature level, need
some energy input (typically in form of 
electricity). Thermal energy generated by 
heating or cooling systems using 
geothermal energy from the ground or 
water should be taken into account after 
having deduced the non-renewables final 
energy input required to operate the 
systems.
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revised Community eco-label award 
scheme, should be taken into account for 
the purpose of measuring compliance 
with the targets established by this 
Directive.

Or. en

Justification

EGEC, and the European Ground Source Heat Pump Committee, have agreed on the 
following nomenclature, consistent with their definition of geothermal energy:
- Shallow geothermal energy: heat from the underground including ground water.
- Ambient heat: heat from air or surface water.
- Heat pumps: a tool to use low-temperature renewable energy and can use shallow 
geothermal and ambient heat.
The shallow geothermal systems represent the energy stored (in water, soil and rock) in the 
uppermost 400 m of the subsoil.

Amendment 195
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the air 
to transfer the thermal energy to a useful 
temperature level, need electricity to 
function. Heat pumps using ambient heat 
from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 
energy coming from heat pumps using 
ambient heat from the air that meet the 
minimum requirements of the coefficient 
of performance established in 
Commission Decision 2007/742/EC, in 
accordance with Regulation (EC) No 
1980/2000 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 17 July 2000 on a 
revised Community eco-label award 

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the air 
to transfer the thermal energy to a useful 
temperature level, need electricity to 
function. Heat pumps using ambient heat 
from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, air source heat pumps 
should not be taken into account for the 
purpose of measuring compliance with the 
targets established by this Directive.
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scheme, should be taken into account for 
the purpose of measuring compliance with 
the targets established by this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

Because heat pumps use significant amounts of electricity which may be generated at low 
levels of efficiency from non-renewable sources, they cannot be categorised as a renewable 
energy source.

Amendment 196
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the air 
to transfer the thermal energy to a useful 
temperature level, need electricity to 
function. Heat pumps using ambient heat 
from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 
energy coming from heat pumps using 
ambient heat from the air that meet the 
minimum requirements of the coefficient 
of performance established in Commission 
Decision 2007/742/EC, in accordance with 
Regulation (EC) No 1980/2000 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
17 July 2000 on a revised Community eco-
label award scheme, should be taken into 
account for the purpose of measuring 
compliance with the targets established by 
this Directive.

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the air 
to transfer the thermal energy to a useful 
temperature level, need electricity to 
function. Therefore, in order to avoid 
promoting the use of significant amounts 
of conventional energy, every type of heat 
pump should meet the minimum 
requirements of the coefficient of 
performance established in Commission 
Decision 2007/742/EC, in accordance with 
Regulation (EC) No 1980/2000 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
17 July 2000 on a revised Community eco-
label award scheme, so that the useful 
thermal energy coming from the heat 
pump complies with the targets 
established by this directive for 
measurement purposes.

Or. de
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Justification

The most energy-efficient types of heat pump must be promoted, irrespective of the source of 
the heat (air, water or ground) in accordance with the Commission’s new eco-label No 
Decision 2007/42/EC.

Amendment 197
Françoise Grossetête

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the 
air to transfer the thermal energy to a
useful temperature level, need electricity 
to function. Heat pumps using ambient 
heat from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 
energy coming from heat pumps using 
ambient heat from the air that meet the 
minimum requirements of the coefficient 
of performance established in Commission 
Decision 2007/742/EC, in accordance with 
Regulation (EC) No 1980/2000 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
17 July 2000 on a revised Community eco-
label award scheme, should be taken into 
account for the purpose of measuring 
compliance with the targets established by 
this Directive.

(16) Heat pumps using heat from
geothermal resources from the ground or 
water, or from the ambient air may require 
the use of significant amounts of 
conventional energy to transfer heat to a 
useful temperature level. Therefore, only
heat pumps that meet the minimum 
requirements of the coefficient of 
performance established in Commission 
Decision 2007/742/EC, in accordance with 
Regulation (EC) No 1980/2000 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
17 July 2000 on a revised Community eco-
label award scheme, should be taken into 
account for the purpose of measuring 
compliance with the targets established by 
this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

All heat pumps require the use of conventional energy (electricity, natural gas, etc.). It is not 
relevant to distinguish between different types of heat pumps. Besides, this approach is the 
basis of the eco-label mentioned in the Recital where all kinds of heat pumps (regardless of 
the type of warm or cold source) must meet minimum standards of performance (for the 
efficiency in heating and cooling modes).
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Amendment 198
Anne Laperrouze

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and
heat pumps using ambient heat from the 
air to transfer the thermal energy to a 
useful temperature level, need electricity 
to function. Heat pumps using ambient 
heat from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 
energy coming from heat pumps using 
ambient heat from the air that meet the 
minimum requirements of the coefficient 
of performance established in Commission 
Decision 2007/742/EC, in accordance with 
Regulation (EC) No 1980/2000 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
17 July 2000 on a revised Community eco-
label award scheme, should be taken into 
account for the purpose of measuring 
compliance with the targets established by 
this Directive.

(16) Heat pumps using heat from
geothermal resources from the ground or 
water, or from the ambient air may require
the use of significant amounts of 
conventional energy to transfer heat to a 
useful temperature level. Therefore, only
heat pumps that meet the minimum 
requirements of the coefficient of 
performance established in Commission 
Decision 2007/742/EC, in accordance with 
Regulation (EC) No 1980/2000 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 
17 July 2000 on a revised Community eco-
label award scheme, should be taken into 
account for the purpose of measuring 
compliance with the targets established by 
this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

All heat pumps require the use of conventional energy (electricity, natural gas, etc.). It is not 
relevant to distinguish between different types of heat pumps. Besides, this approach is the 
basis of the eco-label mentioned in the Recital where all kinds of heat pumps (regardless of 
the type of warm or cold source) must meet minimum standards of performance (for the 
efficiency in heating and cooling modes).
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Amendment 199
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 16

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the air 
to transfer the thermal energy to a useful 
temperature level, need electricity to 
function. Heat pumps using ambient heat 
from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 
energy coming from heat pumps using 
ambient heat from the air that meet the 
minimum requirements of the coefficient 
of performance established in 
Commission Decision 2007/742/EC, in 
accordance with Regulation (EC) No 
1980/2000 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council of 17 July 2000 on a 
revised Community eco-label award 
scheme, should be taken into account for 
the purpose of measuring compliance with 
the targets established by this Directive.

(16) Heat pumps using geothermal 
resources from the ground or water, and 
heat pumps using ambient heat from the air 
to transfer the thermal energy to a useful 
temperature level, need electricity to 
function. Heat pumps using ambient heat 
from the air often require the use of 
significant amounts of conventional 
energy. Therefore, only useful thermal 
energy coming from heat pumps using 
geothermal energy from the ground and 
water should be taken into account for the 
purpose of measuring compliance with the 
targets established by this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

Heat pumps using ambient heat from air are an energy efficiency instrument which is covered 
under the existing energy end-use efficiency and energy services Directive 2006/32/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 5 April 2006. In order to avoid double counting 
the energy harnessed in this way should not be taken into account for the purposes of this 
Directive.
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Amendment 200
Anni Podimata

Proposal for a directive
Recital 17 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17a) It is necessary to support the 
demonstration and commercialisation 
phase for decentralised renewable 
technologies. The move towards 
decentralized energy production has many 
benefits such as utilisation of local energy 
sources, shorter transport distances and 
reduced energy transmission losses. It 
also fosters community development (i.e. 
by providing income sources and creating 
jobs locally) and cohesion.

Or. en

Amendment 201
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 17 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17a) In the long term, no distortions of 
competition should arise as a result of the 
promotion or subsidising of renewable 
energy sources.

Or. de

Justification

The promotion of renewables must not lead to distortions of competition, since the aim must 
be for the renewables to assert themselves independently and competitively on the market.
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Amendment 202
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 17 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17b) The recycling of biomass, 
particularly timber, should always take 
precedence over its use for energy 
production.

Or. de

Justification

The use of biomass for energy should not have a negative impact on its recycling, particularly 
in the case of wood.

Amendment 203
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 17 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17c) In order to exploit the full potential 
of biomass, the Member States and the 
EU should ensure greater mobilisation of 
existing timber reserves and the 
development of new forestry systems.

Or. de

Justification

In the Member States and in the EU only part of the biomass potential is actually used, 
particularly in the case of wood. The necessary forestry systems structures should be 
improved in order to increase the share of renewables in this sector.
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Amendment 204
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 17 d (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(17d) The use of agriculture to produce 
high-quality foodstuffs should take 
precedence over its use for energy 
production.

Or. de

Justification

The use of biomass for energy purposes must not be to the detriment of food production.

Amendment 205
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) Imported electricity, produced from 
renewable energy sources outside the 
Community, may count towards Member 
States' targets. However, to avoid a net 
increase in greenhouse gas emissions 
through the diversion of existing 
renewable sources and their complete or 
partial replacement by conventional 
energy sources, only electricity generated 
by renewable energy installations that 
become operational after the entry into 
force of this Directive should be eligible to 
be counted. To ensure that such imports 
can be tracked and accounted for in a 
reliable way, it is appropriate for them to 
take place within the framework of a 
system of guarantees of origin. Agreements 
with third countries concerning the 
organisation of this trade in electricity from 

(18) Imported electricity, produced from 
renewable energy sources outside the 
Community, may count towards Member 
States' targets. To ensure that such imports 
can be tracked and accounted for in a 
reliable way, it is appropriate for them to 
take place within the framework of a 
system of guarantees of origin. Agreements 
with third countries concerning the 
organisation of this trade in electricity from 
renewable energy sources will be 
considered.
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renewable energy sources will be 
considered.

Or. en

Justification

Why not include installations which are already operational if they can meet the 
requirements.

Amendment 206
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18) Imported electricity, produced from 
renewable energy sources outside the 
Community, may count towards Member 
States' targets. However, to avoid a net 
increase in greenhouse gas emissions 
through the diversion of existing renewable 
sources and their complete or partial 
replacement by conventional energy 
sources, only electricity generated by 
renewable energy installations that become 
operational after the entry into force of this 
Directive should be eligible to be counted. 
To ensure that such imports can be tracked 
and accounted for in a reliable way, it is 
appropriate for them to take place within 
the framework of a system of guarantees of 
origin. Agreements with third countries 
concerning the organisation of this trade in 
electricity from renewable energy sources 
will be considered.

(18) Imported electricity, produced from 
renewable energy sources outside the 
Community, may count towards Member 
States' targets. However, to foster the 
increased use of energy from renewable 
sources not only in the European Union 
and to avoid a net increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions through the diversion of 
existing renewable sources and their 
complete or partial replacement by 
conventional energy sources, only 
electricity generated in countries which 
have comparably ambitious expansion 
targets for energy from renewable sources
and which was generated by renewable 
energy installations that become 
operational after the entry into force of this 
Directive and was physically imported and 
consumed should be eligible to be counted. 
To ensure that such imports can be tracked 
and accounted for in a reliable way, it is 
appropriate for them to take place within 
the framework of a system of guarantees of 
origin for disclosure. Agreements with 
third countries concerning the organisation 
of this trade in electricity from renewable 
energy sources will be considered.
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Or. en

Justification

For a smooth development of energy from renewable sources it is necessary to increase their 
use in as many countries and regions as possible. Therefore it should be avoided to create 
any incentive for economically poorer countries to export electricity from renewable sources 
instead of primarily using it for domestic supply.

Amendment 207
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18a) This Directive does not require 
Member States to recognise the purchase 
of a guarantee of origin from other 
Member States or the corresponding 
purchase of electricity as a contribution to 
the fulfilment of a national quota 
obligation. However, to facilitate trade in 
electricity produced from renewable 
energy sources and to increase 
transparency for the consumer's choice 
between electricity produced from non-
renewable and electricity produced from 
renewable energy sources, the guarantee 
of origin of such electricity is necessary. 
Schemes for the guarantee of origin do 
not by themselves imply a right to benefit 
from national support mechanisms 
established in different Member States. It 
is important that all forms of electricity 
produced from renewable energy sources 
are covered by such guarantees of origin.

Or. en
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Amendment 208
Esko Seppänen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18a) Owing to the wholesale pricing 
system for electricity, this Directive 
represents a 'new start' for investments in 
zero-emission nuclear installations. Every 
new nuclear plant investment should 
accordingly increase the share of energy 
produced from renewables.

Or. en

Justification

The nuclear energy investments do not increase emissions, but the investors must take into 
account the responsibility to increase the renewable energy production at the same time.

Amendment 209
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18b) It is important to distinguish clearly 
between guarantees of origin and 
exchangeable green certificates.

Or. en

Justification

In order to guarantee transparency on the source of energy of which the electricity was 
produced from and not distort the existing voluntary market of exchangeable green 
certificates, it has to be distinguish between both.
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Amendment 210
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18 c (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18c) Member States are responsible for 
meeting their individual targets for the 
share of energy from renewable sources. 
They operate different national support 
schemes for renewable energy sources, 
including green certificates, investment 
aid, tax exemptions or reductions, tax 
refunds and direct price support schemes. 
One important means to achieve the aim 
of this Directive is to guarantee the proper 
functioning of these mechanisms, until a 
Community framework is put into 
operation, in order to maintain investor 
confidence.

Or. en

Justification

Thanks to some proper well designed national support schemes combined with a functioning 
administration Europe is world leader in renewable energy. Therefore, it has to be ensured 
that these support schemes can guarantee the further development of renewables in Europe.

Amendment 211
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 18 d (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(18d) Given that Member States provide 
direct and indirect support for non-
renewable energy sources without fully 
internalising the external consequential 
costs, the internal energy market is 
distorted in favour of those energy 
sources. Appropriate support for energy 
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from renewable sources cannot therefore 
be regarded as distorting competition but 
should be seen as creating more equal 
conditions. In order to create a level 
playing field in the internal energy market 
Member States must be able to provide for 
incentives to increase the share of energy 
from renewable sources in the internal 
energy market.

Or. en

Justification

Renewable energy sources contribute to environmental protection and cause no ecological 
consequential costs. Appropriate compensation on the basis of avoided consequential costs 
cannot therefore be regarded as distorting competition.

Amendment 212
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) To create opportunities for reducing 
the cost of achieving the targets laid down 
in this Directive, it is appropriate both to 
facilitate the consumption in Member 
States of energy produced from renewable 
sources in other Member States, and also 
to enable Member States to count 
electricity, heating and cooling consumed 
in other Member States towards their own 
national targets. For this reason, 
harmonised provisions for the design and 
transfer of guarantees of origin in these 
sectors should be adopted.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Member States are responsible for meeting their national binding targets. The successful 
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development of RES in Europe is mostly due to proper well designed national support 
schemes and a functioning administration. In this Directive Member States are free to choose 
in which sector they want to do most. An additional flexibility-mechanism is therefore not 
necessary.

Amendment 213
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) To create opportunities for reducing 
the cost of achieving the targets laid down 
in this Directive, it is appropriate both to 
facilitate the consumption in Member 
States of energy produced from renewable 
sources in other Member States, and also to 
enable Member States to count electricity, 
heating and cooling consumed in other 
Member States towards their own national 
targets. For this reason, harmonised 
provisions for the design and transfer of 
guarantees of origin in these sectors should 
be adopted.

(19) To create opportunities for reducing 
the cost of achieving the targets laid down 
in this Directive, in addition to the 
national effort required it is appropriate 
both to facilitate the consumption in 
Member States of energy produced from 
renewable sources in other Member States, 
and also to enable Member States to count 
electricity, heating and cooling consumed
in other Member States towards their own 
national targets. For this reason, 
harmonised provisions for the design and 
transfer of guarantees of origin in these 
sectors should be adopted.

Or. en

Justification

Efforts to promote renewable energies must be done first at home.

Amendment 214
Herbert Reul

Proposal for a directive
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) To create opportunities for reducing 
the cost of achieving the targets laid down 

(19) To create opportunities for reducing 
the cost of achieving the targets laid down 
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in this Directive, it is appropriate both to 
facilitate the consumption in Member 
States of energy produced from renewable 
sources in other Member States, and also to 
enable Member States to count electricity, 
heating and cooling consumed in other 
Member States towards their own national 
targets. For this reason, harmonised 
provisions for the design and transfer of 
guarantees of origin in these sectors should 
be adopted.

in this Directive, it is appropriate both to 
facilitate the consumption in Member 
States of energy produced from renewable 
sources in other Member States, and also to 
enable Member States to count electricity, 
heating and cooling consumed in other 
Member States towards their own national 
targets. For this reason, harmonised 
provisions for the design and transfer of 
guarantees of origin in these sectors should 
be adopted. Similarly, the system of 
guarantees of origin should also apply to 
biofuels and other bioliquids which 
provides for greater flexibility and 
reduced cost in meeting the biofuels 
objectives. Harmonised provisions for a 
separate tradable credit system for 
biofuels and other bioliquids should 
therefore also be adopted.

Or. en

Justification

The system of Guarantees of Origin should be extended to include biofuels in a separate 
tradable credit system, to provide greater flexibility to meet the biofuel targets and to avoid 
the unnecessary physical movements of biofuels. The system proposed will interface with 
current Member State biofuel regulatory support measures such as biofuel obligations, and 
builds on and allows harmonization of existing tradable biofuel credit schemes that already 
exists in major EU Member States.

Amendment 215
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Proposal for a directive
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) To create opportunities for reducing 
the cost of achieving the targets laid down 
in this Directive, it is appropriate both to 
facilitate the consumption in Member 
States of energy produced from renewable 
sources in other Member States, and also to 

(19) To create opportunities for reducing 
the cost of achieving the targets laid down 
in this Directive, it is appropriate both to 
facilitate the consumption in Member 
States of energy produced from renewable 
sources in other Member States, and also to 
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enable Member States to count electricity, 
heating and cooling consumed in other 
Member States towards their own national 
targets. For this reason, harmonised 
provisions for the design and transfer of 
guarantees of origin in these sectors should 
be adopted.

enable Member States to count electricity, 
heating and cooling consumed in other 
Member States towards their own national 
targets. For this reason, harmonised 
provisions for the design and transfer of 
guarantees of origin in these sectors should 
be adopted. Transfer of guarantees of 
origin should be permissible for both 
governments and companies.

Or. en

Justification

Companies will be the ones who make the actual investment decisions in renewable energy 
projects. Therefore it is important that companies themselves can hold and transfer 
Guarantees of Origin in the market. This principle should be explicitly recognised in the 
Directive.

Amendment 216
Gunnar Hökmark

Proposal for a directive
Recital 19

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(19) To create opportunities for reducing 
the cost of achieving the targets laid down 
in this Directive, it is appropriate both to 
facilitate the consumption in Member 
States of energy produced from renewable 
sources in other Member States, and also to 
enable Member States to count electricity, 
heating and cooling consumed in other 
Member States towards their own national 
targets. For this reason, harmonised 
provisions for the design and transfer of 
guarantees of origin in these sectors should 
be adopted.

(19) To create opportunities for reducing 
the cost of achieving the targets laid down 
in this Directive, it is appropriate both to 
facilitate the consumption in Member 
States of energy produced from renewable 
sources in other Member States, and also to 
enable Member States to count electricity, 
heating and cooling consumed in other 
Member States towards their own national 
targets. For this reason, harmonised 
provisions for the design and transfer of 
guarantees of origin in these sectors should 
be adopted. Transfer of guarantees of 
origin should be permissible for both 
governments and companies.

Or. en
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Amendment 217
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) The obligatory issuing, on request, of 
guarantees of origin for heating or 
cooling produced from renewable energy 
sources, should be limited to plants with a 
capacity of at least 5 MWth, in order to 
avoid the unnecessarily high 
administrative burdens that would be 
imposed if smaller installations, including 
those in households, were to be included.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Member States are responsible for meeting their national binding targets. The successful 
development of RES in Europe is mostly due to proper well designed national support 
schemes and a functioning administration. In this Directive Member States are free to choose 
in which sector they want to do most. An additional flexibility-mechanism is therefore not 
necessary.

Amendment 218
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 20

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(20) The obligatory issuing, on request, of 
guarantees of origin for heating or cooling 
produced from renewable energy sources, 
should be limited to plants with a capacity 
of at least 5 MWth, in order to avoid the 
unnecessarily high administrative burdens 
that would be imposed if smaller 
installations, including those in 

(20) The obligatory issuing, on request, of 
guarantees of origin for heating or cooling 
produced from renewable energy sources, 
should be limited to plants with a capacity 
of at least 1 MWth, in order to avoid the 
unnecessarily high administrative burdens 
that would be imposed if smaller 
installations, including those in 
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households, were to be included. households, were to be included.

Or. de

Justification

In order for smaller plants – which add up to a large potential – to be taken into account in 
achieving the renewables share target, the issuing of guarantees of origin should be extended 
to plants with a capacity of at least 1 MWth.

Amendment 219
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) Member States should be able to 
establish systems of prior authorisation 
for the transfer of guarantees of origin to 
or from other Member States if they need 
to do so to ensure a secure and balanced 
energy supply, to achieve the 
environmental objectives that underlie 
their support scheme, or to comply with 
the targets laid down in this Directive. 
Such systems should be limited to what is 
necessary and proportionate and should 
not constitute a means of arbitrary 
discrimination.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Member States are responsible for meeting their national binding targets. The successful 
development of RES in Europe is mostly due to proper well designed national support 
schemes and a functioning administration. In this Directive Member States are free to choose 
in which sector they want to do most. An additional flexibility-mechanism is therefore not 
necessary.
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Amendment 220
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) Member States should be able to 
establish systems of prior authorisation 
for the transfer of guarantees of origin to 
or from other Member States if they need 
to do so to ensure a secure and balanced 
energy supply, to achieve the 
environmental objectives that underlie 
their support scheme, or to comply with 
the targets laid down in this Directive. 
Such systems should be limited to what is 
necessary and proportionate and should 
not constitute a means of arbitrary 
discrimination.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

The guarantees of origin are not tradable goods and cannot be transferred.

Amendment 221
Dirk Sterckx

Proposal for a directive
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) Member States should be able to 
establish systems of prior authorisation 
for the transfer of guarantees of origin to 
or from other Member States if they need 
to do so to ensure a secure and balanced 
energy supply, to achieve the 
environmental objectives that underlie 
their support scheme, or to comply with 
the targets laid down in this Directive. 
Such systems should be limited to what is 
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necessary and proportionate and should 
not constitute a means of arbitrary 
discrimination.

Or. nl

Justification

It is not logical, in a European single market in gas, to permit the Member States to impose 
restrictions on the transfer of guarantees of origin between the Member States. Furthermore, 
such restrictions are not in line with the 3rd Energy Package, which seeks precisely to 
encourage cross-border trade in energy.

Amendment 222
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 21

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(21) Member States should be able to 
establish systems of prior authorisation for 
the transfer of guarantees of origin to or 
from other Member States if they need to 
do so to ensure a secure and balanced 
energy supply, to achieve the 
environmental objectives that underlie their 
support scheme, or to comply with the 
targets laid down in this Directive. Such 
systems should be limited to what is 
necessary and proportionate and should not 
constitute a means of arbitrary 
discrimination.

(21) Member States should be able to 
establish systems of prior authorisation for 
the transfer of transfer accounting 
certificates to or from other Member States 
if they need to do so to ensure a secure and 
balanced energy supply, to achieve the 
environmental objectives that underlie their 
support scheme, or to comply with the 
targets laid down in this Directive. Such 
systems should be limited to what is 
necessary and proportionate and should not 
constitute a means of arbitrary 
discrimination.

Or. en

Justification

A new flexible way for achieving the national renewable energy targets has been introduced 
in this Directive for those Member States which want to opt-in for such a system. It is 
important to clearly distinguish between guarantees of origin, which are for disclosure 
purposes only, and transfer accounting certificates, which is for target accounting purposes 
only.
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Amendment 223
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) Once the system of harmonised 
guarantees of origin has been tested, the 
Commission should review whether any 
further changes are needed.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Member States are responsible for meeting their national binding targets. The successful 
development of RES in Europe is mostly due to proper well designed national support 
schemes and a functioning administration. In this Directive Member States are free to choose 
in which sector they want to do most. An additional flexibility-mechanism is therefore not 
necessary.

Amendment 224
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) Once the system of harmonised 
guarantees of origin has been tested, the 
Commission should review whether any 
further changes are needed.
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Or. en
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Amendment 225
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) Once the system of harmonised 
guarantees of origin has been tested, the 
Commission should review whether any 
further changes are needed.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

Recital not needed.

Amendment 226
Mechtild Rothe

Proposal for a directive
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) To avoid interference with support 
schemes granted to existing installations 
and to avoid overcompensation of 
renewable energy producers, only 
guarantees of origin issued to 
installations that were commissioned after 
the date of entry into force of this 
Directive, or for production due to an 
increase, after that date, in the renewable 
energy capacity of an installation, should 
be transferable between Member States.
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Or. en

Justification

Member States are responsible for meeting their national binding targets. The successful 
development of RES in Europe is mostly due to proper well designed national support 
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schemes and a functioning administration. In this Directive Member States are free to choose 
in which sector they want to do most. An additional flexibility-mechanism is therefore not 
necessary.

Amendment 227
Fiona Hall

Proposal for a directive
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) To avoid interference with support 
schemes granted to existing installations 
and to avoid overcompensation of 
renewable energy producers, only 
guarantees of origin issued to 
installations that were commissioned after 
the date of entry into force of this 
Directive, or for production due to an 
increase, after that date, in the renewable 
energy capacity of an installation, should 
be transferable between Member States.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

The guarantees of origin are not tradable goods and cannot be transferred.

Amendment 228
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Proposal for a directive
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) To avoid interference with support 
schemes granted to existing installations 
and to avoid overcompensation of 
renewable energy producers, only 
guarantees of origin issued to 
installations that were commissioned after 
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the date of entry into force of this 
Directive, or for production due to an 
increase, after that date, in the renewable 
energy capacity of an installation, should 
be transferable between Member States.

Or. en

Amendment 229
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 23

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) To avoid interference with support 
schemes granted to existing installations 
and to avoid overcompensation of 
renewable energy producers, only
guarantees of origin issued to installations 
that were commissioned after the date of 
entry into force of this Directive, or for 
production due to an increase, after that 
date, in the renewable energy capacity of 
an installation, should be transferable 
between Member States.

(23) To avoid interference with support 
schemes granted to existing installations 
and to avoid overcompensation of 
renewable energy producers, only transfer 
accounting certificates issued to 
installations that were commissioned after 
the date of entry into force of this 
Directive, or for production due to an 
increase, after that date, in the renewable 
energy capacity of an installation, should 
be transferable between Member States.

Or. en

Justification

A new flexible way for achieving the national renewable energy targets has been introduced 
in this Directive for those Member States which want to opt-in for such a system. It is 
important to clearly distinguish between guarantees of origin, which are for disclosure 
purposes only, and transfer accounting certificates, which is for target accounting purposes 
only.
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Amendment 230
Anni Podimata

Proposal for a directive
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The lack of transparent rules and 
coordination between the different 
authorisation bodies has been shown to 
hinder the deployment of renewable 
energy. Therefore the specific structure of 
the renewable energy sector should be 
taken into account when national, regional 
and local authorities review their 
administrative procedures for giving 
permission to construct and operate plants 
producing electricity, heating and cooling 
or transport fuels from renewable energy 
sources. Administrative approval 
procedures should be streamlined with 
clear deadlines for installations using 
energy from renewable sources. Planning 
rules and guidelines should be adapted to 
take into consideration cost effective and 
environmentally beneficial renewable 
heating and cooling and electricity 
equipment.

(24) The lack of transparent rules and 
coordination between the different 
authorisation bodies has been shown to 
hinder the deployment of renewable 
energy. Therefore the specific structure of 
the renewable energy sector should be 
taken into account when national, regional 
and local authorities review their 
administrative procedures for giving 
permission to construct and operate plants 
producing electricity, heating and cooling 
or transport fuels from renewable energy 
sources. A single administrative body 
responsible for all necessary 
authorisations should be established. This 
body should be installed at the level 
closest to the projects, preferably 
municipal or regional level.
Administrative approval procedures should 
be streamlined with clear deadlines for 
installations using energy from renewable 
sources. Planning rules and guidelines 
should be adapted to take into 
consideration cost effective and 
environmentally beneficial renewable 
heating and cooling and electricity 
equipment.

Or. en

Justification

The rapid deployment of Renewable energies is often hindered by complicated procedures too 
many layers of decision power and a lack of concentration. A one-stop shopping approach is 
desirable. But this should not mean that it is necessary that the permission authority would 
only lie on the national level. In case municipalities have set their own RE development 
planning they need to be encouraged and they should maybe in cooperation with the next 
higher administrative level become the responsible concentrating authority.
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Amendment 231
Britta Thomsen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 24

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(24) The lack of transparent rules and 
coordination between the different 
authorisation bodies has been shown to 
hinder the deployment of renewable 
energy. Therefore the specific structure of 
the renewable energy sector should be 
taken into account when national, regional 
and local authorities review their 
administrative procedures for giving 
permission to construct and operate plants 
producing electricity, heating and cooling 
or transport fuels from renewable energy 
sources. Administrative approval 
procedures should be streamlined with 
clear deadlines for installations using 
energy from renewable sources. Planning 
rules and guidelines should be adapted to 
take into consideration cost effective and 
environmentally beneficial renewable 
heating and cooling and electricity 
equipment.

(24) The lack of transparent rules and 
coordination between the different 
authorisation bodies has been shown to 
hinder the deployment of renewable 
energy. Therefore the specific structure of 
the renewable energy sector should be 
taken into account when national, regional 
and local authorities review their 
administrative procedures for giving 
permission to construct and operate plants 
producing electricity, heating and cooling 
or transport fuels from renewable energy 
sources. A single administrative body 
responsible for all necessary 
authorisations should be established.
Administrative approval procedures should 
be streamlined with clear deadlines for 
installations using energy from renewable 
sources. Planning rules and guidelines 
should be adapted to take into 
consideration cost effective and 
environmentally beneficial renewable 
heating and cooling and electricity 
equipment.

Or. en

Justification

Renewable Energy often face a lot of administrative burden and due to many companies in the 
sector being SMEs this should be reduced as much as possible.
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Amendment 232
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 26

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26) At national and regional level, rules 
and obligations for minimum requirements 
of renewable energy use in new and 
refurbished buildings have led to 
considerable increases in renewable energy 
use. These measures should be encouraged 
in a wider European context, while 
promoting more energy-efficient renewable 
energy applications in building codes and 
regulations.

(26) At national and regional level, rules 
and obligations for minimum requirements 
of renewable energy use in new buildings 
have led to considerable increases in 
renewable energy use. These measures 
should be encouraged in a wider European 
context, while promoting more energy-
efficient renewable energy applications in 
building codes and regulations.

Or. de

Justification

The minimum requirements imposed by these rules and obligations should apply solely to new 
buildings.

Amendment 233
Herbert Reul

Proposal for a directive
Recital 26

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26) At national and regional level, rules 
and obligations for minimum requirements 
of renewable energy use in new and 
refurbished buildings have led to 
considerable increases in renewable energy 
use. These measures should be encouraged 
in a wider European context, while 
promoting more energy-efficient renewable 
energy applications in building codes and 
regulations.

(26) At national and regional level, rules 
and obligations for minimum requirements 
of renewable energy use in new buildings 
have led to considerable increases in 
renewable energy use. These measures 
should be encouraged in a wider European 
context, while promoting more energy-
efficient renewable energy applications in 
building codes and regulations.
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Or. de

Justification

The requirement for the use of renewables in refurbished buildings represents an excessive 
and disproportionate burden on property owners. The refurbishment itself generally results in 
the achievement of significant energy savings potential. Furthermore, some Member States 
have rules on the protection of historic monuments which are incompatible with the 
requirement to use renewable energy after refurbishment.

Amendment 234
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 26

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26) At national and regional level, rules 
and obligations for minimum requirements 
of renewable energy use in new and 
refurbished buildings have led to 
considerable increases in renewable energy 
use. These measures should be encouraged 
in a wider European context, while 
promoting more energy-efficient 
renewable energy applications in building 
codes and regulations.

(26) At national and regional level, rules 
and obligations for minimum requirements 
of renewable energy in new and 
refurbished buildings have led to 
considerable increases in renewable 
energy. These measures should be 
encouraged in a wider European context, 
while promoting more energy-efficient 
buildings.

Or. en

Justification

Use of renewable energies, including passive ones, has to be encouraged in the building 
sector. This must however be part of a comprehensive approach aiming at reducing the 
overall energy consumption in this sector as in each individual building whether it is a new or 
a refurbished one.
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Amendment 235
Eluned Morgan

Proposal for a directive
Recital 26 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26a) Fuel prices have been rising and 
energy poverty is affecting a growing 
number of people in the European 
Community, costs for consumers should 
be considered within the context of 
promoting energy from renewable 
sources. An integrated approach is needed 
to eradicate fuel poverty and should 
include social measures and the 
protection of vulnerable consumers, 
alongside energy efficient improvements 
for housing and long term environmental 
goals to reduce carbon emissions.

Or. en

Amendment 236
Nikolaos Vakalis

Proposal for a directive
Recital 26 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(26a) The European Parliament, in its 
Resolution of 14 February 2006 with 
recommendations to the Commission on 
heating and cooling from renewable 
sources of energy1, called for tax 
advantages, direct investment aid, 
regulatory measures and other 
mechanisms for the promotion of the 
utilisation of renewable energy systems 
and of local and remote district heating 
and cooling from renewable energies.
_______________________________
1 OJ C 280 E, 29.11.2006, p. 115.
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Or. en

Justification

In its resolution on the Promotion of RES of 14 February 2006, the European Parliament 
recognised the importance of district heating and cooling for the achievement of the EU 
target of 20% energy share from RES.

Amendment 237
Alejo Vidal-Quadras

Proposal for a directive
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) Information and training gaps, 
especially in the heating and cooling 
sector, should be removed in order to 
encourage the deployment of energy from 
renewable sources.

(27) Information and training gaps, 
especially in the heating and cooling 
sector, should be removed in order to 
encourage the deployment of energy from 
renewable sources and hybrid systems 
combining conventional energy and 
renewable energy sources.

Or. en

Justification

Hybrid renewable and conventional energy systems can be an optimal economic and 
environmental way of introducing renewable sources to the heating, cooling and electricity 
sectors. Consumers should receive adequate information to enable them to make informed 
decisions on how to reduce energy consumption, associated emissions and use of natural 
resources.

Amendment 238
Reino Paasilinna

Proposal for a directive
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) Information and training gaps, (27) Information and training gaps, 



AM\728452EN.doc 89/103 PE407.890v01-00

EN

especially in the heating and cooling 
sector, should be removed in order to 
encourage the deployment of energy from 
renewable sources.

especially in the heating and cooling 
sector, should be removed in order to 
encourage the deployment of energy from 
renewable sources and hybrid systems 
combining conventional energy and 
renewable energy sources.

Or. en

Justification

Hybrid renewable and conventional energy systems can be an optimal economic and 
environmental way of introducing renewable sources to the heating, cooling and electricity 
sectors. Consumers should receive adequate information to enable them to make informed 
decisions on how to reduce energy consumption, associated emissions and use of natural 
resources.

Amendment 239
Mia De Vits, Philippe Busquin

Proposal for a directive
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) Information and training gaps, 
especially in the heating and cooling 
sector, should be removed in order to 
encourage the deployment of energy from 
renewable sources.

(27) Information and training gaps, 
especially in the heating and cooling 
sector, should be removed in order to 
encourage the deployment of energy from 
renewable sources and hybrid systems 
combining conventional energy and 
renewable energy sources.

Or. en

Justification

Hybrid renewable and conventional energy systems can be an optimal economic and 
environmental way of introducing renewable sources to the heating, cooling and electricity 
sectors. Consumers should receive adequate information to enable them to make informed 
decisions on how to reduce energy consumption, associated emissions and use of natural 
resources.
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Amendment 240
Françoise Grossetête

Proposal for a directive
Recital 27

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(27) Information and training gaps, 
especially in the heating and cooling 
sector, should be removed in order to 
encourage the deployment of energy from 
renewable sources.

(27) Information and training gaps, 
especially in the heating and cooling 
sector, should be removed in order to 
encourage the deployment of both energy 
from renewable sources and high 
efficiency technologies.

Or. en

Justification

Policies should be defined in terms of result-based obligations rather than in terms of means. 
It requires therefore an optimal combination of renewable energy sources and high-efficiency 
technologies, rather than one or the other option. Furthermore, for a given building, there 
might not exist locally available renewable energy sources.

Amendment 241
Jorgo Chatzimarkakis

Proposal for a directive
Recital 28

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28) A coordinated approach is needed to 
develop training and appropriate 
certification should be made available to 
small scale renewable energy equipment 
installers in order to avoid market 
distortions and to ensure high quality 
products and service provision for 
consumers. National certification schemes 
should be mutually recognised by Member 
States and should therefore be based on 
minimum harmonised principles, taking 
into account European technology 
standards, and existing training and 
qualification regimes for renewable energy 

(28) A coordinated approach is needed to 
develop training and appropriate 
certification should be made available to 
small scale renewable energy equipment 
installers in order to avoid market 
distortions and to ensure high quality 
products and service provision for 
consumers. National certification schemes 
should be mutually recognised by Member 
States and should therefore be based on 
minimum harmonised principles, taking 
into account European technology 
standards, and existing training and 
qualification regimes for renewable energy 
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equipment installers. Directive 2005/36/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 7 September 2005 on the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
should continue to apply to issues not 
governed by this Directive, such as the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
of installers not certified in one Member 
State.

equipment installers. Directive 2005/36/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 7 September 2005 on the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
should continue to govern the recognition 
of professional qualifications for 
regulated professions. In so far as 
entering or exercising the profession of 
installer is regulated, the preconditions 
for recognition of professional 
qualifications are laid down in Directive 
2005/36/EC; these preconditions should 
also apply to installers certified in a 
Member State.

Or. de

Justification

Directive 2005/36/EC governs recognition of professional qualifications for regulated 
professions. It must continue to apply to installers who have voluntarily had themselves 
certified in accordance with the Directive on renewable energies. The installation of 
equipment using renewable energies constitutes only part of the work of, for example, heating 
engineers. Certification to exercise part of the work of a regulated profession cannot imply a 
right to exercise the whole profession. The legal basis for matters relating to the recognition 
of professional qualifications is Art. 47 of the EC Treaty.

Amendment 242
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 28

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28) A coordinated approach is needed to 
develop training and appropriate 
certification should be made available to 
small scale renewable energy equipment 
installers in order to avoid market 
distortions and to ensure high quality 
products and service provision for
consumers. National certification schemes 
should be mutually recognised by Member 
States and should therefore be based on 

(28) A coordinated approach is needed to 
develop training and appropriate 
certification should be made available to 
small scale renewable energy equipment 
installers in order to avoid market 
distortions and to ensure high quality 
products and service provision for 
consumers. National certification schemes 
should be mutually recognised by Member 
States and should therefore be based on 
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minimum harmonised principles, taking 
into account European technology 
standards, and existing training and 
qualification regimes for renewable energy 
equipment installers. Directive 2005/36/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 7 September 2005 on the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
should continue to apply to issues not 
governed by this Directive, such as the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
of installers not certified in one Member 
State.

minimum harmonised principles, taking 
into account European technology 
standards, and existing training and 
qualification regimes for renewable energy 
equipment installers. Directive 2005/36/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 7 September 2005 on the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
should continue to govern the recognition 
of professional qualifications for 
regulated professions. In so far as 
entering or exercising the profession of 
installer is regulated, the preconditions 
for recognition of professional 
qualifications are laid down in Directive 
2005/36/EC; these preconditions should 
also apply to installers certified in a 
Member State.

Or. de

Justification

Directive 2005/36/EC governs recognition of professional qualifications for regulated 
professions. It must continue to apply to installers who have voluntarily had themselves 
certified in accordance with the Directive on renewable energies. The installation of 
equipment using renewable energies constitutes only part of the work of, for example, heating 
engineers. Certification to exercise part of the work of a regulated profession cannot imply a 
right to exercise the whole profession. The legal basis for matters relating to the recognition 
of professional qualifications is Art. 47 of the EC Treaty.

Amendment 243
Herbert Reul, Robert Goebbels

Proposal for a directive
Recital 28

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28) A coordinated approach is needed to 
develop training and appropriate 
certification should be made available to 
small scale renewable energy equipment 
installers in order to avoid market 
distortions and to ensure high quality 

(28) A coordinated approach is needed to 
develop training and appropriate 
certification should be made available to 
small scale renewable energy equipment 
installers in order to avoid market 
distortions and to ensure high quality 
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products and service provision for 
consumers. National certification schemes 
should be mutually recognised by Member 
States and should therefore be based on 
minimum harmonised principles, taking 
into account European technology 
standards, and existing training and 
qualification regimes for renewable energy 
equipment installers. Directive 2005/36/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 7 September 2005 on the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
should continue to apply to issues not 
governed by this Directive, such as the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
of installers not certified in one Member 
State.

products and service provision for 
consumers. National certification schemes 
should be mutually recognised by Member 
States and should therefore be based on 
minimum harmonised principles, taking 
into account European technology 
standards, and existing training and 
qualification regimes for renewable energy 
equipment installers. Directive 2005/36/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 7 September 2005 on the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
should continue to govern the recognition 
of professional qualifications for 
regulated professions. In so far as 
entering or exercising the profession of 
installer is regulated, the preconditions 
for recognition of professional 
qualifications are laid down in Directive 
2005/36/EC; these preconditions should 
also apply to installers certified in a 
Member State.

Or. de

Justification

Directive 2005/36/EC governs recognition of professional qualifications for regulated 
professions. It must continue to apply to installers who have voluntarily had themselves 
certified in accordance with the Directive on renewable energies. The installation of 
equipment using renewable energies constitutes only part of the work of, for example, heating 
engineers. Certification to exercise part of the work of a regulated profession cannot imply a 
right to exercise the whole profession. The legal basis for matters relating to the recognition 
of professional qualifications is Art. 47 of the EC Treaty.

Amendment 244
Anja Weisgerber

Proposal for a directive
Recital 28

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28) A coordinated approach is needed to 
develop training and appropriate 

(28) A coordinated approach is needed to 
develop training and appropriate 
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certification should be made available to 
small scale renewable energy equipment 
installers in order to avoid market 
distortions and to ensure high quality 
products and service provision for 
consumers. National certification schemes 
should be mutually recognised by Member 
States and should therefore be based on 
minimum harmonised principles, taking 
into account European technology 
standards, and existing training and 
qualification regimes for renewable energy 
equipment installers. Directive 2005/36/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 7 September 2005 on the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
should continue to apply to issues not 
governed by this Directive, such as the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
of installers not certified in one Member 
State.

certification should be made available to 
small scale renewable energy equipment 
installers in order to avoid market 
distortions and to ensure high quality 
products and service provision for 
consumers. National certification schemes 
should be mutually recognised by Member 
States and should therefore be based on 
minimum harmonised principles, taking 
into account European technology 
standards, and existing training and 
qualification regimes for renewable energy 
equipment installers. Directive 2005/36/EC 
of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 7 September 2005 on the 
recognition of professional qualifications 
should continue to govern the recognition 
of professional qualifications for 
regulated professions. In so far as 
entering or exercising the profession of 
installer is regulated, the preconditions 
for recognition of professional 
qualifications are laid down in Directive 
2005/36/EC; these preconditions should 
also apply to installers certified in a 
Member State.

Or. de

Justification

Directive 2005/36/EC governs recognition of professional qualifications for regulated 
professions. It must continue to apply to installers who have voluntarily had themselves 
certified in accordance with the Directive on renewable energies. The installation of 
equipment using renewable energies constitutes only part of the work of, for example, heating 
engineers. Certification to exercise part of the work of a regulated profession cannot imply a 
right to exercise the whole profession. The legal basis for matters relating to the recognition 
of professional qualifications is Art. 47 of the EC Treaty.
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Amendment 245
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 28 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(28a) Combined cycle power stations 
represent the best possible combination of 
the advantages of the various renewable 
energy sources, while also being as 
reliable and efficient as a traditional 
large-scale power station. The 
Commission should make incentives 
available for the expansion of and further 
research into such combined cycle power 
stations.  This would permit the growing 
energy production from renewable 
sources in Europe to be used more 
effectively, since combined cycle power 
stations are capable of linking and 
channelling energy produced all over 
Europe by wind, solar, biomass and 
hydroelectric power plants.

Or. de

Justification

Combined cycle power stations are capable of combining the advantages and offsetting the
disadvantages of renewable energy sources and thus of linking and channelling energy from 
wind and solar plants, which only produce energy subject to availability, together with top-up 
energy from biogas and hydroelectric power.

Amendment 246
Anne Laperrouze

Proposal for a directive
Recital 29

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(29) While Directive 2005/36/EC lays 
down requirements for the mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications, 

(29) While Directive 2005/36/EC lays 
down requirements for the mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications, 
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including for architects, there is a further 
need to ensure that architects and planners 
properly consider the use of energy from 
renewable sources in their plans and 
designs. Member States should therefore 
provide clear guidance. This should be 
done without prejudice to the provisions of 
Directive 2005/36/EC and in particular 
Articles 46 and 49 thereof.

including for architects, there is a further 
need to ensure that architects and planners 
properly consider an optimal combination 
of renewable energy sources and high 
efficiency technologies in their plans and 
designs. Member States should therefore 
provide clear guidance. This should be 
done without prejudice to the provisions of 
Directive 2005/36/EC and in particular 
Articles 46 and 49 thereof.

Or. en

Justification

Policies should be defined in terms of result-based obligations rather than in terms of means. 
It requires therefore an optimal combination of renewable energy sources and high-efficiency 
technologies, rather than one or the other option. Furthermore, for a given building, there 
might not exist locally available renewable energy sources.
Energy efficiency is essential to meet the 2020 targets. This is all the more important for 
buildings, since they offer important energy efficiency potential.

Amendment 247
Françoise Grossetête

Proposal for a directive
Recital 29

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(29) While Directive 2005/36/EC lays 
down requirements for the mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications, 
including for architects, there is a further 
need to ensure that architects and planners 
properly consider the use of energy from 
renewable sources in their plans and 
designs. Member States should therefore 
provide clear guidance. This should be 
done without prejudice to the provisions of 
Directive 2005/36/EC and in particular 
Articles 46 and 49 thereof.

(29) While Directive 2005/36/EC lays 
down requirements for the mutual 
recognition of professional qualifications, 
including for architects, there is a further 
need to ensure that architects and planners 
properly consider an optimal combination 
of renewable energy sources and high 
efficiency technologies in their plans and 
designs. Member States should therefore 
provide clear guidance. This should be 
done without prejudice to the provisions of 
Directive 2005/36/EC and in particular 
Articles 46 and 49 thereof.

Or. en
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Justification

Policies should be defined in terms of result-based obligations rather than in terms of means. 
It requires therefore an optimal combination of renewable energy sources and high-efficiency 
technologies, rather than one or the other option. Furthermore, for a given building, there 
might not exist locally available renewable energy sources. Energy efficiency is essential to 
meet the 2020 targets. This is all the more important for buildings, since they offer important 
energy efficiency potential.

Amendment 248
Jerzy Buzek

Proposal for a directive
Recital 29 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(29a) There is a need for a strong support 
for renewable energy utility grid 
integration as well as for the use of 
intermittent energy storage systems (such 
as batteries) for “integrated” renewable 
energy production.

Or. en

Justification

The imbalance between the renewable energy supply and demand requires efficient 
intermediate energy storage capacity.

Amendment 249
Vittorio Prodi

Proposal for a directive
Recital 30

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30) The costs of connecting new 
producers of electricity from renewable 
energy sources to the electricity grid 
should be objective, transparent and non-
discriminatory and due account should be 

(30) The costs of connecting new 
producers of electricity and gas from 
renewable energy sources to the electricity 
and gas grids should be objective, 
transparent and non-discriminatory and due 
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taken of the benefit embedded generators 
bring to the grid.

account should be taken of the benefit 
embedded generators bring to the grid.

Or. it

Justification

The provisions should be extended to cover the production of gas from renewable energy 
sources, as well.

Amendment 250
Umberto Guidoni

Proposal for a directive
Recital 30

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30) The costs of connecting new 
producers of electricity from renewable 
energy sources to the electricity grid 
should be objective, transparent and non-
discriminatory and due account should be 
taken of the benefit embedded generators 
bring to the grid.

(30) The costs of connecting new 
producers of electricity from renewable 
energy sources to the electricity grid 
should be objective, transparent and non-
discriminatory and due account should be 
taken of the benefit embedded generators 
bring to the grid, in particular through a 
specific scheme for sharing connection 
costs.

Or. it

Amendment 251
Anni Podimata

Proposal for a directive
Recital 30 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30a) Electricity producers who want to 
exploit the potential of renewable energies 
in the peripheral regions of the 
Community, in particular in island 
regions and regions of low population 
density, should benefit from reasonable 
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connection costs. This is to ensure that 
they are not disadvantaged in comparison 
with producers situated in more central, 
more industrialized and more densely 
populated areas.

Or. en

Justification

The text of the Commission's proposal underlines that connection costs to the grid must be 
'transparent' and 'non-discriminatory'. This point is not questioned, but there is a risk of 
slippage, if there is a misinterpretation of the principle of 'non-discrimination'. Forbidding all 
policies not aimed at maintaining a level playing field will not take into account the special 
needs of isolated communities.

Amendment 252
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 30 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(30a) The administration responsible for 
supervising authorisation, certification 
and licensing renewable energy plants 
should be objective, transparent, non-
discriminatory and proportionate when 
ruling specific projects. Any abuse or 
artificially created burden for renewables 
like the classification of renewable energy 
projects under the installations which 
represent a high health risk should 
therefore be rejected.

Or. en

Justification

Un-due administrative barriers towards the development of renewable energies must be 
forbidden.
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Amendment 253
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 31

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(31) In certain circumstances it is not 
possible to fully ensure transmission and 
distribution of electricity produced from 
renewable energy sources without 
affecting the reliability and safety of the 
grid system. In these circumstances it may 
be appropriate for financial compensation
to be given to those producers.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

There is no reason for such a recital.

Amendment 254
Herbert Reul

Proposal for a directive
Recital 31

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(31) In certain circumstances it is not 
possible to fully ensure transmission and 
distribution of electricity produced from 
renewable energy sources without affecting 
the reliability and safety of the grid system. 
In these circumstances it may be 
appropriate for financial compensation to 
be given to those producers.

(31) In certain circumstances it is not 
possible to fully ensure transmission and 
distribution of electricity produced from 
renewable energy sources without affecting 
the reliability and safety of the grid system. 
In these circumstances it should be 
possible to require the network operator to 
consider increasing network capacity.

Or. de

Justification

Most Member States already promote the production of power from renewable sources by 
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fixed feed-in payments paid by the public. In the case of electricity, for example, such fixed 
feed-in payments lead to price rises. If compensation is now also to be paid to cover cases 
where additionally produced electricity cannot be taken up into the grid – for example during 
a storm in the case of wind energy  – this too would further increase the price of electricity, 
but it would not serve the purpose of expanding the network.

Amendment 255
Werner Langen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 33 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(33a) Energy produced by offshore wind 
power plants located outside territorial 
waters should be assigned to the Member 
State to whose network they are 
connected.

Or. de

Justification

In some Member States offshore wind farms will lie outside territorial waters. These power 
plants should also be taken into account.

Amendment 256
Claude Turmes

Proposal for a directive
Recital 34

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(34) Biofuel production should be 
environmentally sustainable. Biofuels used 
for compliance with the targets laid down 
in this Directive, and those that benefit 
from national support systems, should 
therefore be required to fulfil criteria for 
environmental sustainability. 

(34) Biomass production for energy should 
be environmentally and socially 
sustainable. Biomass for energy used for 
compliance with the targets laid down in 
this Directive, and those that benefit from 
national support systems, should therefore 
be required to fulfil criteria for 
environmental and social sustainability.
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Or. en

Justification

Environmental and social sustainability criteria should apply to all biomass applications.

Amendment 257
Umberto Guidoni

Proposal for a directive
Recital 34

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(34) Biofuel production should be 
environmentally sustainable. Biofuels used 
for compliance with the targets laid down 
in this Directive, and those that benefit 
from national support systems, should 
therefore be required to fulfil criteria for 
environmental sustainability.

(34) Biofuel production should be 
environmentally sustainable and in 
keeping with labour legislation. Biofuels 
used for compliance with the targets laid 
down in this Directive, and those that 
benefit from national support systems, 
should therefore be required to fulfil 
criteria for environmental sustainability 
and to comply with International Labour 
Organization conventions on workers' 
rights and working conditions.

Or. it

Justification

Compliance with labour legislation should be an essential criterion, on a par with 
environmental sustainability, and ratification and implementation of the principal labour 
standards laid down by the ILO should be verified.

Amendment 258
Lambert van Nistelrooij

Proposal for a directive
Recital 34

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(34) Biofuel production should be (34) Biomass production should be 



AM\728452EN.doc 103/103 PE407.890v01-00

EN

environmentally sustainable. Biofuels used 
for compliance with the targets laid down 
in this Directive, and those that benefit 
from national support systems, should 
therefore be required to fulfil criteria for 
environmental sustainability.

environmentally sustainable. Biomass used 
for compliance with the targets laid down 
in this Directive, and those that benefit 
from national support systems, should 
therefore be required to fulfil criteria for 
environmental sustainability.

Or. en

Justification

Why should only biofuels and bioliquids be environmentally sustainable and not other 
biomass?

Amendment 259
Britta Thomsen

Proposal for a directive
Recital 34

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(34) Biofuel production should be 
environmentally sustainable. Biofuels used 
for compliance with the targets laid down 
in this Directive, and those that benefit 
from national support systems, should
therefore be required to fulfil criteria for 
environmental sustainability. 

(34) Biofuel production should be 
environmentally sustainable. Biofuels used 
for compliance with the targets laid down 
in this Directive, and those that benefit 
from national support systems, should 
therefore be required to fulfil criteria for 
environmental and social sustainability. 

Or. en
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