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NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

– Petition 670/2002, by Brian Semmens (British) on his deportation, without order, 
from Cyprus 

– Petition 671/2002, by Graham Cockroft (British) on his deportation, without order, 
from Cyprus 

1. Summary of petition 670/2002 

The petitioner writes that his deportation from Cyprus on 19/09/2001 was against Articles 5, 
6, 7, 8 and 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights and the Treaty of Rome. He says 
that he is an international businessman and lawyer, who, after having established an offshore 
office in Cyprus in 1997, applied and obtained residence in Cyprus in 2000, also applied for a 
residence for his wife, and then was ordered to leave Cyprus within two weeks, without 
explanation. His lawyers contacted the authorities and were informed that there would be a 
hearing on 20/09/2001. However, on 19/09/2001 Cyprus police searched his house with a 
search warrant for drugs, and arrested him on an arrest and deportation warrant dated 
29/08/2001, two weeks before the contact between lawyers and authorities. The petitioner 
then left the island on 19/09/2001 on a plane for Greece. He writes that another man of British 
nationality was deported from Cyprus not long before him. He asks how a candidate accession 
country for the European Union can carry out actions like his deportation without any reaction 
from the European Union. 

2. Summary of petition 671/2002 

The petitioner refers to the petition 670/2002, and writes that he is the other man of British 
nationality, who was deported from Cyprus without explanation the year before. He wishes to 
complain officially against the Cyprus Authorities who deported him, and who are, as he 
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believes, in contravention of the articles 5, 6 ,7, 8 and 10 of the European Convention on 
Human Rights. He says that he has exhausted all local instruments, as the Cypriot courts do 
not reply to enquiries concerning his case held in January 2002. 

3. Admissibility 

Declared admissible on 18 March 2003. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
175(3). 

4. Commission reply, received on 14 July 2003 

The petitioners claim that their deportation from Cyprus violated Articles 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10 of 
the European Convention on Human Rights. 
 
1. The Commission already informed the petitioners that it couldn’t interfere with legal 
proceedings in an acceding country. 
 
2. The Commission pointed out that the petitioners have, in addition to local actions, the 
possibility to submit an individual complaint against Cyprus for an alleged breach of the 
European Convention on Human Rights before the European Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg. 
 
 
N.B. Petitioner Cockroft has recently been arrested and placed on bail in the UK to appear 
at Chester Crown Court on 23 July 2003 to respond to charges of deception. 
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