
CM\566278EN.doc PE 350.269/REV

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 «

«««

«
«
«««

«
«

« 2009

Committee on Petitions

11.05.2005

NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0223/2004 by Maria Yolanda de Pablo García (Spanish), on behalf of the 
‘Coordinating Committee against the San Sebastián Airport Extension’, on expansion of 
San Sebastián Airport in Spain

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains that the Spanish authorities responsible for the expansion of San
Sebastián Airport, in Spain, are failing to observe Community legislation, in particular 
Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of 
wild fauna and flora, given that the projected work does not cover the necessary protection of 
fauna and flora on the sites under criticism.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 10 August 2004. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 6 December 2004.

The petitioner complains that the Spanish authorities responsible for the expansion of San 
Sebastián Airport, in Spain, are failing to observe Community legislation, in particular 
Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of 
wild fauna and flora, given that the projected work does not cover the necessary protection of 
fauna and flora on the sites under criticism.

4. Further Commission reply, received on 3 May 2005.

From the information forwarded by the Spanish authorities it appears that the San Sebastián 
Airport master plan seeks to delimit service areas so as to improve airport facilities while 
ensuring safety and efficiency. Accordingly, infrastructural needs are established and 
problems arising in this connection are outlined but not resolved.
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The authorities subsequently decided not to go ahead with a number of projected 
developments (landing strip and extension and enclosure of vehicle parking area) because of 
their possible impact on nature protection sites. Consequently the initial plan was modified so 
as to avoid leave the Natura 2000 sites untouched. Finally only one project will be carried out 
(relating to parking facilities; surfacing of raised traffic islands, extension and restructuring of 
terminal buildings; fire-fighting test area; extension of aircraft parking area; improvement and 
enlargement of power supply unit; filling and resurfacing of runway strip and perimeter path 
and clearing of drainage channels), which is judged to have no unfavourable impact on the 
area.

The authorities also decided to review the airport master plan to establish further 
infrastructural needs.

In view of this and given that the only remaining project is not likely to have an impact on 
natural habitats and species, no infringement of Community law is deemed to have occurred. 


