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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0582/2005 by Kassiani-Annita Koutsouveli (Greek), on lack of public support 
for the restoration of a protected castle in Mani, in the Southern Peloponnese

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner owns a protected castle in Mani in the Southern Peloponnese. She states that 
the castle, which contains a local historical culture centre, is in extremely poor condition and 
in need of thorough restoration. The amount which the competent Greek authorities have 
earmarked for it is, however, not sufficient to cover the necessary restoration work. The 
petitioner stresses in this connection that the authorities, instead of using the EU subsidies 
they receive to protect the architectural heritage, spend it on modern hotel projects. Since the 
protected castle, which is a unique example of the area’s traditional architecture, is in danger 
of collapse, she calls on the European Parliament to intervene.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 October 2005. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 28 March 2006.

‘The petition raises two questions. In addition to the general lack of support to the above 
mentioned restoration, the petitioner questions the way European funding is distributed by the 
authorities of the Member State.

Firstly, the Commission underlines that the protection, conservation and restoration of cultural 
heritage are the responsibilities of the competent national authorities. According to Article 
151 of the Treaty, the Community is expected to support cultural cooperation between 
Member States at European level. However, within each Member State cultural heritage 
protection is the responsibility of the national level.

Consequently, the Commission can not decide which heritage to protect within a Member 
State, and does not have the competence to control the way the subsidies are distributed.
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In general terms, in accordance with the Treaty, the Community actions should be 
supplementary to that of the national level, including when it comes to safeguarding the 
cultural heritage of European significance. In line with the above and related to the special 
case raised by the honourable member, the action requested to restore the castle in Mani, 
Peloponnesus, is the responsibility of the Member State.
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