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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0920/2005 by Evangelos Alexos (Greek), on behalf of the Domokos Citizens' Action 
Group, and 3 co-signatories, on illegal waste discharge in Domokos Ftiotidas in Greece

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner objects to a waste disposal site in the immediate vicinity of Domokos Ftiotidas, 
maintaining that it fails to meet environmental and health provisions and is a source of 
groundwater pollution and a public health hazard. The petitioner maintains that it received EU 
funding and is seeking action by the European Parliament to ensure strict compliance with EU 
legislation in this area.

Information

– The above citizens' action group has already lodged a complaint with the Lamia court.
– The petitioner includes comprehensive documentation and photographs.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 February 2006. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 12 May 2006.

Background/the petition

The petitioner raises concerns regarding the operation of a landfill site in the area of Domokos 
Ftiotidas in Greece.

According to the petitioner, the operation of the landfill, authorised in 1996-1997 and in use 
since 1999, would pose severe health and environmental risks as a result of several 
deficiencies, especially as regards leaching control and water protection, biogas control, and 
overall management of the site. The petitioner maintains that various technical conditions laid 
down in the permits have not been actually implemented. 
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Commission's comments

The general obligations for the treatment of waste are set out at Community level by Directive 
75/442/EEC on waste1. This Directive obliges Member States to ensure that waste is disposed 
of or recovered without endangering human health or the environment and that undertakings 
carrying out waste disposal or recovery operations obtain a permit and are subject to periodic 
inspections.

Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste2 defines the technical requirements for the 
design, operation, closure and after care of landfills, with the objective of preventing or 
reducing to a minimum the negative impacts of landfilling on human health and the 
environment. As regards landfills granted a permit or already in operation at the time of 
transposition of the Directive, i.e. on 16 July 2001, the Directive requires that within a year a 
conditioning plan for the site is presented to the competent authorities, so that they can decide 
whether the landfill can continue to operate in compliance with the technical requirements of 
the Directive.

Conclusion

The Commission will send a letter to the Hellenic authorities requesting information enabling 
it to assess whether Greece has fulfilled its obligations under the relevant Community 
legislation. The Committee on Petitions of the European Parliament will be kept informed of 
the response of the Hellenic authorities.

4. Further Commission reply, received on 10 November 2006.

'According to the information forwarded by the Greek authorities, ERDF co-funding for the 
projected Domokos landfill site was approved on 28 March 1997 as part of the 'Mainland
Greece' Regional Operational Programme, 1994-1999, with a budget of Dr 231 130 000 
(€ 678 297,87).

Specifically, the project involved the construction of a 33 000m2 landfill site to meet the 
needs of 15 000 residents and include fencing, lighting, planting, drainage and road access.

The project was completed on 14 May 1998 at a cost to the public purse of Dr 198 607 355 
(€ 582 853.57). The cost of the additional works necessary to secure the site amounted to
€ 149 710.47, which was met entirely from the national exchequer.

The contract was finally awarded to the Domokos departmental refuse collection utility, 
making it responsible for carrying out the project. On 6 October 1999 (when the utility was 
wound up) the Domokos municipal authorities assumed responsibility for the running of the 
landfill site.

Waste management shortcomings affecting the running of the landfill site following the 

  
1 As amended by Directive 91/156/EEC, OJ L 78, 26.3.1991, p. 32.
2 OJ L 182, 16.7.1999, p. 1.
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winding up of the waste collection utility resulted in non-biologically treated seepage from the 
landfill site. In a bid to resolve this problem, the Domokos municipal authority launched the 
Domokos landfill completion project, financed from the national exchequer alone.

By letter of 7 April 2006, the Greek authorities were asked to provide information about the 
present state of the operation and of measures taken in order to comply with the relevant 
European environmental legislation, in particular as regards the granting of the permit, the 
carrying out of inspections by the competent authorities and water quality control and 
analysis, and the drawing up of a conditioning plan for the site.

Since the Commission did not receive a reply, a reminder has been sent out, asking for 
information to be provided within one month.

As soon as the Commission services have obtained updated information, the Committee on 
Petitions will be informed of further developments.'
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