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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0328/2005 by Juan Carlos Del Olmo Castillejos (Spanish), on behalf of WWF 
ADENA (Wildlife Conservation Association), concerning EU co-funding for a project to 
improve maritime access to the Port of Seville, notwithstanding infringement of 
environmental directives

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, the Secretary-General of WWF ADENA, expresses concern at EU funding for 
the Port of Seville maritime access improvement project, notwithstanding its major 
environmental impact. The project involves the construction of an additional lock and the 
deepening of the Guadalquivir River along a long section between Seville and the Atlantic, an 
area of great ecological significance running through two wildlife parks/bird protection areas 
and part of an area designated by the Spanish Government for inclusion in the Natura 2000 
network. He maintains that European funding was earmarked for the project on the basis of an 
unsound environmental impact assessment. The Spanish Ministry of the Environment is still 
awaiting the findings of an expert environmental impact review committee.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 August 2005. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 10 November 2006.

‘I. The petition

The petitioner condemns the granting of EU funding for the project to improve maritime 
access to the Port of Seville, because of its alleged environmental impact.

The petitioner maintains that the project could have irreversible effects on the environment 
and would significantly affect the River Guadalquivir marshes and the Doñana park – a site 
classified by the Spanish authorities as a special protection area for birds and proposed as a 
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site of Community importance.

II. The Commission’s view of the petition

The Commission is already aware of the allegations made in this petition, which were also 
made in a complaint which was closed in December 2004. 

On 12 November 2002 the Commission had contacted the Spanish authorities to ask them for 
their comments on the allegations. The Spanish authorities had said that the project would 
involve the construction of a new lock and drainage work on the river bed so as to allow 
larger vessels to enter the Port of Seville. The case was dealt with at the package meeting in 
Madrid in October 2003. The relevant Commission departments examined the information 
sent by both the complainant and the Spanish authorities responsible.

After having considered the issues raised in the complaint, in view of the requirements laid 
down in Council Directives 85/337/EEC of 27 June 1985 on the assessment of the effects of 
certain public and private projects on the environment1 (amended by Council Directive 
97/11/EC of 3 March 19972) and 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna and flora3, the Commission noted that the project to extend and 
improve access to the Port of Seville did actually undergo an environmental impact 
assessment which took account of all the relevant aspects and in particular the impact on the 
Natura 2000 sites. According to that assessment, the project will not have a significant impact 
on those sites. Firstly, the new lock to be built is outside the protected areas, and the dredging 
activities were deemed to be similar to those which have always been carried out for the 
maintenance of the navigation channel. Secondly, the increase in river traffic is not significant 
compared to the effects of the tides and the rise in the river water level.

Accordingly, since the Commission took the view that there was no evidence that Community 
law had been infringed, the complaint was filed, with no action taken, in December 2004.

On 6 December 2004, the Commission therefore granted funding from the Cohesion Fund for 
the project to build a new lock in the Port of Seville. In adopting this decision, the 
Commission took account of the environmental impact declaration drawn up by the Spanish 
authorities in Resolution No 18.321 of 26 September 2003 of the Secretariat-General for the 
Environment, published in the Spanish Official Journal No 236 of 2 October 2003. In 
adopting this decision, the Commission required the body responsible for executing the 
project to specifically monitor the environmental situation, in order to ensure that the 
measures and conditions set out in the environmental impact declaration were actually 
fulfilled.

III. Conclusions

The fact that the Spanish authorities are now, according to information provided by the 
petitioner, carrying out fresh studies on this project, is an internal decision on which the 

  
1 OJ L 175, 5.7.1985, p. 40
2 OJ L 73, 14.3.1997, p. 5
3 OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7
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Commission cannot comment.

Having considered the project, the Commission takes the view that there is no reason to 
suspect that Community law is being breached in the case in question.’


