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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 796/2005 by Marisol Montes and Pere Vallejo (sp), on behalf of Plataforma 
l'Ave Pel Litoral, on the projected trajectory of a high speed train line passing through 
Barcelona

1. Summary of petition

The petitioners, on behalf of the association of neighbours 'Plataforma l'Ave Pel Litoral', 
protest against the local and national authorities plan to build a 7 km high speed train tunnel 
through the centre of Barcelona. The petitioners contest the trajectory chosen and maintains 
that the works are likely to affect the infrastructure of 905 buildings (some of them part of the 
national and international patrimony) and the life of 18.100 families. The petitioners request 
the European Parliament to take action in order to ensure that the national and local 
authorities reassess the costs and benefits of the project and consider other possible 
trajectories with a lesser damaging impact.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 21 December 2005. Information requested from the Commission 
under Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 10 November 2006.

The projected high speed tunnel passing through Barcelona would be part of the high speed 
railway line Madrid-French border, which is a priority project (PP3), as stated in the TEN-T 
Guidelines (Decision n° 1692/96/CE). 

The Commission, through the Cohesion Funds and the TEN-T budget, has been co- funding 
parts of this priority project for several years; whilst the Cohesion Funds have concentrated 
their support on the works phase related to the link between Madrid and Barcelona (ending in 
the railway station of Sants), i.e. a part of the project not related to the petition, the TEN-T 
budget is co-financing studies for the whole line, including the relevant studies which will 
lead to the continuation of the line from Barcelona to Gerona-Figueras. 

The TEN-T support is subject to rules laid down in the TEN Financial Regulation (Council 
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Regulation (EC) No 2236/95) and to compliance with Community legislation, in particular 
regarding environmental protection, competition and the award of public contracts), a 
condition that also applies to the Cohesion Fund. The implementation of a project remains 
within the competence of the Member State. The Commission may however intervene in 
cases of violation of EC legislation or in case of financial irregularities. The Commission 
cannot identify any conflict with Community legislation on the basis of the information 
provided by the petitioner.

As regards environmental protection, Directive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects 
of certain public and private projects on the environment as amended by Directive 97/11/EC 
and Directive 2003/35/EC, makes provision for the Environmental Impact Assessment of 
certain projects. Whereas projects for the construction of lines for long-distance railway
traffic require assessment under the Directive (they are included in Annex I, point 7), other 
railway construction projects are included under point 10 c) of Annex II. In this case, an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required if they are likely to have significant 
effects on the environment. The primary responsibility for determining whether this is the 
case rests with the competent authority in the Member State concerned. 

The Commission has been informed by the Spanish authorities that the findings of 
supplementary studies on proposed modifications of the project (including an environmental 
impact assessment) were made available to the public in order to allow the public to provide 
comments or suggestions for alternative options. A first public information document was 
presented six years ago.  The Spanish authorities are currently analysing the responses 
received following this public consultation.

The Commission is also aware that the commission of ‘Fomento y Viviendas’ of the Spanish 
Senate will meet the ‘L’AVE PEL LITORAL' platform to allow them to explain their position 
as regards the project of the layout of the high speed line underneath Barcelona.

Furthermore, the Commission informs the Committee on Petitions that the petitioners have 
also introduced a complaint with the European Ombudsman (ref. 798/2006/BM).


