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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0074/2006 by Ms. Djamila Saidi Rebbadj (French), on a project of the local 
administration of Marseille (France) to build a plant for the incineration of domestic garbage 
in Fos sur Mer 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner is asking the European Parliament to intervene in order to prevent the plan of 
the local administration to build a plant for the incineration of domestic garbage in Fos sur 
Mer. According to the petitioner, the decision was taken after a similar project was rejected by 
the population of Marseille. She alleges that the project risks increasing the pollution in Fos 
sur Mer and of the whole area of Bouches du Rhône (protected under the RAMSAR 
Convention), already seriously affected by the situation in Etang de Berre. She is calling on
the European Parliament to take action to ensure that a serious impact assessment is 
conducted.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 May 2006. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission interim reply, received on 12 December 2006.

‘I. Background and summary of facts

On 30 January 2006 the Bouches du Rhône department adopted a departmental plan for the 
disposal of domestic and related waste.
In parallel with this plan, the Marseille Provence Métropole Metropolitan Area (City of 
Marseilles) decided to implement a project to set up a complex for processing household 
waste for the Marseilles urban area, primarily by means of waste incineration. This project 
was granted an operating licence by order of the prefect on 12 January 2006 and the plant is 
currently under construction. It is expected to become operational in July 2008. 
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II. The petition

The petition condemns the project relating to the setting up of a household waste processing 
plant for the Marseilles urban area in Fos-sur-Mer. This project allegedly runs counter to the 
wishes expressed by the local population and, due to the fact that the waste is to be 
incinerated, poses a threat to air quality and public health.

III: The Commission’s comments on the petition

The Commission opened its own investigation in 2005 into the Crau waste facility (‘Entressen 
landfill site’) in relation to its compliance with European legislation on waste. A complaint 
was also registered in June 2006 concerning the household waste processing complex in 
Fos-sur-Mer. The complaint refers in particular to the failure of this waste incineration project 
to comply with the Bouches du Rhône departmental domestic waste disposal plan. The 
investigation has only just begun.

IV. Conclusions

The Commission will keep the Committee on Petitions informed of any further developments 
in this case.’


