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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0930/2005 by Marc Stahl (German) concerning the recognition in Germany of 
diplomas in physiotherapy obtained in the Netherlands

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is working as a physiotherapist in Germany and whose training in the 
Netherlands included manual therapy, indicates that he applied in Germany for authorisation 
to practice this technique for an appropriate fee. However, neither his qualifications nor the 
institute where he learned these techniques were recognised by the relevant German 
organisations (VdAK and IKK). The petitioner argues that he is being treated less favourably 
than his Dutch colleagues working in Germany who are able to command higher earnings 
with the same qualifications. Furthermore, the authorities have ruled that the petitioner is 
entitled to practice only in the locality in which he is established and not the whole of 
Germany, thereby limiting the area in which he is able to make house calls.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 February 2006. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 3 July 2006.

‘The information sent by the petitioner is not sufficient to enable the Commission to express 
an opinion on his case. The Commission will therefore write to the petitioner to ask him for 
further information. It will keep the Committee on Petitions informed of any further 
developments.’

4. Further Commission reply, received on 12 December 2006.

‘The petitioner obtained recognition in Germany of his diploma in physiotherapy issued in the 
Netherlands. However, in Germany, the practise of this specialisation is subject to completion 
of further vocational training, after an individual has acquired a physiotherapy diploma. The 
German authorities have refused to give the petitioner the authorisation requested on the 
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grounds that the institution which issued his diploma in the Netherlands is not included on a 
list of institutions approved by the German authorities for the provision of further training.
The Commission has registered the petitioner’s complaint. Since the petitioner gave 
permission to divulge his identity, on 4 October 2006 the Commission sent a letter to the 
German authorities to request explanations and a copy of the German rules applicable in this 
case.

The Commission will inform the Committee on Petitions of the reply given by the German 
authorities once it has been received and considered.’
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