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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0458/2006 by Nicolás Antonio Porras Gómez (Spanish), on behalf of ‘Los 
Chicharreros’, on the failure of the Government of the Canary Islands to comply with 
EU legislation on health requirements applicable to the non-commercial movement of 
pet animals

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is chairman of the above hunt, points out that the Canary Islands 
Government Regulation of March 1998 on the prevention of rabies which makes annual 
revaccination compulsory is in breach of the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 998/2003 on 
the animal health requirements applicable to the non-commercial movement of pet animals 
and amending Council Directive 92/65/EEC and of Regulations (EC) Nos 1994/2004 and 
590/2006 both relating to the list of countries and territories. The petitioner also stresses that 
the Canary Islands Government Regulation stipulates that the annual vaccination may be 
carried out only in veterinary clinics or hospitals against compulsory payment of € 20 despite 
the fact that, according to the petitioner, there exist other cheaper vaccines which are, 
moreover, valid for three years and that the EU regulation specifies ‘a veterinarian authorised 
by the competent authority’. With reference to a series of other inconsistencies between the 
rules in the Canary Islands and in the EU, the petitioner asks Parliament to intervene.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 31 October 2006. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 25 January 2007.

Regulation (EC) No 998/2003 of the European Parliament and the Council harmonises the 
animal health requirements applicable to the non-commercial movement of pet animals. It 
establishes inter alia the animal health conditions which apply to pet animals, when travelling 
with their owners, either between Member States or after entry or re-entry into the 
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Community from third countries.
This Regulation does not apply to movements within the same Member State.

In compliance with Regulation (EC) No 998/2003, dogs, cats and ferrets moved from a 
Member State to another Member State must be identified, accompanied by a passport issued
by a veterinarian authorised by the competent authority certifying valid anti-rabies 
vaccination or revaccination if applicable, in accordance with the recommendations of the 
manufacturing laboratory. However, for animals destined to United-Kingdom, Ireland, 
Sweden and Malta, additional requirements such as blood testing and anti-parasite treatment 
apply.

According to Commission Decision 2005/91/EC, the anti-rabies vaccination is considered as 
valid from the date of revaccination where the vaccine is administered within the period of 
validity. The period of validity of a vaccine is indicated in the official documentation attached 
to the authorised vaccine as determined following evaluation of supporting documentation 
provided in the framework of the marketing authorisation granted for that vaccine in 
accordance with Directive 2001/82/EC. Therefore, this period may vary depending on the 
given authorised vaccine.

With regard to the qualification of the veterinarian issuing the anti-rabies vaccination, 
Regulation (EC) No 998/2003 clearly states that the anti-rabies vaccination has to be carried 
out by a veterinarian authorised by the competent authority. Therefore it is up to the 
competent authority of the Member State concerned to set up a list of professionals able to 
perform this activity.

Nevertheless, as above mentioned, all these provisions shall not apply to national movements. 
Depending on their rabies status, Member State may apply more stringent rules on a national 
basis, if deemed necessary, to ensure a better rabies control.
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