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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0484/2006 by John de Zulueta Greenebaum (Spanish), on behalf of the 'Asociación 
Contra el Ruído Ciudalcampo', on the extreme aircraft noise after establishment of new flight 
routes for Barajas-Madrid Airport

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains about the extreme aircraft noise in excess of the admissible limit 
values which approx. 700 000 people north of Madrid are forced to tolerate since the Spanish 
Airport Authority AENA established new takeoff and landing routes for Barajas-Madrid 
Airport. He maintains that this decision is based on outdated and inadequate studies and calls 
on the EU to intervene so that the old routes are restored and the construction of housing in 
the old aircraft noise zone is halted.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 November 2006. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 25 January 2007.

‘The petition

The petitioner complains about the extreme aircraft noise in excess of the admissible limit values 
which approximately 700,000 people north of Madrid are forced to tolerate since the Spanish 
Airport Authority AENA established new take-off and landing routes for Barajas-Madrid 
Airport. He maintains that this decision is based on outdated and inadequate studies and calls on 
the EU to intervene so that the old routes are restored and the construction of housing in the old 
aircraft noise zone is halted.

The Commission’s comments on the petition

The European legislation applicable to the assessment and management of environmental 



PE 384.404v01-00 2/2 CM\650332EN.doc

EN

noise is Directive 2002/49/EC1. This directive was transposed by the Spanish Government by 
Decree No 1513-2005 of 16 December 2005.

This directive requires the authorities designated by the Member States to draw up strategic 
noise maps and action plans with a view to managing environmental noise. Barajas-Madrid 
Airport and the Madrid urban area (delimited by the Spanish Government) fall within the scope 
of this directive. For this airport and urban area (‘agglomeration’) the strategic noise maps must 
be drawn up by 30 June 2007, whilst the relevant action plans must be adopted after public 
consultation and participation by 18 July 2008.

This directive leaves to the Member States’ discretion the choice of noise limit values and other 
criteria to be taken into account for the drawing up of the action plans. The choice of measures 
for managing environmental noise is a matter for the authorities responsible for the action plans, 
designated by the Member States.  The action plans must nevertheless be based on the results of 
the strategic noise maps. Their aim is to prevent and reduce environmental noise where 
necessary and to protect quiet areas from any increase in environmental noise.

Conclusions

In the light of the above and of the information sent by the petitioner, it cannot as yet be
concluded that Community law has been infringed. The Commission would, however, advise the 
petitioner to approach the competent Spanish authorities to ensure that the issues set out in this 
petition are taken into account when the action plans shortly to be required by the 
above-mentioned directive are drawn up.’

  
1 OJ L 189, 18.7.2002, p. 12-25


