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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0455/2005 by Magdalini Tsipra, Greek, on behalf of the P.O.E.I.D.D. 
(Panhellenic Federation of Public Servants Employed under Private Law), on non-
compliance by Greece with Council Directive 99/70/EC concerning the framework 
agreement on fixed term work concluded by ETUC, UNICE and CEEP

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, on behalf of the above organisation, indicates that Greece has not yet complied 
with the above directive, referring in this connection to the new Greek law under which it is 
evidently no longer necessary to comply with judgements giving dismissed workers a degree 
of interim legal protection. The petitioner asks the European Parliament to take action to 
ensure immediate compliance with the above directive in Greece to ensure that Greek 
employers with fixed term contracts receive equal treatment and the contractual conditions to 
which they are entitled under EU legislation.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 September 2005. Information requested from the Commission 
under Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 3 February 2006.

‘The petitioner in the original submission states that the Directive 1999/70/EC on fixed-term 
work has not been transposed correctly in Greece and adds that furthermore Greece has 
adopted other legislation in 2004 which permits the public sector not to enforce court rulings 
which provide for interim legal protection of workers employed under fixed-term contracts; if 
interim court rulings may be ignored by the public sector and the legal persons under public 
law the workers could be deprived of their basic labour rights. 

The Commission services have just very recently received copies of supplementary 
information furnished by the petitioner as regards this more general legislation adopted in 
2004 and also further amendments adopted in 2005 that include the texts of the relevant 
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legislation laws n° 3301/2004 and 3388/2005, a decision by the Greek citizen's ombudsman, 
an opinion by the Athens Bar Association, an academic article, a decision by the Greek Court 
of Auditors, an appeal to and a decision from the Greek Supreme Court and two applications 
to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, all relating to various aspects of this 
legislation concerning enforcement of  interim court rulings against the Greek public sector 
and legal persons under public law.  

Comments by the Commission 

The Directive 1999/70/EC on fixed-term work should have been transposed in Greece by 10 
July 2002. Greece has since then notified the Commission that the Directive has been 
transposed by three Presidential Decrees adopted in 2003 and 2004. 

The current petition however mainly focusses on different Greek legislation on enforcement 
of interim rulings against the public sector and the legal persons under public law, that was 
adopted in 2004-2005. Before the Commission can submit any comments on this legislation 
(which has not been notified as transposition measures for Directive 1999/70 but seems to 
cover a far more general issue of enforceability of interim ruling) and its compatibility with 
Community law, particularly in what regards the application of the Directive 1999/70/EC, it is 
necessary to carefully examine the supplementary information submitted by the petitioner and 
if necessary also ask the Greek government for clarifications. Since the Commission has just 
received the documents it is not possible at this stage to give any more detailed comments on 
the issues raised in the petition.

4. Further Commission reply, received on 25 January 2007.

The matter raised in this petition concerns enforcement of interim court decisions against the 
Greek public sector.  The issue is complex and several services of the Commission have been 
involved in the examination of this petition. Before making a final assessment, the 
Commission may need to obtain further information and clarifications from the Greek 
authorities.  

The Commission is also, in the same context, examining recent indications that the Greek 
Audit Court would have refused to execute final court decisions concerning conversion of 
fixed-term contracts in the Greek public sector. The Commission will ask information from 
the Greek authorities in that respect as well.

Once the examination is completed, the Commission will make an assessment of the 
compatibility of the situation in Greece relating to enforcement of court rulings on fixed-term 
work with Community law, in particular the Directive 1999/70/EC. On that basis, the 
Commission may decide, if appropriate, to take measures in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the Treaty.


