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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0434/2006 by Marco Neves da Silva (Portuguese) concerning allegedly 
inadequate safety standards at Porto airport

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner maintains that safety standards at "Francisco Sá Carneiro" international airport 
in Porto fail to meet the minimum requirements set out in the relevant EU legislation. Having 
unsuccessfully referred the matter to the national authorities and Commission President, who 
referred the matter to the Commission's Directorate-General for Energy and Transport, he is 
now seeking appropriate action by the European Parliament to ensure the safety of air 
passengers travelling to and from Porto airport

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 25 October 2006. Information requested from the Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 23 March 2007.

The petitioner claims that prohibited articles could be introduced in the screened passengers 
departing zone from public areas, as the boundary is not sufficient to prevent it at the 
"Francisco Sá Carneiro" international airport in Porto. The petitioner pretends that the 
prohibited articles could be thrown over the wall, which would not be high enough, or 
introduced between the wall and the support columns.   

The Regulation 2320/2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council establishes 
common rules on civil aviation security. In this Regulation, paragraph 2.2.1 (i) of the annex 
laid down the following requirement:

2.2.1. Security Restricted Areas and Other Airside Areas

(i) Access to security restricted areas and other airside areas shall be controlled at all 
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times to ensure that no unauthorised person enters these areas and that no prohibited 
articles can be introduced into security restricted areas or aircraft.

Indeed, the petitioner referred the matter to the Commission which contacted the Portuguese 
Civil Aviation Authorities at that time and obtained confirmation that the issue was being 
addressed by reconstruction of the boundary and re-enforcement of the surveillance until the 
end of the works. 

The Commission required the Portuguese appropriate authorities to update the information on 
the rectification process and has now confirmation that the works will soon be accomplished. 
The evidence provided indicates compliance with the requirement set forth in the Regulation.   
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