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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Petition 0599/2006 by Lazaros Vassiliadis (Greek), on behalf of the coordination group 
'Campaign against oil tanks in the Vasova lagoon’, on plans to place oil tanks in the 
Vasova lagoon near Kavala, northern Greece

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the European Parliament, through the above-mentioned coordination 
group, to intervene to prevent plans to place a number of oil tanks in the Vasova lagoon near 
Kavala in northern Greece. The petitioner considers that, if the plans are carried out, this 
unique natural area which attracts innumerable tourists and is thus an important economic 
asset to the local population, will be lost. The petitioner and the organisations represented in 
the coordination group are convinced that this is a blatant case of disregard for the EU 
legislation in this area

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 15 December 2006. Information requested from the Commission 
under Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 7 May 2007.

‘I. Subject of the petition

The petition concerns plans to install oil tanks in the Vasova lagoon (near the town of 
Kavala). The petitioner maintains that implementation of the project would have a harmful 
impact on the site, particularly in economic terms, because of fewer tourists and the impact on 
local people’s occupations (e.g. fishing).  He maintains that the project infringes Community 
environmental law. 

II. Commission's comments

Apart from a resolution signed by several organisations, the petition does not contain any 
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specific information to demonstrate that an infringement has occurred.  However, the 
Commission is able to evaluate the petitioner's claims, as it has already considered this 
question as part of an official investigation into the substance of Question E-1307/02.

The Commission's investigation concerned a possible infringement of Directive 85/337/EEC1

on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment, as 
amended by directives 97/11/EC2, 92/43/EEC3 on the conservation of natural habitats and 
wild fauna and flora, 79/409/EEC4 on the conservation of wild birds and 96/82/EC5 on the 
control of major-accident hazards involving dangerous substances.

The Commission concluded that it was not possible to establish that Directives 96/82/EC and 
85/337/EEC had been infringed, as the installations in question had been subject to an 
environmental impact assessment and had safety reports.  However, the Commission 
considered that Greece had not taken the necessary measures to set up and implement a 
coherent, specific and complete legal system to ensure sustainable management, conservation 
and effective protection of the lagoon.  The Commission therefore began infringement 
proceedings in April 2004.

During the investigation of this case and similar cases, the Commission identified a more 
general problem relating to the lack of a legal system to protect Special Protection Zones 
designated pursuant to Directive 79/409/EEC. Thus in December 2004 the Commission 
began "horizontal" infringement proceedings, i.e. proceedings relating to the lack of a legal 
system to protect all the Special Protection Zones that Greece had designated.  The case of 
Vasova was quoted as an example.  In December 2005 the Commission sent a reasoned 
opinion, considering that Greece had failed to fulfil its obligations under Article 4(1) and (2) 
of Directive 79/409/EEC.

The Commission is currently considering the Greek authorities' replies to the reasoned 
opinion.  If this examination shows that Greece is not complying with Community law, the 
Commission reserves the right to refer the matter to the Court of Justice.

It should be noted that this horizontal procedure directly affects the project to install oil tanks 
at Vasova, because the lack of a legal protection system includes the fact that there is no 
compulsory and enforceable delimitation and no framework for authorising activities within 
and close to the site.

III. Conclusion

The Commission has already taken the necessary measures to solve the general problem of 
the lack of a legal system to protect Special Protection Zones.  The case of the lagoon at 
Vasova has been used as an example of failure to implement Community environmental law.’
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