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Greenpeace Spain on protection and conservation of the Huelva Estuary

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner asks the European Parliament to have the Commission investigate the situation 
in Huelva Estuary, maintaining that serious industrial pollution is threatening to destroy a 
unique ecosystem. The petitioner maintains that this RAMSAR protected area is heavily 
contaminated with oil and metal residues and with solid fertilizers. According to the 
petitioner, by failing to ensure the conservation of the Huelva Estuary, local and national 
authorities have breached a number of EU Directives including IPPC Directive (Directive 
96/61/EC), Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) and Waste Framework 
Directive (Directive 2006/12/EC).

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 12 November 2007. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 12 February 2008.

The petitioner raises concerns about the operating conditions of various industrial installations 
in the area of the Huelva Estuary, especially the agricultural chemical and fertiliser processing 
plants of FERTIBERIA and FMC-Foret, located on the industrial site of Punta del Sebo, close 
to the city of Huelva, Spain.  According to the petitioner, the two companies have overrun a 
salt marsh, which is a UNESCO protected area, with more than 120 million tons of toxic and 
hazardous waste, with the consequent impact on the environment and public health, in breach 
of several EU Directives.
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The same concerns were raised in written question E-3253/07.

As the information available concerns especially the ponds where phosphogypsum and other 
hazardous wastes are deposited, the application of Directives 2006/12/EC on waste1, 
2006/21/EC on the management of waste from extractive industries2 and 1999/31/EC on the 
landfill of waste3, is being studied.

On the other hand, Directive 96/61/EC4, concerning integrated pollution prevention and 
control (IPPS), covers installations carrying out the following activities: chemical installations 
for the production of phosphorus-, nitrogen- or potassium-based fertilizers (simple or 
compound fertilizers). According to this directive, the competent authorities are required to 
establish, for each installation, an integrated permit based on best available techniques to 
ensure a high level of protection of the environment taken as a whole. The competent 
authorities are also required to ensure that the conditions of the permit are fulfilled by the 
operator when operating the installation.

It is likely that some of the installations mentioned in the petition fall under the scope of the 
IPPC Directive.

The Commission recently opened a case against Spain concerning bad application of the 
aforementioned Directives (reference number 2007/2448).

Conclusion

The Commission has sent a letter to the Spanish authorities requesting information relating to 
the facts described by the petitioner, to determine how the above-mentioned directives are 
being implemented in the installations concerned. The Commission will keep the Committee 
on Petitions informed of the progress of its investigations.
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