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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0745/2007 by Andrey Kovatchev (Bulgarian), on behalf of the Balkani 
Wildlife Society, on failure to implement the Natura 2000 network in Bulgaria

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that, under Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna and flora, one of Bulgaria's most important accession obligations 
was to designate sites, and the habitats and native species occurring there, in accordance with 
the criteria of annex III. Bulgaria was supposed, before its accession, to submit a complete list 
of the national areas for inclusion in the Natura 2000 network. According to the petitioner this 
did not happen, and he states that many important areas are currently suffering irreparable 
damage. He therefore calls on the European Parliament to ensure that Bulgaria meets its 
obligations to designate specially protected areas without delay. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 December 2007. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 7 March 2008.

The petitioner states that, under Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna and flora1, one of Bulgaria's most important accession obligations 
was to identify Sites of Community Importance in accordance with the criteria set out in 
Annex III of the above directive, for the conservation of natural habitat types and species of 
Community Interest. Bulgaria was supposed, at the latest by accession+, to submit a complete 
                                               
1 OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7-50.
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national list of the potential sites for inclusion in the Natura 2000 network.

According to the petitioner this did not fully happen and he states that many important areas 
not included in the proposed list, are currently suffering irreparable damage. He claims that 
some of the proposed sites do not even have the required protection regime. He, therefore,
calls on the European Parliament to ensure that Bulgaria meets its obligations to designate 
specially protected areas without delay.

The Commission has been aware of the problems surrounding the identification and 
designation of the sites of the Natura 2000 network in Bulgaria, not only the Sites of 
Community Interest under the Habitats Directive, but also the Special Protection Areas under 
the Birds Directive1, the other components of the network. The Commission has been 
receiving many signals from citizens and non-governmental organisations concerning the 
completeness of the network as first proposed by Bulgaria (received by the Commission on 15 
March, 2007), including correspondence and personal visits from the petitioner's organisation. 
Commissioner Dimas also received personally a group of NGOs from Bulgaria where the 
same arguments were presented.

The Directorate-General for Environment has been closely following these issues in Bulgaria, 
not only through meetings of high-level officials but also frequent exchanges of 
correspondence (including "pre-226 letter" for bad application of the directives). As a result 
of this dialogue, since the date of the petition Bulgaria has submitted two further sets of 
proposed Sites of Community Importance under the Habitats Directive and Special Protection 
Areas under the Birds Directive (the required documentation was received on 8th November, 
2007, and 22nd January, 2008, respectively).

The national list of Sites of Community Importance from Bulgaria is now in the process of 
being evaluated in accordance with the criteria set out in Annex III of the Habitats Directive. 
This is being done by the EEA European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity, which
provides technical assistance to the European Commission to judge the completeness and 
coherence of the proposed network. Their preliminary assessments will be discussed at a 
technical meeting called a biogeographic seminar, where Commission officials and experts on 
behalf of the Commission, Member States officials and their experts and representatives of 
stakeholder groups will examine the scientific soundness of the proposed network. 

In light of the fact that Bulgaria has made substantial improvements to their initial list of 
proposed Sites of Community Importance, the Commission is proceeding with the established 
practice of examining the list of sites in the so-called bio-geographic process. The 
Commission will inform the Committee on Petitions of the outcome of this process.

                                               
1 Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds, OJ L 103, 25.4.1979, p. 1-18.
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