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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0808/2006 by by Mr Pedro Domínguez Gento (Spanish), on the 
pollution of the river Júcar

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner protests against the lack of measures to prevent the further pollution of the river 
Jucar. According to him, the river is heavily polluted causing the death of the fish population. 
The petitioner asks the European Parliament to intervene and have local authorities punish 
those responsible and taking all the measures necessary for redressing the quality of the water.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 February 2007. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 April 2008.

1. Background

Mr. Pedro Domínguez Gento sent a petition to the European Parliament to complain about 
repeated fish deaths in the River Júcar, Spain. He claims there have been three incidents of
fish deaths in less than two months near the towns of Alzira and Sueca and that where this has 
happened on other occasions in previous years, the authorities have remained passive. The 
petitioner attributes these events to the low flow in the river and to the probable presence of 
toxic discharges and asks the EU institutions to request information from the Spanish 
authorities regarding: what measures are being taken to avoid these incidents; whether or not 
those responsible have been identified and if there is any penalty foreseen.

2. Commission comments
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Fish deaths can be due to different reasons. In many cases they are linked to discharges of 
inadequately treated wastewater. The Water Framework Directive (WFD), 2000/60/EC1, 
published in December 2000, establishes the need for detailed planning on the use of water 
resources to avoid non sustainable solutions and irreversible damage to the environment, 
through the development of River Basin Management Plans (RBMP). In accordance with the
WFD, the first RBMP will be published by December 2009. The general objective of the 
WFD, as set in out Article 4, is to achieve good status in all waters by 2015. As a first step 
towards the RBMP, Article 5 of the WFD required Member States to undertake, by December 
2004, a review of the impact of human activity on the status of surface and groundwater. The 
objective of the review was to identify the water bodies at risk of not achieving the objectives 
of the directive. Ultimately, water bodies at risk will be subject to the programme of measures 
of the directive in order to achieve good status by 2015. The Spanish authorities have 
submitted a summary of the Article 5 report to the Commission. The report for the Júcar 
Basin identifies the River Júcar as being "at risk", meaning that appropriate measures to 
achieve good status should be included in the RBMP in 2009. According to the information in 
the Article 5 report, important discharges of insufficiently treated urban wastewater are 
present in this stretch of the River Júcar. The level of pressure due to discharges is, therefore,
qualified as "very high". In this regard, two horizontal infringement procedures against Spain 
are on-going for the lack of proper implementation of the Urban WasteWater Treatment 
Directive 91/271/EEC2. They concern the lack of compliance with the requirements on urban 
wastewater collection and treatment for many Spanish agglomerations. The discharges of 
Alzira and Sueca are, among others, in the Júcar Basin, included in the infringement 
procedure for discharges larger than 10.000 population equivalents in sensitive areas.

3. Conclusions

One of the most likely causes of the fish deaths described in the petition is the lack of 
appropriate treatment of the urban wastewater of the agglomerations along the River Júcar. 
This problem is already being dealt with by the Commission in the framework of  an 
infringement procedure (infringement of Directive 91/271/EEC). As for the river basin 
management plans under the Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC, the Commission will 
carefully scrutinise these in order to ensure that the appropriate measures to achieve good 
status are taken.

                                               
1 OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1-73
2 OJ L 135, 30.5.1991, p. 40-52
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