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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0795/2007 by Latchezar Popov (Bulgarian), on behalf of the Holy Synod 
of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, on alleged violations of the European Charter 
of Human Rights concerning religious freedom, private property, entitlement to a 
fair trial and social rights

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner refers to religious conflicts caused by rifts within the Bulgarian Orthodox 
Church following the fall of communism and culminating in the intervention of the national 
parliament and the legislation of 2002 concerning religions, criticised by the Council of 
Europe (Parliamentary Assembly resolution 1390 of 2004), indicating that the legislation in 
question sidelined the Holy Synod in favour of the Patriarch Maxim; subsequently, it appears 
that the Synod's property was confiscated and resident clergy dispersed and persecuted. The 
petitioner refers to Article 10 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights and the corresponding 
Article 9 of the ECHR, stressing the obstacles to religious freedom and pluralism under 
national legislation, which has failed to remain neutral regarding disputes within the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy. The petitioner is accordingly seeking action by the European Union 
and, possibly, a committee of inquiry into non-compliance with the Copenhagen criteria 
regarding the accession of Bulgaria to the European Union.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 29 January 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 April 2008.

‘The Commission would point out that Declaration No 11 annexed to the Amsterdam Treaty 
stipulates that ‘the European Union respects and does not prejudice the status under national 

Adlib Express Watermark



PE405.844v01-00 2/2 CM\720704EN.doc

EN

law of churches and religious associations or communities in the Member States.
The European Union equally respects the status of philosophical and non-confessional
organisations.’

It is up to the authorities of all the Member States to ensure that freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion and the right to property are genuinely respected, over and beyond 
those matters which fall within the competence of the Union. The Member States do this by 
implementing their internal law and their international obligations, including the European 
Convention on Human Rights.

The issue raised by the petitioner is not covered by European legislation and no action can 
therefore be taken by the Commission.’ 
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