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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 07/2008 by Celegrat Christopher (Polish) concerning discrimination in 
the United Kingdom against dentists from other EU Member States

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner expresses concern at discrimination in the United Kingdom against dentists 
from other EU Member States, indicating that, as a result of delays, they are registered many 
weeks later than their British counterparts. The qualifications of dentists who have studied 
outside the United Kingdom are assessed by local deaneries to establish whether they meet 
British specifications. Even if practitioners are already registered with the General Dental 
Council and have shown that their qualifications meet minimum specifications under Article 1 
of the second directive on dentists (78/687/EEC), the Department of Health requires 
additional scrutiny of their dental qualifications to establish whether they meet the minimum 
specifications of the directive, effectively constituting discrimination against them.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 June 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 26 September 2008.

‘I. The petition

The petitioner complains that dentists from other Member States are the victims of 
discriminatory measures in the United Kingdom. In particular, they are allegedly registered 
many weeks later than British nationals. Furthermore, their qualifications are assessed by the 
local authorities with a view to establishing whether they meet national requirements. The 
Department of Health then carries out an additional review of the qualifications of a 
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professional from another Member State even if the latter is already registered with the 
General Dental Council and has already shown that his or her qualifications meet the 
minimum training requirements laid down by Community law.

II. The Commission’s comments on the petition

Directive 2005/36/EC1 on the recognition of professional qualifications, which repealed and 
superseded, inter alia, Directives 78/686/ECC and 78/687/EEC concerning the mutual 
recognition of diplomas of practitioners of dentistry2 and the coordination of training for this 
profession3, provides for the automatic recognition of the diplomas of dental practitioners, in 
the Member States listed, which meet the relevant minimum training requirements (see 
Articles 21(1) and 34 of Directive 2005/36/EC). Diplomas certifying training which does not 
comply with minimum requirements because the training certified was completed, or began, 
before the reference date for the Member State concerned (see Annex V, point 5.3.2) may be 
granted automatic recognition under the provisions relating to general acquired rights (Article 
23(1)) or specific acquired rights (Article 37).

Automatic recognition means that the host Member State may under no circumstances 
scrutinise the content of the training completed by a migrant. Moreover, the recognition 
granted gives migrants access to the profession in the host Member State and allows them to 
pursue that profession under the same conditions as nationals.

As regards the time frame for processing an application for recognition, and thus for 
authorisation to pursue a profession, Directive 2005/36/EC stipulates that the host Member 
State must take a duly substantiated decision in any case within three months after the date on 
which the applicant's complete file was received (Article 51). This time frame is that 
applicable to the automatic recognition of dental diplomas.

Since the petition is based only on the petitioner’s allegations (no reference to administrative 
provisions or exchange of letters underscoring these allegations has been provided), the 
Commission contacted the petitioner by email of 16 July 2008 to ask him for some further 
information in this respect and for a copy of the legislative and regulatory texts, documents or 
letters highlighting the problem encountered and the alleged discrimination.

By email of 16 July 2008 the petitioner informed the Commission department in question that 
he would provide it with the additional information requested within the next few days. This 
information has not yet been received.

Having received no other complaint regarding discrimination against dentists from other 
Member States, the Commission is therefore still awaiting the further information promised 
by the petitioner.

III. Conclusion
                                               
1 OJ L 255, 30.9.2005, p.22-142

2 OJ L 233, 24.8.1978, p. 1

3 OJ L 233, 24.8.1978, p. 10
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To conclude, the Commission will only be able to express an opinion once it has received and 
considered the further information promised by the petitioner.’


	746166en.doc

