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island of Spetses in Greece

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner expresses concern at the inadmissibly high pollution levels caused by a waste 
discharge site on the island of Spetses in the Saronic Gulf in Greece. The discharge is situated 
on the 'Agriopetres' beach and, according to the petitioner, the readings for faecal collibacteria 
in the water around the area exceed the authorised limits. The petitioner takes the view that 
pollution levels in Agriopetres infringe EU environmental standards and is accordingly 
seeking action by the European Parliament.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 January 2007. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 5 May 2007.

I. Background/Summary of the Facts/History

Spetses is a Greek island of the Eastern Peloponnese, with approximately 6 000 permanent 
residents. For many years, the location known as ‘Agriopetres’ has been used to dump solid 
and liquid waste from the town of Spetses. This is indeed an open landfill site.
The soil terrain at this location does not permit the waste to be sanitarily disposed off nor to 
be simply filled in. The rubbish falls down the cliff and with the help of the wind and rain it 
reaches the sea, polluting the entire Myrtoo Sea (as that part of the Aegean is called) with all 
kinds of solid, organic and toxic waste. The constant spontaneous combustion of rubbish also 
affects the atmosphere in the entire area.
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More important is the pollution caused by the discharge of wastewater. Since the island has 
no sewage system, tanks literally dump all the untreated wastewater from the town at this 
location. In the certificate from a microbiologist it can be seen that the pollution with 
‘abundant colonies of E. coli bacteria’ has covered an immense area in which hundreds of 
residents and visiting tourists swim daily. It is estimated that during the summer up to 500 
tonnes of wastewater are dumped daily.

II. The petition

The petitioner expects the Commission to intervene and to rapidly mobilise the competent 
European institutions to address this matter, since there is no justification in their opinion for 
the above-mentioned situation, from either the Greek or the European authorities.

III. The Commission’s comments to the petition

- Comments on compliance with Directive 75/442/EEC as amended by Directive 
91/156/EEC1

Considering that the Hellenic Republic had failed to fulfil the obligations arising from 
Articles 4, 8 and 9 of Directive 75/442/EEC concerning waste, as amended by Directive 
91/156/EEC, the Commission started an infringement procedure, in accordance with article 
226 of the treaty and referred to the Court of Justice (case C-502/03).

In its judgement of 6 October 2005, the Court declared that Greece had failed to fulfil its 
obligations under the terms of Articles 4, 8 and 9 of Directive 75/442/EEC, as amended by 
Directive 91/156/EEC.
It should be noted that this judgement refers to all the illegal or uncontrolled discharges in 
Greece, including those of the Spetses Island. In accordance with Article 228 of the treaty, 
Greece is required to take all the measures necessary to comply with the requirements of the 
judgement.

- Comments on compliance of Directive 76/160/EEC2

The island of Spetses is located in the Saronikos gulf, in central Greece. 
After checking the bathing water quality data for all the beaches on the whole island, the 
figures from the last years show compliance not only with the mandatory quality standards 
under the Bathing Water Directive 76/160/EEC, but also with the more stringent guide values. 

Link to display of the data of the last 15 years is
http://ec.europa.eu/water/cgi-bin/bw.pl?name=SPETSON&water=-
1&call=5&calc=GR3&code=GRIX00A415&level=6

- Comments on compliance of Directive 91/271/EEC3

The agglomeration of Agriopetres is located in a "normal area" under the above-mentioned 
                                               
1 OJ L 78, 26.3.1991, p.32-37
2 OJ L 31, 5.2.1976, p. 1-7
3 OJ L 135, 30.5.1991, p. 40-52
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Directive.
According to the information provided by the petitioner, the agglomeration of Agriopetres has no 
collecting system or treatment plant either, and untreated wastewater is discharged at the above 
location. The only information linked to the population equivalent of Agriopetres is the number 
of residents in the whole island (6000). On the basis of this information only it is not possible to 
check compliance of article 3 of the Directive, which states that:

"Member States shall ensure that all agglomerations are provided with collecting systems for 
urban waste water,

- at the latest by 31 December 2005 for those with a p.e. of between 2.000 and 15.000"

IV. Conclusions

Regarding Directives 75/442/EEC and 91/156/EEC, the Commission will ensure that Greece 
takes all the necessary measures to comply with the requirements of the above-mentioned 
judgement; the Commission will deal, not only with the individual problem raised by the 
petition, but also tackle the more general problem of waste disposal in Greece on illegal or 
uncontrolled discharge sites.
Regarding Directive 76/160/EEC, and according to the information given in the several different 
Bathing Water Reports, all the bathing waters on Spetses Island are and have been compliant for 
years with the quality standards of the directive.

Regarding Directive 91/271/EEC, the Greek Authorities are expected to provide the data 
requested under article 15 of the directive ("Article 15 Report") in autumn 2007. On the basis 
of this data, and if relevant, a horizontal case on non-compliance of agglomerations with the 
requirements of the directive would be opened.

4. Commission reply, received on 25 November 2008.

The petition expresses concerns about the disposal of solid waste and of waste water at the 
island of Spetses (Greece).

In its earlier communication, the Commission informed the Parliament that

 on solid waste disposal, an infringement procedure on waste legislation has been started 
against Greece, leading to a judgment by the Court of Justice declaring that Greece had
failed to fulfil its obligations under the terms of Articles 4, 8 and 9 of Directive 
75/442/EEC, as amended by Directive 91/156/EEC;

 on the quality of bathing water, quality data of all bathing waters on the island of Spetses 
shows compliance not only with the mandatory quality standards under Directive 
76/160/EEC, but also with the more stringent guide values;

 on waste water treatment, that Directive 91/271/EEC provides for an obligation for waste 
water collection and treatment in all settlement areas ('agglomerations') above 2000 
inhabitants (or the equivalent in waste water) by 31.12.2005, and that reporting on these 
settlement areas is expected to deliver data by the end of 2007.

The collection of data on waste water treatment from Member States was subject to some 
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delay but is now finalised, with one exception: no data were so far received from Greece. The 
Commission expects to publish its report on the waste water situation in Europe during 2009 
without data from Greece. 

At the same time, population data for Spetses show that the island's capital Spetses has a 
population of about 3900 (census 2001) and is therefore subject to the provisions of Directive 
91/271/EEC. As for all other cases of non-compliance, the Commission will, after evaluation 
of the data, consider the necessary steps, including legal infringement procedures under article 
226 of the Treaty.

As for bathing water quality, the most recent data available for the island of Spetses (bathing 
water report 20081) continue to show compliance not only with the mandatory quality 
standards under Directive 76/160/EEC but also with the more stringent guide values.

                                               
1 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-bathing/report_2008.html
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