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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0166/2005 by Vasilios Christoforidis (Greek), on behalf of the PEIPP 
(Pan-Hellenic Association of Rescue Doctors), concerning the failure by the 
Greek authorities to implement the provisions of Directive 93/16/EEC to 
facilitate the free movement of doctors and the mutual recognition of their 
diplomas, certificates and other evidence of formal qualifications

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who is chairman of the PEIPP (Pan-Hellenic Association of Rescue Doctors), 
maintains that the Greek authorities are infringing Directive 93/16/EEC to facilitate the 
movement of doctors and mutual recognition of their diplomas, certificates and other evidence 
of formal qualifications, in particular Article 36(4) and the provisions of the presidential 
decree implementing the directive under Greek law. The petitioner therefore calls on the 
European Parliament to ensure compliance with EU legislation in Greece and the 
reinstatement of the doctors affected.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 4 July 2005. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 24 May 2006.

The Commission is well aware of the situation and has sent a letter of formal notice to the 
Greek Republic on 13 July 2005, in which it took the view that Greece, having failed to put in 
place training programme for general practitioners, has thus failed to fulfil its obligations 
under Articles 30 to 36 of Directive 93/16/EEC.

On 19 September 2005 the Greek authorities informed the Commission that they would  take 
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the necessary measures to align their regulations to bring them into conformity with Articles 
30, 31 et 36 of Directive 93/16/EEC, as modified by Directive 2001/19/EEC, making the 
exercise of the profession of general practitioner under the national general social security 
system dependent upon the completion of specific training of three years, or alternatively on 
the possession of a certificate of acquired rights.

The Commission will closely monitor the follow up by Greece.

4. Commission reply, received on 25 January 2007

On 13 July 2005 a letter of formal notice was sent by the Commission to the Greek Republic, 
in which the Commission has taken the view that Greece has failed to put in place the training 
programme for general practitioners and has thus failed to fulfil its obligations under Articles 
30 to 36 of Directive 93/16/EEC.

As the Greek authorities did not send a clear timetable for the adoption of the new legislation 
aiming at aligning it with Articles 30, 31 et 36 of Directive 93/16/EEC, as modified by 
Directive 2001/19/EEC relating to the training for general practitioner and did not reply to the 
question on what measures would be taken to withdraw the 27 diplomas of general 
practitioner that had been delivered to persons who did not follow the specific training for 
general practitioners, the Commission sent a reasoned opinion to the Greek authorities on 4 
July 2006.   

On 19 September 2006 the Greek authorities informed the Commission that by the end of the 
year they will take the necessary measures to align their regulation to bring it into conformity 
with Articles 30, 31 et 36 of Directive 93/16/EEC, as modified by Directive 2001/19/EEC, 
making the exercise of the profession of general practitioner under the national general social 
security system dependent upon the completion of specific training of three years, or 
alternatively on the possession of a certificate of acquired rights.

The Commission will continue to closely monitor the follow up given in this respect by 
Greece.

5. Commission reply, received on 7 March 2008

Since the last additional information was provided, the Commission has decided on 27 June 
2007 to refer the infringement to the Court1. 

6. Further Commission reply, received on 17 December 2008.

On 2 October 2008, the European Court of Justice pronounced a judgement in which it was 
stated that by adopting and maintaining regulations such as Article 29, paragraphs d.1 and d.2 
of the Act 3209/2003, Greece did not fulfil its obligations under Articles 30, 31 and 36 of 
Directive 93/16/EEC, as modified by Directive 2001/19/EEC.  This has the effect of making 
the exercise of the profession of general practitioner under the national general social security 
system dependent upon the completion of specific training of three years or, alternatively, 
                                               
1 Case no. 2004/4398
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upon the possession of a certificate of acquired rights.

By letter of 4 November 2008, the Commission requested the Greek authorities to inform the 
Commission of the measures taken by them in order to comply with the judgement of the 
Court.
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