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Subject: Petition 0460/2007 by Pedro Torres Tortosa (Spanish), on alleged abuses of the 
legislation on expropriation on grounds of public interest 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner maintains that the local authorities in Murcia have abused the legislation on the 
expropriation of properties on grounds of public interest as they expropriated his mother's 
property in order to build stage I of an intermodal transport centre, but later sold it to a private 
developer. The petitioner considers that his mother received inadequate financial 
compensation for the expropriated land and challenges the right of the local authorities to re-
sell it. According to the petitioner, the private developer made a substantial profit as 
restaurants, hotels and commercial facilities were built on the expropriated land. The 
petitioner has initiated a court case against the Murcia authorities and asks the European 
Parliament to investigate the case as stage II of the intermodal transport centre is under 
preparation and more people are at risk of being similarly adversely affected.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 September 2009. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 February 2009.

‘The petitioner bases his petition on an alleged breach of the rights enshrined in the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union, and in particular the right to own property.

The Commission notes that, although the expropriated land was designated for the 
construction of an ‘integrated transport facility’, the question raised by the petitioner does not 
relate to Community legislation on transport policy.
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In the case in question, the ‘integrated transport facility’ in the Murcia region is not a 
multimodal centre within the meaning of Article 15 of Decision 1692/96/EC of the European 
Parliament and the Council on Community guidelines for the development of the trans-
European transport network. It is, in fact, a road transport facility which offers no facilities for 
transfers between types of transport.

The Commission also notes that alleged breaches of the right to property, including cases of 
land expropriation for the purpose of constructing transport infrastructures, do not fall within 
the scope of Community legislation, as they fall within the exclusive preserve of the Member 
States.

Consequently, the Commission finds that it has no competence to act in relation to the matter
raised in the petition.’
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