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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0591/2007 by Mrs Lăcrămioara Slavnicu (Belgian) concerning problems 
affecting her Romanian pension payments

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who has since 2000 been living in Belgium, where she receives a survivor’s 
pension, outlines the problems she has encountered in obtaining payment of a suitable pension 
in respect of her last professional activity in Romania. The petitioner indicates that, according 
to the Romanian authorities, in order to obtain payment of her pension she needs to travel to 
Romania in person or alternatively designate an authorised agent since the amount cannot be 
transferred to her in Belgium. The petitioner describes her difficulties in finding a person to 
act as her authorised agent and indicates that the cost of travelling to Romania would exceed 
the amount of the pension (around €120). The petitioner is accordingly seeking the assistance 
of the European Parliament.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 24 October 2007. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 12 February 2008.

‘The petition

The petitioner, a Belgian national, lives in Belgium and is eligible, on the one hand, for a 
Belgian survivor’s pension and, on the other, for a Romanian retirement pension on the basis 
of her previous professional activity. She is having difficulty in obtaining the payment of her 
Romanian pension because, in order to do so, she would have to either go to Romania in 
person or grant a power of attorney to a Romanian authorised representative. This 
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representative would then have access to her bank account and would be able to transfer the 
pension to her account in Belgium. The institution refuses to transfer the pension to the 
petitioner’s account in Belgium. 

Commission’s comments on the petition

Under Article 10 of Regulation (EC) No 1408/71 on the application of social security 
schemes to employed persons, self-employed persons and their families moving within the 
Community, pensions must not be subject to any ‘reduction, modification, suspension, 
withdrawal or confiscation by reason of the fact that the recipient resides in the territory of a 
Member State other than that in which the institution responsible for payment is situated’. 
According to the Court of Justice, the aim of Article 10 of this regulation is to encourage the 
free movement of workers by protecting the workers in question from any damage which 
could result from a move from one Member State to another (see in this regard judgment 
C-293/88 of 2 May 1990, Winter-Lutzins).

Accordingly, it would appear that a requirement imposed on a resident of another Member 
State to grant a power of attorney to a Romanian national in order to receive her pension is 
liable to prevent her from receiving that pension, due to the fact that she lives in another 
Member State. It would thus appear to be in breach of Community law.

The Commission has therefore questioned the Romanian authorities on this matter, asking 
them to consider the petitioner’s situation in order to find a solution to enable her to receive 
her pension.

Conclusion

The Commission will inform the Committee on Petitions as soon as it receives a reply from 
the Romanian authorities.’

4. Further Commission reply, received on 20 February 2009.

As the Commission indicated would be done in its first reply to the European Parliament, the 
Commission’s services questioned the Romanian authorities on this matter, asking them to 
consider the petitioner’s situation in order to find a situation to enable her to receive her 
pension.

In reply, the Romanian authorities said that procedures had been put in place to allow the 
exporting of pensions, but due to problems which had arisen in the course of putting these 
procedures in place, the latter had not been finalised by 1 January 2007, the date of Romania’s 
entry into the European Union.

The authorities, however, have assured the Commission that the problems are now resolved, 
and that pensions may be exported without let or hindrance to the country in which the 
pensioner resides, since 1 January 2008.

As a result, the difficulties encountered by the petitioner have, in principle, now been 
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resolved.
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