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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0957/2007 by Georgios Deskoulidis (Greek) concerning exclusion 
from EU social programmes

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, a Greek national who returned to Greece from Russia in 1991, indicates that he 
was unable to take advantage of EU expatriate reintegration programmes. In particular, he 
indicates that his family was not included on official electronic directories and was unable to 
benefit from any of the programmes.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 February 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 February 2009.

The petitioner complains that he has not been awarded the citizenship status and consequent 
allowances he considers due to him from the Greek state, and furthermore alleges that this is a 
wilful withholding of funds which is tantamount to their misappropriation. He is disappointed 
that, when OLAF looked into this allegation, it determined that it had no grounds to pursue 
the case.

As the Commission has pointed out in the case of very many other petitions, the levels of 
personal allowances and the conditions of eligibility for them are matters of national 
competence. Community competence is only concerned where an EU citizen has exercised his 
or her right to freedom of movement, and resides in a Member state other than the one which 
is responsible for his or her allowances. This is not the case in this petition. Equally, the 
Commission has repeatedly pointed out in the case of very many other petitions, that the 
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determination of national citizenship is also a matter of national competence.  Therefore, the 
decision of the Anti-Fraud Office that it could not pursue the petitioner's allegation because 
there was not any European Community issue at stake can be regarded as definitive. The 
Commission can only re-confirm this.

Conclusion

The Commission is not in a position to help the Parliament further in this matter.
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