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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1321/2007 by Mr. Jordi Miralles i Conte (Spanish), on behalf of 
Esquerra Unida i Alternativa, on the crisis of public transport 
infrastructures in Catalonia and problems caused by the works to the 
high-speed train line Madrid-Barcelona (AVE)

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner maintains that the residents of Catalonia are confronted with a crisis of public 
transport infrastructures which has worsened by the works to the high-speed train line 
Madrid-Barcelona (AVE). According to the petitioner, so far several accidents have occurred 
leading to the interruption of regular railway traffic and, therefore, provoking severe 
discomfort to passengers. The petitioner disagrees with the transport infrastructure policy 
choices, arguing that they have favoured major investments in road transport while 
disregarding the scarcity of adequate public transport infrastructures (including the 
development of regular rail transport). He asks for an investigation into the real status of the 
works at the Madrid-Barcelona AVE and the measures taken to ensure the safety of workers, 
residents and future passengers. The petitioner also asks for an evaluation of the economic 
and social damages that the works at the AVE have caused and pleads for an increased focus 
on the modernisation of the local and regional rail infrastructures in Catalonia, Spain and 
Europe.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 May 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 February 2009.

As mentioned in its observations on a previous petition on the same subject (796/2005), the 
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Commission does not detect anything contrary to Community law amongst the allegations 
presented by the petitioner concerning the planning of the high-speed Madrid-Barcelona 
(AVE) railway project.

The Commission also informed the Parliament that the petitioner had launched a complaint to 
the Ombudsman (N° 798/2006/BM), accusing the Commission of maladministration in this 
respect. In addition, the Ombudsman himself opened a separate enquiry (N° 244/2006/BM) to 
see whether or not the European Investment Bank had also acted correctly, at the planning 
stage, in assessing the eligibility of the project for EIB finance.

Given that :

-  the Ombudsman found no maladministration in his examination of the complaint against the 
Commission regarding the planning stage of the project and closed this case;
-  the Ombudsman published a press release in July 2008 calling on the EIB to review its file 
on the project because, although the EIB insisted that all necessary checks had been made, the 
voluminous  file did not contain a document actually recording a check of the impact 
assessment on the Barcelona section (the Ombudsman invited the EIB to respond by the end 
of September 2008);
-  the Commission has answered all Parliamentary questions on this subject, most recently N° 
5832/2007 in January 2008
-  the railway line is in full operation since February 2008

the Commission has no further substantive information to offer to the Committee on Petitions.  
It could be remarked that, the stated purpose of the petition being to draw attention to the 
views of the 'Plataforma AVE pel littoral', this purpose has been met by the Committee's 
decision to refer it to the Committee on Transport.
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