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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 1364/2007 by Balakrishnan Muthukrishnan (apparently Indian) on 
the British authorities’ refusal to recognise a driving licence issued in 
Germany

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains that the British authorities refuse to recognise his German driving 
licence. He states that he passed a driving test in the USA and obtained an American driving 
licence. After he settled in Germany in 2001 the American licence was exchanged for a 
German licence in accordance with the relevant legislation. He is now resident in the UK, 
where the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency maintained that his German licence was 
invalid when he applied to have it exchanged for a British licence. Referring to Directive 
2006/126/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on driving licences, he calls on 
the European Parliament to approach the competent British authorities to ensure that they 
comply with EU legislation in this area.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 13 May 2008. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
192(4).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 February 2009.

The petitioner lived in Germany from 2001 to 2007 and complains that his German driving 
licence which was issued in exchange of an American driving licence in 2001 was not  
exchanged or recognized in the United Kingdom where he started to work in 2007. Having 
lived and driven in the European Union between 2001 to 2007, the petitioner claims that his 
driving licence should be recognized in the whole EU.
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However if this is not possible under the current directive on driving licences1 and the third 
directive on driving licences2, the petitioner proposes to change the legislation so that the 
principle of mutual recognition of driving licences within the EU applies also in such cases.

The Commission's comments on the petition

The principle of mutual recognition is based on the certainty that minimum standards for 
driving tests and medical requirements laid down in the Directive are met. If a driving 
licence has originally been issued by a third country, it cannot be taken for granted that 
these standards had been equally applied. It remains in the sole competence of the Member 
State of normal residence to decide if a licence issued by a third country is recognized or 
not.

If the holder of such a driving licence transfers his/her normal residence to another Member 
State, the latter is not obliged to recognise or exchange it. The Member States should 
therefore inform applicants that the driving licence issued in exchange of a licence of a 
third country will only remain valid as long as the holder keeps his normal residence in that 
Member State.

This principle was confirmed when the third directive on driving licences was adopted by 
the Council and the European Parliament in 2006. 

Conclusion
The British authorities acted in line with the European law. Therefore the petition cannot be 
supported by the Commission.

                                               
1 Directive 91/439/EEC of 29 July 1991 on driving licences, OJ L 237, 24.8.1991, p. 1
2 Directive 2006/126/EC of 20 December 2006 on driving licences, OJ L 403, 30.12.2006, p. 18.
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