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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition 0476/2008 by Cesar Antonio Munoz (Spanish), on behalf of the 
‘Agrupación de Desarollo Programa Málaga Mas Accessible’ (Malaga 
Development Association), concerning the results of the projected improvements 
to the Malaga nature reserve using Community funds 

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner criticises the results of projected improvements to the Malaga nature reserve 
that have been carried out by the local authorities using Community funds. He maintains that 
the drawbacks of the scheme have outweighed the advantages. By way of example he refers 
to the congestion caused by the diversion of traffic flows, the provision of benches that are 
unsuitable for the elderly or infirm, and the planting of trees in unsuitable locations. The 
petitioner is seeking an investigation, arguing that Community funded projects should be 
organised more efficiently. 

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 September 2008. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 192(4) of the Rules of Procedure.

3. Commission reply, received on 20 February 2009.

The petition, submitted by an association made up of shopkeepers and residents of Malaga 
(Spain), refers to a complaint to the Spanish authorities denouncing the failure to comply with 
the Community Regulation concerning the projects co-funded by the ERDF in the context of 
the Local Operational Programme 2000-2006. According to the petitioners, the Community 
funds intended for the project to renovate and modernise Malaga’s historic centre did not
improve the quality of life of its inhabitants; rather, they made mobility more difficult.
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In this context, the Spanish authorities asked the Malaga City Council for information.

The local authorities confirm that the aid used for this project complied with the selection 
conditions laid down by Malaga City Council.

As regards the issues concerning the plans to eliminate obstacles to mobility, Malaga City 
Council says that the principle of equal opportunities was respected. This information was 
forwarded by the Spanish authorities to the Malaga Shopkeepers and Residents Association 
(ACORECEMA).

Conclusion

The Commission considers that the Spanish authorities adequately explained the 
implementation of the project and it does not appear that there was any misuse of Community 
funds. In addition, and as verified by the auditors, the Commission believes that the process 
for deciding on and granting aid complies with the national and Community regulations.
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